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No Dry Dock Available

Russia at a Decided Disadvantage in
the War With Japan on This
Account. Her

VESSELS ARE OUT OF COMMISSION

For the War Rusgsia Has No Means
of Making the Necessary Re-
pairg to the Disabled
War Ship.

The full extent of the first disaster
to Russia will be more fully compre-
hended when the reader learas that
Russia has no dry dock-in Asia. The
damage done by a torpedo cannot us-
ually be repaired excepl.ng at g ry
dock. Great Britain has a great naval
station at Hong Kong waere European
and American vessels may resort for
repairs in time of peace, but in tUme
¢’ war no neutral port i1s open for
war ships of the warring nations.

JAPAN AT HOME

Her naval armament 15 by no meang
insmignificant. Her naval slations, are
well equipped. Her navy 15 eflicientiy
officered and her men know how (o
shoot. Russia, therefore, engages at
a decided disaivantage, for Port Ar-
thur and Vladivostok are interlocked
and Japan controls the open harbors.
The bear {8 at hay and the prestige of
the czar of a!l the Russians ceems
fated to suffer Meanwhile America
will feed both armies and navies ard
remain neutral, Our pecople will have
time to build up home enterprises and
rtrengthen finarecial un lertakings like
the :

BANKERS RESERVE LIFE,
the youngest and most vigoroug of
western life companies., This company
wrote $2,630,060 last year. 8he closed
the year 1903 with $7,000,000 in force
made of the besl risks ever raken in
the great health belt of the TUuion.
Her stakes are set now for 310,600,100
at the end of 1904 and nothing less
than panic or extensiv2 dizaster can
prevent the Banlkers Reserve Life Le-
coming a $50,000,000 company by 1915,

B. H, ROBISON,
the experienced and energetic presi
dent, hag just returned itrom Oregon,
where the Bankers Rescrve 1ife was
admitted to do business during Lis
visit to the stateg of lue rerthwest,
Another officer has jusl secured ad-
mission in Texas. The omy prohlemn
confronting the management js that
cf men. State managers, general and
special agents and good solicitors are
badily needed. Write B. H. Robison,
president, Omanha, Neb., for parlic-
vlars, Especiaily desiravle fields are
now available on extra libera! terms.

Farmers’ Elevators

The general condition has beceme
such that the agricultural classes of
Nebraska arevery much agitated oyver
tne question of shipping tleir uwn
produce. The reason for thig agita-
tion seems Lo Ye that che 'ine cleva-
tors who have grown rich on handling
the farmers’ products are taking too
Jarge a percentage of profit.

The line elevators have always glv-
en out the impression to the people
tha' they were losing money on tue
buying and shipping of groin.  Thet
their chivt objection to the farmer
handling his own prodnct wag the
gympathy that they exuressed for his
wellare, namely: that chey did not
wanl him to Invest his mouney Ip ele-
vators and be o danger of losing it.

Alter some nvestigation, and & lil-
tle experience, the farmers have dig-
covered that wherever grmers’ oli-
vilors have heen constracted, Lhe imar-
ket price, for all farm products, has
ndvanced from ¥ to 7 conts pov buashel,
Which proves very conciwmuvely ta the
prodavcing class of people that the
lina eolevators have besn decelving
them ull these years,

Of couree, the line eleva-
lors contend that owing to
toe (act that they have Invested their
money In elevalor plaals, They am
entitlgl o some protection from oth-
ers going into competition with them
‘I hey seom (o think that the a''roads
of Nebrsaka should protect them by
giving them better rates than to their

to organize and erect an elevator, in-
vesling therein their own capital, it
seems a fair proposition that they
should be entitled to the same faciii-
ties as the line elevalurs., It would

for some special law to protect him
n hig agricultura] business, where he
Lad fnvested his money in a farm aui
improvements thereon, and say that
another farmer snould mot heve the
right to buy and imjrove the ®ad-
joining farm and engage in the same
line of business,

We believe in giving the line eleva-
tors the game treatment under _he
laws of our stete that every individ-
ual is entitled to. We are ip favor of
trecating them fairly and justly, but
we are opposed to granting them any
¥pecial favors,

