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TO BE RETURNED TO THE

MOTHERLAND.
(Efter ,Nordlyset."’

We have from a responsible
side received the following ar

tiele :

A good many American news-
papers recently printed a tele-
gram from Holland to the ef-

feet, that Denmark had present-
ed a note to Germany, demanding
a settlement of the Slesvig ques-
tion along the lines of the treaty
of Prague.

This telegram had no foun-
dation in fdaet. The Danish
Government has sent no such

note to Germany for the simple
reason that the treaty of Prague
gave no claim to Denmark di-
reetly. The treaty contained the
provision, that the Northern dis-
tricts of Slesvig shounld have the
right to determine, whether they
wished to belong to Denmark or
to . Germany, In other words:
Germany
to the North Slesvigers,
Denmark.

For this reason Denmark was
prevented from protesting against
the nonfulfillment of the Prague
treaty, but the North Slesvigers
never gave up their rights.
Through more than fifty long
and weary years they fought
what often seemed a lost
hopeless fight for their Danish

not to

nationality and their Danish
mother tongue.
It was therefore altogether

richt and fitting, that—when a
few weeks ago the new Ger-
many recognized the principles
of mnational selfdetermination—
not the Danish Government, but
the representative of the North
Slesvigers themselves in the Ger-
man Reichstag demanded the exe-
cution of the Prague treaty and;
the final settlement of the North
Slesvig question on the basis of
the right of the people to deter-

mine their own  allegiance.
Through him spoke the people
of North Slesvig, whose voice

and whose

heeded.

While Denmark can lay no
elaim to North Slesvig in
strictly legal sense, it has of

course a moral right that in these
days will weigh just as heavily.
This found expression in the re-
cent secret session in the Dan-
ish Parliament, when both cham-
bers after a speech by the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Mr.
Seavenins, unanimously affirm-
ed the declaration, that the na-
tional hopes of Denmark are in-
dissolubly bound up with the
realization of the principles of
national self-determination.

For more than half a century
Denmark has looked forward to
the day; when her lost province
should be returned to the mother-
land. But the Danish nation does|.
not expeet or want more than
that part of Slesvig, which is ab-

solutely Danish in language and|

sympathies.

Through the foreign Press cer-
tain voices have given expression
to various projects, such for in-
stance as the granting to Den-
mark of more than the Danish
parts of Slesvig or the establish-
ment of a Buffer State either in
personal union with Denmark or
ruled by a Danish prince. The
reasons why Denmark would feel
bound to oppose such plans are
the following:

a. It would mean the denial
of the ideal foundation which
has formed the basis for the na-
tional elaim of Slesvig’s inha-
bitants, as well as those of Den-
mark, during the last fifty years.

b. It would, furthermore, re.
sult in an unjust arrangement
ﬂ md to the German part

NORTH SLESVIG DEMANDS

conceded certain rights|

and |

voiee alone should be|

‘Der var iblandt dem en, jeg beit

might
coll-

this condition
cultural
than de-

d. Again
result in a
nection with
sirable for the maintenance of
the jgdependence and charac-
teristics of the Danish nationality.
The idea of a union,
which has ¢ome up from time to
time in Denmark too, has been
rejeeted as more apt to” draw
Denmark to (Germany than the
duchies to Denmark.

e. Also from the point-of-view
of the Allies America a so-
lution along lines wonld
seem less desirable. It would not
be possible to bring such a so-
lution in aecord with the prin-
ciples of self-determination and
it would result in continuous
cause for dispute between Den-
mark and Germany.

f. A territorial
which was not
honestly
would have to be

closer

Germany

personal

and
these

arrangement
unreservedly and
Germany
constantly

ill'l't']lh'(l ]1)’

maintained diplomatieally and,
1 ' . -

fon occasion it is to be feared,
militarily, as human nature is

slow to change and disputes
will arise.

g. As Denmark, even thus en-
larged, would always be in the
position of the weaker as com.
pared with Germany, there would
rest upon the Allies and the
UNITED STATES the care and
responsibility of maintaining such
an arrangement, In other words,
Denmark would be in the regret-
table ‘position of being compelled
to look for assistance from out-
side, while the political constella-
|!inns might be constantly chang-
ing.

Historic examples and ex-
periences warn against arrange-
ments of this nature, and this
warning it might be well for
all parties to recognize, To re-
lffr to a league of nations would

Inot give satisfaction, because the
very prineciple on which a league
of nations rests,
'1’inlah'd, should Denmark - re-
|t'-viw- within its ferritory a Ger-
|man population.
| The whole question is a very
|diffieult one indeed and has, un-
fortunately, far too often been
obscured in the international
|discussion because of, no doubt,
‘well intentioned but politically
ifot fully competent people’s ac-
tions and propaganda,

It can therefore not be em-
phasized strongly enough that

Denmark wishes for a solution
along purely national lines, not
only because this is in aecord
with its own real feelings and
best interests, but because it con-
forms with the often expressed
prineiples of the Allies and Ame-
rica, that the new national set-
tlements must be just and final.

The Danish natiom wants re-
turned to Denmark the Danish
parts of Slesvig in such a way
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