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Social Law Should Forbid Girls to Wed
Before 22, Says Gertrude Atherton

Editor's Note: Gertrude Atherton, who

for muny yea lnr held ition in
the first r’;nk of lving mrﬂ.ﬂl au-
thorn. und w lnt “Bisck
Oxen,"” denling Urlth the re, utmﬂnh of
wumnn has made Impres-

sion upon the rudlnL |'m'bllr. curries

forwaurd In this artl he ollleuaulnn
of what is the lnm rla" for
which wns introd week
Mnary Roberts Ium-h-rt

Mrs. Rinehart, under the tltlr‘ “’I'he
RBest Age for Marringe—19 or 20?2 tol
the story of her own mmnm nn

murrisge wt 19, and how. us the mother

of three children, she had already m.
a start wpon her ¢mrrﬂ h_r 2 She

ralsed the qumuo ns o “the ef-
fect wonld have n-n IMH ron llrl
self and her carerr if uho

her marringe until 20, re. Rhi n-hart
will continue with her thrma nndd
personnl story in later articles, nnd Mrs.
Athertan alse will be heard ugh.m in
this unusunl forum upon the subject of
love, murringe and the modern womun,

By GERTRUDE ATHERTON.
I AM OPPOSED to censorship in

any form that curtails the

liberty of intelligent adults,
but the maximum of human hap
piness would be Increased if there
were an unwritten soclal law for-
bidding girls to marry before, say,
the age of 22; a law, the violation
of which involved the loss of soclal
prestige

No girl under that age knows
enough to know her own mind. She
may be bright, clever, even highly
intelligent, but no natural gift takes
the place of experience. Compare
any brilliant girl of 18 with an
equally endowed woman of 30. Her
disadvantage s pitiful. Moreover,
the older woman has the inestima-
ble advantage of knowing that she
does not know everything and has
reallzed that she must go on learn-
ing as long as she llves,

1 fix the marringeable age at 22
for several reasons. In the first
place It gives a girl time to exhaust
the irresponsible pleasures of
youth before assuming the responsi-
bilities of matrimony, heavy at best.
I am now talking of the daughters
of parents whose means permit
them to enjoy their youth in the
fashion to which every girl is en-
titled

By 22, unless a moron (and the
time will come when all mofons
will be painlessly destroyed), she
will be ready to “settle down.”" As
for that large army of girls who
are obliged to go out into the
world and earn their bread, they
will have an even better opportunity
to study men and life at first hand,
and are even less likely to make a
mistake in choosing a life partner
than at 18.

Not Wise Enough at Eighteen.

A girl has by no means reached
complete mental maturity at 22, but
she is at least 10 years older In ex-
perience and orlentation than when
she Meft the schoolroom. The young-
er a girl the more ahject a victim
she is to the mere urge of the race,
Nature {8 conscienceless and ruth-
less. And what Is civilization for
if it is not to get ahead of nature?

With every generation giris are
older than their predecessors at the
same age. We hear so much sensa-

tional eriticlsm of the flapper of
today that we have leapt to the
conciusion that never in the world

was there anything like her before.
But glance through the literature
of fictlon and memoirs, Ask our
mothers and grandmothers, The
same horrified criticism has greeted
every generntion of girls sinee the
first mother announced passionate.
lIy: “In my young days such things
were unheard of!™

Bo wise and hard and calculating
Is the young girl of today that she
has a far better prospect of making
a success of her life than any gen-
eration of girls in the past. And
of happiness. For these character-
istics are a mere protective nrmor,
partly affected, partly the result of
complex modern conditions,

At 22 she will be wiser and older
than her mother was at that age.
Nevertheless, in spite of her pre-

GERTRUDE ATHERTON

Author of “Black Oxen,” “The Conqueror,” *“Aristocrats,” *“Ancestors,”
“The White Morning,” “The Living Present,”™

“A Daughter of the Vine,”

ofc., ete.

dlstingulshed of American writers, has for more than a quarter of

GI-IRTR'I'I)I'I ATHERTON, recognized as one of the ablest and most

a century been recording the observations made by her keenly criti-

cal eyes.
ades, shifting values

the great war—all these have served to stimulate her genius.

