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fte Pelham

(Contimued from Yesterday.)

And that is what they did. Seated
in a comfortable drawing-room, and
looking out at the dusky shadows
stealing over the incomparable wood-
land of the New Forest, Phyllis and
Arthur recited the strange events of
the last fortnight to two thoroughly
Interested auditors,

But Mrs. Wood, with a woman's
keen eye for certain gaps in the narra-
tive, was not to be repressed.

“It's all lilke an exciting movie,”
she vowed, “only some of the explan-
atory bits are missing., Are you two
really engaged?”’

“No," said Phyllis,

“Yes," sald Pelham.

“You seern to take everything for
granted, Arthur,” sald the girl.

“I've taken you, at any rate,”
retorted,

“You never said a word about an
engagement.”

"1t wasn't necessary. 1 had already
asked you to marry me."

“But that was absurd, then.”

“Very well—"'

“"Now, don't be silly, or
away again!"

Mrs. Wood, who loved a sentimental
novel or a play which made her weep,
insisted on ,details.

“It seems to be quite certaln that
you were not engaged when you left
London, so how did Mr. Prideaux
know you would be when you reached
Lyndhurst?” she said, with knitted
brows.

“Mr., Prideaux is a very remarkable
man,” vowed FPhyllis. And they left
It at that,

he

I'll run

Jameson was invited to dine late at
Pucei's. There he met two weary men,
for the “Yard" had much to occupy
it in addition to the mystery center-
ing in Cedar Lodge, which, in itself,
had demanded far more time and
close attention than can possibly be
done justice to In this bare record of
events. But the party cheered con-
siderably when Pucel himself an-
nounced that despite a busy day in
the restaurant, sole Margery and
petits poussins had heen reserved spe-
cially for their meal.

“Well, here's to you, Captain Stum-
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bilng Block!" cackled Prideaux, Jift-
ing & cool cocktall, and swallowing it
with the unhesitating gusto of a man
who really needed a plck-me-up.

“That's & new name for me,"”
the surprised sapper. “Had it
blockhead, now——-—"

“Prideaux prides himself on using
the right word invariably,” put in
Somers. “His was a dellcate allusion
to the memorandum you sent us with
reference to your school boy associa-
tlon with S8ir Arthur Pelham.”

“1 told you Just what happened, and
my Immediate impressions.”

“Of course. That was the devil of

After much thought—"

“And luminous suggestion,” inter-
rupted Prideaux.

“Exactly. . . . I didn't add that be-
cause | knew you would. . Well,
after gerious thought on my part, and
some fanciful theorizing by my light-
welght colleague, we arrived at cer-
tain conclusions, only to have them
almost upset by yvour definite recollecs
tiong of Eton as shared by Sir Arthur.
If vou were right, we were wrong.
If the present baronet is really and
truly your classmate of 15 years ago,
we were following a false trail. We
may stlll be doing so, for all I know
te the eontrary, but it is nothing new
for us to take chances, and the bet-
ting on the Cedar Lodge case is ahout
oven money that 1 retire precipitately
on a pension, while Mr. Prideaux not
only receives a severe reprimand but
forezoes his very reasonable prospects
of stepping into my shoes.”

Jameson expected Prideaux to eon-
tribute a caustic remark on his chief’'s
slmile, but the lttle man remalined
gilent for once. The soldier probably |
did not realize that these two men
were united by bonds of steel. At
some future date, theirs mayv figure as
one of the world's historie friendships.
Officially, they were the Slamese twlns|
of the “Yard.," When they left the
service they would go together, or, if
an  exa=perated commissioner per-
suaded Prideaux to remain in office,
Somers would assuredly take a buse
man’s holiday.

“May I remark.” sald Jameson de-
Hberately, “that Sir Arthur did most
of the reminlecing? He recalled men
and events which 1 had forgotten.
Naturally, as his cousin and I are|
sieh pals, 1 have had this thing a |
good deal on my mind during the last
10 davs. If 1 had to rewrite that
memorandum it would be phrased dif-
ferently now."

“Ah! In what way?"'

