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RURAL MORALS NO BETTER THAN CITY-—-RUPERT HUGHES

By RUPERT HUGHES.

It has always puzzled me to under-
stand why people assume that God
made the country and men made the
towns; for if God made the country
He also made the men who make the
towns, and he put into men’'s breasts
the love of gathering together for
mutual help, comfort and improve-
ment,

Furthermore, the towns are mostly
filled with people who were born in
the country or who actually live In
the country,

The number of rich people in New
York or any other clty who go out to
a farm every evening Is enormous.

Damning the Arts,

Tho wickedness of citles Is suffic:
ient, but city people are less wicked
than they might be just because they
have at hand so many amusemecents
and diversions. Of course many mor-
alists find these amusements wicked
in thomselves. If we listened to all the
sects there would be no theaters, art
gallerles, dance halls, or moving plc-
ture emporiums, and libraries would
ba cut down to theological debate,

The cities are indeed viclous if all
who ecither patronize or make pos-
gible the dramatic and fictional arts
are damned to begin with, But the
world without the actor, playwright
and theatrieal manager known as
Shakesperean would be much impov-
erished. If it came to a question of
doing without Shakespeare or Dr.
John Roach Straton, I'm afraid I'd
not hesitate long.

The records of crimes committed In
the rural regions include the muost
apalling known to mankind, Viola-
tions of women flourish to an extent
indreamed of except by the sheriffs
and constables who pursue in wvain.

Earn-burning has been a favorite out-

door sport, Theft and murder are as
frequent as convictions are rare. The
feud finds its breeding-ground in ru-

ral sections, and many lonely com-
munitles are simply festering with
abominations.

Some Sobering Facts.

I was foreman of a county grand
Jury once for six weeks, and I don't
want anybody to talk to me about
rural innocence or noble purity. Even
it my oath did not forbid my telling
what I heard, my discretion would,
for nobody would print it :

My father's first client was a blg
prute who was accused of burning
numerous barns for the sheer pleas-
ure of the fire-works.

When I was about a year old my
father helped to prosccute a Missourl
farmer charged with visiting a neigh-
bor's home and. chopping open the
heads of a.man, his wife and their six
children. The jury acquitted him, but
the meighbors promptly lynched him.

In a small city where I lived for a
time a voung 16-yvear-old girl took part
in & wild all-night carcusal with five
yvoung men, and the next day she was
dead. b

A distinguished lecturer told me re-
cently that the principal of the high
school in a certain city of moderite
population told him that during the
last year 24 of his girl pupils had had
Nlegitimate children.

Sordid Chronicles,

About a year ago the whole coun-
try was torn up by the trial of a case
in which the professor of a small
town university brought suit against
a local clothing merchant ‘tn farce
him to support a ehild of which the
professor's wife had confessed his
paternity.

More recently a small eity In the

‘divorces in 230

excitement over the fact that six
men and women had been shot to
death in a Lovers' Lane just outside.
None of the couples were marrled to
each other, *

A letter recently recelved from a
woman in a small New England town
told me that three young couples had
ridden over to a neighboring village
for a brisk evening, from the effects
of which four of them had died, Not
a word appeared in the newspapers.

‘We should not let ourselves be de-
ceived by publicity. The tragedies of
humble people in small communities
do not make headlines.

Publicity and Sin.

A divorce suit by a woman or a
man of national prominence for some
professional, social op financlal rea-
son will fill columns in every news-
paper of the land. A hundred di-
vorees by obgscure people will not
even be listed.

A Texas judge recently granted 212
minutes, Nobody
probably even read the names of any
of the 213. Yet you can hardly pleck
up a paper in which you do not find
a daily reference to the unpleasant
domestic squabble of a certain New
Yorker who has the unfortunate com-
bination of big money and a bad tem-
per.

It is a ridiculous, a wicked habit of
thought to deduce general opinions
from headlines. Because rich and fa-
mous people get large space when
thelr affairs go wrong, nearly every-
body assumes that rich and famous
people are more reckless and wicked
than poor and humble folk,

A clubman in New York was found
dend in his pajamas with a handful
of letters In his hand and a bullet in
his heart. The newspapers made him

northern part of the south made some

famous, and calléd him richer than

he was. The whole nation puzzled
its head for months over the still un-
solved mystery of his death, and a
number of women who had the bad
luck to know him had the same fame
thrust upon them. Yet hundreds,
thousands of unknown poor men and
women are found dead, exhibited in
morgues and stuffed {nto Potters'
flelds without comment.

