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France Now in
*  German Role

in War of 1871

People Solidly Behind De-
mand for Reparations But
Not Militaristic—Ig.
norant of Facts.

By MARK SULLIVAN,

London, June 16.—When I am cab-
ling from Paris I-fall into the way—
or at least I did before I learned to
avold it—of saying "“the French,” In
a sense in which, when the average
person at home in America reads the
dispatch, Is seriously misleading.

I talk, let us say, to a French
authority, and he tells me that the
official intention of the present
French government {s—to take a
hypothetical example — to oppose
America's efforts for the reduction of
armament., Thereupon 1 say—and
most other writers do the same—that
“France will oppose limitation of
armament.”

Yet, in truth, the fact may be that
the bulk of the French people may
dislike conscription as heartily as
Americans do. But, being without
information, the French people feel
obliged to follow their government—
although, in fact, they may be, and
often are, far from having complete
faith in it, Meantime the American
reader has pictured the 40,000,000
French people as belng militarists,

Difference in Meaning.

This sort of thing happens a dozen
times every day. We used to say
“Germany,” or “the Germans,” was
doing this, that or the other, where-
as, in fact, it was the kalser. And
right now, every week, it happens
that something Important occurs in
the relations between France and
Britain. We newspaper writers say
that “France” or “the ¥French'" did
thia and "“Britain" or “the British"”
Whereas, in truth, not
more than a few people In each
country had any connection with it
or any knowledge of it until after It
had happened.

The separation in European coun-
tries between the people and who-
ever at the time happen to compose
the government Is greater than can
be realized by the aversge Ameri-
eans, because in our Sountry the ad-
miinistration is aware of the®constitu-
tional checks upon {t, and, also, the
knowledge of public affairs is infinite-

1y more widespread among our
people,
Individual Acts.
At the Paris conference, and be-

fore It and since it, a good many
things which have puzzled and glven
deep coneern to the American people
have been done in the name of
“France” or “the French,' whereas,
In fact, they were done by one indi-
wvidual or, at most, a few individuals,
chiefly Parisians, or, at least, with
the merely Parisian point of view.
Those actions in magy cases, are as
far as possible from what the 40,000,
000 French people would say or do
or feel If they had the opportunity
of expression and the information on
which to hase thelr judgment or thelr
gmotion. The French government at
Paris is one thing, and frequently the
simple, stutdy, sensible peopls of
France, scattered on a million farms
‘and in thousands of provineclal vil-
lages and ecitles, are another thing.
Now, one should avoid eausing an
fncorrect inference. As regards the
one large aspect of French policy
which is now to the front, namely,
reparations, there is no material dis-
©repancy between the attitude of the
&‘renrh government, and that of the
rench people, At least, there is no
discrepancy on the fundamental ques-

Omahans on Pilgrimage
to Abode of Ancestors

Thomas R. Porter, 3324 Davenport
street. special newspaper writer, with
his wife and the heir apparent to the
Porter name and fortunes, has gone

east on a pilgrimage to the ablding
place of his ancestors in Plymouth,
Mass,

Porter, jr., has now attained the
age of 4, and his father decreed that
the time had come to observe a long-
established family custom of rocking
the youngster in the family eradle
brought over by Ancestor Dr. Samuel
Fuller about 1623,

Won't Allow Risk.

Not only will Mr. Porter lay his son
in the historic cradle, but he declares
he himself will be rocked in it if this
i8 at all possible. Judging by the
pieture, Mr, Porter will have some
difficulty in placing his 240 poundg
In the ecradle. Besides, Miss Alice
Noyea of New Haven, Conn,, the
present owner, and the Pllgrim So-
clety of Plymouth, present custodian,
will not allow Mr. Porter to put the
cradle to the perilous test,

The cradle 1s kept In a plate glass
case in the fireproof structure of the

tion that Germany should pay—what-
ever the French people might think
of some of the angles and complexi-
tice of that situation whieh are in-
troduced into it by some French busl-
ness interests, some French politl-
clans and some French militrists,

Peasant Remembers,
The French people want Germany

to pay. They want that money. They
have no Information about the
amount, no statistics abhout the cost

of restoring devastated France or
about the capacity of Germany to
pay. To the French peasant all that
Is astronomical, But what the French
peasant does know and remember—
remembers as only a simple people
can remember who tell old storles hy
fhe fireside and pass ancient tales
down from father to son; a people
who don't read newspapers or go to
the movies, whose whole dramatlc
emotion is fed by fireside tales of
their own experiences—what Is re-
membered by the Freneh peasant is
that in 1871 Germany made France
pay. Germany, on the occasion when
it was conqueror and had France
down, named a sum It suited it to
exact, named it without any argu-
ment, and kept Its army In France
until the French people dug the en-
tire sum out of Its stockings and
paid it

That {s what the French people
remember. That is why they now
stand solidly behind thelr govern-
ment in the demand that Germany
should pay. On the plea that it is
necessary to make Germany pay the

Pilgrim society and will be removed
from the case at Mr. Porter's re-
quest,

It js still in excellent shape and
bears testimony to the wealth and
importance of Dr. Fuller in his day
nnd genern&on.