“Well, first of all, T would point
out that & man who wished to make
certain of his facte would look up all
sorts of available data, and stock his
memory with them. Let's take a hy-
pothetical case. Buppose a fellow
whose identity was not questioned at
all wished to pe!m himself off as an
Etonian of 1007 or 1907—where's the
insuperable Q.fficulty? The Eton
Chronicle is on file, The school rec-
ords are there. By merely mixing |
with men of his own or approximate |
years he would pick up sore of the |
slang and house etorlfes. No, If you
want an infallible line as to Bir Ar-
thur Pelham's personality you ought
to get hold of someone who served
with him in the guards during the
first two years of the war, Bcores of
things happened then, either in the

sald
been
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who had not shared the other fellow's
experience could possibly ascertaln
afterwards.”

The detectives smiled. A waliter
came in to lay the table, so the dis-
cussion could not be carried on. But
the point cropped up again later.

“The trouble ia that every other
officer of Sir Arthur's battalion was
killed elther at or after Loos," sald
Somera.

“Excuse me, but such a thing could
not happen,” protested Jameson.

“Yet it undoubtedly did happen.”

“Don’'t misunderstand me. I main-
tain that it 18 a sheer impossibility
for the 28 officers who crossed the
channel with French on the nights
of the 12th and 13th of August, 1914,
to be serving in the battalion at Loos
in 1916. Some men were wounded,
some were transferred, some must
have been found more sultabla for
tendning troops at hame or elsewhere.
I'll make a bet with hoth of you that
not six out of the 26 were at Mons
and Loos with the same crowd

“You seem to have undergone i re-
markable mental development in 10
days,'' snapped Prideaux.

Then Jameson saw that his hosts
were, so Lo speak, trylng him out, and
had long ago reached the same con-
cluslons he . was now putting forth so
solemnly.

“Sorry!" he laughed, “but T was
really tryving to make clear some of
the doubts which have shot holes In
that memorandum.”

“You appreciate our dilemma, how-
ever,” sald Somers. “When our de-
partment takes up an inquiry It tries
to preserve an open mind. No one
is deemed either gullly or innocent
until many lttle rills of evidence,
flowkng from different directions, be-
#in to swell into a river of proof.”

Prideaux shaded his eyes with a
hand, ax though to ward off a ™ril-
llant Ught which shone round Hhia
chief's head, but Somers lgnored him
and served a dish of sole with abso-
lute impartiality.

“It's a surprising thing,” he went
on placidly, “but a little hop o' me
thumb llke Prideaux often eats as
much as a blg chap llke me. He pre-
tends that fish is hraln food, but walt
untll you see him tackle the poussin,

“Trv., however, not to hear our
worthy superintendent,” added Pri-
deaux.

“That's a hasa libgl—one quite un
worthy of your boasted wit,” cried
Bomers Indignantly.

“Very well. In the circumstances,

advige Capiain Jameson to attend
to hig own bird.”

“I wish you would tell me just what
pecurred today,” sald Jameson, "I
suppose those hlighters In Berners
street ran off with the lady so as to
bring pressures to bear on the baronet
But how did they manage {t7 [ may
want to pull off a stunt like that on
my own account one of these days,
and the wrinkle may be useful.”

Pelham's guesswork when asked
the same cquestion by Phyllis waas so
literally accurate that the details need
not be given twice. What he did not
know was the speclal variety of
ground balt used by the detectives.
Finding that “Matador,” greatly dar
ing, sought the acquaintance of Fet-
ers, the gardener at Cedar Lodge, and
Phyllie's staunch wdherent, they

tield or in rest camps, which no man |

primed him (Peters) with all the infor
mation they wished the enemy to
have. Thus, though Jameson was too
nstute to hint at it, they undoubtedly
connived at the kidnaping episode,
though they knew already where
“Vaquero” and “Matador” lived. In-
deed, they ascertained this wvaluable
fact the day alter Lady Pelham was
killed, The murder undoubtedly
scared the ruffians who were not re.
spansible for it. No matter what thelp
gquarrel with the son they would nev-
er have taken his mother's life. So
it was essential that thelr confidence
should be restored. and that was the
task entrusted to Peters, who neither
knew what he was doing nor why he
did it, save for the all-sufficing reason

that he was serving Miss Phyilis's
Interests."

