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GmabaVheie theMest is at its Best

WHY NOT HAVE THE ROADS?

According to a statement from the Nebraska Good
Roads association, $4,000,000 is waiting in the Unit-
ed States treasury for Nebraska to accept and spend
on good roads. To get this money the state will be
asked to spend less than a million. Instead of match-
ing dollars with the federal government, the state
will only be required to put up 24 cents where Uncle
Sam puts up 100 in this instance.

While the money is lying idle in Washington,
other states are getting theirs, because they are at
work on road programs. Taxpayers in Nebraska are
contributing its pro rata share to the federal aid
fund, and thiz year is getting very little benefit from
it. Juast why the legislature failed to make proper
provision at its last session is not easy to explain,
but the failure is costing the state something more
than it can afford. The next legislature will have
full opportunity to make good, and another year
should see Nebraska busy on the good roads pro-
gram once more,

It is not pleasant to be told that Nebraska stands

.B1st of all states in population, seventh jn per ecapita

wealth, 16th in total wealth, and 45th in the number
of miles of hard surfaced roads. No state in the
union needs them more. California alone has more
automobiles in. proportion to the population than
Nebraska, and these indicate the use that is made
of Nebraska's highways by its citizens.

In 1923 Missouri spent for construction work
on state highway systems, $26,608,823; Iowa, $12,-
663,736; Colorado, $4,305,563; Kansas, $4,301,640;
South Dakota, $3,455,672; Wyoming, $2,138,163;
Nebraska, $1,200,000, How much longer will Ne-
braska be content to linger at the bottom of the list
in the important work of good roads construction?

ON ALWAYS BEING CYNICAL.

One of the manifest disadvantages of heing a
eynic is that frequently the expected sneer must be
forced. To be a consistent apostle of discontent,
one must often write or say things in which he has
neither heart nor faith, Especially is thig true when
a professional critic of all things under the sun comes
to deal with a political platform, no matter by whom
it is prepared, what it contains, and which of the
many parties presents it to the public.

The men who prepare such a platform, honorable
though their names may unquestioned their
patriotism, admitted their deep and broad experi-
ence, must be regarded as mountebanks, deliberate
deceivers, bent on cheating the public. The dele-
gates who voice their approval of the platform are
“morons,” or ibeciles, There can be no honesty of
purpose in any political platform, no sincerity of
desire on the part of those who frame it to szerve

be,

the public and to improve the state of society.
This may explain why Arthur Brisbane, for ex-
s0 extensively at the platform adopted
He will do the same at the one the
A leader of thought,
persistently seeks

ample, sneers
at Cleveland.
democratz adopt at New York.
for he has a host of followers, he
to destroy the faith of man in everything.
can write good stuff, and frequently does,
many kind words in the course of a year. expresses

Brishane
He says

many an illuminating thought, and encourages many
a struggling soul. Just as he has done this, he un-
does all his good efforts by a wholesale and unreason-,
ing condemnation of an entire political econvention.

Nebragkang know the delegates they sent
Cleveland, and have confidence in their integrity.
The same must be true of every state in the union.
If this he true, it is reasonable to assume that the
convention fairly represented the voters of the
United States, and that its work, in candidates and
platform, was done honestly. But Mr. Brisbane, in
his superior wisdom, disposes of the whole affair
thusly:

There ten‘t-anvthing In that platform to frighten
anvhody, nothing to cause excitement, nothing to in
dleate that anvhody In power In the republican party
helieves that have bheen lmportant changes
in the world since 1014.7 .

Therefore, we insist that to _
sistently carping at everything and everybody re-
quires frequently the outrage of common sense and
the ordinary trust that must exist between man and
man in order that society may exist at all.

to

be a eynie con-

FRENCH POLITICS STILL HECTIC.

