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- ONE OF OURS

By WILLA CATHER.
Famous Nebraska Author.

{Continwed From Yesterday.)
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i CHAPTER XII.

A ralny autumn night; Papa Joubert
#at reading his paper. He heard a
heavy pounding on his garden gate,

ng off his slippers, he put on
the wooden sabots he kept for ‘mud,
shuffled across the dripping garden,
and opened the door into the dark
street. Two tall figures with rifles
and kits confronted him. In a mo-
ment he began embracing them, call-
ing to his wife:

“Nom de diable, Maman, c’est Da-
vid, David et Claude, tous les "deux!”

Sorry-looking soldiers they appear-
ed when they stood in the candle-
light—plastered with clay, their met-
al hats shining like copper bowls,
their clothes dripping pools of water
upon the flags of the kitchen toor.
Mme, Joubert kissed their wet cheeks,
and monsieur, now that he could
see them, embraced them again,
Whence had they come, and how had
it fared with them, up there? Very
well, as anybody could see, What did
they want first—supper, perhaps?
Their room was alwavs ready for
them; and the clothes they had left
were In the big chest.

David explained that their shirts
had not once been dry for four days;
and what they most desired was to
be dry and to he clean, Old Martha,
already in bed, was routed out to
heat water. M. Joubert cavrried the
big washtub upstairs, Tomorrow for
conversation, he said; tonight for re-
pose. The boys followed him and
began to' peel off their wet uniforms,
eaving them in two sodden piles on
the floor. There was one hath for
both, and they threw up a coin to de.
cide which should get into the warm

water first. M. Joubert, seeing
Claudes' fat ankle strapped up in ad
heslve Dbandages, began to chuckle,

“Oh, I see the Boche made you dance
up there!”

When Il'mv were clad in clean pa-
Jamus out of the chest, Papa Jou-
bert carried their shirts and socks
down for Martha to wash, He return-
ed with the blg meat platter, on which
was an omelette made of 12 eggs and
stuffed with bacon and fried pota-
toes. Mme. Joubert brought the three-
story earthen coffee pot to the door
and called, “"Bom it The host
poured the coffee and cut up'the loaf
with hls clasp knife. He sat down
to watch them eat. How had they
found things up there, anvway? The
Boehes polite and agreeahlé as usual?
Finally, when there was not a erumb
of anything left, he poured for euch
a little glass of bhrandy, “pour aider
la digestion,” and wished them good-
night. He took the candle with him.

CHAPTER XIII,

The woodland path was
leaves. Claude and David were ly-
ing on the dry, springy heather
among the flint boulders. Gerhardt,
with his Stetson over his eyes, was
presumably asleep. They were hav-
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ing fine weather for their ho'lday.
The forest rose about this open glede
like an amphitheater, in golden ter-
races of horse chestnut and beech.
The .big nuts dropped velvety and
brown, as If they had been soaked in
oil, and disappeared in the dry leaves
below. Little black yew trees, that
had not been visible in the green of
summer, stood out among the curly
yellow brakes, Through the grey
netting of the heech twigs, stff holly
bushes glittered.

Claude's sprained ankle was still
badly swollen, Madame Joubert was
sure he ought not to move about on
it at all, begged him to sit in the
garden all day and nurse it,

surgeon at the front had told him

that if he once stopped walking, he

would have to go to the hospital. So,
with the help of his host’s best holly-
wood cane, he limped out into the for-
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blended with the vellow and brown of
the wood, . Than she saw the sun
shining on two heads; one square, and
amber in colpr—the other reddish
bronze, long and narrow. She took
their friendliness for granted and
came down the hill, stopping now and
again to pick up shiny horse chest-
nuts and pop them into a sack she
was dragging. David called to her
and asked her whether the nuts were
good to eat.

“Oh, non!* she exclaimed, her face
expressing the llvellest terror, “pour
les cochons!” ‘These [nexperienced
Americans might eat almost any-
thing. The boys laughed and gave
her some pennies, “pour leg cochons
aussl.” She stole about the edge of
the wood, stirring among the leaves
for nuts and watching the two sol-
diers.

