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than by training, the boy gave a dol-

lar to a bookmaker with a wager that
Inner Ray would win his race, which e
was the Fifth. The thin sorre] horse
did his best with Admah's dollar; in
fact he gained newspaper notoriety
by coming In a length ahead with the
odds six to one against him. KEmbar-
rassed by six more unaccountable dol-
lnrs Admah staggered out of the bet
ting shed and caught the trolley home
He had kept many secrets from his
mother, but none so romantic, so
guiltily romantic as this.

His sporting life lasted just three
davs, On the second his Inner Ray
lost its effulgence and cost Admoh
all he had won plus his speculative
profits on the ten-cent peppermints.
On the third day he had just sold
out and squeezed his way past the
wicket toward the betting shed when
somebody hooked a heavy forefinger
inside his collar. He turned to find
a special policeman confronting him
with an unfriendly grin.

“Whuh's you' license, =onny?”
aln't got any leense.”
bluntly

had a small, nagging sense of humor.
Tong after poor Mabel had vanished
from Dutch Hill and Mr. Stek had
jost his position as foreman of the
Soap Works the elder Holtz boy
would snicker reminiscently, recall-
ing the time when Ad had “‘gone
sportin' in High Sassiety.” To Jo lit-
tle Ad was quaint, a victim of his
own fdeas. He lacked consgervatism;
lacked mystem.

Jo had been for mearly a year em-
ployed in Pell’'s Steam Candy Works.
. To learn the business “from the
v ground up,” as he put it, had been

his own suggestion. Ma Holtz was
: more than ever proud of her Good
r Boy now that he was bringing home
; ten dollars a week and boasting of
the Land of Sweets where chocolate
ran in rivers and stick candy was
piled up liked so much cord wood.

Being marked for trouble, Admah's
step Into maturity was not an easy
one. At twenty he was not tall, but
he had reached his full height—five
feat eight. His fine shoulders and
muscular torso belonged more pProp- 7 |

erly to man of six feet; hisg legs were This was
ten years he had peddled candy under
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queer little hat.
must have taken pity on her, for he \
decided to dismiss Admah with a \ WS HERSE « \F X
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reprimand; but hefore she took her
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He had found, he thought, a place
where the price of peppermints could
be doubled and no questions asked.
Outside the main gate at Bredbury
Downs, whers the spring races were

son away the good man went into the
subject of licenses. Without a 1

held, hawkers assembled in the after-
noon and asked about what they liked|cense it was unlawful to sell any 3\
for what they had to offer. It was thing on the streets, DIid Mrs. Holtz

understand? She reckoned she did. }

get a dime for

[ easy and natural to
had formeriy

the littla bags that
brought a nickel.
Then it was that he would commit
a lovely crime agalnst family tradi-
tion. His very presence at Bradbury
Downs was an offense; Ma had forbid
him to sell his wares around race-
tracks or saloons or the places which

but she looked entirely stunned as
Admah followed her out of the big
bullding and helped her aboard the
street car.

“]1'va a good mind to baste ve," she
gald to him that night, breaking a
long silence, He was glad to hear her
scolding again. Tt showed signs of

she vaguely designated as 'dance returning spirit. Had the little skele.
halls.” Yet there at the gate of the[ton of a woman chowen to take him
intoxieating, wonderful track he|over her knee and chasiise him, ac
cording to old usage, with a shoe, he et

would stand, his pockets heavy with
money that had come like magic.
What more natural than to buy a
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would have surfendered without a
atrneele, But she stood back and re
garded him scornfully.
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“Yes, Ther's plenty o' ways to git

money from the Devil, Mahel Btek ORTHE
done that, an' see what happened.”
“iMa,” broke in Admah a little eul-
lenly, "“I'm gettin' too old to peddle
pandy In a basket, The niggers can
do that, but I'm too old.”

He had expected another outhreak,
but instead she sat down, folding he:

By 0. 0. M'INTYRE.
wWew York, Dee. 24.—A New York
investigator declares 80 per cent of
the taxicah drivers In the city are
crooks—gunmen, gambling house run-
ners and ex-convicts. This may be a%n

exaggeration but there {s no deny-

; ing that in almost every crime a taxl. | gnirled hands In her meager ap.

i driver Jurks In the background. }““'hl“'-t‘] ye n"”‘l to do, Admah?

i she asked wearily.

A This is quite a change from tlw_ '.‘.El,:i,._.l ;tii',},‘..i a jobh with the <
days when horse-drawn cabs’ filled! & P ' phe explained. “In a year ._L_H |
New York’'s streets. The kindly olt|more he'll be a regular machinist, UL

makin’ his four dollars a day. [ can
make a dollar seventy five rizht now
Outside the main gate at BEradbury
“What doln'?"

