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British Statesman Marvels at
Vastness of Country—Glad
to “Make Acquaintance
of Future.”

Special Cable to The Omnha Bee.

London, Dec, 22.—1 have been asked
to give some .of the impressions form-
ed during my short stay on the Amer-
jicon continent, 1 hesitate to do so
for 1 did not stay long enough in any
state or eity to make even a super-
ficial stully of the eountry or the peo-
ple. Ly

1 have one dominant recollection
nnd that is of the boundless hospitality
and kindness shown my wife and
danghter as well ag myself. Frpm
that point of view, the journey will he
to me one of those memories that

‘sweeten life.
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But when you come to observations
on the country itself, its ecitizens or
{ts Institutions, I was not there long
enough to acquire the material. When
you dash through a continent in an
express train and view f{ts land
through the rallway windows and its
people either in masses on the streets
along which you pass or In assembly
rooms from public platforms, you
can only form clnematic impressions
at best, Still, I acquired certain def-
inite !deas from fleeting glimpses of
North America.

Vastuess of America.

Any traveler from this crowded
island is bound to be struck by the
vastness of the United States, After
rushing along for days and nights at
express spead in a westward direc-
tion, 1 was informed, at a town where
I alighted, that I was making a great
mistake not to arrange to visit the
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southward, I was told that T was miss-
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WAfter @ays and nights of hurrying

ing something fundamentally different
from anything I had yet seen by my
neglect to proceed to southern states!

Citles and villages everywhere give
one the 1dea of endless affluence. Vast
stores and shops; sumptuous hotels;
streets in citles and roads leading to
cities are alive with automobiles of
every size and description; ‘a single
state In America has on its register
more motor cars than the whole of
the United Kingdom, y

i Infinite Resources.

But more than all, one has a sense
of the infinite resources., The vast
grain belt stretching for thousands of
miles from north to south and for
hundreds from east to west: the cot-
ton area of the south; the garden
land of California, Florida and south-
ern Canada; mineral resources un-
equalled. Coal deposits in abundance;
navigable svaterways, rivers and lakes;
waterpower available for industry
where most needed; immense forests
of unexplored treasure,

Ag you think of all this, you reckon
upon a piece of paper what the popus
lation of the United States will be

great west!

when {t equals that of England: per

square mile. The United Btates, on
the English scale, ought to maintain
a population of 1.500,000,000, When
you think of all this you %eannot help
feeling that, in visiting these regions,
you are making the acquaintance of
the future. This was the dominant
feeling that possessed me as 1 pass-
ed through the United States.
Canada Makes Strides,

I visited Canada 24 years ago and
was able to note the progress made
gince that period. I could see it In
the enormous strides made by Mont-
eal, Toronto and Winnipeg. During
hat interval of years, they have
leaped forward in population,  In
wealth and importance,

What struck me most of all In Can-
ada and in the United States was the
number and even more the dimen-
sions of projects for change and Im-
provement around these cities.

Where we are apt here to niggle
in thousands, over there they plan In
millions. Montreal, Toronto and Win-
nipeg were full of glgantic schemes
for the development of trade equip-
ment and amenity. Amongst others,
a billion-dollar canal to carry the
grain of the west from the lakes to
the sea was the subject wonstant

of
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digcussion. These cities are depen-

dent, of course, on the hounty of the'

Canadian  soi] grain, timber and

muaterials,

Wheat Growing Competition,

When I got to the grain centers of
the United Statea 1 was struck by
the feeling that existed thers of the
formidable character of ' Canadian
competition in wheat growing. Gen-
erations of cultivation had exhausted
the fertility of their own lands,
whereas Canada had unlimited fiefds
of virgin soil of finest quality which
still vield rich harvests without ar-
tificial fertilization.

The American farmers felt their
chances of cqupeting in neutral mar-
kets against Canadian exporters were
diminishing. Although a home popu-
lation which is well over 100,000,000
provided them with a ready market
at their own doors, I was neverthe-
less told at Minneapolis by farmers'
representatives there that American
farming suffers considerably from the
losa of the Furopean market, partly
through Canadian competition and
partly through European unsettle-
ment, Nowhere are the possibilities
of Canada more thoroughly realized

in

and appreciated than across the fron-
tier.

Two Nations' Respect Increases,

In this connection, 1 was gratified
to find how Canadian stock had ap
preciated In the United States in con-
sequence of the war, The Canadian
troops on the battlefields of Europe
hafl clearly made an ineffaceabls Im-
pression on  the American mind.
Americans talk of Canadlans In a
different strain to that which 1 recall
in 1899,

On the other hand, strange ag it
that Canadians themselves did not
seem to realize fully the magnitude of
their achievement in the war. Had
they Leen disposed to exaggerate
their contribution to the victory, that

of those aechleved by ofher nations,
The fault of Canada is in ths oppo-
sita direction. It errs from excessive
modesty,

Population Stinted.

