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~ HABITS AND CUSTOMS

=

Es ;'Mp-llll Showa Thelr Infilnence on Opin~
e S fons—Nataral Law of Taxstion

- 1“We came into this world with
S ready to receive any impres-
To the eyes of infancy all Is
" mew; one thing is no more wonderful

~ than another. In whatever lies be-

~ yond common experience we assume
lhe beliefs of those about us, and it

48 indeed difficult for us to disre-
. gard the accepted opinions of our

-'_..e.. 1 .
= “The'vast majority of us would as

" unhesitatingly believe that this earth
~ i flat, supported by a huge turtle, in
. @& community where that opinion pre-
. walled, as we now believe it is a

w eircling around the sun. No

- ,." eory i8 iovo [aise, no fabie 00 au-

~ surd, no superstittion too degrading

" for acceptance when it has become
. embedded in common belief.

. “In this tendency to accept what
"~ we find, to believe what we are told,
~ I8 at once good and evil. It is thus
<. at social ndvance s made posel-
' Dble; that each generation obtains the
~ hard won knowledge of preceeding

generations; and that errors and per-
> versions thus received enslave us;
~ that tyranny is maintained and su-

- perstition is perpetuated.” .
. Polygamy is unnatural, yet it geems
" perfectly natural when it is generally

. accepted. Chattel slavery contravened
' the Declaration of Independence, yet it
.~ was regarded as right and proper
"~ where it existed. So with many other
unnatural things that are accepted
. without question,

. There are two qualities of human
pature that it is well to call to the
mind also. The one is the power of
habit—the tendency to continue to d7
things in the same way; the other is
the possibility of mental and moral
- deterioration. The effect of the first
. in social development is to continue
" habits, customs, laws and methods
" long after they have lost their orig-
*  inal influences; and the effect of the
. other is to permit the growth of in-
. stitutions and modes of thought from
~  which the normal perceptions of men
~ {ustinctively revolt.

As society advances, the disposi-
tion to continue previous social ad-
justments tends to grow stronger and

. stronger. Hence we cling to the habit

* of supporting the same political or-
\ ganization long after it has accom-

. plished its mission and regardless of

- the principles advocated. The most
~ glaring wrongs are perpetrated and

sanctioned in its name, and the very

. idea of justice is blurred by the habit-

e “toleration of injustice.

- In this way a republican govern-
mént may eastly and rapidly - grow
into a political despotism, in which
' our public servants become public
L bosses and the masses of the people
mere slaves to their caprice, and the
most grievous wrongs practiced upon
them will excite admiration rather
than indignation.
But mental habits which make such

a 'state of things seem natural are
- breaking up; superstitions and fears
. which prevent i‘'s being questioned
i are melting away; beliefs which make

the masses content with such condi-
tions are dying out; and while every-
thing tends to awaken a sense of nat-
ural equality under the laws to

use the aspirations and ambitions

f the whole people, to excite a keen-

. er and keener perception of the gross
B mmrLIce of existing Inequalities of
: vilege and wealth; yet, at the same
.  time everything tends to the rapid
*  and monstrous increase of these in-
| equalities under our present system.
= Never since great estates were eating
. out the heart of Rome has the world

~ peen such enormous fortunes as are

. .now being accumulated by monopoly.

~ Under such conditions we are slow

to aporeciate the fact that the gar-
ment of laws, customs and political

. {nstitutions, which each plane of civ

. {lization weaves for itself, is constan:i~

ly tending to become too tight, like a

. Dboy's pants, so to speak, as civiliza-
= tlon advances, if unaccompanied by
. changes in social adjustments,

"~ To tax land values—the unearned
~  increment, as Jefferson called it—is
" no mere flscal reform; it Is a con-
forming of the most important social

‘ ents to natural laws, It is the
- only natural system. To those wlo
. have never given thought to the mat-
. ter it may seem irrelevantly presump-
~ tuous to say tbat it is the evident in-
. tent of the Creator that land values

ghould be the subject of taxation, Yet
to whoever does think of It, to say
this will appear no more presumptuous
than to say that the Creator has in-
tended men to walk on their feet.and
not on their hands.

