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MJames and I talk it over when we

- bacl; but I'll offer my life to come as

(Continued From Yesterday.)
“And 1 believed you were the her-
mit singing!" she said,
“But you fooled the bird,” sald the

bo}_’. “Close here it answered you.”

“And mear me it ealled you,” said
Mrs. Minturn. “Your notes were quite
as perfect.”

Mhlcolm straightened and  seemed
reassured,

“Why mother!” he exclaimed.
“When did you study bird music?
Have you just come back?"

“I've been away only two weeks,
Maleolm," she answered, “and if it
hadn’t been for learning the bird
notes, I'd have returned sooner."”

“But where have you been?" cried
the boy,

"At home,
she answered,

“But home's all torn up, and pound-
ing and sick people, and you hate
pounding and sick people,” he re-
minded her.

“There wasn't so very much noise,
Malcolm," she said, "and I've changed
about sickness. You have to suffer
yourself to do that. Once you learn
how dreadful pain 18, you feel only
pity for those who endure it. Every
night when the nurses are resting, I
change 80 no one knows me, and slip
into the rooms of the suffering little
children who can't sleep, and try to
comfort them."

“Mother, who takes care of you?"
he questioned.

. “A very sensible girl named Susan,”
she answered,

The boy went a step closer, i

“Mother, have you changed about
any. hing besides sickness?" he asked
ennrly.

“Yes, Maleolm,”  said his mother,
“I've changed about every single
thiv g in all this world that I ever said
or «ld, or loved, when you knew me."”

‘ou have?' he cried in amage-
ment. “"Would you wear that dress
and come to the woods with us now,
and do some of the things we like?"

“I'd rather come here with you
and sing these bird notes than any-
thing elsa I ever did,”” she answered.

Malcolm advanced another long
slride,

“Mother, {s Susan a pounding, beat-
ing person like Lucette?’ he asked
anxiously.

“No."" she said softly. "Susan likes
children. When she#'s not busy for
me, she goes into the music room and
plays games, and sings songs to little
sick people.”

“Bzcause you know,

pe

I reserved my suite

"

said Maleolm,

are alone, we never let father hear
because he loved Elizabeth so, and
he's so fine—mother you were mis-
taken about father not being a gentle-
man, not even Mr, Dovesky is a finer
gentleman than father—and father
loved her so; but mother, James and
I saw. We believe if it had been the
cream, it would have made us sick,
too, and we're 80 ashamed of what
we did; if we had another chance,
we'd be as good to a little sister as
father is to us. Mother, we wish we
haft her back so we could try again

Nellie Minturn shut her eyes and
swayed on her feet, but presently she
spoke in a hareh, breathless whisper,
yvet it carried, even to the ears of the
listening man.

“Yes Malcolm, 1'd give my life, oh
g0 gladly if I could bring her back
and try over—"

“You wouldn’'t have any person llke
Lucette around, would you mother?"

are? Would you live as we do?'’' mar-
veled the boy.

“Gladly,"” she answered. “It's about
the only way I could live now, I've
given away so much of the money."

“Then I'll ask father!" cried the
boy. “Why I forgot! Sather is right
back here! Father! Father! Father
come quick! Father it wasn't the her-
mit bird at all, it was mother. _ind
oh joy, father, joy! She's just chang-
ed and changed, till she's most as
changed as we are! She'll come back,
father, and she'll go to the woods
with us, oh she will! Father, you're
glade, aren't you?"

When Nellle Minturn saw her hus-
band coming across the mosses, his
arms outstretched, his face paln-tor-
tured, she came swiftly forward, and
asq she reached Maleolm, Mr. Minturn
caught both of them in his arms, cry-
ing: “My sweetheart! My beautiful
sweetheart, give me another chance,
and this time I'll be the head of my
family in deed and In truth, and I'll
make life go right for all of us."

CHAPTER XIX.

Establishing Protectorates.

“I'm sorry mno end!"” gald Mickey.
“First time I ever been late. I was
helping Peter; we were so busy that
the first thing I knew I heard the
hum of her gliding past tha clover
field, go 1 was left, I know how hard
yvou're working. It won't happen
again."”

Mickey studied hir friend closely.
He decided the time had come to
watch., Douglas Bruce was pale and
restless, he spent long periods In
frowning thought, He aroused from
pne of these and asked: “What were
yvou and Peter doing that was go very
absorbing?"

“Well about the most interesting
thing that ever happened,” sald Mle-
key. "“You see Peter is one of the
grandest men who ever lived; he's so
fine and doing so many big things, in
a way he kind of fell behind In the
little ones.”

“I've heard of men doing that be-
fore, commented Douglas. “Can’t
you tell me a new one?”