(Continued In Tha Monday Morning Bee.)
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David paused and sat puffing at his
pipe. Just thep a soft movement
stirred the brakes on the hillside, A
little barefoot girl stood there, look-
ing about. She had heard voices, bhut
at ﬂr‘:t dld not see the uniforms that
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stalrs, Is she!” Bess Dean's volce ap-
parently held extreme solicitude. *So
Mother Durkee and I planned to have
dinner up here."

I pald a little mental tribute to
her audacity in naming our hostess
as a sponsor for the little scheme
which was altogether the young
woman's own, but bastened to for-
stall the assenting and enthusiastic
response which 1 saw unsusplclous
Alfred was about to make to her
proposal.

“How perfectly ridiculous!” I sald
with a little laugh of derision. *I
can't think of anything more dlsmal
than dining in your room when you
don't have to have it there. And
Lella's ankle jsn't as bad as we
feared. With the bandages Alf and
I have just put on, she'll be per-
fectly able to habble down.”

“S8he shun’t stir one step unless 1
carry her,” Alfred iInterposed, and
I thrilled with triumph for Leila at
the protective possessiveness in his
tone. That the little speech was gall-
ing to Bess Dean's vanity I guessed,
but there was no trace of chagrin

o b gy — i~y

in voice or face, as she tilted her
head to one glde, quirked her lips
into a provocative little smile dnd
asked teasngliy:

“Isn't theve any chance for poor
little me to turn my ankle? The
rewards are tempting—don't you
think so, Leila?”

Bhe took a quick little dancing
step to one side and shot a swift
mocking glance past me at Lella, But
my friend had taken advantage of
my shielding body to pull herself
together, anfd Bess Dean saw only
emiles on her apparently placid face
and heard nothing save amusement in
her lilting volce.

“Don’t fall down stairs to find out,”
she sald with a careless little laugh
for which I could have hugged her,
8o apparently free from worry It
sounded,

If there was a tiny warning con-
tained in her words—which I doubted,
for Leila {sn't subtle—Bess Dean
countered it promptly.

“Oh! I'l watch my step,” she
promised carelessly, “unless I get
riled over something,” she added.

“Then I'm likely to do anything.™

Hey eves flashed deflance Into mine
a8 she spoke, but I gave no hint
of understanding her. 1 was con-
sclous of Alfred's puzzled glance. His
was the uncomfortable masculine at-
titude when in the preésence of women
whose animosity to each other Is
only thinly concealed, and so I hast-
ened to end the situation.

“Isn't dinner about ready?” 1
asked,
“Of course,” Mlss Dean replied a

bit tartly.

“Then If you don't mind telling Mré.
Durkee that we'll be down in five
minutes,” I went on, “we'll make
your .worda good. And I imagine
Leila will be more comfortable if she
has an arm chair and a foot stool.”

“I'll get them for you," Alfred hast-
lly interposed.

“They're right there in the dining
room,” 1 said coolly, although I knew
better. “Besa won't have to move
them two feet. Besldes, she prides
herself upon being a strong-armed
lady.”

I had made It impossible for her

to do anything save protest Alfred’s
offer, and she was quick-witted
enough to #elze her cue.

“None better in the profesh,” she
returned, extending ons arm and flex-
ing it in amusing burlesqued fash-
lon,

“That's the result of long years of
school teaching. I don't suppose
there's & woman in the business that
can snake a boy into the aisls by his
eoat collar quicker than I can."

As always when Bess Dean chooses,
her humorously twisted face and her
inimitable draw!, set us all to laugh-
ing.

But when she had gone down stairs
1 noticed that Leiia's smile bad fad-
ed first, and that something very un-
like amusement looked out from her
dark eyes.

Public Schools to Clos;

for Summer on June 15
Public schools will be closed for
the summer vacation Friday, June
13, according to announcement from
school headquarters Friday morning.
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