With all this advance in Canadian

may seem, 1 was surpriszed to discover

would not have surprised me go much,

prosperity and national prestige and
with all the Infinite undeveloped re-

sources of Canada, 1 had a feeling
thut the growth of population was
not what it might have n. In 1901,
the population was 5,371,315, Today
it is between 8000000 and 9000000,
T'he growth in wealtih would have jus.
tifiell a much larger growth in pop-
ulation,

What is the reason? Has real ef-
fort been made and sustained to at-
tract people from Europe to this land
of infinite promise? T think it will be
conceded that more might have been
dlone had there been no cross-cur-
rents to impede a policy of encourage-
ment for iImmigration.

For two or three years, the moth-
erland has had an unemployed list
ranging between 1,300,600 and 2,000,
000. With the dependents, this repre-
sents a population of 4,000,000 to 5.-

very nation naturally dwells on its ;
000,000. These include some of the
own triumphs, often to the clusion |, 6" o Lxiful and efficient work-

ers in the world, With a little mobil-
{zation and training they could apply
their hands to any Industry that
promised a livelihood.

Missing Good Opportunity.

The door§ of the United States are
now only partially opened to emi-

grants, Would it not have been well
for Canada to have taken prompt and
full advantage of these exeeptional
conditions to fill up its vacant lands?
It has endless reserves of undevel-
oped wealth, . It needs men and wo-
men to open them and exploit them
for the enrichment of the dominjon
and the happiness of its people. There
is a lag somewhere, Where Is it?

Canada is unquestionahly missing
one of the greatest opportunities eyer
presented to it of advancing its real
power. It might now acquire an ac-
cession of strength which it needs
by attracting to its soll a proportion
of this fine population. They are men
and women of the same race and tra-
dition as the nfijority of the peoplerof
Canada. A few years lience the chance
may have gone. .

The ordinary methods of attracting
emigrants are worthless, A bolder and
imore enterprising policy is needed on
Loth sides of the Atlantic. ‘But with
ca-operation, results could be secured
that, while giving Canada a spurt for-

ward, would at the =ame time
strengthen the DBritish empire as a
whole,

(Copyright. 1923.)

WELLS URGES THREE

Geneva Conferences as Romantic
- and Impract-ical as Costume Play

Classification of Peoples as to
Race, Language and Cul-
ture Is Proposed by
Briton.

By H. G. WELLS,
(Author of Outlines of History.)
(Special Cable to The Omaha Bee.)
London, ‘Dec. 21.—In my previous

article T discussad the visit of Alfonso
to Rome and the profound signifi-

@

Latin  America.  To rveturn to the
idea:

At least it is an imaginative gesture
on the parts of De Rivera and Musso-
lini on a higher creative level than
anything we have had from REuro-
Pm’rm statescraft for some time., At
hest, it may be the opening of a way
toward a real league of peoples for

the preservation of the world prace.

It is suggested that all these Latin
peoples who have so much in com-
mon, who are se admirably equipped

ALLIANCES TO SUPPLANT LEAGUE

Suppose the Rritish empire also
presently came out of the league in
order to be free for a parallel but still
more potent grouping with the United
States of FEnglish speaking commu-
nities, It seems to me that in these
rearrangements we should have two
great steps made toward a real con-
ference of peoples of the earth.

The next step would be the éntry
of France into amsociation with these
two groups. France, half northefn,
half Latin, would be free to relieve
the world of its nightmare dream of
“La France negre,” hecause it could
find its security In a new Atlantie
association. Tt could deal with these
two agglomerations as a necessary as-
gociate link and fhtermediary, and
Paris so balanced could remain a
world ecenter, instead of sinking to

racial and cultural groups rather
than natlonalist governments—trail-
ing their infernal forelgn policies into
the deliberations,

“Bargain Alliance.”

That is the most ohvious defect of
the Geneva gituation. It is not a gath-
ering of world representatives, but a
bargain alliance, a hunting place for
diplomatists.

One most obvious consequence of
such large aggregations of kindred
peoples would he that in them the
old nationalist, imperialist policies
that still divide and afflict the world
would be dissolved, loat. Spain and
Italy, linked up with Latin America
would find little support for adven-
tures In north Africa. Great Britain,
tied a little closer to the United
States would be under new restraint
towards Mesopotamlia or Asia Minor.