A famous case that filled the front
pages for wvears concerped a bank
president who accused ‘hg wife of an
{ilicit affair with an Indlan guide.
Where the guilt—if any—lay, who
shall know? But it was credited to
the corruptions of city life though
the gin, It sin there was, was commit-
ted in the most beautiful rural re-
gions, close to nature's heart, i the
very core of the country little
troubled by mankind.

Before me llee a paper describihg
the finding of the body of a young
girl who was an organist jn a village
church., Her father refused to go to
her funeral, saying, “She was always
gallivanting around with the hoys.
She never, stayed.at home much,” The
day bhefore she disappeared she mailed
posteards to six of her attendants,
three of them married men.

Before me lies an account of an
orgy in a small southern town with
a drunken riot in the village square.

Comparative Wickedness,

In the game reglom a farmer was
so disgusted hecause erowds of young
peopls used to visit a pond on his
farm at night and bathe there, that
one night he stole all their clothes.
A wild farce ensued in the effort to
get everybody home without discov-
ery,

One could go on forever quoting in-.
stances ‘of depravity in country-side
and village peace. But the very

mention of them would be charged
against me as an unpardonable
offense,

Yet things go on and are well
known to everyhody who lives in puch
regions. And etill the cry goes up
that the cities are more wicked than
the small communities,

Wickedness is not a matter, how:
‘ever, of populations., It is a matter
of the coincldence of temperaments in
the wrong mood with the favorable
opportunity.

Temptation and ()pporlunitr.

1 assall the small community and
the rurad reputation, not because I
consider them worse than the eity
evile, but because they are universal-
ly acclaimed as better,

There is safety in numbers, There
Is also danger in numbers. There I8
solitude in crowds, there is also pro:
tection Iin crowds, Crowds make an
excellent chaperon,

On the other hand opportunity is
in itself rather a hindrance to temp-
tation than a help to it. The greatest
ging are due to unexpected encoun.
ters, to peculinr and unusual moods,
They are not sins of intention or
of character; they are accidental mis-
steps. They may happen in a city or
in the most hucolic scenes,

In the great cities there are mil
lions of people who live modestly,
virtuously, meekly. - The country re-
glong have their swaggering brutes
and theiy untamed rakes. In both
realms all sorts of people dwell,

Americans in Paris,

No sharp line ean be drawn be.
tween the two, There {8 mueh ado
over the vices that eltles purvey to
visitors from out of town, to the buy-
ers nnd small mérthants and coun-
try folk out for a lark. But surely

it people come in from the country

to hunt wickedness, they bring with
them as much as they find.

Paris has long had a bad name
because of the misbehavior of Amerl-
cans and other tourists there. But
the Amerlcans must share the blame..

In the great citles one finds many
virtues as well as many vices that
the country and the small town can-
not provide. ‘The_ great maovements
for the prevention of disease, of
cruelty to children and to animals;
nll the great endeavors of charity
find their highest expression there,
And-.I consider the love and the cul.
ture of heauty in all Ita forms v. vir-
tuous act. .

1 consider a great mar-k of arcltl‘

tecture a noble deed whether it be n"whm a’

cathedral, an art gallery; a ‘custom
house, a theater, a rnmio pnhce or o
residence, -

1 consider a great play a virtuous
achlevement, and grand opera a high
attainment of human merit striving
to be divime. I consider a symphonic
conecert or a gorgeous ballet or a su-
perb moving picture among the most
worthy achlevements of the human
soul at its best., I conslder a great
fresco, a great sculpture or painting,
a magnificent beidge, a subway sys-
tem, a rallroad, a steamship, an air-
ship—all of these and many more, to
be downright acts of virtue,

For virtue is not to me a matter of
avolding the doing of a great number
of things. It I8 not "I don't!" or
“I didn't!” that proves & s8gnil worth
while, but “I do!" “I did1”

The man who, in his passionate
eagerness to beautify and cheer his
fellow men and women and to adorn
the scene of the drapery of his life,
is now and then swept beyond the
bounds of discretion or propriety, s

he or she |s who abstaina from every-
thing clvilized and glorious for fear
of a misstep.

The great goodn'u of the city to
me is that in it men and women
band together and co.operate for
beauty and joy, for health and com-

ifort. Vast municipal enterprises are

to mo hépoisms of the loftiest kind.
~ 1 thrill ‘as fiercely as anybody to
a sunrise or a sunset, to a mountain
or a violet, o sea in etorm or a sky
full of pink clouds. But why should
I rave over these as the wonderful
jsnd perfeft works of a benevolent

tor who made them all for me
th His ewn incomprehensible hand,

thel’l-turn and curse some city
, milllon or more human
m.rt, haye combined to build homes
and offices and faetories, and to pro-
'vide hospitals, orphan asylums, thea-
ters, opera houses, athletic clubs and
what not for the welfare of one an-
other?