Jameson fitted ench item into Jts
place, but there were many squares

on the chess-board still empty,

“Stop me if 1 am putling questions
which yvou do not care to anawer,” he
sald, when Somersa had supplled some
of the missing pawns. "1 see now
what happened, but I'm dashed if 1
understand why Pelham was encour-
aged to fly off with the lady to the
New Forest.”

“Keep in touch with us, and you
will see light before many dayvs have
passed,” sald SBomers. “You may he
able to help us greatly at any hour.

Messrs. ‘Vaquero' and ‘Matador,’ to-
gether with the woman, will he
hrought before a maglstrate in the

morning under thelr assumed names,
which may not be apelled quite cor-|
rectly on the charge sheet, and re-
manded for a week for the heinous
crime of conspiring to commit a fel
ony. Judging from the blue funk they
are In tonight, theyv realize that ‘we
can Imprison them for the remainder
of thelr lives on charges connected
with the war, or have them shot at
Vincennes'if we care to extradite them
to France, so they will obey us with-
out a murmur. ‘Vaquero' has done
g0 already. He has arranged a meet.
Ing with Sir Arthur Pelham by 'phone
for tomorrow moruing in Vietoria sta-
tlon, which I8 an amusing rendez-
vous, by the way, as we might ask
Rallway-porter Jenkins to attend, but
the date 18 a trifle ton soon for our
purposes. Therefore, at my request,
he has telephoned Cedar Lodge and
postponed the fixture, pretending that
he did not trust Herr ‘68, and would
give a night's thought to matters,
Sir Arthur, of course, was enraged,
and may be even more go tomorrow
[f we can stage a first-rate row be-
tween them we may learn something
really useful.”

“Sir Arthur knows. of course, that
they hrought about Miss Daunt's dis-
appearance?"”

“Why, certainly. Didn't T make
that clear. The first thing 'Vaquero'
did when his prize was gafe in Berners
street was to hurry to a call office,
The appolntment at Victoria wasa the
outcome, Buat the alarm had been giv-
en already, The doorman at the hotel
was quick-witted, and reported Miss |
Daunt's curfous reception by the ocen- |
pants of the w hereupon ,\Trs.J
Linforth, the young ladyv's aunt, rang
up Miss Gwen Townszend, who, of
course, denled sending ¢ telegram,
or the ownership of a car. Ehe, the
aunt, then called Cedar lLodge—and
what do you think this singular bar-
onet advised”"

1 dunno."”

“That she was 0o keep qulet, and
say nothing to the police, He was
certain Miss Phyllis would come to no
harm, and he would arrange for her
speedy return, Itogether, he has re- |
ceived some remarkable ‘phone mes- |
sages since 5:15 today. In fact, Mrs. |
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remarks from behind the chair-backs,
but none were forthcoming, so she
rose, sauntered out of the cardroom,

to say as well, You see, he j2 marked
out to marry Mlss Phyllis Daunt at a
very early date, and I want that girl

to find & good husband. She rings|wandered down a long deserted corri-
true all the time. If | were young dor, and drifted into the hotel foyer. |
enough, and thought I had half a| She was tall for 13, with long|
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ter Arthur at her head, As it s, un-|8lm body !
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him for, they were engaged bhefore |Pillars in the hotel foyer and gazed

e about her. The place was wrapped

their train reached Farnborough!
. h : B in ite usual mid-afternoon lifelessness |

Jameson ('P.\hr‘knd up that prophecy —a few idle hellboys on the bench
later, and Prideaux was right, as|.. (ha foot of the broad stalrcase,|
usual. a couple of {dle elevators;, a solitary
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Offutts Await
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clark behind the brasa grill over the
mahogany desk: dozens upon dozens
nf empty armchaire: 1n one of them
an old man, with a King Otange nose,
sound asleep; in a far corner fou:
women playing silent bridge.

