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THE PREFERENTIAL BALLOT

The Independent’s experiment wilh
the “preferential ballot” has been edu-
cational in more ways than one. First
of all, it shows that a very iarge per
cent of populists—regardless of local-
ity—are in favor of Thomas E. Wat-
son of QGeorgia for the presidential
nominee this year. Secondly, il shows
that a large rer cent of them want

Wllllam V. Allen of Nebraska as his |

ugning mate, Were The Independent
cal ed upon to decide between Wat=on
& Allen and Allen & Watson—after
eliminating the matter of state pride
—it would be puzzled to know which
to choose.

In the third place, The Independent’s
“straw vote” shows that very few
mistakes are made in voting the pre-
ferential ballot, Eight “null’ votes”
out of 396, is a trifie more than 2 per
cent; and an inspection of the eight
ineffective ballots shows that the vot-
ers were possresed of that spirit of
cocksureness which often causes men
to err, Instead of reading the in-
structions in regard (o the proper
manner of voting, most of them made
a cross instead of uging figures to ex-
press preference.  Where only one
cross was made, the vote was counted
as a first cholce; but where two namnes
were marked, each with a crosg, there
was no way of determining the voter's
preference and hig ballot went inlo
the ‘null” pile. One voter expressed
“firat
choice,” two sgecond, ete., making it
impossible to count his hallot——it could
not be placed in two piles at the same
time.

The count was made asg follows:
Large cards were prepared each con-
taining the name of one of the candi-
dates named in the ballot; another
-was labélled “‘scattering;” end one
was marked “null votes.” These cards
were arranged on a large table in the
same order as the candidates’ names
appeared on the ballot, followed by Lhe
“scattering” and 'null” cards.

The ballots were then aken up and
inspected to find the voter's first
choice. 1f it was Watson, tké baliot
was placed below the Watson card;
if Allen, bclow Allen's card; if for
gsome person whose name Wwas not
nnnts'rl in the ballot, in the 'seat-
tprmg pile; if the first choice could

be ascertained the ballot went in-
tu the “null voles” pile.

When this first distribution was
made it waz found that W. & Morzan
and James H Ferriss had nct re-
ceived a single firel choice vote; and
ihe remaining ten candidates had bal-
lots as follows: Owers 1, Watson 171,
Williams 7. Weller 2, Breidenthal 4,
Brown 1, Livingston 1, Calderhead 3,
Allen 137, Barker 30. There were 21
pallcts in the “scatteriag” pile, cast
as [ollows: W. J. Bryan 12, T. H.
Tibbles 3, Col. 8. ¥. Nortor. 3, Gen.
Nelson A. Miles 2, Marion Butler 2,
and .G. W. Berge, Tom L. Johuson,
John O. Zabel, Milton Fark, Fred G.
R. Gordon, A, L. Mims, Frank T.
Richey, William R. Hearst and James
B. Weavar had one each, There were
8 hallots in the “null” pile.

While some of the “seattering”
didates had more first choice votes
than several of the regular candi-
dates, it was thought proper to elim-
inate the entire 31 votes first Theae
ballots were then taken up and re-
dlstributed according to decond choice,
An Inspection of the ahstract will
ghow that 8 of thege went o Walson,
2 to Willlams 1 each to Breldenthal,
Brown, and Livingston, 2 to Barka:
and 2 were “null” because no gecond
duriu- had heen marked,

Judege Owers having the lowest num-
her, hin ballot wnas redigtributead, 11
went to Allen, who was the voter's
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wocond cholie
E. Gerry Brown being
the "low men,” hia two voles
redistributed, golpg one each to Wal
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ballots went into the “null” pile; the
other went to Breidenthal,
Bieidenithal went next, his ballols
being given as follows; Walson 2,
Willilams 1, Allen 2, Barker 1

Judge Williams, who kad now eléven
votes, wds next eliminated. Five of
lns ballots weut Lo Watson, 2 to Al-
len, 2 to Barhker, and 2 were “puil”
because no further choice was ex-
pressed,

This left the fleid witah Watson, Al
len and Barker. The last had gained
7 votes in the redistribution, Lut was
slil] far behind the other twe. Fis
voteg being redistributed, 31 «f them
went to Watson, 1 to Allen, and 5
were “null" fer the same reagon as
hefore stated—that no {urther choice
had been marked. One of the ballots
having Barker ag first cholce was
marked for Williams, Weller Living-
ston and one sr two others, az subse-
auent choice; but ag all these had been
previously elimirated, the vote was