How. cAn & man gaze upon the vast
glerras of the skyscrapers of New
York, Chicago, Philadelphla, Los An-
geles, - Ean Franelsco, Kansas City
and other cities and call them the
evil works of Babylon?

Is the dirty tramp who slinks down
the lane and cooks his stolen chicken
In a thicket with his boogy compan-
fons . nearer God than the engineer
who drives his crowded traln along
the trestles of the elevated, carrying
thousands to their toll and home
again to their families?

"1 have seen as wonderful sunsets
and moon skles down the canyons of
city streets as 1 ever saw in the
deserts or the mountains, Phave seen
as much brotherly love and gentle
kindness among city policemen as 1
have ever found among the dear old

not to me one-half the sinner that

village folk or the God-fearing farmers.

So have you. So has everybody.

1 love the country and I own a
farm where I spend many happy
days and nights among the most
pleasant people, But I love also the
vast throngs of the football games,
or the gleaming horseshoe of the
Metropolitan opera house,

Not Place, But People.

The shop glrl or the stenographer
at her task or hurrying home or
sauntering to a movie with her steady
is to me neither less nor more poeti-
cal than a sweet country lass lugging
her smoking milkpall or scattering
her panful of corn among the chick-
ens, or drifting down the twilight lane
with the hired man “to see the
view."

Crimes are committed in all places
—all sorts of crimes. And they look
ugly and hateful in the result; but
they are the gestures of people In
torment and they are pitiful in their
origins,

There are rich peopls who have
gentle, simple hearts, and thens are
poor people who are cruel and con-
celted. There are palaces where there
is contentment and cottages where
there is horror, The reverse is true.
And the man who has self-respect
enough to wish to hold and to voice
only such opinions s are based on
truth and on mercy will be ashamed
of silly impulses to denounce one class
of soclety in general or to pralse an-
other unduly. He wiil avold the an-
cient and dishonerable folly of re-
peating the mossgrown lie that cities
are bad and villages good.

It is not the cities or the villages
that are either good or bad, but the
people in them. And people are only
people all the world over, world with-
out end, Amen!

(Copyright, 1924.)

DOHENEY’S INNER LIFE PRESENTS PATHETIC P

By MARK SULLIVAN.

Washington, Teb. 16.—Hera in
Washington we haven't yet got used
to the picture Mr. Doheny gave us of
himself. Most of us whose work
takes us among publiec characters had
run across him from time to time,

Doheny didn't even seem to make
any effort to put his case in a light
favorable to himself,

When he was on the stand the first
time, and told frankly of his own
initiative, the story of the §100,000
loan—if it was a loan—to Iall, nearly
everybody who knew the background
felt rather kindly toward Dohéemy. At
that time the tendency of most ob-
servers was to put most of the odjum
on Fall and partly, at least, to excul-
pate Doheny,

As to Fall, the condemnation was
severe, Fall was an experlenced Dub-
lic man who knew the law and the
proprieties, Also, Fall had already
lied about the money; had sald he
got it from one man and later ad-
mitted he did not get it from that

nman.
Fall Asked for Loan.

And so, when TDoheny came for-
vard and said he was the man who

gave the $100,000 to Fall, the result

was increased condemnation of Fall,
eoupled with a disposition to try to
find some amelioration for Doheny.
Doheny - sald ¥Fall had initfated the
transaction, had asked for the loan.
That ecaused everybody Iin Washing-
ton to turm thumbs down on Fall
As to Doheny, one could see how he
might havé made the loan on the hasis
he said he made it on, namely, that
this old friend and companion of his
desert prospecting days had said he
needed the money, and Doheny want-
ed to let him have If for old times'
sake.

But after 'Dnhnﬁ}' went won the
stand the second time it was impos-
sible to make this kind of excuse, or
to construct a case of thinking so
charitably of him. That seeond ap-
pearance of Doheny's was the one,
in which he recited the list of pub-
lle men he had hired. He had the
alr of calling the roll of them like
an ostentatious king giving an In-
ventory of his possessions,

“Paid for Influence.”

He used such hald phrases as “I
paid them for their influence.” If
some hostlile lawyer had set out to

put the worst posible words into

Doheny’s mouth he
done worse.

When he described himself in the
case of several democrats he em.
ployed, as a rich man diong business
with the government who wants in-
fluence and buys it, he could not
thereafter go hnck to the claim that
as to Fall it was not a case of y-
ing influence, but merely a case® of
doing a favor for “auld lang syne.”

He seemed to exult in makidg the
case seem as bad as possible for Me-
Adoo and the others—and therefore
for himself as well.