She slid into the deep-seited lap
of an enormous leather armchair near
| by, Through the big front doors she
could catch a glimpse of a group of |
girls ‘about her own age, seated on |

Casper Y. Offutt, brother, and Mrs.
Charles Offutt, mother of Lleut, Jar

vis Offutt, have taken prompt steps| ;. .i..00 railing, swinging their legs,
to learn definitely whether the body¥ | und eat.ng candy., One of the girls
ixhumed at Trotter, Pa,, last week |was the daughter of the pretty Mre
{8 that of the young lleutenant. Cameron, now playing bridge in the
Casper Offutt is out of the city to-|fAr corner Laurel did not join the|
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Brunswicks fcrr ¢
— for satisfaction

York model as illustrated 15
one of the most popular of all

— for style
and value
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Coughing

Tires the old, lowers thelr vital
ity. The best standard family

congh medicine for old and young
CHAMBERLAIN'S

COUGH REMEDY
'Good for every member of the family
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FFLU:CAPS;
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For colds qrip ¢~ influenza

[Let Cuticura Be

Purchase Your
Brunswick on the
Burgess-Nash
Household Club Plan

Your Beauty Doctor
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rst at our
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The Brunswick
YORK MODEL
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There’s always something new on Brunswick
Records and the newest ones are always featured
here first.

For instance, we are ‘nnw selling an advance
shipment of the great popular success—

“Every Night I Cry Myself to
Sleep Over You"
“That's My Baby”

These selections start you humming or whist-
ling when you hear them. They are snappy fox-
trots and your feet just won't behave when they
are played.

They are recorded for Brunswick by the incom:
parable Oriole Orchestra now playing at the fam.
ous Edgewater Beach Hotel at Chicago.

2510

In our exclusive phonograph department the
most popular numbers are featured first and
records by artists in the New Hall of Fame are
always prominent.

Kellogg’s Bran is prepared fo

do one thing—AND DO IT WELL!

purifies. It not only gives re

Eellogg’s Bran will permanently ;
it regulates the bowels.

relieve constipation, mild or chromic.
Tt is scientifically prepared for that
purpose, It is ALL BRAN, therefore
it has the necessary bulk to assure
results, Foods with a emall bran eon-
tent cannot afford permsnent relief.
When vyour physician or friends
advise you to eat Kellogg's Bran, you
follow-on for the purpose of eliminat-
ing a dangerous clogging-up and toxie
condition of your system. You ean’t
a¥ord to take half-way measures!
Think of the lost time and the dangers
of illness you are daily dodging!
What you must have is real bran—
EELLOGG'S BRAN, and if you will
eat it regularly each day you will
become a different person within a
week or s0. Kellogg's Bran, with ita
patural bulk, swecps, cleanses and

each meal.

Try Eelloggle Bran mixed
hot cereal, or cook it with hot

each person.

cold cereals or to eat it as
with hot milk. You

ally sold in grocery stores, bu
had in individual packages
olass hotels and clubs,
your restaurant, Be

Every mem-
ber of your family should eat it—
every day—at least two tablespoon-
fuls; in chronic cases as much with

adding two tablespoonfuls of Bran for
Other popular ways are
to sprinkle Kellogg's Bran on hot or

can make

licious bakery products with Eellogg's

Bran. Recipes on every package.
Eellogg's Bran is not only nation.

Ask for it st
certain

Eellogg 's Bran daily for health 's sake

PAYMENTS

, | Do not entertain that
lief, but | 4 .
| old - fashioned idea
’ that the customer
must pay for the priv-
| ilege of extended
| credit. Beddeo sells at
the lowest cash store
prices, Compare and
be convinced.

with a
cereals,

de-

Open a Beddeo
Charge Account
Today.

a ecereal ‘
|
1
t can be |
in firet- |

to eat

8,880 80000

You will like M-J-B-Coffee
for the same reason

’)

Tree Tea 1s supreme also

Groneweg & Schoentgen

Wholesale Distributers
Telephone JA ckson 1302

_youlike a luscious Peach
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