DeathOpens
Way to New
Iead ler ship

Warren G. Harding Would
Have Been Renominated
Even Against His
Will,

Coolidge Cai Set Record

By MARK SULLIVAN,

Washington, Aug. 11.—We have
now arrived at a sufficient distance
from somber memories so that it need
involve no violence to sentiment to
discuss the effect of Harding's death
4 on the fortunes of the republican
party in the near future and on the
whole political outlook for next year.
If Harding had lived he would have
been the next republican nominee.
Not that he particularly wished it.
On the contrary, his temperament and
personal taste wished otherwise. Re-
peatedly, in the confidence of personal
intimacies, he expressed lack of any
eagerness of appetite for another
term of power. Sometimes he went
further and expressed actual reluct-
ance to be again the nominee. On
one occasion, in the course of writing
& paper intended to be made public,
he included a sentence to the effect
that, in his belief, the president
chould serve but one term, and that
he would be glad to have the custom
begin with himself. He did not say
whether he thought the single presi-
dential term should be four years or
six years. His mind was not intent
on, that, It was wholly focussed on
faking public what he meant to be
a practically formal abdication, so far
as a second term for himself was con-
cerned. He wrote this with his own
hand and meant it to reach the pub-
He., But before it did so it came to
the attention of persons close to him
who convincad him that he ought not
at that time to make a final commit-
ment of purpose in a field in which
other individuals besides himself and
other interests had a legitimate atake
—his party, his friends and intimates,
ths good of the party and the possi-
ble arising of unforesean events, And
#o Harding permitted those few sen-
tences to be eliminated from the
paper. They are still in existence in
his own handwriting, in the posses-

sion of one of his intimates.

No Lust for Power.

Harding d4id not care for renom!ina-
tion. He did not care for office as
such. He had no lust for power. He
was mora fres from that tralt of
character which luxuriates in high
office than any other man within the
\ writer's rather large acquaintance

with men who have held high posi-
tions.

Not only d4id Harding have no ap-
petite for the enjoyment of power or
office as such, he was equally free
from another trait which frequently
leads men to hold on, to think their
continuance in office is indlapensable.
Harding had no pet theories about
the country or the universe. He had
great causes that he wanted to
put through. The ship subsidy as a
means of creating a great American
merchant marine came as close to
this sort of thing as anything else
that ever was in Harding's mind, and
the ship subsidy had become Impossi-
ble. Harding had no notlon that
there was something he must do to
save the world. That was not hls
conception of the presidency or his
relation to it. He rather thought of
himself as an engineer who mounts
the cab at one station, pllots It safely
and on schedule time to tha next, and
then steps down. He never had the
faintest notion that he was any hetter
man than the next who would step
into the cab. He had a serene con-
fidence that the country was full of
Marions and of men from Marion who
eould lead the country as well as he
eould.

Would Take Renomination.

Nevertheless, although Harding dld
not care for renomination, he was
gring to take it, When the subject
was discussed with his intimates last
¥ebruary he said that time certainly
was too early for him to make an an-
nouncement. That was tha only hasis
for the statement widely eirculated
then that he had definitely declded to
bea a candidate for re-election., What
he actually said was that he would
not then make any formal announce-
ment and that he would walt before
taking a formal publio position one

way or the other until about the time
Mﬂu congress should come Into ges-
again next December, Actually,

however, ths thing was settled In his

own mind, in the minds of his friends

and in the minds of most of the par-

ty leaders. The consensus of their
dlgcussion was that Harding must

taka the renomination, even though

! personally that course should not co-
Inecide with his Indlyidual taste, It
was fellt that the needs of the party
made it imperative, For him to step
aside eould not fafl to ha Interpreted
by his political enemies and by much
mors of the public as being In the
Pature of a confession, both as to his
own administration and as to the par
ty generally—a confesslon which
would amount to saying that the par-
ty had not done very well these four
vears, but would ask tha public to
glve them another four years under
a Alfferent leader. Such an attitude,
the party leaders knew, would in It-
self make for fallure in the election.
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There was an additional reason
why the older party leaders held
Harding to the program of renomin-
ation, If he had stepped aside there
would have been a ecramble for the
nomination. And there is too much
danger—as the older party leaders
looked at it—of such a scramble hav-
ing an unfortunate outcome. They
thought that in the event of such a
free-for-all contest the nomination, to-
gether with the control of the party
machinery, might fall Into the hands
of soma of the newer and more radi

cal elements. They felt {t was better
that the party should stand by Hard-
ing and Harding's policies, even
though in doing so they might be
compelled to expect to ‘take a lick-
ing." To “take a licking'"” occasion-
ally !a part of the accepted dlscipline
of the more stable party leaders.
They thought; of the republican
party as esséntially conservative;
they knew that the conservative
party cannot possibly win every elec-
tion, and they were entirely willing
to acceppt defeat in 1924 as ona of

incidents nof destiny
fall into the

the ordinary
rather than let the party
control of other elements.

