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World’s “Greatest Eccentric Genius”

Had Daz:zling Career in Omaha

‘George Francis Train’s Auto-
biography Says He Was
Most-Talked-of Man
in America.

By A. R. GROH.

The anniversary of the death of
George Francls Traln, “the greatest
eccentrlg genlus the world has seen,"”
calls for attention to this oddly bril-
linnt character, who had so much to
do with bullding Omaha.

A strange mixture of hoastfulness
and modesty he was, Here 13 what
lie has to say In his autoblography
regarding the Unlon Paclfie rallroad

"1 orgnnized and bullt this rall-
road, It was the frult of my ef-
fort,and energy. 1 also organized
the rallway that connects the
enstern states with the great mid.
dlewest, the Atlantle & ireat
Waestern rallroad.”

He published & summary of one of
bis trips around the world thua:

“1  bulldozed the mikado in
Japan; frightened out of thelr wits
the Chiness at Hong Xong; be-
wildered the Malays at Singapore;
ran over the Singaless In Ceylon;
drove the Arabs crazy at Aden;
astonished the [Itallans, ¥French,
English and Irish In turn in a
rapld rush through Furope and
returned to the Unlited States."
And finally, when this astonishing

man was spending hils latter years
in New York city, llving on a slender
remalinder of the milllona he had made
and spent, he wrole a “sketch™ of his
lite In thla modest paragraph:

"Born at No. 21 High street,
PBoston, 1829, resldence, Contl-
nantal hotel, at present; generally
in some jall; eolor, octoroon; sex,
male; helght, five feet, 11 {nches,
My father wasa born in Boston,
my mother at Waltham, Mass, My
room, bed, desk in our homestend,
200 years old, still shown to wvis-
ftors, Marrled In 1851. My wife
i dead, My educatlon was had
fn threa months at a winter
school, I am strictly temperate;
1 never tasted liquor; I have three
grownup children.”

Was Omaha Builder.

This astonishing man played an
Hmmense part in the bullding of Oma-
tha. But thig was too small a “propo-
#itlon” to occupy much of his busy
life. He tells how, when he cama to
Omaha to break ground for the Union
Pacifio, December 3, 1863, he invited
& number of prominent men to break-
fast with him at the Herndon house.
Service was not satisfactory, and after
Dhreakfast, Train, in about an hour,
"hought the lot across the street for
£5.000 and engaged a contractor to
bulld a hotel costing $60,000, to be
completed In two months, It was,
and he named it the Cozzens hotel.

‘frain showed an almost childish
love of prominence, and his auto-
biography  bristles with such ex-
pressions as Y1 was the first man
fo—"" and "I was now thae most talked
pf man in America,” But he had &
Pight to he dazzled by his own great
nesa lig things, any one of which
ignight have been enough for an or-
inary lifetime’s accomplishment, fol-
one after the other, In his

Mowed,
life,
Started as Shipbullder,

Among the things he dld were
thesae;

1le was a shipbullder in Boston at
HYhe age of 20, bullling the biggest
ans of tha day and selling them at
big profiis,

Became partner in a  Liverpool
house at 21 and was the Intimafe
companion of dukes and earls.

I' Nteccived a partnership Interest in
mn Australlan  house at 22, which
pald him $15,000 a year.
Offered presidency of the
Jlian republic at 25. Declined.
Oponed branches of his house in

Austra

Cliina, Japan and other parts of the
world.

ecame the Intimate friend of Em
peror Napoleon 11T, and the empress,

and moved In the court circles of

Paris when he was 30,
Plea Before Rich Queen.
Concelving the ldea of bullding u
rallway in the eastern Unlted States,
he went to Quesn Maria Christina of
Spain, “whose fortune was the great

®-

est then possessed by any woman in
the world,” he nalvely explains, and
got her intereated.