First Physiclan,

Age has turned the wood a mellow,
brownish color, and there are marks
of wear left by its former occupants,
Antique nails, hand-made, hold it to-
gether in some places, while wooden
pegs are used in other parts. The
turned post-tops and spindles and the
ornamental canopy bear witness to
the importance of the Fuller family.

Dr Samuel Fuller was the first
physiclan to come to New England to
live. Shortly before coming, he mar-
ried his third wife, Bridget Lee.
Shortly thereafter, in 1620, he sailed
for America with the Pilgrims, leav-
Ing his wife behind. Bhe came over
in 1623.

Upon the arrival of the Porter par-
ty, the dust-proof glass case will be
opened by skilled workmen and the
cradle will be set out for the cere-
many.

French government can get its peo-
ple to support practically any meas-
ure that the government savs is
necessary.

Don't Know Facts,

But on another aspeet of the policy
of* the present French government
there might be a good deal less una-
nimity of support from the Brench
people If the people had access to all
the facts.

The French government tells the
French people that Germany s still
a4 menace, that the Getmans may any
day come swarming over the horder
again. On that plea the French gov-
ernment can frighten the French peo-
ple Into enduring consecription and
standing up to the enormous taxation
necessary to malntain France's im-
mense army. When the French gov-
ernment (although it says it can't pay
the Interest on the debt due to us in
America) loans $20,000,000 toe Poland,
in order to enahble Poland to buy artil
lery from the French munition manu
facturers—which, In turn is explained
on the ground that [t (s necessary to
keep the French cannon factories go-
Ing—when the French government
does that, It is accepted by the French
people as one detall of the necessity of
defense against a Germany that pay
fight agaln tomorrow.

Another Cycle,

Agaln, the French government
spends some hundreds of millions of
francs on establishing and maintain.
ing alr armament., It !s so large, so
out of proportion, that it alarms
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Great Britain., Thereupon Britain
feels compelled to have as large an
alp fleet as France has. Britain hates
to spend the money. She ia already
enduring an annual taxation which
amounts to nearly §100 a year for
every man, woman, child and haby in
the country—say, $500 a famlily,
Britain feels It is especially unfair to
force her to this aditional expendi-
ture when wshe s paving her debt
to the United Statés and France is
not—France is building her alp fleet
with money she ought to he paying to
America. But Britaln must spend the
money, because France sets the pace.
Britain doesn't like tp say that this
imense air force Is a military menace
to England. Britain doesn't like to
assume that France would attack
her. But the possessiop oflso superior
a force creates in the French govern-
ment a pasychology that may at any
time express itself in an unreasonahble
arrogance in France's diplomatie rela.
tlona with Britain, Great Britain
feels she cannot afford to let the
disparity he permanent. And so she
epends the money. And, what |s
worse, so hegins another eyele of
that old vice of competitive armament
~—the same sort of thing which kept
Britain bullding each year at least
as many warships as Germany built,
The ultimate outcome of such cycles
everybody knows,
French Press Explains.

To the French people the French
government (and the government-in-
spired French press) explains the im-
mense air force and the Immense army
and the continuation of conscription
when evervhody elge (including
the French people as distinet from
the French government) is sick of it
—to the French people the French
government explains all this on the
ground that Germany may fight
again tomorrow. The degree to which
Germany has been rpigidly disarmed
by a disarmament commission com-
posed of her late enemies, the extent
to which every haystack in Germany
has been searched for concealed rifles,
all that and the whold question of
whether or not Germany could fight
another war— all that is a question
for expert military judgment, The
French peasant and the French tax-
payer can't possibly know.

Real French Feeling.

