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The Natere of Monopoly

Cincinnati, June 28.—"The Natura
of Monopoly.” This was the subject
of a sermon by Herbert S. Bigelow at
the Vine Street Cozgregational church
today.

Text: “Woe to him that increaseth
that which is not his.”—Hab. 2:T.

The day is passed, said Mr, Bigelow,
for swaying men by the citation of
Seriptural authority. That is well
“Who does not know what confusion of
thought and viciousness of conduct
have resulted from the practice of si-
lencing reason with Scripture texts?

Shakespeare never said a truer
thing than when he declared:

1 be Devil can cite Scripture for his |
nur;.cse”

1t resreant preachers wish to Iu_r—
nish ccmfort to monopolists they will
find as much Scripture for their pur-
pose as did the preachers who justifiel
from “Holy Writ" that cruder form of
sorvitude ecalled chattel slavery. |

Even some of the reported sayings of |
Jegus are not incapable of being

pressed into such a cause. i

In Mathew 20:15 we read: “Is it|
not lawful for me to do what I wi}l!
vith mine own?" This is the ultima- |
tum with which an employer rejected
a petition for hizher wages. I wonder
that the pulpit apologists for existing
wrongs have not made use of this|
1«¥t. Mr. Parry's sermons might all‘
be preached from it. The men whoi
“have nothing to arbitrate” would find
cemfort in it

There is another passage which
mizght give them some comfort pro-
vided they do not look too closely in-
to its meaning, and that is the par-
ahle of the unprofitable servant. Here
we have the familiar picture of a
shrewd and not over-gerupulous mo-
nopolist—one of those men who have
1.0 interest in any principle save the
prineipal which yields dhem interest.
Let the servant describe him,

“lord, I know thee that thou art a
bard man, reaping where thou didst
not sow, and gathering where tlmui
didst not scatter.” _

Of counrse this monopolist I8 not
cornmended in the parable. Neither is
he condemned. If one were looking
for the Seriptural authority ito reap
the fruits of other men's labor he
might easily persuade himself that
he Yound it here.

Then there is the famous reminder
that we have the poor always with us.
We krnow what valiant service that
text has done in the cause of econ-
omic slavery. Jesus might also have
gaid: “The slaves ye have always
with you.” He would have stated 2
fact. And it would have been as
logical to discourage cll attempts to
abolish chattel slavery because, for-
scoth, slavery alw: s had existed, as
to reconcile ourselves to poverty in
th~ future because it has existed in

the past.
Hven the hest of our preachers have
not escaped the error of looking at

poverty as a blessing in disguise, when
thev shonld see that it is the fruit of
monopoly and the mark of slavery. |
For example, take these words of so |
great and good a man as Phillips|
Brooks:

“T know how superficial and un- |
feeling, how like mere mockery, words |
in praise of poverty may seem . . . but
I am sure that the poor man's dignity
and freedom, his self-respect and en-
ergy, depend upon his cordial knowl-
edge that his poverty is a true region
and kind of life, with its own chances
of character, its own springs of hap-
piness and revelations of God. Let
him resist the characterlessness which |
often comes with being poor. Let him
ivsist on respecting the condition
where he lives. ILet him learn to love
s § Shil

Reflect for a moment on the “poor
man's dignity.” Enthuse if you can
over the popor man’'s freedom.

it is evident thzt those who speak |
thus do not know the mraning of that |
dreadinl word ‘“‘paveity.”

The wages of one of the girls who
clerks in a certain dry goods store :s
six dollars a week, Out of that sh2
paid four dollars and a half for board.
Imagine the “freedom” of paying for
clothes and dentists’ and doctors’ bills
and street car fares and summer vaca-
tions and insurance and savings ac-
count out of one dollar and a half a
weelk! This girl is to be married. The
girls in the store have eontributed out
of (heir scant wages to buy their sis-|
ter~worker clothes necessary for her
wedding,

Last week T received a letter from
a manufacturer in Pittsburg. The day
he wrote twenty men had called at his |
factory seeking work. Half of these
men could be hired for $1.25 a day or |
less. In his factory men are working |
for nine dollars a week and less. That |
wage will buy such food and hnnslngi
as the poor are accustomed to, but it
cannot buy food and housing as work- |
irgmen ought to be able to command. |

How can such men afford to lose threol ing made to frame 4 law and that thel

| first laws of nature,

days’ time and spend money for rail-
road fare to attend a con\ention
their political party? They stay at
home and work, Those who have
money go. Thus wealth rules and the
pcor man's freedom becomes a nam<
only.

Suppose we substitute “slavery” for
the word “poverty” and “slave” for
“poor man.” Then we should read:

“l am sure that the slave's dignity
and freedom, his self-respect and en-
ergy, depend upon his cordial knowl-
edge that his slavery is a true region

and a kind of life, with its own
chances of character, its own springs|
of happiness and revelations of Gol, l
Let him resist the characterlesspness
which often comes with lLzing a slave. |
Let him insist on respecting the cun-i
dition where he livcs. Let him leara |
to+«love it.”