Situation Changed.

Let us now see to what extent the
situation has bhéen changed through
the removal of Harding, not by hie
own action but by a somber fate.

Immediately after Harding's death
ft was a common assumption, in
such discussion aa took place within
the limits of decent sentiment, that
his death, politically speaking, wns
effuivalent to his abdication, That fs
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What's the Best Title for This Picture? Worth $5

We're not quite ecertain whether
the falr Jullet in the plcture is say-
ing, “What's in a Name?" But if she
is we hasten to assure her that there
is the usual $5 in the cleverest name
for this picture, and another £ to
ba distributed among the flve persons
winning other prizes.

Contestants must observe the fol.
lowing rules:

Writa your titls for the plcture on
& postcard, sign your mame and ad-
dress, and mail to the Title Editor,
Omaha Bee, Omaha, Nebraska.
Submit as many titles as you wish,
but each must be written on a sep-
arate posteard.

The postcard should reach the Ti
tle Editor before Wednesday,

No title may contaln more than 12
words,

Last week's lce man with his
dwindling load seems to have tracked

his way to many a eontestant's
funny spot., Here are soma of the
consequences:

First Prize.

“The Lightweight Champlon In
Line for a Knockout.” Mrs. N, E.
Nordquesi, 4740 North Fortleth
street,

Other Prizes.
“Just-ice?"’ Mrs. Bert B. Hine, 108

Austin apartments, Omaha.
“The Disappearance of a Gem of

the Firat Water.”” Missa T. Hron,
318 South Twenty-sixth street.
“That Won't Even Rattle the
Piteher, 80 Ruth Must Keep Fan
ning."” R. T. Mills, Grinnell, Ia.
“A Bhort Weight for a N.ice Man."

Harry Sherwood, Atlantle, Ia.
‘“"He Saw By Her Face That He'd
Carried the Thing Too Far." C. B

COoOL%.

pa——y i pr—

Nelson, Box 133, Atlantie, Ia,
Honorable Mention.

“An Yee-bound Roast.” C. W, Purinton,
Wnaco, Neb.

“Whersa Tongs Cut Soma Tce" Mre C.
B. Clements. Wymeres, Neah

“"Much Ado *About Nothing, or Very
Near 1. Lucila Nordquest, Geneva, Nab

“Dld SolY Takes the Lion's Share.”
John Kastl, 1721 BSouth Twelfth slreet,
Omaha

“Thoere was a Littla Coolnesas Betweean

Them™ NMra, . H _Baxtar, 412 fouth
Twenty-sixth street, Omaha.

“America Barring an Icelander From
Entering for Underweight.” B8, Crary,
1622 SBpencer strest, Omaha.

“Another Tong War.” P, Prinea, 310

Wisner,

Eouth Eightsanth wstrest,
“Reducing,” E. Eatom, Nab,
‘ Well Met." L H.
2628 Bouth Ninstesnth street,

‘A’ "Hall Fellow
Columbus, Neb,
for a Bhort Weight ™

Hansan,
“A Long Walt
Mrs, W. R. Johnson, 128 North Thirty-
Omaha.
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to say, that on Harding's death the
situation became a free-for-all race,
just as it would have beocme If

Harding, still living, had stepped
aside. It was the assumption that
just as msoon as a sufficient time

should elapse to escape doing violence
to sentiment mome half a dozen hats
would be thrown into the ring from
surh men—or from the friends of
such men—as Hiram Johnson, ex-
Governor TLowden of 1linois, Gen.
Leonard Wood, Senator James Wat-
son, ex-Senator Albert Be\'ei‘idge_.
Senator Borah, Governor Plnchot of
Pennsylvania, Senator Wadsworth of
New York, Senator Medill Me-
Cormick of Tilinois and some others.

It may be that this s the correct
assumption. It may bhe that as
things stand a week after Harding's
death the republican presidential
situation for next year is a free-for-
all race, It may be that one or some
or all of these men, or other men,
or the friends of some of them may
shortly make formal announcement
of candidacies for the republican
nomination.

Coolidge and Roosevelt.

