EW YORK.—A mnational
vice that does not pay is
in a bad way. It's like
a brainless mar who has
become penniless—it has
no friends.

Therefore, when the stalesmen of
the earth reached the tardy conclusion
that the encouragement of oplum-
smoking really did not pay, the gaunt
glant of the poppy fields was ready to
be bowled over, writes Allan L. Ben-
son. At this propitious moment the
United States government, which had
never sought to fatten on the oplum
traffic, Initlated a world-wide fight
against it.

That was two years ago. China,
which for 700 vears had alternately
fought against and wrung revenue
from its greatest national weakness,
rallled for another attack.

First an edict went forth that every
Chinese official who smoked oplum
must forthwith cease to do so.

Then the common people of China
weore notified that they, too, must soon
gtop, The common people, however,
were given ten years in which to taper
off the habit to the vanishing point.

China also entered Inte an agree-
ment with Great Britain to decrease,
year by year, the area devoted to
poppy culture in China and in India.

Of course one does not need to go
far to find the reason for America's
oppoaition to the oplum-smoking habit,
As a people, we do not burn the poppy's
blood, and are not greedy enough to
care to continue to collect the $6 a
pound tax that we have levied on the
opium that the Chinese and the white
degenerates want to smoke. But how
comes [t that England, which once
fought for oplum with her ¢rmies and
her fleets Is now openly against it?
And how comes it that China, whose
public officials have so long fatiened
on the taxes wrung from the trafilc, is
sitting beside England? Back of these
elrcumstances is a profound economle
fact.

This fact Is that oplum smoking does
not pay. It never pald—but shorter-
sighted governmentnl officials long
thought it did. Yet the changed view
has not its origin In the fallure of
tariffs and imposts of varicus sorts to
wring enormous sums from those who
smoke the Orlental pipe. Here is the
real story in three sentences:

Men, to pay taxes, must
born.

After birth they must have strength
and industry.

And they must not die until they are
too old to work.

Now see what opilum does:

In those families where the father
smokes opium the average number of
children is 1.09, The few children who
are born and who reach maturity are
poor workers, and they die yvoung,

Here s the world crying for ef-
ficiency and prodigious production,
Here are the great nations scanning
their budgets and their industries in
desperate desire to raise the enormous
sums with which to maintain thelr
armies, Inerease thelr navies and carry
on their other great governmental ac-
tivities. And here is oplum palsying
the hands that could turn many a
wheel,

Is It any wonder that the poppy
flelds are glving way to rice, and that
the Amerlican congress has passed a
bill excluding smoking-oplum? The
statesmen of an older school, it s true,
would have done otherwise. They
would have clutched the penny-tax and
lost the ultimate dollar. But even
England is no longer so unwise. Eng-
land knows that her Dreadnoughts
were pnot launched from poppy flelds;
that they were made possible only by
the well-worked mines and mills and
farms of England. And while she is
aware that she could continue to reap
a pittance from the poppies, she is
now seeking bigger things, She wants
to tax the greater products of vigor-
Ols men.

Yet what a fight it has been for
China to see this happy day when the
world's interest In this matter has be-
come like her own! It's a fight that
began 700 years ago, and it 1llustrates,
a8 nothing else ecan, the peculiar
strength and the pecullar weakness
that are inherent in ythe Chinese char-
acter, It algo affords one of the few
fllustrations of the superiforfiy of au-
tocratie government over pooular rule.
For while the people of the opinm
habit, always vigorously fought for It,
even as they are now rioting against
the curtallment of the poppy flelds, the
government has always opposed it,
precisely as it opposes It to-day. Some-
times it has ylelded to exterlor force,
and then it has shown its weakness
by Impoverishing with taxes those
whose bodies opinm was impoverish-
ing.

Oplum was unknown In China until
the latter part of the twelfth century,
Who brought it there perhaps does not
make so0 much difference, zince ft is
there, but the British say ihe Arabs
did. At any rate, the drled julee of
the poppy came from some of the
eastern Europeans or western Aslatic

first be

countries, where it had been known
for a hundred years prior to the Chris-
tlan era. And at first It was used only
for medicinal purposes. Then, as now,
many Chinese were afflicted with
fevers, and oplum helped them.

Meantime the Turks had introduced
opium into India, where the natives
soon engaged In its cultivation on a
large scale. The Chinese, after form.
ing the opium habit, then bought their
supplies in India. At that time there
was a considerable export trade from
China to India, and the junks that car-
ried other merchandise from the Celes-
tial empire brought back the raw ma-
terlal from which opium is made.