Thera were a good many surmises
as to Doheny's motive. There was
talk of his heing “put up to it" by
republican lawyers, or by Jim Reed,
in order to discredit McAdoo and the
others, Probably a more complete
explanation {8 that Doheny was
angry. It ja sald that Doheny on
cceasion can get very angry indeed,
and that when he gets angry there's
no stopping him. The story (8 that
after his first testimony .he read the
speeches made about him and Fall
by Senator Heflin and some other
democrats and thereupon made up
his mind to go on the stand again
and tell what he could tell about

t‘m‘zlr‘ln‘t have

democrats he had employed; §md tell
it in a way to put it in the worst
pussible light.

No “Coal 0il Johnnie."

Doheny was no “coal oil Johnnie."
He gives the impression of a modest
man of stable character and depend-
able substance. He is quite a differ-
ent type from Sinclair.

It you should meet Doheny and
talle -with him and did not know his
background you might say that he
was the professor of philosophy In
some backwater college. He is dis
tinetly a man of thought and enthus-
iagm for ideas, although Doheny him-
self had compaxatively little forfmal
education.

Doheny, In dinner table conversa-
tion with friends, used to recount his
own experiences in Mexico and from
them draw generalizations about the
philosophy of social organization and
the Individual conduct of life, Before
he sét up his great refineries in Mex-
fco he said the native used to get up
ifn the:morning, put on an antique
hat his granfather had woven 75
years before, go out and =it on what-
ever slde of the adobe hut was sunny,
and as the sun moved on, keep chang-

ing to the sunny side. This was the
Indian philosophy of life. * .
Made Mexicans Work.

Doheny needed labor. He wanted
fhose Mexicans to work for him. And
they, by all their Ideas of the con-
duet of individual existence and by
all their traditions, set no value on
continuous dally toll or on the frults
thereof, Doheny put his mind on
the prohlem of giving these Indians
an incentive to labor. He did it by
setting up stores in which he sold
straw hats with bright colored bands,
from the United States; phonographs
and other things tempting to a sim-
ple people, Then he offered them §3
a day to work for him. The wish to
get American hats and other thinge
nowel 1o them gfempted them to work
for the money they had to have in
order to buy.

Doheny thought, with all the ear-
nestness of his soul, that he had done”
a fine thing for these Indian® and for
the world.

It was difficult to realize that Deo-
heny was not a professor of philos,
ophy and economics, but an old pros.
pector for ofl who hagd finally struck
it and grown greatly rich, one who
had spent most of his youth and much

of his mature life as a grub-staked
wanderer.

That was the sort of m)nwz-utlrm
that casual acquaintapces had with
Doheny, and the kind of man he re-
vealed himself to be when one had
the opportunity of lelsurely lunching
with him.

Doheny spent most of his formative
yeara, not in schools, but as a lone-
ly, grubstaked, poverty-stricken wan-
derer on the desert. Doubtless it was
fh the quiet of these lonely days and
nights that he became a man of re-
flection.

For 20 years he prospected for ‘g-JI'!
and silver. Then he turned to oil,
and found it in several places in our
own sauthwest and in Merica

He found eme spot where a well
poured forth upward of 2,000 barrels
of oil svery hour for years. After
he found his oil he organized his com-
panles with business skill. He cast
away none of his vitality in dissjpa-
tion and very little of it in any form
of recreation. He bullt a fine home
in California, but aside from that he
lived simply. He snmed. neither to
care for money for the sake of keep-
ing it nor for the sake of ostentatious

Fall case, he sald it was his custom to
zive money to any old acquaintance

He gave much money to technlgal
engineering schools and that sort of
thing.

Loyal to Associates.

An acquaintanee asked Doheny
when he was telling his difficulties
with the then government of Mexico,
why he kept it up—why should he,
then 63, stick to the harassments of
hustling back and forth from Mexico
to Washington, to Los Angeles, to
New York, fretting his spirit and
wearing himself out to safeguard his
corporations.

He merely smiled and said some-
thing about obligations of loyalty to
associates whosa ‘prosperity was
bound up with his.

One wonders if he wishes now that
he had retired. There is romething
almost pitiful about this old man of
68 rushing wp and down the country.
One thinks of him not as owning his
possessions, but ns being owned by
them,. driven and harassed by them.

Doheny thought passionately that

who asked for it, he told the truth.

CTURELE

vou saw him going in and out of the

committee robm you wondered if he

were really as happy as one of the

elderly watchmen who read the news-

paper at their ease and doze the af-

ternoon away in freedom from care.
Irony of His Work.

A good deal of Doheny's thought
ran in the direction of maintaining
democracy and the whole present sys-
tem of organized society. He
dreaded the thing that was attempted
in Russia—dreaded it not so much for
the sake of his own possezsions, but
dreaded it rather as fatal to all that
he regarded as being for human good.
When Mexico tried an experiment
looking In the direction of commun-
fsm Doheny feit it was another men-
ace to civilization.