The quickened tempo of American lfe during the last two dec-
in morals, manners and customs, the cataclysm of

From "The

Conqueror,” a semi-historical novel based on the life of Alexander Hamil

ton, to "Black Oxen,”

the most talked of book of the year, Gertrude Ather-

ton has grown steadily in the power of presenting lfe,

Mre. Atherton Is descended of ploneer American stock.

Her mother

wns a Franklin, great grand-daughter of a brother of Benjamin Frank-

lin.

Her father, Thomas Lyman Hofn,

also was descended of revolution-

ary Nordie ancestors, one of whom founded Stonington, Conn.

Born In San Francisco on October 30, 185

T—her father and grand-

futher having been pioneers of the great western migration In the °"50a,
—Mrs. Atherton was educated In the schools of California and in a seml-

nary at Lexington, Ky.
Stephen Franklin, her grandfather.

“1 was educated by my grandfather.”

But her real background of culture came from

she writes, “and as he had the

finest private library in the state, and was determined I should be well

read,
bitterly at the time .

T owe the more sc rim.m turn of my mind to him, although 1 rebelied

Before she had ﬂn{ﬂhu‘d school at Lexington she was marrtod to G. H.

B. Atherton.
most Important incidents of my
vears later and Mrs.
EPATY CAreer,

Mrs. Atherton has referred to her marriage as “one of the
school life.”
Atherton went to New York to enter upon her lit.

Mr. Atherton died a few

Her first books dwelt upon California scenes, and the Influences of

her childhood are found In her early novels.

“Bul,” she confesses, “life

at its highest pltch of clvilization intereats me most.”

«cocity at 18, she is by no means
wise enough then to select her
mate, because no amount of pre-
cocity can take the place of that
positive experience the years alone
give; of a certain maturity, not
only of the ego, but of the intellect.
The Peril of Illusions,

In the unfettered intimacy that
now prevails between girls and
young men, surely no young girl,
no matter how romantic beneath her
protective armor, can have any iliu
sions regarding the male by the time
she has entered her 20s; and illu-
slons are the very worst prepara-
tion for matrimony In the devil's
whole repertoire. 8o far no nation

but the French has accepted this
great fact and outwitted nature.

Then, if a girl marries at 22, she
has developed charagier enough to
bring up her children properiy, and
to begin at the beginning. With
her a baby is not a doll, as it j8 to
the very young mother, but a hu-
man atom with every potentiality
for good and evil It has
ten thousand thousand an
cestors and it s for this reason
that the spoilt child of eminently
respectable parents not infrequently
turns out a criminal. The more
mature mother has had time to ob-
soerve and appreciate that the badly
brought-up child s the helpless

victim of a cruel Injustice and is
handicapped In the struggle of life
that must come later,

The three als for success
In life are  intelligence, character
and poise;, and not the least of these
is polse. DBut if It s not acquired
early in life it is apt to be lacking
altogether, and sooner or later will
neutralize all that may be affected
by the other two. And to parents
as well as to heredity the strugglers
of this strugeling world owe
prime essentinl.

A woman may have her three or
even her five children before she
is well into her 308, and from that
time on she may have as many re-
curring youths as she demands.
Certalnly she will find a far deeper
capacity for real and intelligent en-
joyment of life than in those callow
years when her sense of values
was nil
A Career With the “Second Wind.”

With the arts, simple and sclen-
tific, known to all women today,
she will have preserved the appear-
ance of youth—all healthy and sane
women invariably look 10 or even
20 years younger than their age—
and there is a far greater satisfac.
tion in looking than in merely
being young. “Feeling young™ de.
pends entirely upon health and =
lively mind. And today the re
sources of women are infinite.

