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figure of a man, diffident of manner
and unready of speech. Cordella saw
littie of him, but was inclined to like
him.

It was just a week after the an-
nouncement of the engagement of
Gladys and Jerry that Mitchell sald
to Cordelia. "“I'm golng to have a lt-
tle conference on today. I want you
1o be present and I want you to keep
hold of yourself.”

Cordelia had need for this control
when the parties to the conference
began to drrive at 10 o'clock. There
were two strangers whom Mitchell,
then and Iater Introduced as “‘Mr
Emerson and Mr. Balley, interested in
a little matter with me:"” they were
!s.lﬁm. compoesed men, and so remain-
|ed throughout the conference. Then
|came Esther, Then, together, came
| Gladys Norworth and Jerry Plimpton.
i As Gladys entered her manner was
proud, defiant. disdainful; then she
saw*her step-sister, and sudden fear
flashed into her green <yes, but in-
|mantly her pride was again In con-

“By the way, Miss Norworth, Mr.
Plimpton.” he Inquired, “have you
sver met my secretary, Miss Mar
|lowe?""
I (To Be Contlnued Tomorrow.)
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“What aid I tell you about Farmer
Brown's Boy7?"' demanded Peter ot
the Quacks one day after Farmer
Brown's Boy had gone away. "Didn't
1 tell you that he is a friend to =
trusted?”

“He is, Peter, Ha certainly is"™
sald Mrs. Quack. Then she sighed.
“I wish that there were more of
thos two-legged creatures like him.
I do so, 1 wish Mr. Quack and I
could stay here 2ll next winter. But
I suppose the ice and snow will drove
us South as usual, and we will have
another just such terrible winter. I
can't bear to think of it.”

“Don't,” sald Peter. *“Next winter
is a long way off. Be timnkful for
what you have now and don't borrow
trouble from the future. 1 suppose
that before long you and Mr. Quack
will be starting for Yyour summer
home in the Far North. You lock as
It you were strong encuch now.”

“We are,” said Mrs. Quack,
“but" She looked at Mr. Quack,
and Mr. Quack looked at her. Neither
said anything further,
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