And now the ironic fact i= that this
unostentatious man, who seemed less
concerned about money for his person-
al sake than about individual owner-
ship as a theory of organized society
—this man is one of the central fig-
ures in a scandal about which it has
been said that no propaganda coming
out of Russia has done as much te

he had a correct philosophy of the!undermine public confidence in  gov-

display. Whén, in testifving in the

had a correct one for himself. When

world, but one wonders if he really | ernment and blg business as has the

oil scandal,

RUSSIA’S FUTURE HANGS

By DAVID LLOYD GEORGE.
Bpecial Cable to The Omaha Bee.

London, Feb. 16.~—~Great Britain is
according a quasl de jure recognition
to Russia. say “‘quasi” because
questions arising out of recognition
have still to be settled. Italy Is about
to follow sult. These ara two im-
portant facts in the internatlonal re-
lations of Europe which will have a
bearing of unknown significance upon
its future.

For the moment thera will be no
Russian ambassador at the court of
St. James, but the bolshevik charge
d'affalres will appear there and a
British charge d'affaires will be re-
celved in Moscow. Thers may be a
change in the Russian representative
in London, but his status will be
exalted, Rakovsky Is in London to-
Aday as the official representative of
the soviet republic, but he iz merely
a trade representative. He was rele-
gated to the plebian corridors of the
board of trade, and even there rarely,
if ever, was he allowed to enter the

In the days of the coalition the
Russian emissary was received at
Downing street, and there discussed
with the me minlster matters of
common in st to both countries. But
diehardism drove the holshevik lepers
outside the gates, and Leord Curzon
flung stones at them with his rhe-
torleal eatapult. His intention, no
doubt, was to scare them away alto-
gether. His effort entirely falled, But
still there was on redl intercoursa be-
tween the governments,

Now that Rakovsky and O'Grady
are arrayed in the panoply of diplo-
macy, will It make any difference?
A great deal. Not because of the
change of status, hut more hecause
of the infprovement in the atmos-
phere. The frost-bitten diplomacy of
10238 has disappearéd and a real thaw
has set In.

Must Acknowledge Debits,

The proposals of the Genoi con-
forence stipulated that, as a condi
tion of de jure recognition, the Rus.
glin government should acknowledge

ithe ravages of pestjlence and famine

sanctum of the president.

the debts incurred by its predecessors

to forei®n lenders nml ghould re-
store the confiscated properyy of for-
elgners Inside Russia or compensate
them for the loss, . And, moreover,
that the soviet government should
undertake not to organize, assist or
countenance any hoétila propaganda
ngninst the laws and institutions of
another country.

On the main condition there was,

at that date, complete agcord he-
tween the powers negotiating with
Icussia,

When the Russian delegates put
in a plea of poverty for their country
and pointed to the desolating ruin
of war and civil dissension and to

thes French delegates were scornful.
It was only barbarians or holshevists
who repudiated honest debts for hon
est » money advanced by neighbors.
‘'he argument had [ta entertalning
sifde for the delegates of CGreat Bri-
tain. They, however, refralned from
pressing  home the moral of the

But agreement was found to be im-
possible.

. Payment Not Made.’

The net result has been that the
Belgian investors have not had their
property restored or recelved com-
pensation In respect of it, that each
yvear that property s deterforating
and chances of compensation are be-
coming more remote, and that the
French Investor has recelved noth-
ing In respect of his Russian bonds
and is now less likely than ever to do
BO.

A fturther result Is that the effort
at combined understanding with Rus-
gla having broken down, {solated ne-
gotiatfons have taken its place,

Italy has no Russian bond=s or Rus-
sian investments to hamper her nego.
tiatlons and ghe s not likely to risk
fallure for the sake of ensuring the
restoration of Belgian properties or
the repayment of French loans., Her
people need Russian wheat,

And a socialist government in Eng-

French eontention,

land I8 not likely to embarrass jts

ON FAITH OF FINANCIERS

.
understanding with Russia by wor.
rying the soviet® about claims of
French and Belglan Ipvestors.

The Britlsh worker and the cap-
Italist both need trade with Russia,
The soviet government "aving se.
cured recognition from Britain, Italy,
Germany and possibly Czecho Sle-
vakia will not, In my opinion, think
it worth their while burdening Rus-
sin with the full Genoa terms In or-
der to purchase recognition from
France and Belgium.