It was suggested in a memorandum
in 1918 wupon which RBritish propa-
ganda against Germany was based.
But Wilson and the British foreign
office ignored that, and Indeed most
other documents and facts when the
exlsting league of nations was brought
into being—so we have this prepos-
terous hody at Geneva which s and
must be, | maintain on any large,

grave, International occasions, a
hopelessly useless hody.
1 used the word preposterous, Tt

may seem'a harsh, excessive epithet
to many readers. But I would put
before them, mainly in the words of
H. Wilson Marris, a little story of
what happened at Geneva this year
and would ask them to remember that
this Is the assembly from which the
#0,000,000 of Germany and the hundred
odd millions of Russia are Inexorabiy

mitted to do. Here i3 an account of
the coming of Abyssinia. It must
surely fill the citizens of the 1'nited
States with envious admiration.
Abyssinian Delegation.

“The delegation consisted of two
dark-skinned native representatives, a
French adviser, Count Robert Linant
de Bellefonds, bearing a letter of auv-
thorizatlon from her majesty the
queen of the kings of Ethiopia."”

.:\ few minor questions had to he
gettled by telegram between the
queen’s court and Geneva, Ethlopia
renounced the slave trade and one or
two other little domestic oddities hy
cable and on September 28 "amid re-
sounding cheers and impressive Ethio-
pian, clad in a black silk cape over
a kind of surplice with white duck
trousers gathered in at the ankles,
slowly mounted the tribune, settling

to re-elect the nonpermanent mem-
bers of the council. China was drop-
ping out—Poland, closest ally of
France in Europe, was put forward.
Abyssinia, now a seasoned member
of upward of a week's standing, be-
came a passlonate supporter of Po-
land. Cablegrams suddenly appear-
ed from the queen of kings, “intl-
mating that the government of these
distant, dusky realms was in earnest
In its support of Poland's candidature,
on account of  historie ties which
bound the two countries to one an-
other.”
Principle Wrong.

“1 wish I could have heard Count
Robert de Bellefond= on these his-
torle’ tiem T think that justifies my
“preposterous” up to the hilt, I
think, too, that it justifies the re-
fterated assertion that the constitu-
tion of the league im s0 hopeless, =0

tame vote for France into the r{ﬁg
partly in emulation, partly in dcrlniJn
of the British troupe of Young Hons
with a domesticated Tndian elephant,
France scored a4 point against Britain,
This league has come in four brief
Any one but a pedant could
have foretold this sort of thing as
the necessary fru't of the principle
of one sovereign state, one vple.

I hope the full significance of the
Abyssinian turn has not bLeen lost
on the Latin American stales.
may help them to realize why thers
should be this feeling in Spain and
lialy against the league.

Kxcellent reasons there are for sets
ting up some new association for
working out the expression of will
of Lat.n civilization on the whole in
the world's affairs It may heip their

years,

i for common understanding and [the level of a mere nationalist capl- ;

cance to France and the world in : A League Useless Body. barred out—presumably as unfit for |a pair of gold-rimmed glasses with J

r LR achievement of a common destiny, |tal. ; ’ e S st Lot ¥ Stk chaiibon 1l Ay childish, so diplomatically conceived | 4. .icion towards a ‘creative with-

genéral of the conversations that[gnoing withdraw from the existing| That threefold grouping need have| This idea of a lengue of peoples |Fepresentation. . on on his  swarthy | ,n4 yseless that nothing but reorgani- | s wer For the world Is in urgent

must have taken place there between |league of nations; in order to group [no fear of Germany restored, Russia [into which the powers of the world | Abyssinia fs not barred out. Abys. nose, and proceeded to repeat an in-|.u¢io0n from the grpund upward €an| ... ¢ o rea] jeague of nations, a

the Spanish and Ttallan dictators. | themselves together for collective ac reborn. It is of supreme importance would come, not as natlonal sovereign |=inia Is now taking ita part with ""“"‘P“"‘"“ﬂ-“!lhlﬁ declaration in his na- give us a proper Xrg-an for the ex-|...1 conference of _nen'nle!—-ihks .
- . > ’ - = & 11ere T COR

Among other Issues was the possi- | tion In the world's affairs. Now that it we arp to get on to any real effec- | states but as great groups of states, | France, Sweden, Britain and other _Huhtnngmil of the best Intentions pression of the real meed and desire |, .. .= ' 4"\ Geneva is a mére

bility of a Latin league comprehend- |is a very hopeful idea. TLet us see |tive world confederation that we |each group with something llke a |great nations of the world—in what- in the world. b for unity in the world. A ihry it 1 hopeet

ing the two European peninsulasand |just how It might be extended. should be gathering Into lingulstie, | common culture, is not A new one.ever the league of natlons is per- The assembly presently proceeded | Of course, Count Roberts led this (Copyright, 1923.) .