: in his soeclal relations,. is as
-~ much included In the creative scheme
> a8 man in his physical relations. Just
* as certainly as the fish was intended

* to swim in the water, and the bird to
~ fiy through the air, and the rabbits
.~ to burrow under the ground, was man
- jntended to live with his fellows on
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top of the ground. He i8 by nature
4@ social animal. And the creative
scheme must embrace the life and de-
velopment of society, as truly as it
embraces the life and development of
the individual. Our civilization can-
not carry us beyond the domain of
law. Railroads, telegraphs and labor
saving machinery are no more acci-
dents than are flowers and trees,
Man is driven by his instincts and
needs to form society. Society, thus
formed, has certain needs and fuu. -
tions for which revenue is required.
These meeds and functions increasc
with eocial development, requiring a
larger and larger revenue, Now, ex-
perience and analogy, if not the in-
stinctive perceptions of the human'
mind, teach us that there is a natural
way of satisfying every natural want,
otherwise animal life could not exis’.
And if human society is included in
nature, as it surely is, this must ap-
ply to social wants as well as to the
wants of the individual, and there
must he a natural or right method of
taxation, to raise revenue to satisfy
the wants of society, as there is a
natural or right method (o provide
food and raiment to satisfy the wants
of the individual. i

The value of land—the unearned in-
crement of land values—only arises
as in the Integration of society tha
‘need for som2 public or common rev-
enue beging to be felt. It increases
as the development of society goes o,
and larger and larger revenues are
therefore required. Taxation of land
values does not lessen the individual
incentive to production and accumu-
lation, as do other methods of taxa-
tion; on the contrary, it leaves por-

fect freedom to productive forces and,

prevents restrictions upon production |

from arising. It does not foster mo-
nopolies and cause unjust inegualitiez
in the distribution of wealth, as do
other taxes; on the contrary, it has
the effect of treaking down monopoly
and equalizing the distribution of
wealth. It does not beget the eva-
sion, corruption and dishonesty that
flow from other systems, and can be
collected with greater certainty and
economy than any other tax. In shoij,
it conforms to every economic and
moral requirament. As justice gives
to the individual what he produces by
his mind or his muscle, then fthat
can be more in accordance with that
prineiple of justice than that the un-
earned increment of land values.
which is not created by individual ef-
fort, but arises from the existence and
growth of society, should be taken
by society for social needs?

This is the natural law of taxatioa
or rent: “Ag iIndividuals come to-
gether in communities and society
grows, integrating more and. more
its individual members, and makine
general interests and general condi-
{ions of more and more relative im-
portance, there arises, over and above
the value which individuals can cre-
ate for themselves, a value which is
created by the community as a whols
and which, attaching to land, becomes
tangible, definite and capable. of com-
putation and appropriation. As so-
ciety grows, so grows this value which
springs from and represents in tang-
ble form what society as a whole
contributes to production, as distin-
guished from what is contributed by
individual exertion. By virtue of nat-
uvral law in those aspects which it is
the purpose of the science we cal
political economy to discover, as it is
the purpose of the sciences which we
call chemistry and astronomy to dis
cover other aspects of natural law—
all social advance necessarily contri-
butes to the ircrease of this common
value; to the growth of this common
fund.”

Here is a provision made by nat-
ural law for the increasing needs of
soclal growth: here is an adaptation
“of nature by virtue of which the nat-
ural progress of soclety is a progress
toward equality, not toward inequal-
ity; a centripetal force tending to
unity, growing out of and ever bal-
ancing a centirifugal force tending t>
diversity. Here is a fund belonging
to society as a whole from .which,
without the degradation of alms, pri-
vate or public, provision can be mada
for the weak, the helpless, the aged;
from which provision can be made for
the common wants of all as a matter
of common right to each.

And, when we consider the phe
nomenon of *he natural law of taxa-
tion, it reveals to us one of those
beautiful and beneficent adaptations
in which more than in anything elso
the human mind recognizes evidences
of mind Infinitely greater and catches
glimpses of {he Master Workman.