Then, in true Train style, this as.
tonlshing man held numerous meet-
ings along the proposed line, bovzh:
thousands of tons of ralls and put it
motion all the other glgantic detalls
This came to grief in a panie, which,
says Traln, ‘“‘taught me the insub-
stantlality of the great world of
finance. It is bullt upon straw and
paper, Its ‘Napoleons' have nothing
but what is called ‘hluft.' "

Followed various adventures In Rus-
sla, India, Palestine, China, and in
1862 he had a blg part in ralsing the
preliminary milllons for bullding the
Union Paciflo. He tells how, at a
meeting in Boston, he outwitted the
Neow York Central financlers and how
he shouted at the millionalres: “You
stand on the corners of Wall street
again and eall me ‘a damned gopper-
head;’ but don't forget that I kicked
$200,000,000 worth of you into the
street."

Particlpatéd In the French com-
mune In 1870.

Organized the Credit Foncler and
owned 500 acres of land in the heart
of Omaha, which cost him $176 an
acre, The 5,000 lots were worth at
one time $30,000,000.

Three Races Around World,

-_Mt.dc three spectacular races
around the world in 87, 67 and ‘60
days,

Traln adds this terse cormment on
his life:

“Have been In 15 jalls without a
crime.

“Built Train Villa at Newport in
15868; daughter's house at 156 Madison
avenue, New York.

“Han for presidency against Grant
and Greeley In 1872, Cornered law:
yvers, doctors, clerlcals by quoting
three columns of Bible to release

Woodhull-Claflin from fall in '72. Now
lunatic by law, through six courts.

“Now living In Mills Palace (New
York workingmen's hotel) at $3 a
week agalnst $2,000 & week at Traln
=villa, (Daughter always has room
for me in country.) Played Carnegls
40 years ahead, Three generations
living off Credit Maobiller. Author
dozen books out of print (vide Who's
Who, Allibone, Appleton's Cyclo-
pedia.)™”

In 1004 this remarkable man died

Train school 1s named for him.

('Ilarin;la Merchant Will
Open Store in Red Oak

Red Oak, Ia., Jan. 31.—F. H.
Speery, Clarinda merchant, will open
a combination store in this city on
March 1, according to announcement
made here this week. The store will
handle everything for the home but
furniture. The new firm has leased
the bullding on Reed street formerly
oecupled by the Bon Ton bakery.

Fontenelle Park Meeting.

The Fontenelle Park Celebration as-
soclation will meet in the city hall
Monday night at 8. Secretary G. FL
Fuss requests all members to attend.
“Let's all get behind the twelfth an-
jon," the notlces read.

nual celel
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Shopping

fidence

Cotner College Drive for $1,000,000 Making Progress

Today ls Cotner wcollege day in
Christlan churches In Douglas countly.

Cotner college, a Christlan church
school at Hethany, Neb., 1s making a
drive for $1,000,000 for endowment
and equipment, and all of the Chris-
tian church pulpits in this coanty will
be occupied by members of thls cru-
snde force.

President Charles Elllott Cobbey
will occupy his old pulpit in the First
Ohristian church Sunday morning,
bringing a message on Christlan edu-
catlon,

Cotner college I8 the church school
for the dlsciples of Christ In this area
and ranks second among the Chris-
tian colleges in the United Statesg in
recelving the mervices of the newly
created department of endowments of
the mnational board of education of
Christian churches.

Leaders of Drive.

Dr. Harvey H. Harmon, who for
18 years was pastor of the First Chris-
tian church of Linecoln, is npational
secretary of this department, Asso

e

tion of the Cotner crusade is Mra,
Dora T. Winter, former dean of wom-
en at Cotner,

Simultaneously with the Cotner
crusade, Dr. Harmon ls conducting
or opening erusades for Phillips uni-
versity at Enid, Okla.; Drake univer-
sity, Des Moines; Hiram of Ohio;
Qpokane of Washington, all of these
to be conducted this year.

The story of Cotner college {8 Inter-
esting. It has run true to type of
other church schools and the early
history of Harvard, Yale and many
of our larger Institutions has been
duplicated in the history of this Chris.
tian college on the plains of Ne:
braska.

Able Leadership.

