JANUARY 28, 1904.

HOW MANY PARTIES

Mr. De Hart, mn one of his articles
gome weeks ago, said that “there can-
pot be but two great political parties
in a country at a time” and assumed
that the question is settled. Now,
why only two? After all the smoke
is cleared away, we find that men are
obliged to cxercise their gsovereizn
powers through the medium of a po-
litical party. With what one shall
they affiliate? Plainly the one which
to them seems most likely to protect
them n “life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.”

But the pursuit of happiness, resent
the statement as we may, cannotl he
divorced from the pursuit of thinge
which man needs or wants—in f,lun't.
the accumulation of property. Hence,
under all, political parties mnst have
an economic foundation, The fact that
in the past only two greal parties
have existed, is proof only that there
were two great divisions of property,
each struggling for politizal dominion.
For convenience of expression these
may be termed agricultural and
manufacturing, ‘T'he war between the
two great divisions of property sLill
continues, although a very one-sided
contest because the democratic party,
as it now exists, hag failed to show
that it can be depended upon to Tep-
resent the agriculturists—and the re-
publican never pretends to, except at
election time.

With the growln of socialisih, how-
ever, a new factor enters, and the
coming struggle, as The Independent
views it, will be a three-cornered
fight, with the profit-takers represent-
.ed by the republican party (manufac-
turing): the rent-takers reprezented
by the democratic party, or some other
built upon its ‘foundation (agricul-
ture); and the wage takers repic-
sented by the soclalist party.

Simply because men have hereto-
fore aligned themselves with one or
the other of two great parties, 18 not
proof that they will always do ro.
Men are learning more aboul maltters
political every day, becoming “clasg
conscious” as the socialists say. The
big capitalists have never heen any-
thing else. But the farmers are
learning a few lessons themselves,
and while they may agree with Mr.
De Hart's conclusions as to the rel-
ative merits of tariff tweedledee and
tweedledum, not many of them, at
jeast here in the west, when they get
at the root of the matter, will. Le will-
ing to give their hife-long political an-
tagonist, the manufacturer, a loal in
order that he may give them a cruinb
in return.

There is nothing of sect'onal or
class hatred in this, Adom Sinith
contended that the individual 1 an
orderly pursuit of his own interest
thereby promoted the good of all. so
collections of individuals, known as
a political party, will promote the
good of all by pursuing, in an oruer-
ly, honest way, their collective in-
terest. There is no reason why an
‘agricultural party should waste any
l(*ar:;; over the manufacturer—he has
ghown remarkable ability in taking
care of himseil

Along this line Mark Foster touched
the keynote last week (“The Point of
Attack,” p. 13) when ae sald:

“It ig true, though, as My, De
Hart says, that protection is the
settled poliey of this country and
for us to izht against it is a
waste of effort. What we should
do is to ignore the . tariff, and
continue to fight for public rail-
roads, scientific money, and free
land.

“At the same time we should
point out thnt while ali conscrva-

tives admit business interests
need protection, and it must he
had through legislation, tarift

protection does not ap ly to

workingmen and farmers, and

these clasgses muast therefore have
protection by cother means,”

A proteclive tariff iz essenlially
favorable to the manufacturing in-
torests, hat, with some trifllng excop-
tions, it 18 not possible to benefit the
agricultural intercsts by such & mous-
ure. It Is true that incldenially some
benefita may accrue to sto
by a tariff on cattle, to sugny beet
growors by a tariff on sugar, and so |
on: bt much of this advantage Is
transferred to the manufacturer's
pociiots by means of rebates op cx-
ports, like, for example, the taril® on

1
K Browers

hitles, Agricultural interests. as M
Foster points out, must “have protey
tion by other meanus” than a tarlft |
Thia they coan secul through tha |

populist  demands for relorm  in |
““money imnd and transportation, "
‘h'-l[ gElrow out of the nevessailioe of |
the asricultural lnteresta and which ‘
i enacted nto law. would benefit agrl
gulturiats wore than any other clasa

fet the masulfacturearg have thel: |
protective tarift, If It is necessary for!
thelr welfare: but let them sevure it
by thelr aown votlng strength, Thels
“protection” agaiust the lnvasions of

pauper-made foreign goods (made in
lands where the "enlightened” gold
standard prevails) must' not be used
as a means of domestic robbery—and
goverhment railroads and govern-
ment money. will go a long way to-
wards preventing this evil. Al any
rate, inasmuch as the manufacturing
element looks after its interests 366
days in every year, it is time that the
agricultural clement did a little more
looking after its own interests, “Live
and let live"” is a very good motto—
but so is “charity begins at home.”
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STATE TAXKES 1004

