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The Robber Whe Takes All

Its a good story. Tl tell it again,

- with acknowledgements to Heary

George.
- A traveler is wending iis way home-
ward, His path 1s beset with high-

~  waymen. One stops him, takes a part

[.‘

/ the nation,

L.

of his valuables and sends him on.
Another repeats the process. So Goes
a third, a foarth, and still qthers on
to the last, This last takes all thal
ig left, litle or much. :

In the same way thesc robbers treat
all travelers wno pass chat way.

Query: How can the travelers pro-
tect themselves? By abolishing the
first robber, the second, the third, or
all of these?
. You answer, By no means, So long
as the robber who takes all that is lcft
is permitted to do business, so long
the traveler will reach aome as poor
‘a8 though all the robbers /were Icit
unmolested.
. There you have the aiffecrnce be-
tween “bourgeoigs public ownership”
or ‘state capitalism,” and socialism.

“Bourgeois public ownership” would
leave some of the rohoers in full
gwing. It would lake over, for exam-
‘ple, city gas, water, and, perhaps,
gome other “public utibities,” but
would leave cfty land in private
hands, Real estale men would then
adyertise the superior advantages of
this city over others; population
would pour in and—up would g0 rents,
What you saved from your publle
gervice monopolists you would lose
to your land monopolists. What
would be gained?

What is true in the city is true in
To take over some public
*utilities and leave others in privale

hands would be saving at ane bung-

hole while wasting at another per-
haps all you saved at first. Sc long
as A single necesgity of life is left in
private hands so long “tne robber who

takes all that is left” can gei in s

work, and your public nwnership will
- prove apples of Sodom turning to

ashes on your lips.

“What, then, is necessary’ to slop
the stealing?

The plundered classes, i. e, the pro-

_ducers, must conquer the powers of

government. They thcn must take
+over ALL the public utilities, ALL
‘the necessities of life, and operate
them collectively in the interest of the
entire people. Nothing short of this
can possibly do the work.

Is this what socialism stands for?
It certalnly is. :

But after the producers hawe.con-
quered the “powers of government,”
downed the roboers, big and little,

. turned the rascals out and begun run-
ning things in the interest of the pro-
ducing classes, what then? Wiil it
be necessary that all private industrial
activity shall be done away, that Lne
“government” shall m™in ALL the
farms, ALL the shops, ALL the stores,
ALI, the theatres, ALI:. the schools,
and ALL the newspapers, and estal-
lish such a systewmn of universal “gov-
ernmental bureaucracies” as Herbert
Spencer conceived, and described as
the “Coming Slavery,” tne bondage of
the individual to the crowd?

"Not a bit of it. In jumping out of
the frying pan we don't want to land
in the fire, It's exactiy because in-
dividualistic radicals, as much op-

* posed to exploitation and tyranny as
any socialist san be, thmk that so-
clalism stands for this,. hat they fight
socialism ag a gilded cage and a grave
of freedom.

They hate the tyranny of the capi-

~talist and landlord, but they .read
the tyranny of the ma)ority. To €s-
cape the bossism of the plutocrats
the do not propose to substitute the
bossism of the bureanciuts,

Well, what are you talking about
now? You want to abolish the rob-
ber who takes all that ‘s left? Un-
doubtedly.

And this

bad

productive means as we are now pro-
posing to treat the railroads, oil trust,
and coal trust.

The point te grasp 1s thal public,

‘collective ownership and operation is

demanded not as an end, but as 2
jacans toan énd; nameiy, “increasing
the product and stopping expldia-
tion.” (Simoas.) The robber indus-
tries must go: wealth must be multi-

plieq; collective ownersalp and opera-

Jion by the producing classes must
aceomplish this. This done, the in-
dividualywho is hurting none, may eu-
ploy hig time as he likes.

Ard how about the httic shous
and stores and peanut stands? Are
they public necessities? If left in pri-
vate hands will they redvce us to
peggary?

Well, hardly. so long as the peopie
possess the ability, the wil' avd the
intelligence to establish public de-
partment stores and sell the same
things at cost.

But what will then pecome of ihe
little shops and stores?

They will probably be run out and
their owners absorbed ‘n the publie
Industries. But, if they can survive,
as many of them now ao survive be-
gide the great competitve Jdepartment
stores, well and good, The fact of
their survival will prove tneir fit-
ness; and the customer can patronize
the public of private store at will,
just as now e patronizes, at will,
the public school, college or univer-
«ity for educat‘on, and Lhe postofiice
or express company for money orders,

And what of the farms?

FExactly the same principle appiies
here, The public enjovs the right Lo
engage in whetever agricu'tural ac-
tivities it gees ft, and Lhe private Iu-
dividuai ditto. The big honanza farms,
the Secullies, Dalyrimples and abscn-
tee landlords will probably be han-
dled in exactly the same way as Lhe
trust. - Théir property will be taken
over by the pnblic, “with or withonl
compensation” as the majority, by
referendum vote, may decide. The
operations of agricultural colleges,
experiment stations and the United
States department of agricullure will
doubtless be widely extended and
products will, as now, be furnished to,
the people at cost or gratuitously.

Does this mean that all the liltle
80 s and 160’s will be confiscated as
goon ag the socialists carry the coun-
try?

Too silly a question to ask, you say?
Yet it is the failure of the so:ialisis
to answer just such questions that
is keeping thousands of farmers out
of the socialist movemcnt.

I answer these little farmers: We
are not proposing to confiscate one of
your farms. Whatever {s done with
the land will be done by your consctt
through referendum vote.

Valuable lands, as long as in pri-
sate hands, shonid be subjected to
the ground rent tax. Lands of slight
value should be exempt from all tax-
ation as in Now Zealand. .