The school has been fortunate in
its leadership, Strong men with spir-
jtual vislon have always been at the
helny, and it seems that a new day
Ig to dawn for Cotner college, Under
the lmdership of Dr. Cobbey, who
succeeded Dr. Harmon as head of the
Institution a littla more than two

clated with Dr. Harmon in the direc-

years ago, the enrollment hag grown

Prowling Washington With
Nebraskans

J

By JAUK LEE.
Invitations are golng out ta 50O
Nebraskans {in Washington to attend
the first meeting of the Nebraska as
soclation during this session of con
gress, There are mare than 300 Ne
braskans who belong to the associa

tion, Congress-
man Robert G,
Sinmumons of the
“hig six" district

is president,
Back in the dim

past, Senator & B i
George Norris at- ¥ i
tended mchool at T
Valparalso uni. : g 1
versity =t Val vt

paraiso, Ind. Last 2

week, FElmer D t
Brothers, Chica.

go attorney, call Jack Lee.

ed at Senator Norris' office In the

senate offlce building, and it devel
oped that they had been classmates
at Valparalso and had not seen each
other since thelr school days,

A. N. Corbin, former Nebraska at
torney, but now a fruilt ranchman
and attorney In Wenatchea valley,

You take the burden of responsi-
bility from your own shoulders when
you shop at Haas Brothers; for here
your every purchase must measure
up to your fullest expectations in
every detail or we invite its return
for refund or exchange.

“

We eonstantly strive to permit mons
but garments of proven style,
proven quality and provea value te

becomae a part of

42 to b6

Now Awaite

Lincoln

IF YOU REQUIRE THE LARGER
SIZES, you will find our GRAY
SHOP your ideal shop, featuring
exclusively garments in sizes from

Beautiful New Spring Merchandise

Haas Brothers

“The Shop for Women”

16th and Douglas

our stock.

our Approval

Minneapolis New York

Washington, was a recent visitor in
Judge Senrs' office in the houss of
tice building. Last week a big box

Dot apples, a dainty confection mada

from the julce of prime Washington
apples and walnuts, was recelved
fram Corbin. The confection made a
“hit" with a bunch of the congress:
man's friends,

E. Wolverton, former Omahan and
champion insurance solicitar for the
New York Life, retired from business
a couple of years AgO and bought a
farm at Dawsonville, Md., a short dls
tance out of Washington. Wolverton
brought a sample of Maryland corn
{n the other day, Wolverton has re.
cently decided to quit farming and
is now back In harness as an insur.

ol ance salesman and (s dolng as well

as he did In Omaba.

Nalson H. Loomis and D, a. Guyer
of the Unlon Pacifio law department
wers recent callers, last week n
pamphlet on “President T.incoln’s
Cabinat” was distributed to members

2| of congress. The pamphlet was wrlt

ten by John Usher, former secretary
of the Interior In Lincoln's cabinet
and for years counsel general of the
Unfon Pacitic. While the pamphlet
1t was made Aoubly
#o by a preface by Loomis, who Was
assoclated with Usher in the law.

Elwood Harlan and Edward Cline,
two InQlana from the Omaha reser-
vation, are In Wwashington visiting
and watching legislation affecting In-
Alans. The other day word went out
that & famous criminal was to be
hanged in the jallyard here until dead,
The two Omahans Wished to witness
the performance and called on Con
greasman Hears to ald them. How
ever, this was ympossible, the request
coming too late, and they left the
office with the admonition that “"when
the next hangin' comes off, we want
to he thers to see in."

A. W, Jefferis Was A Washington
caller laat weeok, coming here ‘h'\ de
liver the electoral votes from Nebras-
k., Jetferis had the distinction of
nomdpating Dawes tor vice president

at the Cloveland convenlion and also
voled for

was Interesting,

the distinetion of having

(‘oolldge four times While In Chl
rago Jefferin visited Dawes Whitle
i Washington Jeffoeris attended 1o

some legal maléers.

B4 J. Gardner, Lincoln, formerly
with the Department of Justice, has
regigned his position to accept a po
sitfjon as assistant professor of law
at the University of Nebraska and io
practice lJaw at Lincoln. Before leav
ing Washington, Mr. Gardner was
guest of honor at a farewell party at
the 1'niversity club, at which A num
her of Nebraskans were guesis.