But by permitting individuals to ap-'
propriate this fund—the unearned in-
crement—which nature plainly in.
tended for the use of all—for the uss
of society, we throw the children’s
bread to the dogs of greed and lust;
we produce a primary inequality
which gives 1ise in every direction to

month of May, 1903. Reference;

dependent.

10 ibs Giib Edge Coiiee
6 1bs Fancy Bright Apricots,

3 cans Beatrice Corn........
6 1bs Fancy Head Rice
3 Pkgs. 10¢ Soda. ......

1 Bottle Lemon Ixtract.....
1 Bottle Vanilla Extract

Branch &

Cor. 10th and P Sts,

LT T T T T T T T T

We will deliver the following $10.00 combination to any town in
the state of Nebraska, freight prepaid b%:

50 lbs Best Granulated Sugar............... Sende
20 1bs Choice Prunes, New Crop.......covovvuvneeen..
25 Bars Good Laundry So8P......cvvvvrinenanns
2 1bs High Grade Japan Tea...

4 Ibs Fancy 4 Crown Large RAiSing. ... .0c00nvnnns

33 1b cans cans Tomatoes.............

1 Can 160z, Cream of Tartar Baking Powder

Tese sann
(RN}

3 Pkgs 10 Corn Starch..............
3 Pkgs 10c Gloss Starch......
11b Pure Black Pepper......ccovuvnen...

All the above for

Orders for customers outside of the state of Nebraska
add T5c to pay part of freight.

What we Advertise we Do,

MAY 14, 1503.

(rocerieS

Special 'ay Combination |
We Pay the Freight

us, any time during the

First National Bank or The In-

.+ .. $L00
.. 100
. 100

15

50

26
25
Rill)
25
26
25

LR
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Miller Co.

Lincoln, Neb.
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.by studying her laws, and in condi-

other tendencies to Inequality; and)
* from this perversion of the good gifls

of the Creator, from this ignoring an1l
defying of His social laws there arise
in the very heart ol our ecivilizaticn
those horrible and monstrous things
that betoken social putrefaction.

As we have made, and are still
making, enormous advances on ma-
terial lines, it becomes necessary that
we commensurately advance on moral
lines. Civilization as it progresses . :-
quires a higher conscience, a keencr
sense of justice, a warmer brother-
hood, a wider, loftler, truer public
gpirit. Failing these, civilization must
pass into destruction. It cannot b=
maintained 2n the ethics of savagery.

The sqgial and political problems
that confront us are darker than they
realize who have not given thought
to them; yet their solution is a mer:
matter of the adjustment of social
forces. Man masters material nature

tions and powers that seemed most
forbidding, has already found his rich-
est storehouses and most powerful
seérvants. Although we have but be-
gun to systematize our knowledge >f
physical nature, it is evident that she
will refuse us no desire if we but
geek its gratification in accordance
with her laws.

And that faculty of adapting means
to ends which has enabled man to
convert the once impassable ocean
into his highway, to transport him-
self with a speéd thal leaves the shal-
low behind, to annihilate gpace in ths
communieation of his thought, to con-
vert the rocks into warmth and light
and power and material for a thou-
sand uses, to weigh the stars and
analyze the sun, to make ice under the
equator and bid flowers bloom in
northern winters, will also, if he wil
use it, enabls him to overcome social
difficulties and avoid social dangers.
The domain of law is not confined to
physical nature. It just as certainly
embraces the mental and moral uni-
verse, and social growth and social
life have their laws as fixed as those
of matter and motion. Would we
make gocial life healthy and happy,
we must discover those laws and scek
cur ends in sccordance with them.

This fiscal 1eform is not to be se-
cured by nolse, by complaints and de-
nunciation; by the formation of par-
ties or the making of revolutions: but
by the awakening of thought and the
progress of ideas. When there {8 cor-
rect thought right action will follow.
Power is always in the hands of the
people. What oppresses the masses is
their own short-sighted selfishness.

JOSEPH HALL.

Capitan, N, M,

Another {rrefutable proof that Mr.
George was right is the fact that ev-
ery system of aristocracy, whether an-
cient or modern, rests upon landlord-
ism. A “nobleman,” a duke, ecount
or earl, without a rent roll, without
a landed estate, is a nobody, ean op
press none, may have to drive a hack
for a living, as some are actually do-
ing now in London. It is not the title
but the grant of land conferred with

it that hurts.—W. H. T, Wakefield.