In 1368 the habit had become so
widespread that the emperor, noting
Its 111 effects, issued an imperial de-
cree against the use of and the traffic
in oplum. In the original decree he
preseribed only moderate penalties for
fts violation, but as his subjects did
not obey him, he increased the sever-
ity of the penalties until death or trans-
portation became the Jlot of every
one who persisted In the use of the
baneful pipe. And, as the Chinese
had then been smoking opium less
than 50 years, they broke off the habit
just as an American youth who has
smoked tobacco only a year or two
can give up the use of tobacco.

But, like the American boy who
“swears off” and then in two months
goes back to his tobacco, the Chinese
in a few years resumed the use of
opium and again a stern emperor
stopped it. Nor was opilum again
smoked in China until the iatter part
of the eighteenth century.

British rule having been Imposed
upon India, the government in 17567
granted to the East India Company a
monopoly of the trade in opium. The
East India Company at once cast Its
eyes Chinaward. There It saw an em-
peror who had forbidden the importa-
tion or use of oplum; there it also saw
laws fixing the oplum smoker’s penalty
at death. But there it also saw Chi-
nese gold, and plans were at once laid
to provide the Chinese with oplum
whether their emperor would have It
or not.

The scheme devised was for Brit-
ish ships to lie off Chinese ports and
deliver oplum to such Chinese mer-
chants as might come out to buy. And
the plan worked so well that in 1790
500,000 pounds of the forbidden pro-
duct were sold in China.

Of course the Chinese government
did not sit Idly by. It cut off a few
heads and sent many persons out of
the country for the country’s good;
but the smoking of oplum went on.
What's the threat of death to a man
who wants to do something? Around
the world in England at that very mo-
ment men were gtealing five-shilling
purses and being hanged for it. And
the Chinese continued to smoke their
opium. In 1830 the East India Com-
pany sold to them and they smoked
2,600,000 pounds. The FEast India
Company was becoming rich and the
British government took toll from its
trade.

History records the fact that In the
year 1837 the Chinese emperor screwed
up his courage and talked fight. The
sale of oplum to his subiects must
stop. The supply ships that were lying
outside his harbors must clear out. If
they didn't there would be trouble. So
he sald in his proclamation.

The British East India Company
treated him as If he were a chattering
child. Not a ship moved. Not a
Chinaman came after opilum who did
not get it. Everyithing went on as be-
fore.

But the emperor was no chattering
child. He was a raging, roaring old
man. He felt precisely as the Boston-
ers did when the tea-laden British
ships came in after their tax. And
bhe did precisely what the citizens of
Boston did—boarded the ships, by
proxy of comrse, and dumped the
opium into the oczan—3,000,000
pounds of it!

Of course this act was construed by
the British to constitute a cause for
wir, and hostilities were opened as
soon as the aggrieved persons could
get their guns into action. This was In
1840. The Chinese, even in that day,
were as poor fighters as they are now.
In a little while a British fleet had
captured Chusan. The next year the
Bogue forts fell, and then Canton,
Amoy, SBhanghal, Chapoo, and a lot of
other places gave up the ghost. By
1842 the Chinese emperor was very
glad to buy peace by ceding Hong-
kong, paying an Indemnity of $21,000.-
000, and throwing open four ports to
foreign trade. He even humiliated
himself by degrading Commissioner
Lin who had carried ut the emperor's
orders, Nor did he get even the thanks
of his own subjects for his efforts in
thelr behalf. The whole empire was
torn with rebelllon. Rebel armles
robbed, murdered and plundered al-
most us they pleased. If they had had
an intelligent leader who could have
welded them together ann directed
them with spirit, they might have done

away with old Taou-kwang, but In

1850 he saved them the trouble by
dying.

From that day until two years ago
no Chinese emperor dared say any-
thing against smoking. The Chinese
raised poppies in nine of the eighteen
provinces of their country, and would
have raised more if the climate and
the soil had been suitable. From an
importer of the drug China has be.
come an exporter. Almost all of the
opium that is brought into the United
States comes from the Flowery king-
dom. No longer does it pay tribute
to Britain for its supplies. Hritain
can tax the trade in her ovwn India,
but that's a good deal like trying to
lift herself by her own bootstraps. And
as was said at the beginning, when a
national vice does not pay it Is in a
bad way.

