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Is Reaction
From War

Lloyd George Fears Democ-
racy Is Threatened by
Undercurrent of
Dissatisfaction.

Fire Kindled sn Russia

.~ By DAVID LLOYD GEORGE.
London, Sept. 22, —The Spanish
coup d'etat Is part of the general

movement of reaction against demoe-

racy which has arisen since the war.

It started with the bolshevik revo-
lution; It swept over Ttaly: it has cap-
tured Bulgaria, and [ts lafest phase (s
the military insurrection In 8pain. In
fact, one of the most remarkable
products of the war has been the In-
itiatlon and extension of movements
throdghout Burope bearing the
fascist character.

In essence bolshevism and fasclsm

@ revolts agalnst parliamentary

ethods of government—in other
words, agalnst the democratic concep-
tlon of government. In some quar-
ters there is growing discontent with
parliamentarism because of (ts dila-
toriness, its confusion of aims, its pet-
tiness, its costly inefficiencies, Its
ponstant failure to attain its ldeals.
Ardent reformers are always, in the
end, disappointed with the percentage
of achievement which democracy
ylelds to the tonnage of oratory. Most
nf them get discouraged altogether
and either abandon the vain pursuit
or, relapse into languld support of
.ﬁventional programs. *

Now .and again a man arigses who
gets angry, and, rudely brushing aside
representatives chosen by the people.
resorts to direct action, That ac-
counts for Russia. In other quarters
there {8 deepening distrust of democ-
racy because of its menace to exist.
ing interests and comforts, its sup-
posed readiness to make unwise con-
cesslons to popular clamor, its re.
luetance to govern firmly when firm
government gives temporary offence
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—because, In fact, it Is too anxious to
please, That was the complaint In
Italy.

Cromwell First Fascist.
Signor Mussolint would probably
claim Caesar as his prototype, but
Cromwell was the first great mbdern
fascist. Carlyle's description of
Pride’'s Purge, gives the whole sub-
stance of fascism:

“*Come, come,” exclaimed my lord
general in very high key, ‘we have
had enough of this'—and, In fact,
my lord general, now blazing all up
into clear conflagration exclaims ‘I
will put an end te your prating,’ and
steps forth on to the floor of the
house and, clapping on his hat and
occasionally ‘stamping the floor with
his feet,' beging a discourse which no
man can repeat! He says—'Heavens!
he i8 heard saying ‘It is not fit that
you should sit here any longer. You
have sat too long here for any good
you have been doing Ilately. You
shall now give place to better men

“‘Call them In,' adds he briefly to
Harrison in words of command, and
some 20-or 30 grim musketeers enter
with Dbullets in their snaphances,
grimly prompt for orders and stand
in some attitude of 'carry arms' there.
Veteran men of might and men of
war, thelr faces are as the faces of
llong and their feet are swift as the
roes upon the mountains—not beautl.
ful to the honorable gentlemer at
this moment."

There you have the whole attitude
of the fascist in this historical deed
of the greatest modern example of the
type — Ollver Cromwell — described
sympathetically by the greatest ex-
ponent and advocate of the doectrine
—Thomas Carlyle.

Started in Russia,

The present movement started not
In Italy, but in Russia. The first
great fascist of today {s not Mussolini
but Lenin. He was the first to sub-
stitute force for popular election in a
democratic state, Bolshevism was not
a revolt against czarism and Russian
grand dukes. It was a revolution
nimed at the overthrow of another
revolution, which had already over.
thrown the ancient regime.

Russia was a republie, the czar was
a prisoner, the last surviving grand
duke was in exile, the land of Russla
had been confiscated and distributed
amongst the peasants before Lenin
took a hand in the government. Ha
rebelled against the new parliamen-
tary regime of which Kerensky, the
socialist, was chief. He grew con-
temptuous of the Volgas of rhetoric
which flowed from the first Russian
revolution. Endless talk which never
froze but which was nevertheless not
navigable. It carried nothing, it
turned nothing, it was all talk, It
could not tight and it would not make
peace. It undoubtedly had behind it

an overwhelmmg majority of duly

chosen represntatives of the Russian
people,

But Lenin had just as great a con-
tempt for the will of the people
as Mussolinl, He therefore enrolled
his followers (nto an army which
swept away the newly created parlia-
mentary system and substituted for
it a Cromwelllan regime, based on
organized force. It was the rule of
the armed sainta of communism.

The soviet system of election is a
farce. No man who Is opposed to
bolshevism has a chance of appear-
ing at the central assembly. Lenin
does mnot attempt “to conceal! kis
opinion that the pecple are not fit
to govern He does not believe in
democracy and he strangled demo-
cratie experiment ere #t has left its
cradle.