We all feel the mockery of that. 8o
would we feel the mockery of all this
praise of poverty if we understood that
we have monog >lies today which are
forms of slavery and that from this
slavery comes that condition of hope-
less drudgery which we call poverty.

The world has greater need of
preachers to expose the nature of mo-
nopoly than to declaim on the bless-
ings of poverty.

“Weoe to him that increaseth that
which is not his.” We need sermons
or such texts as this.

Monopoly is a law-created advant-
age which enables some to increase
that which is not theirs. It is a
method of getting other people's mon-
ey without getting into gaol.

Thirty years ago John Stuart Mill
kit upon the base of all monopoly
when he said:

“Land is limiied in quantity, while
the demand for it, im a prosperous
coeuntry, is constantly increasing The
incomes of land owners are rising
while they are sleeping, through the
general prosperity produced by the
lahor and outlay of ot“er people.”

In the last fifteen years the land
values in the city of Boston has in-
creased $245,000,000. That money is
the property of the city of Boston. But
by land monopoly it has been diverted
into private pockets.

Woe to that city and woe to tha:
civilizatlon which permits the few
thus to increase that 'which is mot
theirs,
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HARDY'S COLUQ\N

Much has been said and written, of
late, in regard to the right ¢f the state
to shorten the life of a muraerer. Has
not the state the same divine right to
sherten life that it has to shorten lib-
erty and the purcuit of happiness! Lib-
erty is God-given just as much as life.
According to the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, life, liberty and the pursuic
of happiness all stand on the sam?
elevation and if by crime we forfeit
our right to one we at the same tima
forfeit our right to ail three. Reason
and Christianity sanections the short-
ening of a criminal’s life as clearly as |
it sanctions the cutting short his Iih-|
erty.

Self-defense and prbtection and the
protection of community is one of the

; It prevails all |
through the animal kingdom and even |
in the vegetable kingdom it is visible
in a measure by thorns and bard |
shells,. How can we guarantee self-

defense and protection only to put the
murderer where he can never cc.mmzi'
murder again? Murder is oiten com-
mitted by prisoners in prison. Then

after a few y=ars they are likely to
be liberated and as a rule they area
the same beings, |
i
Our governor has for years back lef |
out life prisoners every Fourth of July.
The greatest blessing we ecan confer
upon a murderer is to shorten his life |
a few years or perhaps only a few|
days., A murderer can prepare for |
deaih in & few days jr t as well as in |
23 many years. He is liable to com-
mit more murders if allowed to live,

-

A majority of the Towa democrats in
state convention trampled underfoot
and spit upon the two national Bryan
platforms. We are today & Lincoln
republican and sti!” stand on every
platform he stood on and hold to ev-
ery principle he advocated. We are
algso a Bryan democrat and will be at
the end of the next forty years. From
childhood we have been opposed to
glavery, unjust and unequal taxation
and special laws for tne Lenefit and
protection of a few to the loss of the
many. We have always been a politi-
eal worshiper ¢f the Declaration of In-
dependence. And are grieved fo think
that our government has over-ridden
those principles in time Philippine isl-
ands.

There seems to he a 8° ong effort he-
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Looking For Bargains

This store always at the front with greater value
The big reliable grocery
your economical consideration a “Special Combina-
tion” of staple articles at a saving of from 20 to 30
per cent over what you are now paying. Money

than others.

saved is money earned.

We pay all the freight.

easier than by sending $10 in draft, express or money
order to this store for the following bill.
thing packed securely and delivered at your depot.

resents for

You cannot earn money

Every-

WA= ‘63 Ibs Best Granulated Sugar For $1.00

-

3 1bs. best tea.....
16 1bs. fresh rolled

Dank and the Independent

THE FARMERS

SPECIAL COMBINATION NO 99.
66 Ibs. best granulated sugar... $1 00°
8 1bs. Lion or Arbuckle's coffee. 1 00
llllll T N N Y 1 50

12 Ibs. flake hominy.......... 3 50
6 Ibs. choice large raisins..... 50
2 pkegs. yeast cakeS......c.ouunn 10
6 1bs, cholce rice......ccvvvvvnen 50
6 Ibs. choice Prunes........s..s 50
1 large pkg. matches........... 25
4% 10¢ pkgs, stove polish....., g 25
3 boxes gloss or corn starch... 26
25 bars laundry soap.......... 100
o 10c cakes tar S0AP....svuses o 25 °
1-2 Ib. pure EINEer....eeovverss 20 \
1 Ib. pure pepper........eeeeves A 25
1-2 1b. cinnamoOn...ovevinvsoss » 20 ¢
S CANB 1Y€k savivias owissitus 25 '
2 1bs, best baking powder...... 50
€ pkegs. soda........... 60
$10 00

-
Write for a price list mailed free for the asking. Reference Columbia National

226-22%~230-232-234-236-238 No. loth, LINCOLN, NEB.