Forcing Millerand to resign as president, and
eleeting Doumergue to the place is the first fruit
of the victory of the left in the recent French elec-
tion. Doumergue, who was president of the =enate,
was not the choice of the left. Painleve was the
candidate of the group that will give to Herriot his
majority when he is named as premier. A
turn in temporary coalitions upset the left and made
the new president of France one who may be said
to represent the minority,

All this is more than a little puzzling to the aver-
fige American, who is not accustomed to see his gov-
ernment flash up and disappear, according to the
whim of groups, large or small, in congress. It is
the effect of the hloe system carried to its logical
end, Doumergue represents the momentary
conlescence of blocs that have no permanent af-
finity, They voted for him because they were op-
posed to Painleve, not for any purpose of giving
him continued support. Herriot, who will undoubted-
Iy go in as premier, is situated similarly, While he
represents the left, that group has not a majority in
itself, and any time one or two of the lesser groups
now aligned with the left decide to oppose the ecabi-
net, down it will go, and a new one will ¢eame on,

In all, since the republiec was proclaimed in 1871,
¢ix presidents of France have resigned. Thiers was
first, Deschanel the last before Millerand. Interest-

fnueer

| platform.
| of them is couched in the language of the builder,

ing French history clusters around each of these
episodes, The republic has endured and will endure,
in spite of its protean politics. FProbably because
the French people are more patiently steadfast than
the French politicians.

DRESS UP FOR THE LIONS.

Next week Omaha is going to be hostess to the
first really and truly international convention that
has gathered here in a long time. The Lions are
coming in force, for their great annual assemblage.
*They will bring some representative men, delegates
who are important in their own home towns, and
whose good opinion is worth having. ‘

The true Lion is afraid of nothing, not even of
bright colors. Yet Omaha has a splendid opportunity
to test this latter statement to the limit. Let home
owners and building owners, and business men and
citizens in general make ready this week, and dress
up the old town in its gayest. Fline out the banners,
and fill the air with streamers, and let us see if we
can scare the Lions.

It ean not be done—that is, the Lions can not
be frightened, but they can be pleased, and they
will be if they see evidences on all hands that Omaha
is proud to have them here for the convention. We
do not know what sort of promises Dean Ringer and
Vincent Hascall and the rest of the local Den made
to the prospective visitors. All we know is that the
Lionz are live wires, and that 2,500 delegates and
goodness knows how many visitors are coming. The
Kansas City delegation had 75 reservations at one
hotel, and Jast week telegraphed to have that num-
her increased to 125. That is just a hint as to what
will happen.

Omaha will house the visitors all right, will feed
them, and show them hospitality in every way.
Decoration is the only thing unprovided for, and it,
should be looked after,

BOYCOTT THAT SOUNDS HOLLOW.

The Japanese uproar against America recalls
Macbeth's comment upon life. It is “full of sound
and fury, and signifying nothing.” Threats of a
hoyeott on all American goods sounds big, until the
situation be examined. In 1922.23 the trade be-
tween Japan and the United States amounted to
about $580,000,000, with a balance of some %60,-
000,000 in faver of Japan. The Japs buy very
sparingly of American manufactured articles. In
that year a total £43,000,000 of foodstuffs of all
kinds were purchased by Japanese of America.
Chiefly this consisted of rice, wheat flour and pork
products, the latter mainly bacon and lard, Mainly
our exports to Japan consist of steel, lumber, glass
and other building material, which are not produced
in the empire. Trade in these fell off almost one-
half from the wartime peak.

For years the United States has been the princi-
pal market for the wares of Japan. In 1922 al-
most one-half of the total exports from the empire
came to this country. We must concede to the
of ordinary intelligenee, and
this means they are not apt to cut off their principal
customer through a boycott that only amounts to a
protest against a political act.

The statesmanship of Japan is superior to the
hubbub that is raised by the politicians.

Japanese possession

For they
do have politics over there, and for several years one
of the great issuex has been universal suffrage. Gov-
ernments have fallen, one after another, hecause of |
the crises arising from this, and the American ex-
clusion law is being made the pretext for another up-
heaval by the party that is opposed to things as they
are. It not mean a war,

dnes or even a serious

Of Course There’s No Such Thing as Pleasing Some Folks.
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interruption of Japanese trade, for they are as anx- {

ious to sell to America as they have been in the past.