France and Belgium Losers,

The United States of Ameriea will
come dn on its own termms amd only
in ftaown good tima THe American
government Is hardly lkely to take
upon {tgelf the worries of French |
and HBelginn Jdiplomacy =o that, in
the end, French and Belglan invest
ors will suffer for the working of the
policy played by the Poincare govern.
ment durlng the efforts made at
Gienoa to restore peace (n Europe,

The labor government is quite jus-

titied In entering into separate nego-

a

tiations with JRussia. The separate
action of France and Belgium in the
Ruhr has dissolved the entente, and
Britain and Italy are no longer re-
strained by the bonds of alllance,
How will it work osut?

| purchase
That will | necessary equipment

for
and especially

railways, machinery
collieries and oil wells,
for agriculture.

It will enst Rwesia much more to
from outside sources the
for repairing

dc]und on what haprens $n Russia. | the damage wrpught Eyv the conflicts

have no doubt that the
Iiu.‘:ﬁi:m gotvernment is sincorely
sirous of establishing
with Britain. Russia needs credit on
large scale, No country in the
world has suffered so much from the
war and the upheaval that followed
the war, and restoration and recon-
struftion are making slow progress.
The littla peddimg arrapgenrents o
rulera Tave been. able to carry
through from time to time are ridicu.
lously . inadequate to Russia's real

present
lir‘.

good relations ' remain

of the lnst 10 years. And when res
toration is complete, therc will otill
the undeveloped possibilities
of that wgst territory.

Russia’s future will depend entirely
on the confidence its rulers will suc-
ceed in creating in the money mar-
kats of Europe and America. Thepe
ru‘lrg‘ﬂ are an aple ‘md!- of moenjadd
they hnve now.acgbiced considarnile

experience in the difficulties of gov-
ernment.
The first fact driven Into their

nesds

Estimatod Need Modest,

minds, by the famine and failure of

‘H‘ﬁ last few years, is that their coun:

Russian delegates at Genoa placed | try depends for ite restoration on the

their Inmediate requircments in !lu-ih.-ln of people who detest their doe:

way of forelgn credits at 400,000,000 | trines,
| tial to their success as a government

jounds, That figure 1s modest when
one thinks of Russia deficiencles in

They know that it is essen-

that they should win the confidence of

factories, | the

moneved classes In other lands.

Can they control the wilder ele-
ments fnside their own party? Wil
they remain- united, or will personal
rivalries lead to furtheér distraction,
bloodshed and anarchy?

Although there are many capahle
men at the head of affdirs in Russia
today, there is no one who possesses
the gifts and influence of Lenin. The
world is apt to. write him down as a

|monster, It is (o0 early yet teo
estimate falrly his real qualities. Im
the past, monsters have been makers
of Russia. -

The history of revolution, after the
fall of the central figure, is ominows
of troubles, There {s no parliament
or democracy in Russia in which the
ultimate authority is vested. Thepe
is, therefore, no arbiter of disputes ex-
cept force. Unless and until events
demonstrate that the Russian gov-
ernment is stable and can be depended
upon, 1 cannot. see investors forming
queues when the next Ru-sstrm loan
is being floated,

(Copyricht., 1924.)

U. S.

“By H. G. WELLS,
Author of The Outline of History.

London, Feb, 16.—Belloc has writ-

ten a small and imposing book about |

America and England called “The
Contrast.”. Small it is in length and
substance, but impeosing In its Eng-
lish edition.

It is the sort of book that has
.the first sentence of chapter one on
page nine., To the student of cur-
rent events it is a noteworthy bhook.
It betrays the drift of a very complex
group of forces at work In our educa-
tional, journalistic and literary world,
a group of forces desiring the sep-
aratlon/ of America from  FEurope,
clamoring for
America’ from participation in the
davelopment of n new phase of civil-
ization and the arrest of that develop-

ment,

Belloe 18 top often  treated by
American and English critles as
merely a comic figure, A comie

figure, no doubt, this bulky, gesticu-
lating Frenchman is. His prose style
is suggestive of an after-dinner talk-
er at his richest and jolliest.

He is quick to Imitate any form
of dignity. Could anything be more
funny for ingtance, than this pseudo-
flluminating experiment to jllustrate
the profoud truth that “intense in-
dividual eontact and energy make
for uniformity?"

Ingloviously Expressive.
fromm  the prepostorous
side of Helloe there is much that in.
terests in him, Me ls vigorously ex
pressive and speaks for forces In ouy
community that are more often sllent
Iv active and glves resistance anima
tion.

The least original of contemporary
writers, he has retained the lending
fdeas of an upbringing that was es

But, apart

gentially Cathoelle and Latin In a prae-
tieally inflexible form. [Ilis world,
after o few merely - preparatory

phases with a polite gesture to the
Greeks, begins and ends with Rome.

