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Superstition Comes to Life.

That Chose

By ARTHUR BRISBANE.
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General Mitchell has rendered a
service to his country by his fear-
less and truthful statement on con-
ditions in the air service—or rath-
er, the United States’ lack of air
service and air defense.

_Such a soldier as Mitchell, after

risking his life constantly in the
big war, flying year after year in
machines of all kinds, many of
them dangerous, would not be de-
terred from duty.

Mr. Weeks, it is to be hoped,
will have too much common sense
and common decency to punish
=itchell for a course that the whole
nation approved. And if Secretary
Weeks should make a mistake that
\\_-ould degrade and injure the en-
tire administration, you may rely
upon it that the president would
intervene, effectively,

This nation needs to know the
truth, which is that we rank fifth
in air defense among the world’s
nations, and that air defense is the
defense needed for this nation,
above all other nations. It is the
only defense that could protect our
cities from destruction and our
country from humiliation and disas-
ar, in case of war.

Russia, =0 deeply despised by
our prosperity, secured in one sin-
gle order, placed in western Eu-
rope, five times as many fighting
mrl'rxlzlanes as this country has all
told.

that fly, not the product of Ameri-
can war graft, wou make this
country safe,
such machines, coming across the
Pacific or the Atlantic, would set
this country back 100 years, close
the stock exchange, knock prices
to nothing, cause not merely a
crushing income tax, but savage
capital confiscation.

Desperatee loss, caused by war
suddenly breaking loose in the sky
above our heads, iz the one thing,
the only thing that could cause
revolution in this country.

Those that* control big capital
and through it this nation, should
see thizs danger. It is possible to
push mean economy too far.

All of the above is repectfully

submitted to President Coolidge,
for whom it is written. This na-
tion is unprepared now. If it is

taken by surprise in the world’s
first great air war, the results will
be disastrous to the nation and
doubly disastrous to all responsible.

Upon President Coolidge the re-
sponsibility rests, with all its
weight. He is head of the army
and navy, he is responsible for the
men employed as secretaries of the
army and navy.

Ignorant creatures . that have
been predicting the end of the
world offer a valuable opportunity
to analyze the superstitious human
mind of the dark ages. It is as
though some dinosaur should come
to life and present himself for
study to the Academy of Science
in Paris.

The brute selfishness of super-
stition that says “I'll save myself,
never mind the family,"” is the su-
perstition that made the early Puri-
tans believe that heaven would be
made more blissful by the sight of
;nisvrable creatures roasting in
ell.

The same superstition and selfish-
ness made the rich man of long
ago leave hiz fortune to religion,
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" The Daily Cross Word Puzzle

By RICHARD H. TINGLEX

1., The faculty of understanding.

4. Like,

5. Horse power (abbr.)

7. Self-examination,

, A firat century emperor of Rome,
+ Gulded.

5. A river in Italy.

3. Part of the verb ‘“to amlite.”

. Comparative degree of bad.
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Forizontal, 6. Cornmeal bread.

7. One of Jupiter's loves,

8. A perch,

9. A heavy hammer,

., One of seven English kings.
. Weeds (Riblical),

2. Negatlon.

7. Conveved by a team

A silver coin of Greece,

27. Part of to he,

. One under age,

Then Acted

Wlison Despised Job Seekers;
Listened to Advice of Friends,

as He Thought Best

By CHARLES L, SWEM.
Canfidentinl  Secretary and Stenographer
to Woondrow Wilson During Hisa Eight

Years In the White House,

CHAPTER-III.

Mr., Wilson not a polltician,
Hizs way might have been easier had
he heen able or “illlng‘l‘n make some
concession to politics, bhut it was con-
irary to his nature to he a conven-
tional president, a back-slapplng,
friend-making, wholly partisan man of
party ties and friendships. Hla con-
ception of party lines and party uses
strongly marked him out from the
politician
Rarely did he speak of party organi-
zation, but almost invarlably of party
principles. Whatever he undertook,
his appeal was alwayvs to a causre or a
prineciple, hecausa he could speak in
no other terms. Tis iffluence upon
the events of his administration was
tha Influence of the historian who
found himself, instead of chronicling
events gone by, able to mould the
history of his time to his touch, to
sult his own design.
Mr. Wilson's theory of patronage
kept him In hot water with his party
lieutenants,
“Thera mayv ba some self-respecting
statesmen in this eountry when we
got rid of this demorallzing patron-
age,' ha once gald. “‘As long as that
is= here It will eorrup everything at
ita mource.,"

Pitfalls of Appointments.
He accepted the responsibility of
oftice keenly aware of the pitfalls in
appointments. In one of his histories
he had eondemned the administration
Andrew Jackson for having de-
haunched and permanently demoral-
ized Amerlcan polities by Introducing
the spoils system; he was himself an

was

of

stood no better chance of appoint-
ment than the candidate of opposite
persuasion,

Scrutinized Appointments. i

In the™irst vears of his adminis.
tration he personally scrutinized
practically every appolniment to
which he gave his sanction and rigid-
Iy required that the candidate meas-
ure up to his own standards, but
the whole thing was too petty a
business for one of his temperament.