“AGIN’

THE GOVER'MENT.”
The democrats are opposed to the republioan
platform—quite naturally. Their opposition is due
to a congenital difficulty that makes it impossible

for them te appreciate the fact that great construc-
tive programs are built in gquiet planning and are
carried out by force of character.

Noise and hubbub and running about in circles is
g0 natural an atmosphere of the democrat that he
can not appreciate the greater power that lies in the
onh

well organized mind that moves directly toward
Jed Lives.

The people have read the republican platform, |
they will soon have a chance to read the democratic |
Thl-).’ can read the difference, too, One
the other in the language of those who merely are
against things,

The heart of the still moves the

slogan of the party, “We are agin’ the gover'ment.”

democrat to

“What Happened to Hogs" captions an esteemed
contemporary. Well, so far as we are concerned
they usually get our seat in the sireet ears, and are
always just ahead of us in the cafeteria line.

Mayhbe the men who have ducked the vice presi
dential nomination are wiser than those who sought
to name them, It takes a mighty good man to mea-
sure alongside Coolidge.

That Nevada senator acquires a reputation |
worthy of being placed alongside that of the young
fellow who fired the Ephesian dome,

Now we Bave the remarkable spectacle of demo
crats shedding tears over the passing of Henry Cahot
Lodge from leadership. It is funny.

A Nehbraskn school board is tryving to head off
any deal between Cupid and the schoolma’am. At
present the score is a tie.

Two more Omaha teachers have retired after 40
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SUNNY

SIDE UP

Comfort. nor forget

ment,

An old-time friend save the great t

bile {& that you can't wrap t i
let the blooming thing ambla ale

TJhat sunrise neser /au’ed us yet
Celia Thacter |
— e
A Y
( AGRICULTURAL.
In January how I love
To dream of hoe and spade
And in my dreams to contemplate |
The garden 1 have made.
In February how I plan |
Straight row and level bed,
And dream of lettuce, pease and beans
And radishes so red |
In March T walk around the ]ot !
And mark with care eacl Ace
Where ev'ry vegetable will
With meet and per &
In \p_: | I take out ti tnnls, I
In May I sort them o's
in. I bhuy my green god at |
The corner grocery siore,
F.. W. kKerr savae he can rememhber vears ago when sgges
were three dozen for a quarter, butter, 10 eents per pound
milk was 5 cents per quart; the butcher gave away liver and
treated the kids with bonlogna: the red girl received 12 a week
and did the washing; women did not powder and paint (in pub |
liey, smoke, vote, play poker or ghake the shimmie Men wore
vhiskers and hoots, chewed tobaccn, spit on the sidewalk and
russed, Beer was § cent and the Junch was free. Laborers work |
e 10 hours a day and never went on strike. No tips were |
given to waiters and the hat-check grafte was unknown. A
kerosene hanging lamp and sterroscope in the parlor were
luxuries. No one was ever nperated on for appendicitis or
hought glands, Mlicrobes were unheard of: folks lived to a |
gond old age and every year walked miles to wish their friends |
a Merry Christmas,
Now, says Mr. Kerr, everyvhody les in automobiles, or
flies; plays golf, shoots craps, pluys the plano with their feet
goes to the movies nlghtly, smokes cigarets, drink Ruckus
juice, hlames the H. C. of 1.. on the republican=s, never gnes to
bed to same day they get up and think they are having a won
derful time. These are the davs of suffragetiing. profiteering
excens taxes and prohibition and If you think life Is worth liv-
Ing, I wish you a Happy New Year, ‘
Just as soon as we can get around to [t, which may be
never, we are going to offer the editor of the Blue Valley Blade
a remedy for a disordered liver. Incldentally, too, we are not
going to make any extra effort ta get around ta |t
We trust that none of our admiring readers will he decajved |
by the word “Inhalatorium That {s the name given by the
government tn another of ite activities, It doesn't mean what .
a lot of fellows.think it means, but means simply a reom where !
a sufferer from some disease is confined and some kind of zas Ll
turned on for him to breathe, tha supposition being that the I
germs that infect the patient will he eradicated. This explana.
tion will doubtless result In 4 decreased demand for the treat
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. Vs perseverance P sy 1
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Railroad Man's Views, | clally when they have to pay more
Perry, In To the Editor of The|than & per cent for thelr barrowed |
Umaha Bee: In answer to Doe Ferrsll's | money, and most of them have 1--:
tetter of June 6 would llke to ask|barrow. in that business as well as
him If when he went on a trelp helanv other
viiilld feel safe if he knew the man| When 1t is all eut and Arled which
Wis at the throttle of the engine|would tend to make the batter timea
pulling the train was an operator and|we nre all walting for to stoh trying
iknew nothing of running the engine. [to cut Industrial wages imaking un
He sava he had veiars experience In | smplovment eapecinlly In the oltles
the rallway game. From the trend ¢ every attempt made In the direc
of his letter the only experience rail-|tion of wage reduction) and see tn I
roading he ever had wae on his an-|that the man from thes country geots
nual treip to his wige's peoples home for | for his product, all it cost him to
his christmas dinne; produce [t, figuring falr wages .'u-l
Doe, you are very young or yvou|himself and othes help used, besides a|
are getting old, your disposition =] fai; profit =uch as any other business
getting soured ke an ol doctor T would Agure?
knew years ago, 'who had lost all his Or to et things keep on going the
patients for the yeason they all had|way the vare, with the ultimate out-
tombstones sitting on them. So you|ecome that the higgest part of the
we an ol eadl nre you, Doe?  You|population in both the cities and the
probably tampered tiss on nn e Xt | eountry will go on the rodks except
gang fur a weel You dida't have|ftor a few who have the wherewithal
Backbone enough to stick any longer. | to stern the tide® A BEE READER,
Why do rallroead company's requlre
from 6 to B yeurs firlng or hWraking Twelve Thousand a Year, |
from a |:r-“ man before giving him Something like 12,000 new laws .-\-s-l-
charge of engine or teain, if any one enactixl In this country every vear :
“an run the engine or punch Your|Phat a good many of them are con
Micting, amblguous or of uncertain