“pull”  becanse no cholee was ex-
pressed for a candidale still in the
field.._

Tiig rounded up the work. Watson’s
71 had grown o 219; and Allen's 157
had been increased to 157. If this had
peen a formal vote to make real nom-
inations, the candidates wonld be:
For president, Thomas E. Waison ci
Georgia; for vice president, William
V. Allen of Nonraska—and The Inde-
pendent believes that wou!d malke
about the strongest ticket the pco-
ple's party could put up.

Under the count as made, of course,
it is impossible to know who were
marked a8 second choice in the 171
Watson ballols first given to him, or In
the 127 Allen bhallotg; so I made a
count of zecond choice for the purpove
of making a little analysis of the

vote, 1t Is as follows®

Firet Second

choice, cholee,
IMOVERR: ... saviivnespee 0 27
OWATR rivisvbiaiines o 3 1
ForrtiBs .cvioecennsnns 0 H
YOREREE & oaouindbisnce 111 137
Wihlinme cocicavsnnis { "4
L e TS 3
RBreldenthal ... «.is 1 ]
Hrown - ! 1
Livingston .. ..ovevre 1 7
Calderhead .. . . @ 1
Allen . 2 Mg v (L]
Raplar e SR a0 61
Septierine 5.4 al 14
| Null ballots = 5 Py
Tolals 306 ana

A ittt enlenlation will now show
that In the 16T ballota which went to
tho Allen pile, % of them olalm Wal-
Thin tn wvhlent
from the fact that aHhough Walson
wig namad as second eholee by 137 Aif-
ierant volers, yot he galned but 48 in
the vedistributions—showing that at

least 99 of hig gecond cholce votes are
hidden in the AMen pile. A similar
calenlation for the Watson pile shows
49 Allen second choice votes in it. Aud
i both there are 56 second choice
votes for Barker.

The number of bhallots caat igs not
large, It was not expecied or intend-
ed that it should be. The vole was Ye~
stricted to enrolled. members of the
0Old Guard of Populism, primarily to
increase the interest in' the enroll-
ment—which it did very materially—
and to find out whether the preferen-
tial ballot could be applied in a prac-
tical way in making Qirect momina-
tions. I am satisfled that po' only is
it feasible to make nominations hy di-
rect vote—and fhlu vear, too—but that
the Hare or ‘pr vl‘orentlal" ballot
should be used. Even in the event of
a convention, the ballot could he used
wilth telling effect. Oniy one hallot
would need to be taken, It would do
the work, It might take a little more
¢ime than an -rdinary roll eall—but
there would he mno dead-locks, no
“climbing into the band wagon.”

The ballots cast came from 39 stales
and territories, thus eliminating the
question of sectional prejudices. Per-
haps I had better give a little more de-
| tailed account along this line:

Alabama—17 votes: First choice,
Allen 11, Watson 5, James B, Wca-
ver 1.

Arkansas—12 votes: Firsf cloice,
Allen 1, Watsoa 11, Barker L
California—5 votes: First choice,

Allen 1, Watson 2, Barker 1, “nuli’ 1.

Lulnrado—ﬁ votes: l‘ll‘ﬂt choice,
Allen 3, Watson 2, Owers 1.

District of Columbia: 1 Watson
vole,

Flerida: 1 Watson vete,

Georgia—3 voles: First choice,

Wation 8, Breidenthal 1,

llinois—b vtes: First rhoice, Al-
len 1, Watson 3, Barker 1,
Indlana—156 votes: First  choiee,

Watson 8, Williams 4, Barker 2,
"oull" 1,

lowa—t volea:
1, Watson 2, Buther 1,
ler 1

Kansas—18 votes: First cholee, Al-
I*n 3, Watson §, Narter 3. Drelden-
thal 2 Weller 1 Williamg 2, Hearst |,

Kentucky: 2 Whalson votes,

Youisiana: 1 Watson vote

IFirst cholce Allen
Lryan 1, Wel-

Malne—2 votes: Walson 1. Bavk-
or |

Massachusatty: 1 Miles vole

Michlgan—4 voles: Wnalson 1, Diy-

an 2, Zabel 1,

Minnesota: 1 Watson votes,

Missiaslppl—3 voles Watson 32,
“null" 1.