On the question of the real feeling
of France, as distinet from what Paris
decrees, there is light In some ob.
servations by a writer in “The London
Express,” who made a trip into the
typically and genulnely French coun-
tryside, which, in point of view and
habit of thought, differs more from
Parle than any other country differs
from its capital, These extracts from
the correspondent's observations are
Muminating:

“It s between town and eountry
populations that the difference les
deepest. More than halt the whole
peopla still live in small eommunities,
nand of the urban population probably
half live In small, oldfashioned
towns.

“The natural result of these con.
ditlona is that most people In
France take littla interest in poll.
tica from day to day. They accept
more or less fatalistieally whatever
is decreed for them in Paris. When
great decislons are taken suddenly
it & almost pathetic to see tha be-
wilderment with which the news {sw
recelved. In the days immedintely
preceding the occupation of the
Ruhr I was amazed myself at being
stopped by country people along the
roadsides and in litdle shops here
in Brittany and asked-—because 1
wias a forelgner who was known
to have been In Paris not long be
fore—could I assure them there
was no dgnger of a general mobil
ization,

Peasants Patriotle,

“In thelr politics both the local
papers are even more {rreconcila-
bly patriotic than the great Paris
papers. Thelr Paris editors serve
up the news and views that are
communieated to them from official
sources each day with a patriotio
rectitude that leaves nothing to be
donired. There I8 no better way of
watching the official attitude in
Paris than to study these carefully
edited bulletina In the provineial
press,

“On the question of the Ruhr
they have falthfully reflected each
phase of the evolution of M. Poin-

June 17, 1923.—Page 2-A

care's policy. And the
country people really be.
Heved what they were told and ex-
pected ‘that the france would rise at
last. ‘

“Yet confidence remains unshaken,
Had the franc bheen allowed to fall,
as it would naturally hawve fallen,
the effects would have been In-
tensely demoralizing. Had another
clngs been called to the colors there

would have been Dbitter feeling
among the young men, and per-
haps riots in some of the towns.

But a claes has already been de-
maobilized and the paniec fear of mo-

bilization has passed. away. Tha
frant has been brought back by
government manipulation 8
The French government has done
ita window-dressing with =skill,"

\ “French” Sick of War.
It is a frequent charge that “the

French have become milltaristie,”
that France has set out on a pompous
course of setting herself up perma-
nently as the dominant power of Ea-
vope, after the manner of the Napo-

leons. If by "the French' {8 meant
the French people, the French men
who do the (fighting, the French
fathers who see thelr sons c¢con-
scripted, the French mothers who pro-
vide the "“cannon fodder'—if it is
these who are meant by the loosely
used phrase ‘“the French" and
"France,"” then the charge Is not

true, The French people are as sick
of war as the rest of us.

But if it {8 meant that the present
French government is militaristic, or
if it he meant that there is a power-
ful military glique of generals and
what-not who want to malntain the
French military tradition, then that
Is another matter. Even in this re.
stricted sense the charge is disputed
by many friends of the French cause.
It is hard to tell, It Is hard to bhe
just, It i8 hard to draw the line he-
tween the honest motive and the
specious one. It {8 not readily con-
cefvable that the French government
or the French military leaders or the
French munition manufacturers are
sincere when they say—as Briand sald
at the Washington conference when
he wanted to justify his refusal to
discuss land disarmament—that Ger-
many might attack France again to-
mMorrow.

Really Fear Germany.

At the game tlme, you ecan rondll’
understand yHat these leaders honestly
apprehend that Germany might fight
agnin 20 vears from now and might
belleve most carnestly that it is in-
dispensable Tor them to maintaln the
military tradition among the French
people and the willilngness to main-
tain conscription,” even If it i® neces.
|gary to scare the French people with
i‘hn fear that Germany may fight
again tomorrow,

Stimulating Poland.

In any event, all talk about the
word “militaristle” and the whole
question of motive = splitting hairs
keeping up {ts army, manufactur-
ing munitions far beyond [ts needs,
bullding an air fleet equal to all the
other alr forces of the world combin
ed; France conscripting
its own white man power, it s arm
ing the of Africa in a way
that causes the gravest to
every person who has a thought
about the future.

8till further, the French govern-
ment and the French military lead-
era are stimulating to follow
French example. For the armies of
thosa little countries France pro
viding French officera, French muni
|tions and French money, The other
day Cieneral Foch, Inspecting the
Polish army and making a triumphal
tour through that ecountry, looked
upon the Polish bables In the achools
and expressed gratification over the
high birth rate. It is not very elevat-

not only |=

blacks
oconcern

are tn provide the cannon fodder f--rl
another war, the commendation of the
more aimple Pollsh women for having |
the large famil®s that French moth
ers refuse to have.