Lasker Will Be Power Behind Hiram Johnson in 1924 Race

Will £xert Tremendous Driving
Foree to Put Across Californian

= @

Chicagoan, Head of Huge Advertising Firm, Returns to Sen-|

.ator’s Fold After Aiding H

7 Use Business Methods in Campaign.

arding Win Election—Will

By MARK SULLIVAN,

The principal motive power behind

' Hiram Johneon candidacy is Al
part Lasker of Chicago. It Is prob-
ably not too much to say that hut for
Lasker Johnson would not be in the
race, As someone expressed it, Lasker
is, back of Johnson “heart and soul,
rurse and person.” Probably Lasker
st Lhis moment has no desire so close
to his heart as to promote Johnson
into the White House,

And wvet, for two years preceding
lhst August, before the death of
Harding, Lasker had no earthly de-
e s0 great a2 to keep Johnson out
o the Whitn House, In his durious
ontrast of desire there is the hint of
v+ diramatic story; and this hint of
fdpamatic human interest is borne out
I the details of the story,

In the effort to express complex
rélation through the simple device: of
& familiar phrase—adevice too simple
to be wholly aceurate—politicians and
\he hewspaner men speak of Lasker
wigcellaneously as the Colonel House
f Hiram Johnson, or his Mark Han-
wa, or his Franklin W. Stearns. In
thea nature of things, all thesa desig-
natlons eannot be true; for the rela-
tion of Mark Hanna to MecKinley was
not the same as the relation -of Colonel
House to Wilson; and the relation of
Frank Stearns to Coolidge differs
from both,

The relation of Lasker to Hiram
Johngon has perhaps some of the na-
ture of the relation @f Hanna to Me-
Kinley., It has little of the relation
of Colonel FHouge to Wilson, for
‘olonel Houge is by tefnperament, as
ar as possible from the whirling dy-
namo of energy that Lasker is

The story of the beginning of the
assoclation between Johnson and
Lasker has been told by the present
writer In a previous article. To re-
tell it prlefly, Lasker began his as-
soclation with Johnson's political for-
tunes—and this was simultaneous
with Lasker's entrance into national
politics—just a ltfle less than four
vears ago. 1t was during the lnst
tew weoks of Johnson's 1020 ecam-
palgn, during the weeks, immedintely
preceding the natlonal convention of
1020, - 2

Johnson's eandidancy of ‘that year
had been struggling along on a shoe-
string of resources and mere shreds
of organization, One way or another
this linping. candlidiacy of Johnson's
cume to the attention of Lasker, who
then was and still fs the head of the
largest advertising firm in the ‘world,
Lord & ‘Thomas  of CMeago, | and
the possessor of a large fortune made
out of this and allled business. Up to
that time Lusker had taken no more
interest dn politics than most business
men of his type do. ’

The situation of Johnson and his
1040 eandidacy may readily have ap-
pealed to Lasker in the same way s
many of the buginess situations which
he has taken up when they were limp-

. Ing and, by the injection of his own,

energy and  dynamie, personality
pushed them to Immense sUccess, It
has been Lasker's way to plck up
businesses, e breakfnst foods, soups,
sutomobiles, anutomobile accessories—
husinesses which had fundamental
yerit but which were not going well
hecause of gome defect of ovgunization

or resources, It has been Lasker's

way, as a business man, to take up
such a business situation and by
pouring prodigal energy Into it, carry
it to success,

In some such spirit as this Lasker,
buzinesses, like hreakfas foods, soaps,
in a chance moment, when he was
not Intent on business, noticed the
Johnson candidacy of 1920, saw that
there was more inherent strength In
the then Johnson movement than ap-
peared on the gurface and, by analogy
to hiz business experviences, deter-
mined to throw himself Into it and see
how far he could go.

Vvhat Lasker's motive was= in mak-
ing this divatation into polities could
could only be sald authoritatively by
some one who knows hig mind better
than aony outsider can, It may have
beeu a mnere senge of adventure. 1t may
have been that feeling that occasion-
ally come to successful business men
—a feellng of staleness about money-
mal:ing, a slight fatigue with a game
that hos become so familiar as to be
ton eagy: and the wish to bring wva-
riety Into existence by trying some-
thing new.

Lasker's Type Needed.