The corporation republican legis-
lature of 1903, ‘having made lotai ap-
propriations of $3,740,280.70 to be ex-
pended during the biennivm which
will end March 31, 1905, (which must
be paid out of the state tax levies of
1903 and 1904), and having enacted a
new revenue law in order to permit
the big corporations to escape paying
their fair share of the taxes, has pre-
sented a situation which ig anything
but encouraging to the “redeemere.”
Already the republican organs are
busying themselves with apologics.

The appropriations of 1303 aggre-
gatle nearly a mililon and a half great-
er than the appropriations made hy
the populist legislature of 1887, and
it standg to reason that if this im-
mense sum is to be met without an
enormous inercase in the state’s float-
ing debt, state taxes must be in-
creased very materially, The siate
levy for 1903 averages something like
30 per cent higher than that of 1503,
and The Independent cannot see how
the levy of 190) can be much lesgs Lhan
double the amount levied in 1902.
Here are the reasons:

Section 134 of the new revenue law,
which becomes effective this year,
provideg that—

“The rate of the general state
tax shall be sufficient to realize
the amount necessary to meet ap-
propriations made by the legisla-
ture for the year in which the tax
is levied, and an additional sum
not exceeding 20 per cent of Lhe
amount of any existing state iu-
debtednesg, and not exceeding in
all 5 mills on the dJollar valua-
tion.”

Now, without makin® an exhaustive
examination of the appropriations
made last year, The Independent fig-
uresg that about $817,000 is against
fundg other than the general fund,
leaving the net general fund appro-
priations about $2,923.000 for the two
yearg, to be covered by the tax lev-
fes of 1903 and 1904,

lLast year the slate board made a
general fund levy of $1,135,721.69,
which would 'eave, in round num-
bers, $1,787,000 to be levied this vear
for the general fund simply to cover
the appropriations, and withovt con-
gidering the 20 per cent of “any ex-
isting state indebtedness.”

We know that the “existing slate
indebtedness' on November 3v, 1303,
aggregated the sum of $2,263,175.21,
and it is reasonable to suppose that it
will not be any smaller by the time
the levy of 1944 is made, Twenty per
cent of that would mean an addi-
tion of %$452,000, making the {otal
general fund jevy $2,239,000, without
considering the levies for stale uni-
versity .and temporary school fund,

It is reasonable to suppose that the
levies for temporary school and glate
university will he about the same as
st year—say, $387,000, Hence, the
possible—and probable—tax levy for
the year 1904 will look something like
this:

For general fund...........$2.239,000
For other fundse...ccoeovses 387,000

Tota) ey menie e os s S OHG000
This will mean that state taxes
this year will be 72 per cent higher

than in 1903, or nearly two and a
half times as great as in 190%, or
more than twice as much as under
the blgpast ever made by the
populists,
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The Independent belleves Chanoel-
lor Andrews misjudged the temper of
Nebroaska when he sollelted
Roeckelellon contributlona Ong ¢ean
™ ;l-i”.r underatand the Chancellor's
foelings 1n seelng the University grow
under his magnlilcont administiation
and how he might swallow hilg pride
nnd ask for almas to secure what hi
believed o be o much peeded bulld-
ing Ihat those Nebragkans who have
ondured the grasshoppers drout ha
and pani did it by living in the wl
hotise yutll thay eould afford to hitld
n better one; while thaly
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Deighbors

who wanted to grow rapldly, and bor
rowed money (o balld fne hon hav
:lllu.‘_ pitee goae threvish the courts

of mortgage foreclofure amd are on
the (roantie beggith over
sgaln Henoa there ln no enthus

insm oOYer 1 I P et a b ihd up
the U'niversity faster than the siate
Iwell lmproves, cspecially when the
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' THE TIME
TO PLANT
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Grass Seed.

It's sure to advance as planting time draws near.
An order placed today will pay you.

2}-bu. grain bags extra at 15¢ each for alfalfa,

clover, and timothy.

Griswold Seed Co.