Field & Andrews, Attorneys, 405 Richards
Bleck,

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that at a regnlar meet-
ing of the Board of Trustees of the Village of
College View, Nebraska, held on Baturday, May
2d, 1903, the following estimate of the expendi-
tures of the Village of College View for the fis.
f.l )'_etar commencing May 5th, 1903, was made,
o-wit :

BE IT RESOLVED by the Chairman and
the Board of Trustees of the Village of College
View, that the estimate of the probable amount
of mqne;_necesury for all purposesto be raised
in said Village of College View for the flseal
year commeneing May 5th, 1003, together with
the various objects and purposes of expendi-
ture, is as follows:

1. For general purposes $80.00.

2. For streets and alleys $100,00,

8, For fire protection A0,

4. Og‘or strest crossings sidewalks and bridges

Total estimated expenses for the flacal year
commencing May 5th, 1903 $780.60.

Total revenue of the viliage for the fiscal year
ending May 5th, 1903, $590.87,

Approximate amount of funds on hand May

bth, 1908, $350,00
WILLIAM DYMOND,
Chairman of Village Board.
DAYVID J. WEISS,
illage Clerk.
Dated Collegs View, Neb., May 6, 1903,

MEIER & MEI'®, ATTORNEYS, LINCOLN
NEBRASKA, _

Notice to Unknown Heirs and Devisces of
Julia Oliver, Deceased.

Notice is hereby given to the unknown heirs
and deviseas of Julia Oliver, Deceased, that on
the 20th day of March, 1908, an actior wasbegun
in the Distriet Court in and for Lancaster
County, Nebraska, wherein Otto William Melew
s plgintiff and Fred L. Bumpter, and the Une
known Heirs of Julia Oliver, et al, are defend-
ants, that the objeet of sald aelien is to fore-
close a tax leinand certifieats of tax sale for the
taxes for thogelrn 1898, 18989, 1900 and 1901, on
Lot nombered four (4) in Block mumbered
twemty-one (21) in Havelock, Lancaster County,
Nebraska, and for the sale of said premises to
satisfly sald lien. Yon are required to answer
the petition of the plaintiff in this action on or
before the 15th day of Jomne, 1903, or forever

thereafter keep your paace.
mgWILLIAH MEIER.
Plaintiff.

Troa = Sliepaesd, Laswyvr, Wichards ﬁld‘.,
Linocoln, Nebr,
NOTICE _

To George H: Becrest,

Take noties that on the 23d day of April, 1903,
Bertha Mark Seerest fllod her petition in the
Diwiriet eour of Laneasler counby, Nebraska,
against you, the objeet and pra{]er of whieh are
to obtain a divoree from the bonds of matrie
mony mth‘you on thafround that youn have wil.
fally abandoned her for mere than two years
last past, and on the further ground that, being
of suflicient ability to provide maintenance for
her, yon have grossly, wantonly and cruelly re-
e by o TR this petition on

ou are requ answer 8 oR oRn
or before the 28d day of June, 1903 o

Dated May 5th, 1908,

BERTHA MARK SECREST.

WANTED—SEVERAL INDUSTRIOUS PERe
sops in each stateto travel for Bouse esta
lished eleven years and with a large capital, t
call upon merchants and agents for successfull
and profitable line. Perma ¢n‘ engagements
Weck?y cash salary of $i8 and all traveling ex-
penses and hotelr{villa advanced in cash each
week. Rxperiencenotessential. Mention ref.
erence and enclose self-addressed envelope,
THE NATIONAL, 314 Dearborn St.,, Chicengo,

CASH

ness Ageney, N 31
Minneapolid, Minn.

For your Farm, Business,
Home, or property of any
kind, no matter where
cated. If you desire a quieck
sale, send us description and
rice. Northwestern Busi.
Bank of Commeree Bldg.,

Under the eingle tax system taxes
are not paid to a landlord as rent,
nor to government as a tax, but to tho
taxpayer himself because it relleves
him of that much other forms of taxe
atlon.—W. H, T. W.
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