Gone js the day when a woman
was sidetracked and finlshed by
the time she was 40. The ctub
women started that revolution, and
life has progressed by leaps and
bounds since then. A woman be-
gins, In these days, to live her
personal life when the heavies:
part of her sex debt is discharged,
and as her children grow older ant!
are more and more away from
her until they leave her altogether,
her opportunities increase with
every passing year,

It is poasible that all women,
save the brainless, will look for-
ward to some sort of persona!
career when the time comes (o
take their second wind. She will
have fulfilled the primary purposs
for which she was created, the per.
sistence of the race; now comes
her opportunity to learn the mean
ing of clvilization.

sShirking Responsibilities

On the other hand, as time goes
on no doubt more and more women
will deliberately foreswear marri
altogether and choose the career
In its place. But this is a shirk
ing of responsibilities, and unpar-
donable in this country where the
dangers to the republic at the
hands of alilen races loom so por-
tentously. It is all very well to be
a free agent, and it is the most
precious of all privileges, but as a
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matter of fact no such mortal
exists. No one, unless he isolates
himself in the wilderness, ecan
avoid the interacting responsibilities
of society. If he attempts it he
becomes an ocutlaw,

Modern conditions make it pos

sible for a* woman to do her duty
by her race—her, not the race—
and still have her career. To be-
gin it, moreover, when she is wise
enough to reduce mistakes to a
minimum. Moreover, no woman Is
complete who has not had children,
and completeness of experience is
essential to rounded success. Chil-
dren are valuable if only for de
veloping the human sympathles
and enriching one's knowladga of
lite and human nature. It is an
economical mistake to avold the ex
perience.

To accomplish anything one must
begin at the beginning. There are
isolated cases of okl mailds and
barren women who have made a
conspicuous success of themselves,
but they are the exceptions that

prove the rule Aml there i3 no
telilng how much more dis
tinguished they might have t

n thelr life work If they had
zun by dischiireging thoir
lebnt

Children for the Nation.

As statistics show that the great
“vordl founded this r
publie bred out the
Alpines 1i raneans  that
form the gnajor purt
migration st itis n
the patriotle but the

of every youmng woma
American stock to have fror

Is lrratior

to five children, It

to say they cannot afford it
the poor afford it and Eet
samehow,

Certainly there are mas
Fands of coupies in the !
States, either wealthy or well
who limit their families for
reasons only, and thousands
who could have at jeast

children #f they were willing to
exert in the right direc 1 the
principie of selfsacrifice that is
the lot of every mortal

If men and nne
child, to whom }

Iy devoted, would reflect tha:
are doing their best to deg

child of future happiness =and
portunity

over to a T s,
Intent upon destroying individual
ity in that most stuitifying of all

ideals. communism, t
of depriving them of
heritage, surely they
the necessary s :1."..-
wWere morons and
thought

No substitute so far
compares with the republicar
in the opportunities it
ind women for happiness and
limited opportunity. In practice it
may be faulty man natur
being what L
fered many abus
only to look
achievement ar

conceiy

Eives

with its own
ry of the
ancient and m
is still better
government the
known. Also,
so far put forwar
no hh-n_ in

ment,

but ::_'-- infiniteiy worsse
Younger at I‘urt)' Than =t Thtrt‘

If this wi aught, first

family," and :'—. n In the schools
the future of this country would
look less dark. Anvthing can he
done with Spolit, ba

mannered chi H"ﬂ‘ are detested by

all but their fond parents. Whoss
fault js It? Not theirs
It is as easy to inculcate good

manners fm children as «an app
tite for the morning cereal. And it
would be quite as easy to bhring
them up-with a sense of duty o
their race and to the future of
their country, and to Inspire
with a passion for large f:

What are the sacrifices
man’s vanity. But that is too old an
argument for these days. There are
20 different ways for preserving
the figure, or restoring t. quite
aside from dieting. Before long we

shall be a nation of sylphs
Pleasure? “But 1
life while I am youns
down with a lot of children
answer s easy Don"t marry
fo 22;: and endeavor to
hen you are 3, if you

Yo

Yisa ¢

ta
have kept your health and sanity
you will feel younger an you
at 20, and at 4 younger th 1
30
The women of a generation ag
uld not say this, but we can
(Copyright, 1928 )