It ts worth while, however, to con-
sider an entirely different alternative,
centering wholly about the perapnal-
ity of President Coolidge and his im-
mediate future. Thia possthility s
that President Coolidge may achieve
toward the party that same {nevita-
bility which the dead president had.
Those who follow this theory base it
largely on the analogy to Roogevelt in
1904,

But 1t must he remembered that the
time when Roosevelt stepped into the
presidency as the successor of McKin-
ley was only six months after the
administration of McKinley had be-
gun; whereas Coolidge makes his
entry under similar -circumstanaes
two years and five months after the
administration had begun. To pnut |t
in other words, Roosevelt, when he
ascended to the presidency !n 19801,
had two years and nine months be-
fore the following presidential nomina.
tion—two years and nine months In
which to intrench himself and to let
his acts so commend him that his re-
nomination to a second term becams
inevitable. Coolidge, on the other
hand, has but 10 months in which to
achieve this sort of Intrenchment in
party organization and in public
favor. Coolidge took office on the 3d
of August. The republican nominat-
ing convention will take place during
the first 10 days of next June, which
glves Coolidge but 10 months to ac-
complish what Roosevelt had two
years and nine months to accom:
plish 1in.

Everything depends on whether
Coolidge by his own efforts, or by
the course of events, shall accom-

plish this elevation in popular favor.

In a sense, the death of Harding
does what many republican party
leaders would have been willing or
even glad to do, it it had been possl-
ble, with Harding still living. In this
sense Harding's death has the effect
of taking him out of the situation
without at the same time carrving
the liabilities which would have been
inherent In any stepping aside by
Harding of his own will™ Such a step-
ping aside by Harding would unes-
eapably hav: carried implieations of
weakness, It would have implied on
the part of Harding anfl the party an
attitude which would have getmed to
sny: “We confess that we are not
now in high favor; we confess that we
fear defeat; but we are changing
horses and we ask the country to
glve us a trial with the new leader.'

Such an atlitude the republican
leaders were unwilling to take and
wollld not have taken. They had dis-
cussed it and had decided to avold it.

But by the death of Harding this
change of leadership is accomplished
without any implications In the na-
ture of confession as to the past or
fear of failure in the future. The
party now has A new leader without
any liabllities. He has all the assets
of the party, while on the lability
alde the sheet I8 perfectly clean.
Coolldge, if it {s possible within so
short A space as ten months, can
make an entirely new record for the
administration and for the party. Not
only are the president and the party
now free from all the weight of eriti-
clam that has grown up {n two and a
half years, hut in addition to that, {f
President Coolidge has the genius to
do it, and If the course of events is
reasonably favorable, it s a possibll-
ity for Coolidga and the party to
make a record which, instead of being
the subject of criticism and disfavor
proceeding from the present state of
mind of the country,. may give satis-
faction to that state of mind.

Time Is Short.

Of course, the time is very short.
The party record and tha whole
body of facts upon which the publie
will pass next year consists of the
Individual acta of the pgesident
coupled with the acts of the admin-
Istration generally, and in addition it
coneists of the actions of the republi-
can senate and house. Not only that,
but Coolidge will only be able to make
the maxumum of favorable impres-
tlon by asserting A leaderszhip of his
party In congress and the country.
Coolidge's Individual acts as presi-
dent. no matter how well concelved
or how happy the clrcumstances,
alone can hardly make up A record
sufficlent to be the basis of an appeal
to the country for the electirn of a
republican predident, senats and
housa next year, To his individual

record and the record of his cabinet|lation to the house and senate, and
Coolidge must add something in the|also a record made by the republican
nature of a record by him in his re-|congress {tsell,
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Quality Tires
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at Unheard of
PRICES

30x314 Fabric ...........$ 6.90
30x3s Cord w........... 9.95
32x4 Cord .............. 16.65
32x41% Cord ............ 27.10

Other sizes at equal values.
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National Reputation

THE TUBE SHOP

“SERVICE PLUS”
2043 Harney St.

BUY YOUR TIRES

from a regular dealer--and get tires
of reputation for quality and service

of real mileage, satistaction and dealer-service.
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Oldfield is the only American tire to win the famous event in three
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European Road Race, the French Grand Prix-—the only

tire to win and hold the records in every notable

BUY THESE WONDERFUL TIRES NOW WHILE OUR
SIZES COMPLETE. LET US DEMONSTRATE OUR
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Tirestone

SERVICE
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. $ 33.00

33.80

34.80

years—the only set of tires to make an

official highway record of over 34,000 miles before
speed first tire gave way. i -
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