1t may have been sympathy with

Johnson's views about the league ol

natlon<. It may have been a mere
wirh to take a hand in a bigger
game, If it was this latter, neither

Locher nor his friends need apologize,
If more men of Lasker's energy and
rescurces would take a hand In poll-
tice, we should have that much more
politieal education and popular inter-
eat in politics,

. Laszker jumped into the Johnson
camap In the last few weeks of the
latter's 1920 campaign, He put im:
mense energy into it and, between
hims=elf and friends whose Iinlerest
he enlisted, undoubtedly a good deal
of money. (Among the friends whom
Lasker Interested was Willlam Wrig-
ley, jr., the chewing gum man.) But
it was too lante to be effective. Johnson
lost, The maximum number of dele-
gates he ever had was 148 out of KT,

But, although Johnson had lost the
nomination, Lasker did not lose his
zest for the hig game. Afler Johnson
had lost, after the prize had gons te
Harding, and after campaign head-
quarters had been opened ot Hard-
ing's home in Marlon, Lasker turned
up: there, What passed between hjin
and Hawling can orlly be known by
the two men. They had never met
before, There was a cynleal surmise
to the effect that Lasker undertook
to déliver Johnson's loyalty to  the
ticket, This was, Bt course, merely
nosurmiee, It was a fact that Jehn-
ron, nfter his defeal, went to Cali-
fornia afl for severnl weeka seemed
to culk In his tent,

it wons n widely discussed guestion
whether dohnson weuld aceept the
verdlet, In the c¢ourse of thne It be-
gan to be said that Johnson was walt.
ing to sce what Harding would say
about the league of natlons.  Ultl
mately, when Harding ecame out for-
mally agalnst the league, Johnson
camo east and gave public alleglance
to the ticket, That was what really
got Johnson's reluctant alleginnee.
Lasker could not have delivered John.
son to Harding,

Lasker hod other ways of-—<to pse
a phrase current In Lasker's own
Lusiness—"gelling himself"” to Hard
ing. By whatever art he practiced
—and nlgo by qualities In Lasker's
personallty  which  Harding  found

stimulating and agreeable, Lasker, to
use another expressiva phrase, “made
himself =olid” with Harding. Te
spent A good deal of time on or near
the front porch and was extremely
energetic,
Used Novel ldeas,

e adyvised things to do and did
them. such as bringing a delegation

of baseball players to pay their
respegis. If anybody elze advised
something to be done, Lasker was

the willing go-getter who attended to
the details, In short, Lasker made
himself extremely useful to the re-
publican headquarters, Also, he
mhAde himself extremely useful and
agreeablsa to  Harding personally—

eatablished a basis of confidence and
friend=%ip with

Harding that gprew

until it became ope of the commoneset
subjects of gossip on the Marlon
front porch, continued in Washing-
ton, and only ended with Harding's
death.

Throughout the campalgn TLasker
was alwavs on the job, If he wasn't
on the front porch, he was on his
way to Chicago. 1le wans probably
the most prodigally energetic person
in the Harding campaign. As has
been mald hefore, Lasker was the gan
who put hoth the “go” and the “get”
In “go-getters.” Also he was the man
who put the “ask™ In lasker. If any-
thing was needed Lasker foresaw the
nesd hefore anybody elss, And when
he saw a need, Lasker's way was to
get on the long-distance telephone
and. have the thing, or the man, or

Whatever was the need, delivered In
Marion the quickest route the
following morning. ILasker, In short,
wins a dynamo of practical effective-
ness, and It was In that role that he
gerved Harding falthfully and well.
After the election, Lasker's friends
asked Harding to put Lasker in the
cebinet as secretary of commerce,
Harding once told one of his friends
that this appointment was pressed
on him more $trongly than any other.
At that times there was a good deal
of talk to the effect that although
Lasker had heen a very late comer in
the political situation, lip was show-
ing himself able to make progress to
greater effect than Johnson himself.
(Certainly Lasker cashed in to greater
effect than that earlier supporter of

by

Johnson's fortunes, voung Mr. Strass
burger of Pennsylvania.)

Strasshurger never got any reward
for what had done other than
what may have come from a satisfied
conscience. This, incidentally, is be-
lleved to he one of the reasons why
Strassburger s not identified with
Johnson's fortunes In the present
campaign. Strassburger is said to
have no stomach for the role of play-
ing second fiddle to TLasker, who is
now the hig man in the Johnson back-
ing. Strassburger, this year, is for
Coolidge.

After Harding was In the White
House, Lasker became the first friend
of the president,
of Wasbhington, with frank malice,
called “the White House pet.” Early

he

Old almanacs that date back to the
year 1817 have been found jn Omaha.
They are the property of Harley Con-
ant of the Conant ¥otel company and
wera glven to Mr. Conant in 1885 by
his mother, who received them from
her father, N, B. Batterson.

Thay came down through genera-
tions from Hannah Batterson,” great-
grandmother of Harley Conant. To
preserve the old almanacs which were
printed n Lousiana, Albany, N. Y.
and New York city, Mr. Conant has
had them bound in two volumes. The

volumes include the years 1817 to
1828 and 1830 to 1841,
Transportation of more than 100

veara ago ls described in these old
books, There is a time table for

day from New York city and from
Albany. These boats are deseribed
as being handsomely fitted up for
pargengers and freight.