The Chinese consul in New York
was sought to throw light on the ef-
forts of his government, after 70 years
of silent resignation, to free its sub-
jects from the opium habit. He was
educated at George Washington and
Columbla universities and speaks Eng-
lish well.

“Will the Chinese,”” he was asked,
“be able to break off the opium habit
in the ten vears in which they have
been given to do it?"

"I think so0,"”” he replied. '“The goyv-
ernment has already taken extraordi-
nary measures to curtail the sale of
the drug, and the increasing difficulty
with which it may be obtained will as-
slst vietims of the smoking habit in
breaking off. It used to be, for imn-
stance, 80 that any coolie in a city
need not go more than half the length
of one of your city blocks to find a
place where he could buy all the
oplum he wanted or could pay for,
more than that, there were in all Chi-
nese cities places where anybody
could go to smoke the pipes and other
appliances beilng furnishea by the
proprietors. These places were for
the accommodation of the poorer class
of Chinese who could not afford to
own pipes. It was the custom of Chi-
nese laborers to drop into these re-
sorts two or three times =z day and
smoke, just as an American laborer
may take a glass of beer at noon and
another at night.

“All thig is now changed. The Chi-
nese government has imposed the
same sort of regulations upon the sale
of smoking oplum that many Ameriean
munielpalities have imposed upon the
sale of liquor. If the public officials
of America were suddenly ordered to
gtop smoking cigars 1 imagine the
command would be obeyed only with
the greatest difficulty by some of the

“Yet the health of such ns these in-
variably soon gives way. First they
become ghastly thin—sometimes al-
most approaching the skeleton stage—
then they lose strength, ambition and
lastly life itself.

“In the countiry it is different. Many
farmers who raise poppies do not
smoke opium. As a result they have
good health and live long. It is not
unusual for a Chinese farmer to reach
the age of 70 or 80 and occasionally
one hangs on until he is 100"

Those who have believed that opium
smoking is a natural vice in China will
perhaps be surprised at the consul's
statement to the contrary. Yet this
statement is verified by the fact that
China’s birth rate remains moderately
high, notwithstanding the lew rate in
the cities, where opium is uced.

But, if the consul's statement be sur-
prising, what must be said of that of
Dr. Hamilton Wright. Dr. Wright says
the Chinese who wre resident in
America are rapidly giving up the use
of the drug. The better clagss of Ori-
ental exiles not only do not smoke,
but regard with scorn any of thelr
countrymen who do,

Why, then, are the importations of
smoking opium into the United States
increasing? And who smoked the

million and a quarter dollars’ worth |

that was imported In
months of last year?

In the answer to these gquestions lies
the interest of the United States in ex-
cluding oplum from this country and
slopping ite use everywhere. The
fact Is that American women, or at
least white women, used a large part
of the smoking opinm that was
brought into the country last year,
and therefore supplied much of the
great sum that went to pay for it
HEven the lowest white men are not
likely to develop a hankering for
opium, but degraded white women
yield to it as readily as any Chinese
ever dld. Possibly they want to forget
—perhaps opium helps them to blot
out for a time that which they would
not remember. In any event, every
great city contains places where
women may go to emoke oplum, and in
New York in particular, one need not
go far down the hall of many a cheap
lodging house to catch the fumes of
the drug with which China has wres-
tled for 700 years. i

If white women used even half of
the smoking oplum that was brought
to the United States Iast year, and
each woman durlng the year bought
$20 worth there are 30,000 snch women
in this country. It doesn't seem pos-
sible! But the opium was brought
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men who have been using tobacco 20
30 or 40 years. They have the habit.
That's the difference—public officlals
in China have not the opium habit.

“It is unfortunately tru= that the
lower classes in the cities are slaves
of the pipe. Wher a poor man lives
on a farm, he seems (o get along
easily without using oplum, but when
he comes to the city he picks up the
habit within a year. If he smokes In
moderation, no great harm seems to
come to him for a while, though ultl-
mately it undermines his heailth. But
the trouble is that few Chinese In the
cities use opium moderately. They
soon smoke as many times as they can
during the day, and go at it again at
night, continuing until sleep over-
powers them. In this way they econo-
mize on food, for one who smokes
immoderately cannot eat much and
they are also able to do a great
amount of work for a while without
feeling (he usu=zl fatigue.

CHINA YEARS AGO.

here, sold, paid for, and smoked, and
tLose who are most familiar with the
facts say that white women used
much of it.