Smuggler’s Ghost Haunts British Inn |

Portsmouth, Eng., Nov. 17.—There
are simple souls who believe that at
Intervals since the reign of George
IIT & “spirit” has haunted Bere
Block Dell, a copse situnted about
a mile out of Emsworth, on the
main road to Havant,

Twelve years ago, when an “ap
parition” was scen by an Emsworth
fisherman, who was returning
home late at night, the villagers
banded themselves together in a
determined effort to hunt the phan-
tom down. The only reward which
crowned thelr efforts was to find
a naturnlkt catching moths at night
with a large net. The "“"ghost’” has
appearad ngain, On Saturday night
a oyclist was =cared by a "filmy
hooded’ figure, which bhlocked his
course on the road

Bhe countryside is full of rumors

Laowenal people declare that they, also
have seen the apparition, and dure-
Ing the weekend Dere Block Dell

has been visited by hundreds of
folks from Portsmouth and district.
Crowds walched in the Jdarkneass
lnst night, but saw nothing. Many
years ago there was a notorious inn
known as Highwayman's Inn, near

this spot. The house has long sinco
vanlshed, but the story of a mur-
der which occurred Just outside it

has been handed down,

This inn, according to local le-
gend, was the rendezvous of high
waymen and smugglera, One night
a French ship was wrecked off the
const.  Smugglers promptly selzed
the goods which were washed
nshore, and a French sailor, John
Donbleau, who was found Iying on
the became the victim ef
a man named John Watkins, who
dragged him to the inn &nd stabbed
him.

shing e,

has 43
the

Paris
hefore

fewer hotels than

Wi

BRITISH TEACHER TELLS
WOMEN TO BE FRIENDS
WITH THETR MIRRORS

Birmingham, Nov. 17.—"The mir-
ror must not be regarded as g mere
symbol of vanity," sajid Miss Bwing
Matheson in an address to Birming
ham womon teachers.

“The woman of middle age should
make plenty of use of it. It s good
hoth for herself and far young peo-
||Iu‘,

"It is extraordinarily important
for the older woman to wear the
right Kind of clothes, and see that
her expression I8 not allowed to
hecame sour,

“Her lips may be compressed
only because she s battling with
somo problem of her own, but how

are others o know that?
"The sight of miserable looking
old maids sometimes drives girls

to most unfortunate marriages. ™

The modern American home has
21 different pleces of electrical ap
paratus doing many kinds of house

work, This doee not Include eolec-
trie lighta,

“Eternal Triangle” Case at Zoo

T.—An attempt to
circle out of th
{a being ms
a Capuchin

London, Nowv, 1
form a family
“sternal triangle™
the zoo. Bobbie,
key in the small mammal h
has been given two companions
the opposite gsex from whom to se
lect a mate—Queenie, of his own
gpecies, and Betty a ammon
macaqua

Probably, from the love of nov
elty. Bobbie has set his heart
on Betty, but, as
posad, Queende
to such an onter

might be sup

refuses to submil

of things Baotty

has a very caressing hal
smoothing tobbie's woolly
um, which scta him

whenever such a

DrogTres L Ue™

delight, but
atete is In

variably butts in"™ and s=spitefully
disarranges Bobbie's locks

If Bobble tries ta console her he
™woelivoes vven Worsa treatment
from Betty, s0 he s gencerally to

e found in a state of dizshevel
ment Bobbie has a dumbbell for
A toy, and of lat 28 bren making
as of It as a blundseon with
which to smash the lump=s of pep
T rock which me his way
he is getting
th the trials and
tribulations of married Nfe The
official o K« e W . =
wctled Bobby n ape he Ly
seok to solve th robler ’
eternal 1 v the A of
W N w has changed i
han 3,000 yoara a uni
ng tol haz been invented
S b ttacks the s ol
A New WAY The 3 w %
placesd by a uber of etal
ers which dig deep Into th
brvak it up and prepary ¢
ng. all in one operation
of wing and cultiy
1 kiy and of