years of service, In that time they have earned
more than a pension,

It must he a pretty good republican platform if
it takes a democratic editor that long to tell what is
wrong with it.

Chauffeur Dale's shotgun may well be listed
among the efficient deterrents of crime.

Homespun Verse

~—By Omaha's Own Poet— |
Robert Worthington Davie

SIGNBOARDS.
On every side within the town through which 1 Aally
tread,
Higns mark the way behind my steps, and nearer draw
snhend
Vast portraits, palnted to portray the best of all that's
fine

Abmorb the beauty of the way and blear the eyes of mine

How oft It takes me backwinrd to !i-.-mr'\\umlq In heauty
dressed

Those nameless nooks of splendor which reveal the un
CxXpressn

Which more than the material glva to those whose sonls
e mot

Inscribed upon the

ol

pedestal of wealth which they have

Viast portralta the bhest of all that's

fine,

palnted to portrny

Abhsorh the heauly of the wayv and hlear the sves of mine,
I'ntil 1 long to wander in thore wonds which only grow,
But Ythe exalted worthiness of nativism show

Abe Martin W

No matter how long a feller owns
a fliveer he never wits through
demonatratin' it,  1've allus wanted
t' hear what a clerk thinks after he
pits through talkin' an' you don't
buy anything

tCepsrieht, 1034.)

application is attested by the fact that
the appeliate courts, during a like pe
riodd, hand down something like 123
lmm judicinl decisions In America no
|body can know whether n law fs a law

o not, or what It means, until it has
{ hoenn  passed on  judically Thus we
have ome hranch of the government
Jn-;.\\mq Inws and another unmaking
|them, a process not alones enstly and
slow, but probably destructiva of
:.n-nr'-r for Iaw, because the average
|eitimen who takes the view that M's

[all m game of piteh and toss anvegay

st likely 10 put himself ont tg he
| bonad by a law that may not be A, lan
tomaorrow hansas ity Star.
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