HOUSE SPLIT OVER
POSTAL BILL ROW

Washington, Jan. 31.—Congress |
was split Into two legislatlve camps
today in a clash between the senate
and the house over the constitutional
power to initiate echanges In postal
rites.

A finish fight appeared certaln as
a result of the senate's action In
passing the Moses omnibus postal
bl Friday, providing = $68,000,000
wage increase for postoffice em-
ploves, but ralsing postal rates to
furnish the nocessary revenus. This

latter phase of the bill provoked unl
from house

versal condemnation
members as  an  Invasion of the
houss's constitutlonal foaction to

initial revenus measures.
Supported by both republican and
democrat leadersy, the houss ways
and means committes was to meet
today to consider a resolution de.
nouncing the bill and the scnate’'s ac-
tion as "unconstitutional” and direot-
ing the speaker to return the meas-
ure to the senate without further con-
sideration., 1f this ia done, It will
kill all chances for enactment of the
ostal salary Increases at this ses.
slon of congress,
It this threat s earriad out 1t
will be the firat time In a decade
that the house has gone on record
repudiating acts of the upper
hranch as “unconstitutional.”

The following prominent moembers
of the unaha Atlas club are con
tinually telling the public with print.
ara’ Ink what Chirepractic has and
can do for suffering humanity:

Dr. R W, Allen, 6104 Military ave
nus. Phons Walnut 2263

Dyr. Fellx Beyers, 302 Arthur bulld
ing. Phona Atlantie bO24. T

Dr. C. N. Burgess, 1720 Military
avanus. Phone Walnut 6536

Dr. Frank F, Burhorn, 418 Sscurl
tles bullding, Phone Jackson K347,

Dr. A. N. Carlson, Boyiea College
bullding. FPhone Atlantle 9747

Nr., Lee W. BAwards, 304 South
Twenty-fourth street. Phone Jackson
3445

Dr. W, . McNichaols, 308 karba h
block Phone Atlantic 3385

Dy, Fthel T. Malthy, 2013 Bankers
Saving hul.}.llnr. Phone Jack=on 3072

T J A Markwell, "axton
block. Phong Atlantle 3244

Dr Mort Mortenset 24 A e |
avenue. Phone Kenwood 80

Dr. R. 1 Hheelor 2421 Nroadway
Councll BRluffs, la Phone 46°%

Nre Thomas, 1712 Ixlge siveet
Phone Atlantic 139 Addveriiseme
When the winds of winter blow
Joof {t Jdaily to and fr
fve vour bhilnod a hance Lo flow ;
l&'.ﬂ‘ your own complexion glow |

b

the school is

the capacity of
taxed to the limit.

until

The output of this emall college has
been remarkahle and {ts contribution
to the church j8 the greatest, propor-
tionately, of any institution in the
brotherhood. Ctner has given saix
college presidents, four of them now
serving as heads of Christian colleges:
51 missionaries, 300 Christian minis-
ters, threa national secretaries, 38
college and unlversity professors, 84
school teachers carrying A. B. de-
grees, 471 men and women engaged
in some special religious work.

Cotner's resources include buildings
and grounds walued at $373,000, gen-
eral equipment $84,150, productive en-
dowment $118,976, nonproductive en-
dowment $35.000, annuities $15,000.
Thera were 341 students enrolled in

CHILD LABOR LAW
DRIVE RENEWED

Wwashington, Jan, 31.—Plans were
drawn up here today for a renewed
drive for ratification of the child la-
bor amendment.

. Officlals of the wrganizations ass=o-
olated for ratification of the child
labor amendment conferred on ways
and means o secure reconsideration
In the 13 states where there have
been adverse votes on the proposal.
Mrs. A. C. Watkins of the ational
Congress of Parenta and Teachers,
who presided at the meeting, later
{ssued a statement declaring the ad-

vocates of the amendment were work-
ing agalnst a ‘"monstrous campalgn
of organjzed milsrepresentation.”