The Hudson river steamboats nam-

ed Paragon, Car of’ Neptune, and
Richmond, made four trips each
weel In 18186,

It cost 6 cents to send a letter

which reongisted of one piece of paper
not over 30 ‘miles. A letter to be
sent not over 80 miles cost 10 cents.

“Lettera going out of the United
States must be pald for when lodged
in the postoffice,” is the notice posted.

Comical poems, maxims and re
marks.of the wise fellows of the day
are in pale print on the yellow pages
of the old books, Fven endurance
dance test are recorded,

Polities were given a rap In the
following poem found in a New York
nlmnanae aof 1519 *

“T eaught a congressman, hy
LOf dauble compensation:

A lawyer, on promotion bent,

dint

By timely nomination;

Thesa lnwyers are, though oft you
wirh

(No thanks for't) Satan had ‘em,

The most unprofitable fish

(f all the sons of Adam.”

Advice to-dalry mnids js given and
school hooks, quills, ink powders and
wanfers for senling lettera advertised,

In 1825, a Christian almanae pub-
lighed o st of missions abroad and
at home,  The misslon among  the
Cherokee Indinns wae at Bralnerd in
Tenneseee, 150 miles southenst of
Nashville, The mission among the
Cheetaw Indians was at Flllott sta-

tiom In Mississippl,  Thirteen stations
werg reported smong the Indlans In
1810, whers G00 Indlan children re-
colved instruction,

Another alnnac has Its pages M
ed with the harm of  drunkenness,
Temperance socleties  were urged.
Sketches of lonthsome men with bot
tles In hand, wives on thelr knees
egeing for mercy and a drunken
ceona In o tavern are Indahls almanae,

Taove and cournge are mald to al

wuyse hring thelp own rveward Basil
IWing hog written another novel on
this theme *“I'ne Happy Isles” (Hw
per's),

packet boats that left every Wednes 5

New Books to Meet
Tastes of Every Kind

Donn Byrne made his mark with
“Messer Marco Polo” and “The Wind
Bloweth." Hia fullsized book of
short storfes “Changeling and Other
Btorjes’ (Century), again exhiblta his

wonderful powers as an artist and
ereator of charncter. These are good
reading.

“The Alabaster Box" (Harpers). by
James Lane Allen, Is the short story
of A man who dared practies with his
fellow men the whola of the virtue
that was In him. Mr. Allen has long
heen one of the masters of American
literature,

Misa Maude Royden has a nmessage
for everyone in her litest . collection
of addresses, “RBeauty in Religion™
(Putnams), The meaning of henuty in
religion. and ita relationahips with
Christian doctrine are discussed with
clarity and force hy this Fnglish
womnan pracher who spoke last year
in Omahna,

The great success
Comes™ hassinlerested
In Ita author, A. 8. M. Hutchinson
A bonk of hia short “The
Elghth Wonder and Other Storles™
hna recently heen published by Little
Brown & Co. These nre widely varied
In theme and manner, and depict an
other aspect of the versitility of theb
gifted writer,

“If Winter

peraons

of
many

wtories

Hardly a day pusses bt wihol
one remarks thalt we can’t
human nature and that
s futila to discuss forreaching
form, Mr. Harald Rowntree's “Clhang
ing Muman Nature” (Stralford) s g
eritieal axaminontion of Just mort
of argument,  His conclu
humnan nature haws ring
ever ainees man becuwme man, and that
our desires anr neads can modify
nature, He points out
tions in which hs

SO
chunge
i

re

therefore

this
lom I=* that

wen chon

ol

several divee

CXPACLA PEOKE

“Lagy Laughter,” by Woodward

Mysteries Unravéled
. by Eraig' Kennedy

Readers of detective stories know
Arthur B. Reove, writer of baffling
mystery stories, and they are familiapy
with Cralg Kennedy, whose adven:
tures as a sclentific detectjve have
given Mr. Reeve a front place as &
creator of thia ¢lass of fletlon,
"Cralg Kennedy Listens In'" ia the
title of a series of new storles by Mr.
Reeve, published by  Harper and
Brothers. These storles are: “The
Wireless Phantom.” “Ruried Alive!"
“'e Brusa Key,” “The Boulevard
of Bonk,” *“The Soul Merchant,” and
“Bucenneera of Booe.” It woukl

really he superflous to attempt to re |

view these clever yarna which run |
the it of radio to ectoplasm sele
nlinm cells 1o suspended animation,
phantoms, forged - finger  printa,