“Sure!” sald Mickey., “You know
the place and how good it seems on
the outside—well it didn't look 80
good inside, in the part that counted
most. You've noticed the big barns,
sheds and outbuildings, all the mod-
ern conveniences for a man, from an
electrie lantern to a stump puller;
everything I'm telling you—and for
the nice lady, nix! Her work table
faced a wall covered with brown oll

'cloth, and frying pans heavy enough

to sprain Willard, a wood fire to boil
clothes and bake bread, iu this hot
weather, thie room so low and dark,
no ice box, with acres of ice close
every winter, no water inside, no fur-
nace, and carrying washtubs to the
kitchen for bathing as well as wash-
ing, aw gee—you get the plcture?”

“1 ecertainly do,"” agreed Douglas,
“and yet she was a neat, nlce-looking
little woman.™

“Sure!” sald Mickey. “If she had to
set up housekeeping in Sunrise Alley
in one day you could tell her place
from anybody else's. Sure, she's a
nice lady! But she has troubles of
her own. I guess everybody has."

“Yes, I think they have,' assented
Douglas, “I could muster a few right
now, myself."

“Yen?" cried Mickey. “That's bad.
Let's drop this and cut them out.”

“Pregently,” sald Douglas. “My

head s go tired it will do me good to

he questioned,

“Not ever again Malcolm,” she an-
swered, “I'd have Little Bister back
it it re possible, but that can’t ever
be, betause when we lose people as |
Elizabeth went, they never can come

neaf replacing her as possible, and |
everywhers I've neglected you, and!
James, and father, I'll do the best
there js in me, if any of you love me,
or want me in the least, or will give
me an opportunity to try."

“Mother, would you come where we
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think about something else a faw min-
utes. You were saying Mrs. Harding
had trouble; what s {t?"

Mickey returned to his subject with
a chuckle.

“She was 'bout ready to tackle them
nervous prostrations so popular with
the swell dames,” he explained, "be-
cause every morning for 15 yare she'd
faced the brown oilcloth and pots and
pans, while she'd been wild to watch
sunup from under a particular old
apple tree; when she might have geen
it every morning if Peter had been on
his job enough to saw a window In
the right place. Get that?"

“Yes, I get it,"” conceded Douglas
IIGO OH"

“Well, I began her work so she
atarted right away, and before she
got back in comes Peter. When he
asks where she was and why she went,
I was afraid, but for her sake I told
him. I told him everything I bhad
noticed. At first he didn't like jt."

“It's a wonder he didn't break your
neck."

“Well,” sald Mickey judically, “as
I size Peter up he’'d fight an awful
fight if he was fighting, but he ain't
much on starting a fight, I worked
the separator steady, and by and by
when I ‘summed up the argument,’ as
& friend of mine says, I guesa that
cream separator didn't look any big-
ger to Peter, set beslde a full house
and two or three sheds for the stuff
he'd brought to make his work easier,
than it did to me.”

- “I'll wager it didn't,”” laughed Mic-
ey.

“No, It didn't,"" cried Mickey earn-
estly. "“And when he stood over it
awhile, that big iron stove made his
kitchen, where his wife lived most of
her day, seem 'bout as hot as my
room where he was raving over Lily
having been; and when he faced the
brown olleloth and the old lron skil-
lets for a few minutes of silent
thought, he bolted at about two.
Peter ain't so slow!"

“What did he do?" asked Douglas.

“"Why we planned to send her on a
visit,” said Mickey, “and cut that
window, and move in the pump, and
Invest in one of those country gas
plants, run on a blg tank of gasoline
awny outside where it's all safe, and
a breadmixer, and a dishwasher, and
some lightar cooking things; but we
got interned."”

“How Mickey?" interestedly inquir-
ed Douglas,

“"Remember I told you about Junior
coming in to. hunt work because he
was tired of the country, and how
it turned out?" maid Mickey.

“Yes 1 recall perfectly,"” answered
Douglas,

“THere's a good one on me about
that I haven't told you yet but I
will," said Mickey., "Well when son
came home, wrapped In a comfort,

there was a ripping up on the part of
Peter. He. just ‘hurled back the
enemy," and who do you think he
hit the hardest?"
“I haven't an idea,” said Douglas.
“In your shoes, I wouldn't a-had
one either,” said Mickey. “Well, he
didn't go for Junior, or his Ma, or me.
Peter stood Mister Peter Harding out
before us, and then didn't leave him
a leg to stand on. He provd conclua-
sive he'd used every spare moment
he'd had since Junior was In short
clothes, carrying him to Multiopolis
to amuse him, and feed him treats,
and show him shows; so he was to
blame if Junlor developed a blg con-
suming appetite for such things, How
does the argument strike you?"
“Sound!" cried Douglas. “Perfectly
gsound! It's precisely what the land
owners are doing every day of their
lives and then waliling because the
citiea take their children. I've had
that studied out for a year past.”
“Well Peter figured It right there
for us In detall,” sald Mickey. “Then
he tackled Ma Harding and her sun-
up, and then he thought out a way
to furnish entertainment and all the

modern comforts right there at
home."