Were [ to advise the little farmers
I should say: Take over the Scuuly
lands, railroad lands, and alien-owned
Jands quick. On getting hold of slale
and national gO‘.'ernmen[s. supply the
slate and nation with ample funds,
and urge them to do their best In
agricultural lines.

While the “governmeat” Is getting
its hand in, T advise such of you as
can, especially your young men wilh
agricultural training, to get into the
public agricuitural service; and I ad-
vise the rest of jon to stay on your
farmsg and see how the thing works
out.

Meanwhile, T advise you to make
the amplest use of the vast powers of
government to improve your comli-
fion where you are, and to make iife
on the [arm worth living.

Thek, "84 soon as il Is wise to do so,
I advise the bulk of you to turn your
{arms over Lo the “government”™ when,

requires puullc colieclive | .00 of haviog to work fourteen or

v .y . |
ownership, and democratic operation smixteen hours a day for a poor living.

and control
xactly.
And yet, you don't want the pnblic
to owit and run all industry and com-
pel the capable workeis to join Lthe
elvil service or go to jall? Emphat-
feally not,
probably bhe as bad as the other
Then where do vou draw dhe line
Nothing 18 easier, I we will ook
al the subject eaumly. Read the last
hall of the socialist national piatiorm
to start with, then remember Uhat
while some means of production are
neconsitios of fe, othera are nol
Take, o &

of every necessity of hite?

-

the thinga Slmons spchks

One of these evils would

Al

on “the hrushes pf the artlst, the pen
ol the author, nnd ithe studios In
which they work” (American Farmer

' 203-204). Are they means of pro-
tlon? Of course, If left in private
bands will thelr owners become “the
pobbery who take all that ls left ¥
No. Mow were such a thing possible?
But If such a thing should happen

you can, on perhaps five or six hours
a day, enjoy a good living.

some of you however will want Lo
sty out of the publle service Mal as
gome now want to stay out, So long
as by staying out you are injuring no
one, you have a perfect right to slay
oul as long as you please

But what! we wan! now s Lo stop the
steaiing This there will
plenty of time to declde whether ot
not we sghall all join the civil service
] thing rest pasirod, shinll
ol force ouirse'ves o Joun L BOT per-
mit anyone else (o forve us to do

THOMAS ELMER WILL,

Prealdent Ameriean Booinlist Colloge,

Wichita, Kas.,, and Secrelary-Troas-

urer Soclalist Party of Kansas,

- — — S—

Jamea Armstrong, Torman, Mich,
‘s not pow laking any populist paper
and requesty that samples be sent him
for examination. Te ja getting inter-
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eated in the vevival of populiem,
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TWELVE REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD USE

TRANSMISSISSIPPI & INTERNATIONAL,
EXPOSITION,

OMAHA.L.S. A
The Only Whiskey Sold With a
$1,000.00 Guarantee of Ab-

solute Purity
Never Sold in Bulk

Is Gaining in Popularity Over All
Other Whiskies |

1st—BECAUSE it is a happy combination of best gualities of ALL, without the
fault of one.
2nd—BECAUSE it surpasses in delicacy and mellowness of flavor anything and
a ﬁﬁ%ﬁ}g’ﬁ hereto ort; put on the market.
rd— , it appeals equally to the fancy of the connisseuer as we
the delicate taste and stomach of womeg and invalids. g
4th—BBECAUSE its superior quality, taste and purity make it the favorite of the
= BF(’,;’S‘%‘I{; of the fnlmily. at tdha i:ua,r.1 as well as on the side-board.
—BECAUSE, it supplants_and excels all other whiskeys for i
Scotch, a hot tog y, of a high ball. . e o i
Gth—BECAUSE it is the only Malt Whiskey offered by its bona fide distiller; ia
- never gold in bulk, but only under the distiller's bottling and labels.
Tth—BECAUSE it is distilled at cne of the largest distilleries in the country,
: whose trade-mark is the best guarantee of high quality. '
Sth— BE(_!AUSE it is the only whiskey sold under a substantial gulrantee of pur.
ity, offering $1,000 00 to anyone who can detect in the same any impuris
ties or artificial coloring, lavoring, ote.
th—BECAUSE it is properly distilled from the very choicest materials, and
never sold until !ulily matured in government bonded warehouses, '
10th—BECAUSE it is sold entirely upon its merits, without the aid of fabulous
sums for advertising, which must be added to the price of the goods and for
which the consumer always pays in the end,
11th—BECAUSE it is otfered not as a patent nostrum claiming to cure all incura«
| ble diseases, but for what it is worth—a first=class tonic, a rational stimus
lant, and a concentrated food of the highest possible value,/
Uh—BECAUSE it is sold at a small legitimate profit, warranted by its wanu-
facture and sale in extraordinary quantities by a distillery paying over three
million dollars asnually for internal revenus tax alone, :

Willow Springs Distillery

-
Capacity 15,000 Gallons per Day.
Distillers of Uolden Sheal Pure Rye and Bowrbon Whiskey and

ILER'S EAGLE GIN

that whatever you buy under the trade marks of
ler & Co and the Willow Spriogs Distillery is
guaranteed to be first=class (o every rospoot.

that unserupulous dealers will Invariably recommend something
“just as good or better,” simply becagse Lthey mako more profit on

| 9

'Remembe

Also the other,
ray their clerks a special commission to
o snbatitutes. losist oo Her's Malt aud

Bewar ok i :::: of what you gel

work off profitab
you will
For sale by all fisst-olass druggists and liquor dealers. (I not ob
yout locality write Willow Springs Dhulhryﬁ.)m Neb., and ;)“n':ﬁla:h:‘.l:

| red 10 the proper parties.)
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