“Shovelin’ coke

“So ye'd rather shovel dirty coke
than sell yver Ma's nlce clean pep
mints?" she asked, plainly hurt.

“If 1 could sell 'em wholesale, o1

cobbles looked out for thelr fares.
They did not drive them to the park
to slug, rob and leave them uncon:
gclous along the roadside.

| They were intimates of the great
! and If a fare was listing from over-
{indulgence they took him home and,
Today

i
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i? necessary, put him to bed. :
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that Ma Holtz would never allow to
That was just a part of Ma,
to be accepted. She was afraid of
storekeeping. It offered unknown
dangers, and she was already an old
woman. She knew her quaint candy
business, and had saved a few hun
dred dollars which she guarded with
a miser's timid care.
o1 reckon 1 ean peddle down to the
car barns myself,” she decided.
* oghucks!' sald Admah “With ma
and Jo bringin' in twenly dollara a
week—"
“1 aln't too good to =1l pepmin
she gnapped. Indeed, peppermint had
ontered her blood. Without her trade
she would have perished

80 Ma Holtz, ignoring the Commli=
sloner's warning, went with ple nnd
doughnuts to the car barn. Nor did
she stop there. In the afternoon she
took the trolley downtown as far as=
the Manual Training School wher

Ain’t It a Grand and Glorious Feeling

taxicabs after 10 o'clock at night.
Hspecially through parks.

New Yorkers defy the consefuenceg
of roving taxis just as they do illicit
hooch, There are several companies
who employ only drivers of unques-
tioned rellability. Thelr records are
thoroughly gone Into before they ara
permitted to take the wheel,

The others are men who drive
their own taxls, They are the pi-
rates of the streets, Tt is sald that
it is the ambition of every East Sida
gangster to own his own car. Ha
seen in this a chance to further his
eriminal proclivities under the gulse
of labor. /

| Such cahs ars not bonded and if

] a fare is Injured he has no recourse
in law. The criminal drivers haunt
the great rollroad terminals. They
fos] that here they may take advan,
tage of the stranger who knows noth-
ing of the clty.

Thera s an amazing bit of trans-
formation on Sixth avenue from Fif-
ty-third street to the park. The ele-
vated spur that ran along there has
been removed and the street widened

' three feet on each slde, A dark brood-
ing street of catch-penny shops is to
vie with its nelghbor Fifth on the
east. Thus gllded, the name is to be

settled,
ke /
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WHAT! ? YES, | KNow HE
SASSED HIS MOTHER BUT
HE SAID HE WAS SORRY =
OH Now LISTEN SANTA

FORQET THAT- Dom'T
HOLD THAT AGAINST HIM

...___.,.‘___._...______...———-——'-"""'-.
YES -1 KNow HE'S BEEN
RATHER POoR BUT HME'S
Been TRYING You Hnow
AND HE 'S BEeEnm A PRETTY
GooD BovY Teo

5}:5510 C—Ll::.! ;5"3.45& Santa Will Be Delayed This Year,
THIS 15 TomMmY's PAPA =
I JusT WANTED To EX~

PLAIN ABOUT HIS SCHoOL
WOoRM
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: STARTING WITH
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Z 7 AND A NINE LETTER _

changed, Park Lane has been sug-
gented.,
| Ona of those fellows wha 18 always ) G W I'TH P
{ shooting his cuffs, adjusting tles and MORD Sﬂm'l'\.q AT
lnoking In the mirrors called on me : g Wi S s ~2 3
the other day. He has a new trick. i AND ENDING W TH P £
He uses his shoulder to hold the tel- . 7 {
ephone recelver to his ear. o BT ot A
'y He has also changed his line of A oo i
#You sald a mouthful” to *“You '\.‘\ ,—...‘f . ~
drooled a bibful!’ And, O, yes, his s - " (e
bat has a back Instead of front dip. .-'_- o 1
> P~ =S og-1"
It
o, s
%

Still this young man bristled with
activity. At his age laziness was e
just as predominant with me as It o

AND THEM CHRISTMAS
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Gallipolls (0.) Journal I note the fol.
lowing: “Odd McIntyre did the local
work on the Journal today.” And
the next item quoted from that date
reveals my zeal ad a reporter: “The
Youmg Ladles’ gulld met at the home
of Miss Edna McMullen last nlght
and elected officers, but who they
are we wera unalle to find out.” As
Miss McMullen's father owned the pa.
per and Miss McMullen occupled n
desk adjoining mine, it strikes me it
might have occurred to me (o ask
her who wera elected,

And the Blush mounts when T think
of tha day T nsked Peter MoMullen
for a h0-cent ralse fn salary, That wis
the top rung In audacity, As T e
member, he compromised on 2L cents
which made $5.256 & week (0 say noth
fng of two passes to the Aerinl opera

house when n trinpe came 1o Lown
(Convilehe, 124D
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