She refused to recognize rejection
of the amendment by one branch of
a state legislature as a rejection by

the state,

Fowl Stealer Paroled;
Must Avoid Pool Halls
Laurel, Neb., Jan, 31, —~Ingar Neil-
son, young man who was convicted
of chicken stealing here and bound
over to the district court, has been pa-
roled to his father for two years on
condition that he a!.tend‘arhool. help
at home and keep away from pool
halls.

MAGNUS FIGHTS
FOR SENATE SEAT

Minneapolis, Minn., Jan. 31.—For.
mal action to contest the seat In the
United States senate of Benator-elect
Thomas D. Schall, republican, of
Minnesota, on grounds alleging viola-
ilon of the corrupt practices act, have
been inStituted by the defeated farmer-
labor msenator, Magnus Johnson, it
was learned today.

Preliminary petitions of contest are
Wulod to ba filed with the secre:

ty of the United States senate and
to he served on Schall in Washington
by Monday or Tuesday. '

City.

E.very once in so often I am dele
necessity, or article of feminine apparel.
task’” for yours truly,
was "The Best Place to Shop, After All"
formerly unpleasant task with a will. You have such a nice assort-
ment of stock, so tastefully displayed and such courteous sales-
people that a mission of this kind, even for a man, is a pleasure.

All Unsolicited

 This Friendly Letter Came
im Friday's Maal

Mr. C. R. Belden.
Thompson-Belden Co.

Dear Mr. Belden:

| have also been complimr;nled by the family on my good
taste and purchasing ability, but my sole rule so far has been to
state my needs and take the first thing offered.

Yours truly,

FRANK J.
521 Park Avenue,
' Omaha, Nebraska.

e ““The Best Place to Shop, After All”

Jan. 28, '25. 4

gated to buy some household
This used to be “some
until I found out that Thompson-Belden's
Now I go about this

; I

CAREY.

1924

fourth. The balance is

due at your convenience

on or before September 1.

Hudson Seals $245

Muskrat $145

Buy Them Now--Pay at Your Convenience
Our Entire Collection of

Fur Coats and Small Furs

1
- /4 t

At the time of purchase, one need pay only one-

There will be no charge for the summer storage
of furs purchased in this manner during our

Final Clearance.

less

Brown Caracul $245

(Dyed Muskrat) 45 to 48-inch
lengths of fine quality skins;
collar and cuffs of natural
squirrel or of skunk; up te 295

Raccoon $295
Clear, dark skins in 45 to 48-
inch’ lengths; beautifully lined.
These are the most popular

Smart youthful models in 48-inch
length; silk lined throughout. Other
muskrats are now priced up to 195.00.

Sealine $95 to $145

(Dyed Australian Coney)—The best
qualities obtainable with squirrel,
skunk, or self trimming; 48-in. length.

fox; elaborately lined.
Cohn and Rappa-

sport coats of the season.

Exclusive Models

An unusual coat of Hudson
seal (dyed muskrat) with col-
lar, cuffs and border of black

From

poet, 395

Another model from Cohn and
Rappaport is of Hudson seal
(dyed muskrat) with long
shawl collar and puff sleeves

of sable dyed fitch; ’4 z 5

cranberry lining.
A long shawl collar and wide
cuffs of Russian Kolinsky on a
Hudson seal (dyed muskrat)
coat from Cohn and Rappa-

port; beauti- ‘495

fully lined.

““The Best Place to Shop, Aiter All”

A luxurious coat in the new
golden brown shade called
chestnut caracul. The collar
is of fluffy fox. Others 295.00.

Opossum $275

An excellent coat for general
wear is this model of fine Aus-
tralian opossum in 48.inch
length. Silk lined.

Jackets -~ Scarfs

An exquisite short coat of

Chinese mink with ,295

Brown caracul, 30-in. jacket,

with red fox ,l 25

collar, now—

brown fox collar.

Stone Marten scarfs of natural

dark skins, are ex-
cellent values, now

33975

Large fluffy fox skins in new

brown shades ‘39 75

are now
A clever model of natural dark

muskrat is inex- ‘89 50

pensive, now