Such despondency as they mnever
knew will be ahead of these women
after the bill to exclude smoking
opium becomes a law. To be caught
smoking or merely to be found with
the drug in one’s possession will then
make the offender liable to two years'
imprisonment. Yet precisely as there
were Chinese 600 years ago who lost
their heads because they could not
forego their plpes, doubtless there are
American woman who will go to
prison if they can get the forbidden
drug with which to violate the law.
For it Is as difficult to break a bad
habit as it is to form a good one.

A whole lot of women wounld like
their husbands better if they dido’t
always have to' plck up after them.—
Detrolt Free Press.

We know of no other medicine which has been so suc-

cessful in relieving the sufferin

many genuine testimonials,
Vegetable Compound.

In almost every communi

of women, or secured so

as has Lydia E. Pinkham'’s

you will find women who

have been restored to health by Lydia E. Pinkham’s Veg-
etable Compound. Almost every woman you meet has
either been benefited by it, or knows some one who has.

in the Pinkham Laborato
taining over one million one

women secking health, in which many openly

at Lynn, Mass., are files con-
undred thousand letters from
state over

their own signatures that they have regained their health by
taking Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.

Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound has saved
many women from surgical operations. '

Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound is made ex-
clusively from roots and herbs, and is perfectly harmless.

The reason why it is so successful is because it contains

ingredients whic

act directly upon the female organism,

restoring it to healthy and normal activity.

Thousands of unsolicited and genuine testimonials such
as the following prove the efficiency of this simple remedy.
Minneapolis, Minn.: —“T was a great sufferer from female

troubles which caused a weakness and broken down condition
of the sivstem. I read so much of what L;d.ln. E, Pinkham’s

Vegetab

e Compound had done for other suf!

ering women, I felt

sure it would help me, and I must say it did hallf me wonder=

fully. Within three months I was a perfectly we
ublic to show the benefits to be

“T want this letter made

woman.

derived from Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.”—
Mrs. JohnG.Moldan, 2115 Second St.North, Minnea,

Women who are suffering from those distressing

ills

peculiar to their sex should not lose siEll':t of these facts

or doubt the ability

of Lydia E, Pin
Compound to restore their health.
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1000 karnels Fine Onion Saed.
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CURED IN ONE DAY

Munyon's Cold Remedy Relieves the
bead. throat and lungs almost lmmediate-
ly. Checks Fevers, stops Discharges of
the nose, takes away all aches and pains
caused by eolds. It cures Grip and ob-
stinate Coughs and prevents Pneumonla.
Price 250,

Have you stiff or swaollen jolnts, no mat-
ter how chronic? Ask yomr druggist for
Munyon's Rheumatism Remedy and see
how quickly yon will be cured.

If you have any kidney or bladder trouble
get Munyon's Kidney Remedy.

Prof. Munyon has Just issued a Magazine-
Almanae, which will sent free to any per-
son who addresses

The Munyon Company, Philadelphia,
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removing tartar from the testh, besides i
all i of decay snd discase which ordinary
preparations cannot do.
Paxtine used as a mouth-
THE “om wash dilinfuﬂl_lhemu&
and throat, purifies the breath, and kills the
e b s e g bl s
bad tecth, bad breath, grippe, and much sickness.
THE ms when inflamed, tired, ache
and bum, moy be instantly
relieved and strengthened by Paxtine,
Paxtine will desiroy the germs
CATARRH ;... ... cal the in-
flammation and stop the di It is & sure
remedy for uterine catarrh.
Paxtine is a harmless yet powerful
icide,disinfectant and deodorizer.
sed in bathingi
leaves the

FORSALE AT DRUG STORES,50c.
OR POSTPAID B8Y MAIL.

THE PAXTON TOILET ©O., BOSTON, MABS.
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Most grateful and comforting is
a warm bath with Cuticura Scap
and gentle anointings with Cuti-
cura. This pure, sweet, econom-
ical treatment brings immediate
relief and refreshing sleep to skin-
tortured and disfigured little ones
and rest to tired, fretted mothers.
For eczemas, rashes, itchings,
irritations and chafings, Cuticura
Soap and Cuticura Ointment are
worth their weight in gold. )
HBold mmmm:: Ep.s world. “D:g?r: London,
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sndin 4 weakalt looks for the mower again,
rowsand flourishen everywhare, on every
farmin America. Cheapasdirt; luxuriantas the
bottom landn of Egypt. Big seed catalog free of
send jOg in stamps and recelve sample of this
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