Mingourl-<48 volea: Allen 4 Wat-
pon 80, Barker § Norton 2, Iiryan 1,
Mrefdonthal 1, Richey 1.

Montana—4 volin Allen 1, Wat-

Calllorhead 2

non "

The Independent Straw Vote’ 3
Nominates Watson and Allen. |

Nebraska—134 votes: Allen 99,
Watson 21, Berge 1, Bryan b, Bnrku'-

1, Brown 1, Tibbles 3, Dutler 1.
“null™ 2,

New Hampshire: 1 vote for Frel }v
G. R, Gordon, o

_t

_ 1 Barker vote. =
New York—2 votes: Allen 1, Brys I"
ﬂ.n 1- o N U “
North Carolina—-4 votes: Wstldl il

3, Butler 1. Y
North Dakota—2 votes: Allen k "
Allen 1, Wat

Watson 1.

Ohio—9 votes: on 9
cull” ‘1, Williamg 1, Tem L. John- .
gon 1. =
Allen 1 Wﬁg

New Jersey:

Oklahoma—5 votes:

son 3, Livingston 1.
Oregon—3 votes: Allen 1, m
1, Norton 1. it
Pennsylvania—2 votes: Walson ’., e
Barker 1. ;
Sonth Dakota—2 voles: Allen .I. r'
Watson 1.,
Tennessee—22 votes: Allen 1, Wlﬁ' 1'_
son 21, “null” 1. s

Watson 21, Br;-l“
‘null” 2, Hﬂﬂ

Texas—36 votes:
an 1, Barker 8, Mims 1,
1, Park 1.

Utah: 1 Allen vote,

Virglnia: 1 Watson vote.

Washington—2 votes: Allen
Calderhead 1, i

West Virgina: 3 Watson votes.

Wisconsin; 1 Bryan vote.

Wyoming: 1 Watson vote.

Such is the experience with tho
ferential ballo'. The result on
occasion wag not close enough to b
out the really effective :eatum--
son being such a general favorite
over the country, Since the polls w
elosed a good many hallots have ¢
in, but, of course, they cannot now
considered, They wiil be reia
howeyer,. and fled away. Al
letters of nvitation will alse cl.l'!"
blank balldt which the reclpiam,_
fill out and return with his enre
ment., Just before the national coms
ventfon—if the nominalions are to b8
made by convention—all ba'lots™ on
hand will be -ounted ind the
announced through The Independs

America Up to Date

(Adapted to the tune of Jim Flik.l
If you listen awhile I will sing you i .
SONE
About this great land of the Iree,
With its trusts and its tramps aﬂ
its millionaire scamps :
From the ocean across to the sea. -
J. Pierpont Morgan and oily John D,, = |

_Jr

Who controls all our hig New Yorl -5
banks; P
Bill Allison, Aldrich, Steve Elklm,
Matt Quay, I >
And a hundred more _rich l?nllrﬁ'
eranks.

Phila Knox, Perry Heath, and m _J.l
Postoffice Payne,
With his Neeleys, Ralhbones, M"U
wild DBeavers,
And a million more grafters all hlln'l'.-

ing for spolls ‘w 4
Like an army of well trained l!-
triowrﬂ
Then Lhére is our sultan of azl th‘
Sulus,
With his servantg and forty oﬂ '
wives,

tlis dattos and eunuchs In lace ﬂ c
eold brad,
And his subjects In fear of M
lives. . .
And all those wlld people we purs
ulmsed of Spain
For “benevolont assimilation,™
Such a bargain we made to get hﬂﬂ
of thelr trade
Was not seen since the days of
creation,
We have selzed all thelr land, burned
thelr houses and crops,
And we cared them with water each
iny.
will maks them kneel down to
the starg and the stripes, '
We will tax them for all they can
Pay. )
“ffty-cent silver” will buv all
thelr wares !
AL half prioe, with (ta lustre and
ring, .
We will make them all kouokle, xowWs
toow. and aalanm,
Doft thelr hul- and shout, “Ced ﬂ"

the klag."”
A. L. IIIMH'KN'A'.
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