This, in our mind, seems to be a
plain business proposition, Of course
we are not blaming the management
of the line elevators for taking ad-
vaniage of opportunities acd legisla-
tion whenever it eomes within their
power to do so. The blame seems to
rest wpon the agriciltural classes
themselves, When they have within
their power the facilities for handiing
their own product, taking Into con-
stderation the fact that they a'so have
vhe product jteelf, it seems that the
prodncer ig entirely to blame when
he allowe ‘a corporation to make a
profit off of his labor,

It is an easy matter for the farm-
ers. of a neighborhood to take oul
their sulseripton papers, sell their
stock, then call a meeting and incor-
rorate, biild an elevator, and tbey
are ready tp ship thelr cwn graln, Of
conrse, they w.ll find in every com-
munity men who are employed by the
grain trust to discouragc the farmers
and try to kee, them from gcing into
business, JAS. T. BRADY,
Secretary Farmera Co-operative Grain

and Liva Stéck Association,

Albion, Neb.

National fci‘i_paraﬂn Congress

As chairman of the united commit-
tee appointed by the Lewiston conven-
tion of the Co-operative Association
of America, the Kansag state Co-oper-
atiVe Union, the Pacific Coast Co-
operative Union, and the State Co-op-
eralive Union of Washington, and in-
dorsed by the Waneuil Hall Co-oper-
ative convention, and by instructions
throngh a referendum vote of sald
committee, I Heréhy issue the follow-
ing call:

All industrial and ecommerclal co-
aperative societies In the United States
and Canada, are inyited to partici-
pate in the organization of an Ameri-
can Co-operitive Union; the copgress
for that purpose to be held on the
World's Fair ‘grounds at St, Louis,
June 16 and 17, 1904, and represeunia-
tion to be as follows: Bach local =0~
ciety, either affiliated or non-affiliated
with other societies, to be eutitled to
one delegate; wnd each general or-
ganization of such societies, either
state, district, or national, to be eu-
titled to five delcgates; one vote to
each delegate, and no proxies,

Delegates should bring oredentials
signed by the proper officers of their
societies,

The purpose 6 this congrese is to
form an umncorporated fedeiation of
the industris] and commercial co-oper-
alive societies of America ‘or cduca-
tional agd organization work, to pro-
mote our bhusiness interests and to
arrange for holding annual congresses,
Under the hkead of industrial Co-
operative Assbciations are included
all forms of agricultural organizations,
shipping, fruit. cheese, butter, et-.
It is suggested that in connecticn
with this congress—preferably preced-
ing it—each natural divis.on of the co-
operative movement, wsuch av the
hochdale Co-operators, Farmers' As-
sociations, ete.. not already organ!zed
nationally, meet at the s.me place and
perfect thelr t.atlonal organizationg on
their special lines.

All Individnals who are friends of
the movement, but unavle to attend
a3 delegates, ave invited to attenl] as
individoals and participate fratcrnal-
ly in the congress. All jabor orgasl-
sations and the patrons of husbandry
and profit-sharing companies, are cor-
dially Invited to send liaternn! Jele-
gates,

The program vwill be publisaed later.
All societies are requeated to take
Action at rn early date and notify
either the chalrman or the facrotary
At once,

The foliowing gentlemen are res
Guested ‘o act as the committes of
arrmngements

N. O Nelson, 8t. Lonis. of N. O. Nul-
son Mfp. Co, chairman.

Alonzo Wardall, Topoka, Kas, of
has Btate Coop, Unlon, vice ehalr
man

Ralph  Albertson, Lewiston, Me,

competitors,
I a community of farmers soe it

Co-op, Assn, of Ameriva, seciotary.

oe just ag fair for a larmer lo ask |

-~ Order

-~

~ Special Mail

Offer

and summer dresses,

We have bought a great quantity of all wool Al-
batros cloth—one of the desirable fabrics for spring |
every color, all the leading §

shades. We are going to make a special mail order §
offer of this cloth which is a !

kee Ave, Co-op. Store.