149 So. 10th St., Lincoln, Neb.
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Write for catalog.
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Ty Heats evenly,

everywhere.
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Oniv” Incubator,
Regulates perfectly,
Hatches surely. R 3
In caring for chicks The Only Brooder beats i ST

= the old hen at her own game,
Write for free catalogue,

Lincoln Incubator Co.
Box E, Lincoln, Neb.
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Agents wanted

funds to be uced are quite generally
regarded as “blood money.” *
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Notes From New York

The number of cattle that can be
put in a car is limited by law in New
Yorik, but the number of human be-
Ings I8 not go limited, In Burcope Lhe
same consideration for human beiugs
is Jemanded of the corporations for
human beings as for caltle. The cor-
porations own the government here,
but over there the governmen! owng
the corporations,

There were 441 new national banks
created last year, every one of which
will be a little center af activity to
Kkeep the party in power that grants
special privileges to the few, [Sach
one of these can take theiy capital,
put it in bondg and then take the
honds down to Washington and get all
the money they have [nvested back
and get interegt on the bonds also,
That ig a nice little privilege. An-
other item in the comptroller’s report
shows that while the banks increased
their capital only $48,180,000 their
| loang increased $201%00,000, So the
{ banks not only got double interest
on their capital, but they loaned and
got interest on nearly five times as
i'mm-h money as they put _into the
| buginess. The hanker winks his left
eye and the mullet headg continue to
“vote 'er straight.”

The innate vilininy of the tanil
prafters never had a better demon-
stration than Jhe recoant hLill iniyo-
duced by Senator Frye compeliing all
'n-:nh: betweon the Philippines and
|1E:¢- United States to be earried In
American ships, If that law is passod,
there would be an Immediate rise In
frelght and the farmers of Awmerioa
[ would have an additional bill to pay
for binding twine In additlen to Lthe
extravagant charges now made by
the trust,

The present plan of the shin sl
didy schemers (s Lo gel congress (o ald
ipecuintors to buy r"l'i‘lrlﬂ huiht ‘ﬂ..!ln
and tax the people to run them. That
\ wome such seheme ag Lhat will bhe

pul through the frst congress aller
| the pext prewide iinl olection o well
| posted mwan sbout New York doubls

The Now YOrk papers are pow say-
ing that M the Fansma canal in not
aa Joend an Judlius Cacsir It s cerinine-
Iy aa dead as Numa Pomplilue aller
Cassiun treied hia dagger on him, The

Independent remarked somc years
ago that an isthmian canal would
never he built while the trnna-conﬂ'-: -
nental railroads owned so many |

United States senators,

The thing that has occupled the
most space in the New York dallies
during the last week, after the dig
cussion of a bolt from the democratle
party, has been Christian science,
Several long edilorials have appeared 3
on the subject in papers that have
gencrally been satisfied with a quip,
a sarcasm or an unfriendly jibe. They
all now say that that cult has passed
the stage of ricicule and ig something |
that must bLe reckoned with ~as &
prominent part of the religons moves
ment of the day. The New York Sum,
which has heretofore treated the
movement only with sarcasm, had col=
umns of fairly commendatory matter
about the great million dollar Flsst
Church of Christian science at 96th
street, of which I wrote something
the other day., The Sun says. “Thelr
number is constantly growing and,
apparently, with rapidity, Its tem=
ples of worship, bullt by its devolees,
are many and frequently imposing.
In one way and another it has af-
fected  religlous thought far beyond
the limits of the Christian sclence cult
specifically.”  Being in the uneiglibors
hood of this building, which com= "
mands the hizhes. plandits o. experts
in architecture, I called upor the sus
perintendent.  The readers of The Ine
depondent will be interested In a des
gcription of how a  milllon deliae
chureh 1s run.  This church Is open
every day in the year. The pérmas=
nent, pald employes, « '.-\i-.,llng of en= |
gineers, electrigians, the men who
ook alfter the great ovyan and those
cngapcd In keeping cveryihing spols
lessly cloan, aumber 1y lve, Besides
these therg s o large corps of voluns
teers on duty, The reading room Is
an elegantly furnished parlor and
there are always a number of well
dromsed and cultured ladies present Lo
wWelcome oyery caller and make him
feel Instantly at home. They “enters
in” as the Indies do In their owxn
homes along Filth avenue and with
just us much sleganve and grace. The -
echo organ and chimes wero I"IJ’“ I
while 1 wan In the church and It wan
the sweelest and most wonderful mu=
woal eMect 1 aver hoard, either in thin
country or Burope, The chureh 1o
very high and what In other churchen
i 0 vAulted uselesy space, has been
el off with a moedium high conag,
supporied by beautiful arches and the