Bolshevism Teaches Sacrifice

Bolghevism s not a glgantic
plundering of propertied classes for
the benefit of the impecunijous prole
tariat. That {8 not an exhaustive,
even If it Is an accurate definition
of jta doctrines. It {a all that, but
ft 18 much more. It teaches the
proletariat to sacrifice everything for
the bolshevik state and its adherents
readlly sacrifice life, comfort, liberty,
at the behest of the roviet leaders,
All the miscalculations with regard
to bolehevismm have come from the
faflure to recegnize this dominant
factor in its eomposition. It ia the
apirit that animates fascism im Italy,
an as long as It continues, bolshevism
will rule Russia and fasclsm wili
govern Italy.

But they are both fatal to demao
cratic government. Lenin and Mus
solini allke despise parliamentarism
The bolshevik attitude towards dem-
ocratic institutions is stated unegul-
vocally by Trotsky In his famous re-
ply to Kautsky, the champlon of dem-
ocpatic soclalism:

"The path of soclalist 1deas, which
la wvisible through all deviatlons and
even betrayals, foreshadows no other
of the proletariat at the moment when
the latter Is strong enough to carry
out such a task.”

He quotes with approval Paul La
fargue's view of parllamentary gov-
ernment:

“Parllamentarism s a system of
government In which the people ac-
guires the illusion that it (s control-
ling the forces of the country (tself
when, in reality, the actual power Is
concentrated in the hands of the bour-
geolsie, and not even of the whole
bourgeoisia but only of certain sec-
tions of that class. "

Affer a violent attack on the par.
llamientary regime as an Instrument
of the bourgeosie, the celebrated
Russian bolshevist leader goes on:

“The soviet regime, which 8 more
closely, stralitly, honestly bound up
with the toillng majority of the peo-

ple, does achleve a meaning, not in
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1 depends on

statistically reﬂecting a majority but
in dynamically ecreating It."”

We know something of these antl
parllagentary methods of “dynamieal.
ly creating” a majority=—dungeon of
Peter and Paul in Russia and castor
ofl in Italy!

Bolshevism and Fascism.

Mussolinl does not deny that, al-
though the objects of bolshevism and
fascism are different, thelr methods
have much in common. A ‘recent
election, based on universal suffrage,
gave him 36 followers in a parliament
of 400 members. Under the parila-
mentary system he hardly counted as
a force, He was far from belng the
cholce of the democracy. He then
struck a Cromwellian attitude and in-
dulged {n Cromwellian phraseology.

But for the sacrifice of his followers
in the great war, Italy would have
been the vassel of the central powers
Thelr valor preserved Itallan liber-
ties, their volces must therefore he
paramount In determining how the
Italy they had preserved should be
governed. They could not any longer
permit the country for which they
had fought and for which 600,000 of
their comirades had lost thelr lives to
be misgoverned by a succession of
feeblse and Incompetent administra-
tionas.

If the ‘old-established political ma-
chines were too skilfully handled to
enable fasclsm to secure a majority
in parliament, so much the worse for
parllament. The “prating’” must, at
any cost, be stopped, Talkers must
“make room for better men,” so 100,
000 armed fascists march on Rome to
depose parllamentarism, Mussolini's
attitude towards parllament is best
given In his own words, as sum-
marized n & rellable report:

“The *party was accused & despls-
ing parllament. This was not the
casa Parliament had nearly ceased
to have any importance, owing to the
death wound dealt it by syndicalism
and journalism. Under the new elec-
toral law which he Intended to glve
the country, parllament would once
more became a living body. Fascign
was siill strong enough by itself and,
sald the prime minister, ‘1 do not
intend to sell my birthright for a mess
of pottage—~the collaboration of the
dregs of Itallan political life.' If col-
laboration was to be offered, It must
be wholehearted and uncritical—, ‘I
do not deny the people,’ S8ignor Mus-
solinl concluded, *their jus murmur-
andl, but this must not be exagger-
ated." "

Real Cromwellian Attitude.

There c¢an be no mistaking the
meaning of these words. The people
may exercise thelr right to murmur
In and through parliament, but that
limited right must *“not be exag-
gerated."” Fasclstn  was, ‘“strong
enough (n {(teelf,”” whatever parlia-
ment chose to do or not to do. This
is the real Cromwelllan attitude.

Spain now follows the example of
Russia, Italy and Bulgaria. The ex-
isting Spanish parllament was only
recently elected on a basls of unl
versal suffrage. There was a llberal
government in power which, judged
according to all constitutional usage,

ment, It did not, however, enjoy the
confidence of all classes In the coun-
try. What party government does?
But in this case opposition was power-
fully entrenched in the army com-
mand. That is also the case in other
lands, and that fact, once upon &
time, proved to be a serlous menace
to the life of the third republie in
France. 1t was saved by Clemencean,
Waldeck, Rousseau, Relnach, Zola and
many another strong man who believ-
ed in liberty.