Also, even If the present motive of |
these French leaders {s merely one of |
defense for France, everybody knows
the day will eome, the circumstances |
will arise, when that motive will be- |
come aggreasive The I.-ych.-h-p_\'i

| The fact is that France s not nr:lyl

the |

Dr. Emelia H. Brandt
Heads Chamber Women

Dr. Emelia H., Brandt, who was
elected president of the women's di-
vision of the Chamber of Commerce
Friday night.

which comes with having a gun when
no one else has one {s inevitable,

Tried to Wreck Conference.

America belleves powerfully in the
limitation of armament. Our people
hold that belief, our leaders express
it. Our leaders expressed {t when
they called the Washington Confer-
ence for the Limitation of Arma-
ments. To that purpose the French
Bovernment made not one contribu-
tion, either of sympathy or act. On
the contrary, the French government
tried to wreck it. They nearly did
wreck It entirely; they actually did
prevent the disccussion of land arma-
ment, they actually did prevent the
limitation of submarines which the
others in the conference acutely wish-
ed for.

For this action of the French EOV-
ernment there was a disposition n
Ameriea to express disapproval of the
French people, to express it by with-
drawing the aid that has been flow-
ing from every American village to
the French people in the shape
of alms of one mort or another., It
|wm|5d have been unfalr, it would have

wen penalizing bahbies for the acts of
||mi.".-'. ins: and yet it might have been
& good way to call the attention of

the French peaple foreibly to what
its government is doing. to put the
French peaple on Inquiry, to make
| them understand the feeling of the

American people.
' Talk Over Heads of Government.

It our people believe in the lmita-
tion of armament, if they support Mr,
| Harding and Mr. Hughes in the pur.
Is-c-m" for which the Washington Con-
ference was called, if our people have
their hearts In that purpose, they
wuld stand up to it One wishes

| there was some way to speak to the
| French people over the heads of their
|L'1-n-|r'.n,-r|: and over the head of
:t!:r-:_— government-inspired press. One
| man, Wilson, once had the power to

| talk over the heads of governments
to the peoples of the world, but he
any single voice like
the American people

lnat | ine
inat It. K

| that anything

ing to put your imagination on what |cean do express their disapproval
must have been in Foch's head, the|of militarism will be useful and iusti-
satisfied exalting over little Polish|fled. One way will be to ¥

insist on

bables who twenty years from now|the payment of the maney France

owes us, To a France that will help
us In our purpose to limit armament
it would bhe harmless and even
humane and becoming to remit the
debt. But to remit it to a French gov-
ernment 1t s bent on filling Ger-

me
petitive

1¥'s old role of pace-setter in com-
armament would merely en.
able that government to go further in
which weé profoundly disbelieve.

i Cop "'P'.' 1931.)

Women Spend 134 Years Primpi\ng

Questionnaire Anawered
Shows Average Time
Is 45 minutes a Day.

by Northwestern Coeds
Spent in “Beautifying”

Evanston, Ill, June 3 —Women
spend one and threo‘faurlhl‘ years of
their adult lives trying to kesp beau-
tiful.

That is, that's the general average
arrived at by means of a question-

naire submitted to the pretty and
homely eo-eds of Northwestern uni-
versity, ‘The pretty co-eds, it was
learned, spend more time primping
than their less beautiful sisters,

The average for the co-eds was setl
at 45 minutes a day. This is divided
up as follows:

Fifteen minutes for primping upon
ariging in the morning.

Fifteen one minuts periods during
the day ubed In powdering and keep-

ing the ghine down.

Fifteen minutes at night before re-
tiring.

“The latter period I8 ehortened

sometimes,'’ one of the guestionnalre.
replies said, “If the date lasted longer
or bed time came later becausé of

studies, It's made up In the morning,
however,”

The nquestionnalre was common-
place enough until a mathematical
shark got hold of It and flgured that
the 45 minutes of primping per day

amounted to 273.95 hours a year, or
a little over 11.40 days annually.

Assuming that girls begin primping
At the age of 15, and they live to
the Biblical age of “three-score anpd
ten,"” women In their §6th year of
adult life give up 15,056,25 hours, or
a Jittle more than 627.234 davs, to
beautifying themselves

Thues, the mathematical cn-ed
figured that woman spends 1.71 219-
365 years at her toilet.

“Is it worth {t?" the questionnajre
nsked.

“Yes,” was the unanimous reply:

"but we wouldn't care to do it all In
one stretch.”

Are you reating the Brisbane
column appearing daily in this paper?
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