hooteh and the weed of madness, As |
datecllve storles. they are warth | American, doubted the entire tale of
while, 1Zach story has a punch of is | Cook, The description of that ex-
oWh | citing and lueky time in Copenhagen
ik i the chanter “"How 1 Exposed Dr.
Boyvd (Seribner's), s a stuady, primar t:““" l POIE Fread” s & ||:nlnn|l‘ »
tly, of feminine charncter M in= Gibbe' piuck and cnergy. There are
o S Sk Rt el other notable inecldents, many fine
: : characler aketches, some of the “in
Frederick J. Stimson's “The Amer slde story” of war-front correspond
lenn Constitution as 1t Protects Pri. | ence,. as well as a reproduction of
viite TU'ehts” (Soribner's) in & popu the atmosphere of Fleét street—jour
lar cxposition of the traditional view | nalism’s own row in London
of our organk law Thin volume 1
iuu«'i_t rewritien from in eanrlier A qllh‘“‘lll! callection of short stories
ook, points ot the nmany .~"lft‘l{l|ﬂl‘l’|£ hn. rm.‘lhlh. ety 1‘““'“'“'“ e \14.“
the constitution glves 0 property e .-I” SR 3 "rhll‘_\' .
l._,hl,‘i'nll Individual liberty Alithors edited hy Ernest Rhys and
ke 3 % A, Dawson Scott The best of
Peof. Bliss TPerry has a high place | Brit sh talent |s represented
among our htevary cssayvists 1lm|
recent Eroup of papers. *The Praise | One & sure of plenty of awiventure
of Fallv" (Houghton Mifflin), are In |",t“l H".“;“h- WE'ADY RaYel S8 “'I.Il‘h
hin usual mannes A good gift to & :I_”“"“l.‘ and his Intest work The
friend interested (o Hterature [Gaspards of DPine Croft™ (Daran)
v | ®hows that his skill has not abated
Sir Philip Gibhbe has had an  un il'nul CGuspard slruggles Aagninst
cinmonly large number of adventures | overwhelming tempintion bt he |
in his jJournnlistic cenree His "Ad | triumophs an  Indeed we oexpect him
ventwca In Jowrnalism™ (Havpers) & | to Giaspard s n fine oreation, and
both entertaining and instroctive, His [ from his stroggles Rnlph Connor ithe
Krewtest “seoop’” was his flest report !I:--\ Mr. Charlep Gordon) socures a

un Dr. Cook when the latter returned

=

Omaha ‘l_Wan Owns Bound Volumes of 0ld Almanacs Printed in the Year 1817

%,

| trom his polar expedition. In that
| story Sir Philip, who was the first
l_ English newspaper man to meet the

[ heartening message,

became what much |

1'1: his admmistration, Harding gave
| Lasker the office of chalrman of the
| shipping board.

About the choice of Lasker for this
office, the writer has heard this story,
and believes it to be true, although
It may have, in addition to its essen-
| tia] truth, as many frills of arnamen-
|tation as dramatic stories about publie
I}M'ents frequently have: The story Is
| to the effect that Harding, having his
:Ilﬁart in the mercantile marine. and
being as well aware as everybody else
|was of the rhaos In the shipping
| board, was determined to get the best
| possible man im the country for this

| job.
His first cholce was Mr, Teagle, the
head of the Standard 0il ecom-

| pany. The story is that Harding asked
Mr. Teagle to take the job, and that
Teagle promised to take it, subject to
| the condition that he must find some
:nno to succeed himself as head of the
Standard Oil company. The story goes
that Mr. Teagie asked an associate to
take up the duties of president of the
'company, The latter appears to have
| consented rather unwillingly and only
on the basis that his acceptance would
lenahle Mr. Teagle to undertake an

| important public mervice.

| The dramatic part of the story is
| that at the end of the conference be-
ltwn-n Mr. Teagle and the other man,
|

Ar. Teagle put in a long-distance call
|for Washington, in order to tell Pres-
lident Harding that he would accept.
While he was walting for the call, ac-
cording to the story, the other man, Iin
& moment of reflection upon the bur-
den of the duties he had undertaken
to take on as head of the Standard
O] company., showed a revulsion
against the burden of work and re-
sponsibility he saw ahead of him, so
apparent that Mr. Teagle felt he could
not put the burden on his friend; and
instead of telling President Harding
he would accept., told him he would
not he able to, 1t was after Mr, Tea-
gle declined under these circumstan-
ces that Harding tursied to Lasker as
the next best man,

