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Natives of India’s Wild Hills Continue
Heads and Even Flaying Them Alive to
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wayside
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graven
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worships.
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Typlcal natives of the hill re- A
gion north of Burma, where
head hunting and human sacri-

Sy fices persist in spite of
o ™ everything the British
. -
o government can do
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Entrance to the Shive Dagon Pagoda,
in Rangoon, one of India’s most
magnificent places of worship

thelr lives tn renouncing the world and

thinking pious thoughts sit and sleep

. beds of spikes. Sometimes thesa

spikes are placed inafide a pair of wooden
stand

A prominent feature in

shoea in which they

these arcetic
head downwards,

m the bough of

practices la hanging
ispended fro A tree or A

puititabile framework, for |'r‘|}.:|}-5- hours
at a time
Foven geverer forms of voluntary tor-

ture are also known, as when a man tiss
his arm to n support, such as a light
bamhboo, s0 a8 to keep it ereot overhead.
At last the limb, reduced to a

shrunken and rigid condition, refuses to

disused

be lowered again to its natuaral position.
When both the
subject becomens n helpless eripple, en-
tirely dependent for everything upon the
kindness of others

arms are a0 dealt with

hopping Off Their Neighbors’
Appease the Evil Spirits and

Win Favor From
the Good Ones

An Indian religious fa-
Elh'c - o ended
y hanging susp

by thmeu for hours
at a time in the burning
heat of the tropical sun.
This will, he believes,
help win the forgive-
ness of heaven for his

sins
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All tortures,
ineluding  burial alive
for five or six weeks,
are self-inflicted.
They cannot be
compared with
the deeds of the
northern hill dis-
tricts, wnere the
superstitious kill
their fellow men.
Human sacrifice
has always been
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these

more or less con-
nected with the
raligious ceremo-
nies of primitive
peoples, and nu-
instances
mentionad in

merous

f it are

the Bible. Abraham, it
will be remembered,
rame near slaying his son

Jacob on the mountain, and
we know that in Ur of the
Chaldees in Abraham’s time the tem-
ple of the strange Moon God was the
scene of countlesa terrible sacrifices. The
blood of human victims is believed to
have run so freely on the altars that
gutters and dralns had to be construct-
ed to earry it away.

The problem of putting an end to these
eruel human eacriflces is being wrestled
with to-day by the ruling authorities in
the Fiji Islands, the African jungles and
other partas of the world, as well as in
the hill regions of India.

In Afriea the purpose,of human sac-
rifice la the =ame as it is in India—to
strengthen alliance with the supernat-
ural world. A typleal sacrifice in the
Congo reglon {s descrfbed by a mis-
slonary :

“The savages allowed themselves the
luxury of two or three human sacrifices
n week. This coremohy wan the oceaslon
of publie rejoleing.

“The econdemned psrson, filrmly se-
cured, is permitted to witne=sa the height
of foy which his death is to bring. At
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length they untie him, make him sit on
& log slightly raised from the ground, his
arms hanging beside his body, his hands
fastened to the ground by means of
forked sticks whose extremities are se-
curely fastened in the soil.

“Suddenly the crowd {s silent; the vil-
lage sorcerer has appeared. In his wool-
ly hair more than two hundred feathers
of fferent colors are arranged artis-
tically to form an enormous headdress:
two white circular marks surround the
eves, which thereby acquire extraordi-
nary brightness.

“The sorcerer advances with short
steps, swinging his feathery mane, hold-
ing in his nervous hand the terrible exe-
cution knife that must sever the head
with a single blow; and he stops and
greets the wretch whom he has to exe-
cute,

“Then, as though selzed with madness,
he goes through contortions that no pen
could describe; he tosses himself about
like one porsessed, leaps, doubles up, ad-
vances so gently, so much like a reptile,
that you cannot perceive any movement
of his feet. The crowds applauds.

“But silence is restored the moment
the fatal knife is raised. The sorcerer
then begins a rhythmic chant; it is the
chant of death. Thus singing and ges-
ticulating, he approaches his victim, who
15 a helpless witness of these prepara-
With white chalk he marks a
line around the victim's neck—Iit {s there
he will strike when the time arrives.

“Twice brandishing the knifa, he
touches the condemned man's neck with
it. The chant is ended; with a leap the
sorcerer approaches the vietim and
again steps back; twice more his arm
strikes the alr by way of trial.

“Then the knife is lowered and a sin-
gle stroke cuts off the head, which the
bent pole sends rolling far away.

“With a shout the crowd leaps on the
body. All is over; soon the savages will
joyfully return to thelr homes to dis-
cuss with interest all the horrid detalls
of the sight they have witnessed.”

tions.