In Spaln the army has succesafully
arrognted to itself the functions of
parliafentary majority. It has now
formed a government. The principle
of popular sovereignty expressed by
parliamentary institutions is set aside
in favor of the Cromwellian principle
that if major genarals are dissatisfied
with the working of thesa [nstitu-
tions they can at any moment atep
in to regulate them.

Which will be the next country?
Thesa coups have been attempted In
Germany by communists and reac-
tionaries {n their turn, but so far with
no success. The enemlies of demoe-
racy are still on the watch—perhaps
on the pounce. 1f things go badly for
Germany they will in all probability
spring their conspiracles, Will they
prevall? If so, which of them? Much
the answer which the
coming mofiths will give to these ques-
tions.

Danger to Democracy.

The spreading reaction against de.
moeracy s a serious movement which
needs careful watching in all coun-
tries It has the sympathy of ex-
tremists on the left as well as on the
right Only a few years ago the
British trades unions were temporarily
captivated by the idean and called it
“direct action.” The extreme con-
servative wing today does not con-
ceal its enthusiasm for Mussolinl and
his methods, The die-hardism which
brought the present government into
the world I8 zealously fascist In sym-
pathy. outlook, and more and more
in expression

Conservatism and N\n}ﬂfuilimﬂ”ill‘l
weorh formerly Iutou{nngmlﬂu terms.
But thut was in the days when the
mnjority of adults had no voice in the
waorking of the constitution. It is no
longer so. An increasing number
of conservatives s looking to-
wards unconstitutionnl methods for
security agninst changes which
demovracy may soon demand. It im
a dangerous hope to cherish. For this
weapon ls at hand for the commun

{st as well as the conservallve to
handle, If General 'rimero de Rivera
mved #t In Bpain, Lenin snatched
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enjoved the confidence of that parlia-

It ln Russla and his followers are
still wielding it with merciless power.

Democracy has ite faults, No doubt
they were at their worst In  [taly
when Mussolinl rose. But the great
iesson of war is that demoecratic in-
stitutions bear a prolonged national
strain where autocracy breaks down,
The natlons that snapped the axle
wera Russia first, then Bulgaria (a
dictatorship born of a coup d'etat),
then Turkey, then Austria, then Ger-
many—all of them autocratic govern.
ments. They fell according to the
degree of their autobracy.

The nations that stood the strain
without a break were the democrat-
jcally governed countries of Eritaln,
France and Italy. The United States
of America only came In late and
therefore it would be hardly fair to
quote them as an-exmple. Democratic
institutions are good or bad, according
to the quality of the people rrﬁu

whom they draw thelr power. hu‘
stream can ascgnd above its source,
If the people receive sound educa-]
tion, they can be trusted with the des
tinies of their country,

When an educated community errs,
it is generally on the side of eaution.
Bob Lowe's famous advice, given after
the carrying of Disraell's franchise
act half a century ago, still holds
good., “Let us now educate our mas.
ters."”

(Copyright, 1§23.)

Teddy Bear Is Safe

Nome, Sept, 22, — The auxiliary
schooner Teddy Bear, for which fears
were feit beause of a storm that this
week raged over Bering sea, is safe
at Teller, north of Nome, according
to word received here, A United
States geolcgical survey party from

Point Barrow, which was coming
south on the Teddy Bear, was un-
harmed, it was stated.
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FRY’S

CLOSING OUT SALE

(AT OUR PRESENT LOCATION)

GREATER EVERY DAY.
EXTRA PRICE ATTRACTIONS.

For a Big and Busy Weck

Prices Cut Deeply

EVERY PAIR MUST BE SOLD
STORE OPEN PROMPTLY AT 9A M,
BETTER BE HERE EARLY
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FINE HIGH TOP SHOES

Buy them now and prepare for a cold winter,
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NO CHARGES NO APPROVALS
NO C. 0. D.'s NO DELIVERIES
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AND COME EARLY
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It does better .work, stitches more evenly,
runs more quietly and is more reasonable in

prce than other high-grade machines,
eases beautifully finished in golden onk,
foot power and eleetrie,
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package
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Introducing to Omaha Women

The Famous

ELorence Two Spoor
Rotary Sewing Machine

To meet the demand of Omaha women for a high-
quality machine at a popular
one of the most efficient machines on the market—one
that insures lasting
TWO-SPOOI,

price, we have installed

satisfaction—THE ELDREDGE
ROTARY.
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The Outstanding Features
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troublesome bobbin—has an automatie tension and
improved presser Yoot—making it lighter running,
imprn\'cd presser foot,

ROTARY sews
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Vindex Special $24.75

1924 Model Vindex Special, high arm, drop head,
set

]nl‘il't‘nl 524.75.
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steel attachments, guaranteed 10 vears,
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Every Machine Purchase d During Opening Week
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$]5 trade in allowance on '...wd
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