“Well he specified saddles and
horses to ride,” grinned Mickey, "and
swimming, and a fishing boat and
tackle for all of us, a launch on

whatever lake we like best, a big en-
tertainment house with a floor for
skating and dancing, and a stage for
plays we will get up ourselves, and a
movie machine. I'm tg find out how
to run one and teach them, and then

he'll rent reels and open it twice a
weelk. The big hole that will cave
in on the north slde of Multlopolis

soon now will be eaused by the slump
when cur neighborhood withdraws Its
patronage and begins being enter-
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tained by Peter. And you'll see that

it will work, too!"

“Of course it will,” agreed Doug:
las. “Once the country folk get the
Idea it will go like a landslide., So
that's what made you late?"

“Well connected with that,” ex-

“Peter didn't do a
thing but figure up the price he'd
paid for every labor-saver he ever
bought for himself, and he came out
a little over $6,000, He sald he would
not have wanted Ma in a hardware
store selecting his implements, 8o he
guess he wouldn't choose hers. He
just drew a check for what he sald
was her due, with interest, and put it
In on the north side of Multiopolis
to cut loose and spend it exactly as
she pleased.”

“What did
Douglas,

“Well she was tickled sllly, but she
didn’t lose her head; she began Inves-
tigating what had been put on the
market Lo meet her requirements, At
present we are living on the thresh
Ing floor mostly, and the whole house
Is packed up; when it {s unpacked,
there'll be a bathroom on the smecond
floor, and a lavatory on the first.
There'll be a furnace in one room of
the basement, and a coal bin hig
enough for a winter's gupply. We can
hitch on to the trolley line for elec
tric lights all over the house, and
barn, and outbuildings, and firelese
conker, iron, and vacuum cleaner, and
a whole buneh of convenlences for
M2, Including a washing machine,
and stationary tubs in the basement.
Gee! Get the picture?”

“I surely do? What else Mickey?"
asked Douglas. "You know I've a
house to furnish soon myself."

“Well a new kitchen on the other |
end of the bullding where there's a
breeze, and a big clover field, and a
wood, and her work table right where

plained Mickey.

she do?" marveled

particular sunup. There's a big sink
with hot and cold water, and a dish
washer, There's a breadmixer and a
little glass churn, both of which can
be hitched to the electricity to run.
There's a big register from the fur:
nace close the work table for winter,
and a gas cook stove that has more
works than a watch'

“What does the lady sgay about {t?"

“"Mighty little!” gaid Mickey. “SBhe
Just standa and wipea the shiny places
with her apron or handkerchief, and
laughs and crles, ‘cause she's so glad.
It ain't set up yet, but you can see
just standing before it what it's go-
Ing to mean for her. And there's a
chute from the upstairs to the hase.
ment, to scoot the wash down to the
electric machine to rub them, and a
little gas stove with two burners to
boll them, and the iron I told you of.

Hanging -1t up is the hardest part
of the wash these days, and since
they have three hilg rooms in the

hasermnent, Peter thought this morning
that he could put all the food in one,
and stretch her lines in the winter for
the clothes to dry In the washroom.
The furnace will heat it, and it's light
and clean; we are going to pai_nt {1
when everything is in place.”

“Is that all?" queried Douglas.

“It's a running start,” sald Milck-
ey, ‘I don't know as Peter will ever
get to ‘all.' The kitchen is going to
have white woadwork, and blue walls
and BWlue linoleum, and new blue-and-

excépt two skillets saved for |o' glory looking more r!r?rif;’-.-'!. it'1l be
Even the dishpan is going to|an wonder! And Peter: }'nu ought
to see Poeter! And Junjor! You should
see Junlor planning his room. And
Mickey! You must Mickey plan-
ning his! And Mary and Bobblel And
above all, you should see Lily. Last
I saw of her, Peter was holding her
under her arms, and she was ghov- |
ing her feet Lefore her trying to lift
them up a little. We've most rubbed
them off her with fine sand, and then

bunch
frying.
be blue, and she's crying and laugh-
ing her feet hefore her trying to lift
and-white wash curtains for the win-
dows.  All the house is golng to have
hardwood floors, the roums cut more
convenient; out goes the old hall into
just a small place to take off your
wraps, and the remainder added to
the parlor. All the carpets and the
old heavy curtalns are heing ground

see

>4

up and woven Into rugs. Gee, [t's|stuck them in cold water, and then
an Insurrection! Ma Harding and I|sanded them again, and they're not
surely started things w we | the me fe hat's a cineh!”

planned to dose Junior on Multiop
olis, and let her ‘view the landscape
o'er.' You ecan tell by her face she's
seeing it! 1f she mails into the-port
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