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and went over to the airplane, He
counted the little bolts that had been
left there, Two were missing.

If ever there wax surprised per-
pon In all the Great World it was that
aviator. There wasn't a doubt in his
mind now that he had seen the thief.
What under the sun any animal
could want of serews and bolts he

.2":/ ; 4 a ' ' /i couldn't Imagine. PBut with his own |
s RS A eyes he had seen two bolts carvied
away, and he didn't doubt that these >
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P’ 4 “No, sir, he wasn't bigger than a

Rat. In fact, he dooked to me yery

i) much ke a rat. But what under the
< & . sun would a rat want of screws and EMAND

o nuts and bolts? It Is too much for

/| me.”"

The man who owned the house Le
gan to laugh. “‘The thief, suh,” said
he, “is a rat. He s not a thlef,
but a collector. He is Twader the| "
Wood Rat. Yes, suh, he is Trader the
Wood Rat. Ah reckons Ah ought to
have thought of him befo’, but the

truth is he never entered mah head.
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