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sented it. He knew also that he our weak places. And how is one i

{ know it—and be sure I intend he sire
shall, he
hardly have spoken as he did to-
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if I thought otherwise,
| best think the matter over very
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don’t mind telling you that I've
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for it, lad. Now, I tell you, the

were back once more at the old
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of his services
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mother’s heart, which was saying
jubilantly, “‘John has found him-! ——————
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disappointed
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time and talked of many things.
Then John, with a sigh at the!
importunities of the present, re-!
lated the little scene that had |
taken place in Leander Wayne's
office, finishing with, “And T
gave him a week’s notice, mo-
ther! 1'm through there!"

““O John!” There was great|
dismay and alarm in the moth-!
er's voice,

“T’ll get something else, moth-
er, just as good. Yes, I know
I've an uneommon chance to
rise at Mr. Wayne’s, and 1
know how much my being there
means to you—but 1 can't stay,
mother! I'd rather dig in the
streets than work for Leander
Wayne!”’

““I think you are giving up

the opportunity of your lifetime,

more and more pressingly as the
weeks went on, to worrying over
the provisions of their daily liv-
ing. It was a poor season of the
year for sewing, so her own lit-
tle income had dropped, and, at
any rate, John had been used
te provide the greater part of
their living expenses. It had been
his pride to bring home his sal-
ary each week and give it to
the little mother. Still Mrs. Lor-
ing said nothing. It was not her
way to talk. She had strong con-
vietions on one partieular point.
—and that was that each one
was eapable of managing his own
life. She felt that John was old
enough to work out his destiny
for himself. Yet the stress and
anxiety told upon her frail con-
stitution, and she came before
long to look thin and white.

them, ““If 1 had
thought a second that
were cowardly, boy—which 1
didn’t—this moment would have
proved you were not. You've
back like a man.'' Old
Leander Wayne had strong need
at this point to wipe his moist
old eyes, for he was tremendous-
ly fond of the boy. To avoid this
he looked fixedly out of the win-
dow for a second, then he turned
to John and said  simply,
“There’s your desk, and here's
my hand, Will yon give
vours?"

John hesitated a moment. ‘‘1
want you to know,” he said
thickly—‘my mother—I came
home last night and found her
unconscious—done up by the
whole thing. The doetor says she
has a good chanee to pull through.

ever really

for vou
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