His mind i= like o nnughty, grow
fng chitd refusing to be put  nto

IN

the disengagoment of '

, | termy,™

larger clothes. And yet he Is not
blind to the great volume of reality
putsida that narrow, old-fashioned
schema of his. He feg@ls but denles
| the passing of 'mecdieval Europe, strug-
rles against his reallzation of the
coming of a new order in the world
which shall ecomprehend, for example,
Siberia, China, America and the
worldwide cuMure Into which Islam,
Christendom, the wisdom of India
and China and the selence of Britain,
Giermany, America, France, north
| Italyy Russia and Japan shall z‘lke
ltall and be fused,
English Langmge a Factor,

One probable factor In this synthe-
sis s the English language, the great
politieal and esclentifie traditions it
carrles with it and the hand of Eng-
lish  speaking ecommunities, HRome
vill have a scarcely more Important
place in @ Englishdenitted world than
Babylon.

And so Belloo beats himself against
{hie growing strength of this great

net of civilized understanding, 1t does |

Inot exist. The languages diverge.
Americans are more forelgn to the
| Tiritish than western Furepeans. The
| British nre a sifghily detached part
lof gome general western  JSuropean
guliure, The Frenchman ean under-
Is:t:md Keats, the Amerlean cannot
Amerleans  ara  “egalltarian,” thé
Fritleh profoundly aristocratle.  The
decay of DBritish aristocracy s the

el of Britain, but there I8 always
France to fall back upon,. The Amer-
jean milltary mind s French “in
spirit. A Belloclan storm of such ns-
aortlons swirle through the enlire
hook, He emerges where he begin.
Amerleans do not belong to "our sys

Your” meaning  the Intimate,
close brotherhood ¢f PBritish, French,
Itnliang, HSpanish and so forth,
Americans Are “New Thing.”
Amerleans are “a new thing” They
a new culture outslde, of western
new
own

nra
Bupropean culture, They are a
tnee.” They must follow thelr
destinles and “we ours”

Lelloe is writing for Amopleans as

much a= for English readers, and he
shows enre for their susceptibilities.

But one or two possibilities gleam

through, possibilities of a reassuring
rort for this dear nlql western Huro-
pean world, There ma\ he a blologleal

force at work, "a new race, the fate
of which, tn survive or to dle, we
know not." For this great new world

may presently’ fall into soclal disorder
and dlvision—insignificance.
This ia the essence of Belloc's ar-

ABE MARTIN
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On Publicity

Publicity Friends Meetin’ Th' Editur,
Th' present day crage fer publicity
ls somethin' flerce. In th' ole days
if a foller had a article of merit, or
a roliable ostablishment or a good
oducation, or an cnviabla reputation,
he supposed every'buddy knew It, or
would eventually git onto it, but not
g0 t'day. Ever'buddy but bootleggers
an' postoffices advertise Iin some
shape or form, Botlety women, lone-
Iy bachelors, professional men, purty
glrls, farmers, business men, an'
climbers, all seelk th' newspaper col-
nmng or billboards, Magazines used
t'*he 1a thin ar n dy cradker, but
toddy ther bulgin' th ads. Th' ole
fumily mnewspaper wuz light amn’
rothy, but t'day its unwleldy an'
harder U manage thagdn a 1d4-year
le girl, ‘eause its 8o full o' ads,
Lusiness an' soclely, Look at th' big
well Jighted an' orvtistic billboards!
Lots of us wouldn't know what t'
cat, of wear, o wWhere t' spénd our
I-\‘nln'.". It it wuozn' fer billbonrds,
| No statesman, no feller with a little
money, prize fighter, no ambi
tious woman, buddin' author, In
complete without n publiclty  agent,
an' they all use th' same ole system
Ih*.r kopt Allice Oates, J, KK, Emmet,
Dupresz an' Benedict, an' General

no

Coxey In th' publie eye, Even arclle
oxplorers, who may ngver return,
hava publicity agents.  Folks that

can't afford th'
ugent gits ther

Juxury of a publicity
milvertigln' in lots o
ways—by mixin' up In ever'thing go-
in' on, by patronizin®  dntellectunl
treats, by hangin' around an' toadyin’
after th' prominent, by glitin' good
Moty ut corner stone Iayvin's, an' hy
poppdn’ up at all public functions. An'

both *

lots o' folks bum ther publicity. Bome
folles "Il walk right Int’ A newspaper
offlee an® tell th' editur right out,
when ther goin' t' leave town, or that
a0 an' so's visltin ‘em, that n
wife or daughter has run off. If a
feller ralses nn extry big cucumboer
he sniffs th' publicity value of it in
stantly an tears out fer a newspaped
office.  1If a feller drops out o' town
t* identify his ford, he drops th' edl
tur a line, Lots o' folks run fer office

or

Jest fer th publicity, an' Wwe think
sometimes that people git hit by cars
jest t glt In th' paper. Some throw