There were few appointments that
did not degenerate sooner or later
into a personal or party squabble, his
whole time and energy seemed to be
engaged In settling disputes bhetween
the senate on the one band and his
party lieutenants on the other: he
saw thae vitality of the support upon
which he counted to put through his
program bheing eaten away by petty
strife; and then came the war #to
demand not only the best of his
time, hut also of his thought.

Eagerly he turned most of his
patronage problems over to those of
his advisers who were heiter able to
kettla them than he ever was—from
a political standpoint, 1f they were
not alwavs moved hy the same high
principle that actuated him in his per
sonal appointments, at least party
harmony was saved and he was free
to give his attention to the more vital
problems growing out of the was.

Picked Aids Personally.

The more personal of his appoint
ments he naturally never allowed to
lsave hia hands; the major appoint
mente of his administration, of the
men with whom he would come per
sonally in eontact, he alwaya guard
ed his own special prerogative,
making them for the most part with-

ae

the campaign, and particularly when
the election of November establizhed
Mr. Wilson as the next president, let-
arrived at the governor's office
by the thousands protesting against
the appalntment of Mr. Tumulty—
letters which it may he noted In pass
ing his secretary placed at his chiefl's

1ers

disposal without comment,

When. it came time for the presi-
dent-elect to name his secretary he se-
rlously considered the merits of three
individuals for the office—Newton D.
Baker, Dudley ¥ield Malone and Mr.
Tumulty, Newton D). Baker, then, I
believe, mayor of Cleveland, appealed

to him as a man of his own intellec-
tual type; Dudley FKield Malone's
clalms rested upon friendship and his
already brilllant career; but in Mr.
Tumulty the governor had found a
loyvalty and a peculiar capacity for
the posltion that he could not afford

to lose as presldent. So littla signifi-
cance did he attach to the campalgn
of protest that he made his first of
ficlal act in antleipation of his new
duties—the elevation of Mr. Tumulty

to the post of secretary to the presi
demt — an  appointment that time
proved abundantly justified, " Mr

Tumulty bacame a complement to Mr,
Wilgon., What Mr. Wlilgon lacked in
the “common touch’™ Mr. Tumuity sup-

plied, oftentimes bhridging the huge
gap between the president and the
puhlie,

Opposed to “Influence.”

As a rule, Mr, Wilgon adhered close-
Iv to the principle of merit in all his
appointments.  Notahly few appoint-
ments of his can justly be charged to
expediency, Certainly he was over-
serupulous In these matters that
tovched him personally. e was dil-
igent to the point of injustice in dis-
quading anyone clalming relationship

He entertained a deep-seated preju-
agninst the use of “influence™ In

Except in a bare
relue-

dice
geeking appointment
half.-dozen
|r:nm[\' helped a neaedy friend to se

instances, where he

to him from accepting public office,
In all cases pefusing to say so much |
ns a word in thelr behalf.

or
entern

rebuke, to lend the use of his name
influence ald applicant to
the government service,

consplcuous was his feeling on
the subject that it was regarded as
axlomatic in the executive office that
no self-constituted applicant for of.
fice, especially ones with an array of
“Influence’” behind him, would ever
recelve appointment. A flood of teles
grams or letters nt tha ex-
eeutlve office, whether spontaneous
or ohviously Inspired, advocating tha
nffice, was

to an

S0

arriving

man to

appointment of a
actually a certaln omen that the ean-

didate would not receive the appointe

ment. .

He grew progressively sick of tha
whole patronage question, nf endorse-
ments and the alled courtesy of
the senate,” as it, and
looked with upon all eames

palgna of endor
i

'.nll |
he termed
susplelon

ment

To he continued tomorrow,

'WALTHER LEAGUE

TO HOLD BANQUET

Rev. H. Frek, Lutheran student
pastor at the University of Nebraska,
will he guest of honor and prinelpal
apeaker at a hanquet of the Associated
Walther  Leagues of Omaha at the
Y. W. (. A. Wednesday,

Ahout 300 leaguers of Omaha and
Council Bluffs are to attend, George
¢, Stohlman, president of the XNe-
braska district of 4he International
Walther league, will be toastmaster,

Miss Dora Frese, second vice presl
dent of the Associated Walther
leagues, is In charge of entertainment
for the Jacob Gelrig s
president of the assoriated leagues.

hangueot,

"Two Fined at Beatrice for

Driving Unlicensed Cars
Beatrice, Neh,, Febh, 9.—"Nick"”
Huston and heodore Kipf were Aare
rested for driving thelr cars without
1925 They pleaded guilty
when thev fared County Judge Mess-

licenses,

gl
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