As to Lasker's admlinistration of
this office, a just estimate would
have to =say that no government
pervant ever worked harder. He
threw into it the prodigal energy, the
untiring expenditure of nervous vi
tality that had made him in private
business a rich man before he passed
his early forties, Possibly not all the
energy was wisely girected, but the
will and the vitality were there, and
he was recklessly generous with
them However, any adequale ac
count of those two years on the ship-
ping board would make an article in
itmelt,
| But Lasker was to Harding much
more than merely official head of the
shipping board. Lasker was always
In and out of the White \Housa, Ile

of

for Harding—always thinking
like

something that Harding would
to have done, and doing it
Nustling about to do something about
which Harging had expressed a wish

bout this Intima® between Hard
ing and Lasker, Washington at times
buazed with gossip, much of It acute
Iv unfriendly to lLasker Lasker was
held acrountable for things he
never initiated or advised. Lasker s
relption to Harding was mu h more

the most accurate picture the present
writer has ever seen appeared in The

Nation some months age. from the
pen of Willlam Hard, From it the
following detached sentences Are
taken:
Companion of President.

“Mr. Laskor came into republican
| national politiea in the year 1920 with
| wealth, amusing conversation, intense

vitality, & habit of playing golf, an
Imclnntion to play bridge, A capacity

for remembering stories and a talent

nlways |,

had |

that of a loval frijend than regent In
public affuirs About this personal |
relntion between Lasker and iarding

tor telling them, an aversion toward

the league of nations . . a business
judgment not sn statistical as Mr.
Hoover's, a personal charm not Fo

Hughes, a profound
interest and enjoyment in sitting up
and Weing: companionahle long after
Mr. Hoover and Mr. Hughes had re-
tired to their stodies—and there we
arel: THe friveters would be' ¥ such
a man did not become an Intimate
of the president’'s. . Mr. Lasker
has lived through 'his time In Wash-
ington as lobbyist and not as po-
Hifeian, but as good companion, faitbe-

austere as Mr,

not

| ful friend, trusted colleague and con-

scléntious and enthusiastic defender

uf the presidential impulses and pure
poses. A lcyal and compelling per-
sonality and an acute and vehement

ha=iness intelligence—these have been
Mr. Lasker's virtues, not without pro-
ducing in him a certain tinctare of
corresponding defects.”™

Elsewhere in this same article, Mry
Hard characicrized Lasker's vivid per-
sonality in these words:

“Lasker's impetuous crowded words,
which come so fast that they seem to
escape coming in sequence and seem
to arrive ahreast; his rapid paupes,
during which by a series of abrupt
wordless ejaculations he seems to try
to clear the crossing for a new traffie

jam of further rushing words; his
glowing physical good humor; hise
amazing insight into commerce;, . . «

his buoyant conviction that everybody
should make his own way in the
world: his absolutely consistent con-
viction that the inheritance tax should
be placed so drastically high that the
sons of rich fathers would be coerced
into making their own way in the
world: his instant sincers sympathies;
his prompt sincere dislikes, his ab-
surd emotionality over the personal
encounters in that cold-blooded echess
game, politics.’ .

Johnson for Lasker Bill

-

Here. then, was this curious situs
tion. From having been the chief
backer of Johnson, Lasker became
the principal friend of Harding. Las-
ker and Johmson continued to bhe
(riendly., and Johnson supported Las-
ker's ship subsidy bill. Nevertheless,
at this time, Lasker's primary loval-
ty was to Harding. He would have
wialked on his hands and knees to
fan Francisco and back to get Hard-
ing renominated—although, neces
sarily that meant that he would have
done anvthing he could to prevent
Johzon from contesting against Hard
ing. In fact, Johnson would not
have contested against Harding: and
chief reason he would have ve
was the fact that he could
the support of Dasker
velation te political . for
tuncs wWas more or less indispensable

Then Harding died. For l,.n-im:"mu‘
Jovd hat changsd the
whole political map. Overnight, Las

tihe
frained
not have

whose his

LA t utterly

was always attending to somethin® |y oe from ha ving had no wish so grea!

as to keep Johnson outl of the White

House, immedintely had, and nowm
as, no wish so great as 1o get John
gon  inlo the White House L anke
mmediately went hack to hian ol
lovalty of 1530 Ile again enlisted
his friend., Willlam Wrigley. ir., and
| nther friends of persanal poner and
resources
lLasker today = busy every minnt
pushing forward Johnson's for{unes
And when Lasker is husy, he (s very
very husy He Iz in the aekground
but the country will =ee hiz work
Al Coalidge's friemis will sce
ind Ve eason o e ooiceruw
about it lasker is My re
soyrceful. more fertile thap anyhody
in the Coolldge camp—raore quick
| hacause of his adverlising and  pub
ielty experience, to see and selm
pavehologioal oments Already
from Hme o time, we hoar Tumore
of formidable moves amanating fion
Laaskw some of (hese rumors have
|to do with the acguisition news
| papears in tercitory Important te the

LJohnaca ermpaign
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