Jarties jest t°
(B0

keep in th'
courss thor's
never git In th'
ther ralded, bhut woe

lots o' parties that
newspapers unless
menn nice parties

Ther's allus been advertisin' an® pub
Helty work goin® on, but wo don‘t
know why it's humped g0 in th' bast |
few Yyenrs, unless it's beoause '
goverment went int' It so styong

pubilie eve. |«

th' | gt

J | peans;

ORLD LEAGUE WILL SUPPLANT LATIN UNION

gument to ﬂﬂmnr* Amerfeans and mate unity under the same forces of

Europeans, particularly

and British. Is it sound?
differences go, one concedes the vivid
ness of Belloc's vislon,

even a new culture? 1 deny both these
propositions. They are racially still
largely an unfused mixture of Euro-
the novel features of their so-
clal and cultural life merely méark a
new phase into which EBEritish end
European and ‘Slav cultures are all
following Ameriea.

That is to say, T do not belleve
America §s diverging upon a line of
its own, but i simply ahead along
the path that the other great consti
tuents In the coming world ¢om-
munity must all presently follow,

“Transplanted Europeans.”

Lot us state
simply. Nobody who knows anvthing
of the facts of the case regardd the
citizen of the United, States a8 a
st of transplanted Britisher,
with the exception of certain colored
millions, certain Red Indian survivals,
they are  manjfestly transplanted
Europeans ‘whose political institutions

but

Americans | transport
So far ax|held
israh\-.
But do Amer: | complicated or arrested by the um-
lcans present either a new race or avoidable interweaving of the

«
the case briefly. and

were orlginally ballt uwp in reaction
to ‘the Hanoverian monarchy, s &
dévelopment In close sympathy ‘with
FEuropean lllo-n-imln and British non
comformity,
This community  of transplanted
I}Z'.u- peans hagd the gopd fortune to
have n trong amilitary nelghbor, it
had almost a virgin continont, Yato
which to expand. This good !'nr;luru'
entbiled, the states tg re » the full |
sl and  politfeal Ve Htige of |
steamboat, rallway and electric com
durin® th" war. Folks jest  reasoned, | munication
“well, If th' gov'ment Kin git fnlinui| They have developed & great state
t' eat cornbread by postin® up big | on a modern sonde with unprecedented |
slgns, we Kin git ‘em t° eat ealsin's, | unity and uniformity
grape frult, an® English walnuts, "Ii A dittde o favored by their im |
I th' Germans kin win converts ' {manities they bave not  perhaps
ther cause by published propagandy [made sa good pace as they might have
s kin  w But advertisin’s great [done with their genseal elementary
stuff, TH' fact that everbuddy's asin' | education, bhut altogether their prog
I, or trying t° git In on it proves it's|tvess has betn marvelous The con
sat stute gested, entangled states of western

(Copyright 1834.)

Eurvpe are destined to achleve ulti

that have expanded and
together the American United
Their ynitication may bhe

Slav

and DPritish systems with their

Jestines o
Roman Christendom Doomed.,

In this new order of life into which
our Kind is passing, Roman christen-
dom will become a local tradition.
Just as the empires of Rabyvion and
Egypt became memories and prov-
inces In the empire of Rome. We are
not developing new races, but merely
mingling those we have;our cultures
do not g0 much differsntiate as fuse,
s0 they may reasonably hope' to have
at last one oreative colture with
many aspects, replacing the partial
vilizatione of the past,
The fates lmposed it
that he should see these things and
deny them His lot, I think,” might
have been happler had he heen born
and settled in some rich little town
in south France, there sat 0 a cafs
drinkiime his good red wine, orating
and denying, without irritation, of
having seen and known,

But 1t was decreed that he should
v to America and come back to re-
port a SMrange and terrible land,
where moutaing are not veally mouns
lains, nor rivers where a
HMrange race growas owtside the pale.
And an exclle in modern England, he
his been forced to turn his eves

upon Belloc

rivera

ton

into the depths of the past to see
how jile arves, how it has come to be
that man will pass’ bevond man. And
that, alse, he denles with much bane
Y of a umd drum of a table
on A& terrace

The American is a phantom, ge
ology a MHe the only true world is
Latin made Ko And If heaven
had not created specially for Solly
men, Rel wouk!, and n\zl-'.
of congenial € s it Bell
will =it flechting reality wit} vodoe
nd gpesture until t gok]l res]l wine
Tuns out and ¢ i Ruwhg WL upon
him for the ast (i
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