C. Y. Roop, 634 18th st,, Oakland,
Cal.,, of Pacific Coast Co-op, Assn,

J. A, Everitt, Indianapolis, Ind., of
Hociety of Equity,

C. B. Hoffman, Enterprise, Kas,, of
Farmers' Co-op. Shipping Assn.

A, H, Naftzger, Los Angeles, (Cal.,
of California Fruit Growers® Agency.

R, N. Moody Aberdeen, Wash., of
Washington State Co-op. Union.

The time is opportune for a gieat
forward movemenl. Heip us to make
the congresg a great success.

ALONZO WARDELL,
Cha‘rman Committee,
307 Van Buren St., Topeka, Kas,
(Friendly paners please publish.)

Remarkably Low Rates

Lincoln to ail peints in O%lahcma
and Indian (lefritories, $9.00
Lincoln to all pcints in Texas, east
of Fort Worth, San Antunio Houslon
and in Lonisians west of Alexandria
and Monroe, only $10.50,

.The Missouri Facific railway will
pul in the above one-way rates on
February 16, March 1 and 15.

The only electric lighted train out of
Lincoln.

Full information at civy Liekel office,
8. W. cor, 12th & O sts,

F.D, CORNELL, P. & T. A,

Valuable Information

If you are Interested in secds, the
kind and amount to sow, the quality
and importance of haviug the best,
write to the A, A. Berry See! Co., of
Clarinda, Ia., for thelr large (llustiated
and instructive catalogue, It Ig free
and containg much valuable informa-
tion, Berry’'s Mammoth King Corn
vields 756 bushels per acie. Write to=
day for sample and catalogre. Kindly
meation The Independent,

Ntand up fer Nebraska

Many of the people of Nebrrska are
laching in a matlcr of much fmport-
ance to the general prosperity of the
state—they have not & sufliclont pilde
in the welfare and growth of home in-
rtiitutions.  Other things belog equal,
or nearly so, every home company
should have your preference when
You have business to give out. Every
institution (n Nebraska hat grows 'o
large proportions has a tendency to
build up other Instituiions in other
linee It holps In & business way oy-
ery resident and property owner in
the state. For example, In the mat-
wer of fire Insurance: why sond your

WK Esdior, Chlcago, of Milwaw

and Hartford when a better, more con=
venlent and equally safe {nsurance
can be had from Nebraska .ompas
nies? The home company as it grows
empioys more people and bnys more

upplies to carry on its busiucss, Its ; i
wuf_h , .r."

employes gpend their money
men {n every .ine of business, and pay
taxes upon thelr properiy to help sup=
port the state government. In this
city the Farmers and Merchants In=

surance Co, is one of the heaviest taxs
payers. The Latronage of (lc eome
pany and its cmployes 18 felt by every
merchant.  Its policies are as liberal
as any and the tnsurance absolutely
sale. It always keeps cash on hang to
meel any loss fmmediately when 1t
occurs. When ‘ou need fire {nsurance
—old line—ihe hest that's wiitten—
stand up for Nebraska and romember
the Farmers & Merchanis of Lincoln,

v
A. D. KITCHEN, Real Estate and
Rental Agency, 1222 O St, Lineoln,

Neb. ]
FARMS WANTED. el
If you want to buy a farm, or if you .~ |
want to sell a farm, gee me. | have
several buyers who want to buy, List
your farms with me. s |

The Worlds
Broad Basket

with its 760,000 square miles of ter-

!

mﬁastam Canada

affords homes for 200,000 000 B
THOUSANDS OF U. 8. § ‘o il
are going. Millions of scres of

finest farming and railng lando opem
:orl Jltlhlnlllt gﬂdl tazes, cheap
uel, Md olimate, enormous m
Lands well at$3.50 Per Acre and up, :
able in ten aunual installwen s
'I:,y ':"“"""'J."" you can
one for less maoney 1
For tull lnlormllhz.’:. ‘;W. ]
Aa L5 . ‘ 1
Gon'l Agt. Paw's. De CANlnm ‘
PACIFIC RY, CHICAGO.

I .

WANTED -SEVERAL INDUSTRIOUS
sons I eneh siate W traval or

Hahed oleven yoars and with & laree ou
g-ll upen merchanis and seents lor

money to Phlladelphia, Now York




