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Farmer Receives
57,000 for Damage
by Ditch Water

Amount Is Awarded by Jury
to Gothenburg Man Against
Light and Power
Company

Lexington, Neb,, Nov. 15.—After a
trial consuming six days, the jury in
district court returned a verdiet of
27,000 damages to F. H. Rice of
Gothenburg, against the Gothenburg
Light and Power company. Before
the argument of attorneys, the jury
was taken over Rice's farm by the
sheriff so that they might judge the
damages done by the inundation of
the farm from water escaping from
the ditch of the corporation., In his
petition, Rice claimed that on four
different occasions the ditch broke
and let the water on to his land. He
sald this spolled his chances of a
:r:p in 1819 and 1920 and that his

t crop in 1921 was half destroyed
after he had most of the heets har-
vested. He asked for $23,000 dam-
ages.

State Englner Roy Cochran, City
Engineer F. C. Magruder of Enid,
Okl., formerly of Grand Island; for-
mer State Engineer Donald D. Price
of Gothenburg, County Engineer R.
C. Batty of Dawson county and C. A,
Edwards of Gothenburg comprised
the list of engineers who testified as
to the diteh of the power company.
The jury held that the company was
negligent in its construction and
operation of the ditch and thercfore
liable for damages,

Picneer Sidney
Firm Sells Out|.:

Oberfelder Bros. Quit Clothing
Store After 47 Years
in Business.

Sidney, Neb., Nov, 15, —After being
continuously in bustnoss in 8idney for
nearly 47 years, the firm of Oberfelder
Bros. quit business with the close of
last week. Joseph and Robert Ober-
felder came to Sidney from Omaha in
1876 and engaged in the men's cloth- ||
ing ‘and furnishing business, 8idney
was then a hamlet of less than 300
and was the main supply statlon of
the entire Plack Hills country.
Miners, cattlemen and soldlers were
numerous and saloons and gambling
and dance halls flourished, The of-
fice of the Black Hills Stage com-
pany was in the Oberfelder store for
many years. The brothers erected
the first stone bullding in the elty.

For nearly half a century they en-
joyed the largest clothing and furnish-
ings business in the city, and in addl-
tion built up a big real estate and
investment business, Last Saturday
night they wrapped up their last
package of goods, turned out the
lights and turned over the keys, hav-
ing disposed of tha entire business.
They will now devote their entire
time to real estate Investments.

Judge Joseph Oberfelder, for many
years a United Statex commissioner,
has reared a large family, all now
prominent in business elsewhere.
Col. Robert Oberfelder never mar-
ried, but has taken a great interest
in boys and has helped a number to
acquire education and established
them In busimess. Both have ac-
quired comfortable fortunes and in-
tend to take more recreation al-
though they expect to continue as
factors in Sidney's husiness life,

War Veterans to
Meet in Fremont

Men Who Fought in Foreign
Wars Will Hold Annual
Session.

Fremont, Neb.,, Nov. 15.—Natlonal
Adjutant Ruell W. Elton of the Vet-
erans of Forelgn Waras will be the
principal speaker at the seml-annual
meeting of officlals of the Nebraska
department to be held In Fremont
Friday.

The Larson-Peterson post of Fre-
mont will act as host to the gather-
ing and a program of entertainment
has been provided for the natlonal
officer and the state officials, The
guests will the welcomed at a Rotary
¢lub luncheon at noon, taken to the
Midland college-Cotner football game
ifn the afterncon, and honored at a
banquet to be held in the evening,

The following state officers of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars will be in
attendance:

Commander W, J. Atkinson, Kear-
ney: Senlor Viee Commander O. D.
Bolster, Lincoln; Junior Viece Com-
mander Bernard Eddy, Fremont;
Quartermaster 0. 1. Weber, Wahoo;
Chaplain Frank Majors, Kearney; Ad-
voecate J. M. Turbyfill, Hastings;
Surgeon M. H. Diffenbaugh, Falr-
mont.

The following committes 18 In
charge of arrangements: Commander
W. 8. Macy, Roy Lang, A. W.
Creed and Bernard Eddy.

Farmers Enter Complaint

on Ditch Water Menace
Columbus, Nov. 15 —A petition ask-
ing that a slough nnd an old drainage
ditch five miles west of Duncan, Neb,,
Just over the Butler county line, be
declared a Platte county ditch and
g0 recorded, was filed with the Platte
county board of supervisors by a del-
egation of farmers from that vicinity
who are seeking dralnage rellef,
gladming that surface water {8 cover-
fng thelr land and is hindered from
flowing out by the 1nlon Pacifle
roadbed, They are asking that the
county provide a culvert under the
right-of-way or else a deepening of
the ditch so that the water will flow
uff.

Indorse Mellon Tax Cut.
New York, Nov. 15—Hepresenta-
tives of business and Industry In 24
different sections of the country en

dorsed Secretary Mellons' proposals
for tax reductions and administrative
economles at the closing session of

the national industrial eouncil’s semi-

annual meeting, Proper congressionnl
action to back up the secretary's
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Four palatial " Empresses” — largest, newest, fastest and fnest seamshipe
on the Pacific —have set new standards of travel luxury. They maintain
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