S0 O _"

OatB...ieavs 60
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GROCERY CO.

next congress 1 ill pass, limiting all
day’s work to eigh. hours. If such &
law should pass employers would at
once contract labor by the piece or by
the hour. The next move would be ta
shorten hours to f ty minutes. The
farmers who -work for themselves gen-
erally work twelve ltour. in a day,
and every boy and girl has to do a
portion of the work, After seven or
eight years of age they earn their own
living, If our labor unions wounld en-
courage their members to go to work
for themselves a llesing and no
strikes would follow.

The murder of the king and queen
of Servia with eigkt other royal blood
officers seems to F» sanctioned by a
majority of the people of that country,
After this they better limit the time
that one person can be king, The
slanghter of our three presidenls was
rot sanctioned, publicly, by a singio
American human being. And the as-
sassins in each case were put where
they will never assassinate arother
president.

We have had one glorious court de-
cicion lately, tLat of cancelling the
constitutional amendment that in-
creased the pay of our legislators from
$3 to $5 a day and from forty to sixty
days' service. 'T':at :mendment was
counfed in by republi ans and when
the fusion party undertook te play the
gamefgame the republicans kicked up
a big row. The decision will undoubt-
¢dly be sanctioned by the suprem2
court and then a constifutional con-
vention will be ecalled by the next leg-
islature. Lots of state money has been
gpent unlawfully by every adminis-
tration for years,

U'p in Manitoba, ten or fifteen hun-
dred miles north of here, the sun rises
at 3 in the morning and sets at 9
in the evening. Of course two or three
more hours of sunshine in-a day will
Lelp the growth of vegetation.

Seventy years ago a young man
could be ordained and made a preach-
er or priest with rum or whigky on
his breath. And visiting preachers
were treated with strong drink
Twenty-five years ago young men
with a cigar, pipe or end of tobacco
in the mouth could gain ordination.
Not go today in the Methodist church.
It was only a little over a hundred
vears ago that the first seed of per-
manent  people’s .government was
planted: Before that tlme the rulers
of the world wer born rulers and
whether idiot or knave they ruled and
their children or nearest relative fol-
lowed. Now there is not a crowned
head on this continent and republics
climb up near a score.

We ecan’t believe that the taxpavers

of the state of New York will vote for

SMOKE YOUR MEAT WITH
A BRUSH.

The new method of smoking meat has
come (o stay. It has already come and stai
s0 long in many paris of the country that §
there is no Iongerlu more thought ofrohlg -
back to the old method than of returning to §
the old-fashioned ox cart. When you smoke
your meat with our Mrdern Meat Smoker,
you accomplish all that could possibly be
done by the old method, and something that
the old way does not accomplish. The mesat
is better protected against deeay and against
the atlacks of germs and insects, n%ng
better, it looks better, and it will bring more
mnncﬁp. The old method of smoking dries
ont the meat and reduces the weight. The |
shrinkage is often cne-fifth, and this runs
into money when you consider the amount
of meat the average farmer usually smokes.
Our Modern Meat Smoker is practically con.
denred liquid smoke which can be applied
in aminute with a brush or a sponge, and
that ends the process. You run no
of losing by fire or theft, sud save both time
and money. Our Modern Meat Smoker is
put up in quart bottles ouly. One bloitle
will cover 250t0 100 Ibs. of meat. Regular
price, 75¢c; cul price, sgc.

We Cut Everything (n the Drug Line,

RIGGS,

‘The Drug Cutter.

New Location, 1321 O St., Lincoln, Neb,

o
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a hundred million of state bonds, the
money to be expended in enlarging
the Erie canal. The canal has already =
been enlarged two or three times, It =
is well that the matter is referred to
the voters of the state. Referendum is
one of Bryan's broad platform planks.
There are many legislative and con-
gressional acts now on the statute
books that would be vetoed if sub-
mitied to. a vote. The anti-silver bill
of 1873 would have been vetoed ten to
one if it had been submitted and if
an income tax law was submitted to-
cay it would earry ten to one, Then
would the high tariff, of today, that
protects the trusis in selling goods
in Europe. twenty or sixty per cent
cheaper than they sell here at home,
be beaten ien to one if submitted. Sen-
ators and all judges should be elected
by the people and there should be no
life offices of any kind. If the tax-
payers of New York would build, or
buy, one or two double-track rail-
roads from Buffalo to Albany they
could move freight and passengers
cheaper than they could on water.
Rich politicians are willing the_gov-
ernment should own and run canals,
but not railroads, because railroads
sre the machines for making mil=
lionaires,

H. W. HARDY,
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The single taxers told their story in
the Henry George Edftion. The so- =
clalists may tell theirs in the Karl
Marx Edition, July 23, 1903, *



