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MY WIFE RIDES THE ELEPHANT!

1t was Ray Long, the magazing
editor, who thought up the bright
idea. Dexter Fellows, the polysyl-
labic press  purveyor, alded and
abetted, And so our wives rode the
elephants In the Muadison  Square
clreus parade.

Gireat 18 the clrcus, but you never
experience the real thrill until you
slt in a box and see your wife re-
elining languorously high up in the
houda, robed magically as an
lgyptian queen.

There was a little trepidation on
my part when we met Dex at the
entrance, walting to escort our
wives to that enchantly spot where
tired horses are suddenly trans-
formed to plumed romantic steeds:
where seedy canvasmen become
cavaller and knights, and dowdy
women become great ladies.

I have heard Courtney Ryley
Cooper spin elephant eccentricities
with Achmed Abdullah until there
was nothing left in the bottle. An
elephant s an elephant—a  big,
kindly beast—until some trivial
thing happens on the side lines, and
he goes rampaging and then he
doesn't give a hoot what lady Is
riding on his back.

But Long, who has ridden a bl
evele, and on top of a haystack In
Indiana, reassured me. Bo they
tripped gaily away—leaving us to
¢arry their furs and handbags,
When full grown men stroll through
a circus arena with a fur-piece on
one arm and a gaudy handbag in
the other, it is wmall wonder little
children ery: 0O, look, Mama, the
clowns!"

There was quite a long walt. It
takes some time for ladies to dress
under ordinary clircumstances, but
to dresa to ride an elephant ls long-
er It scemed ages. There were
robes to be adjusted, high funnel
hats to be arranged and then the
climb up the ladder to the houda.

“Mavhe we better not let them
rid wfter all,” T ventured And
added: “You know how elephants

Long. who had been silently spoil-

Ing u fresh manicure, replied: 'Per.
haps you're right Wonder what
they're doing now?" And in unison
we got up and began to move to
ward the arenn entrance. But it

wius too lnte!

Pola Negri's Strange Rival
for Charlie Chaplin’s Love
uunlimn-d_frur-u Page One)

went to the door leading to the
street and saw the same mysterious
gueat of earlier in the evening.

Hefore he could make a move to
prevent she lifted a bottle to her
lips and drained Iits contents. Then
with a little ery she slumped down
on the floor of the vestibule like
one dead,

This time the swiftest of the fleet
of motor cars in the Chaplin garage
speeded Marina Vega away from
the mansion where she had twice
briefly been an unbidden guest. At
the hospital it was found she had
swallowed enough of some myste-
rious poison to make her life for a
time despalred of

She ls recovering from the effects
of the polson dose, but it 1s thought
to be a guestion whether she can
be cured of the self-hypnotism
which seems to have prompted her
flight from Mexico and her In
vasion of the Chaplin home Per
haps the deeply etehed delusion that
Charlie Chaplin Is the falry prince
who should be her own particular
hero could be erased from her mind
if she could be sent to live for sev
eral years In some place where
Chaplin’s name {8 never mentioned
and pictures of him are never seen

Since it seems impossible to find
such a place medical science will
be¢ forced to devise some other
method of treating this unhappy
girl’'s unusunl case

Paychologists see in the experi
ence of this unhappy young Mex!
can girl now proof of the extraor-
dinary Influence which the movie
muy often exert on the human
mind. Of course Marina Vega was
all the more susceptible to [t bLe-
cause she was at her most im
pressionable age and because
was living in a place where there
was little or nothing to amuse ex
cept the occasional films.

Doubtless Charlje Chaplin js just
as  fondly enshrined in the love
dreams of thousanda of other girls
—but ones who lack the courage to
try throwing themselves at his feet
as Marina did,

If thia is so, then how many mil
lion more girllsh hearts must such
romantie personalities as Rodolph
Valentino be the sccret rulers of?

The total, if there were any way
of computing It, could hardly fail
to be one to stagger the imagina
tion

The island of Cevlon i® the only
Iknown place In the world where the
mineral thormalte la found. This
metal Is largely used In the manu-
facture of the manties for Incan-

dercont gus lamps,

The Beau Brummel ringmaster in
derby har, red vest, riding pants
und elegant patent leather boot
had popped out and  Dlow: thu
whistle. A drum major with his sil-
ver haton and high fur cap €teppe
into place, goosestepped elegantiy,
and with a mighty creséendo the
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Nobody heard up except an usher
who yelled: “8it down. Take off
yvour hats."

Following the band, came the
drave of camels who stalked super-
clifously, ready to curl a scornful
lip at the sight of a lorgnette.

Then the “blood aweating behe

““There's my wife! I shouted, and upset a boltle of pop in a
Iady’s lap in the next box.

band began to play. The parnde
Wis moving.

0, Mr. Fellows!” shouted Long
in a frightened volce that- tralled
off into a whisper

Yoo, hoo! Oh Dexter!” T walled,
YWe want our wives."

moth or holy writ” who grunted
and sozzled around In his tank.

but reoaring their deflance

n. The clown band
wgnificently out of tune
Behind the clowns came what

playing

used to be Jubelled “freaks™ but are
now “The Strange People.” The
lion-fared boy was there gazing
mournfully through his whiskers.
G i “Blue Man,' perhaps father of
the Blue laws, Ko-Ko. the hird girl,
with real feathers. The fat lady,

rrying lest the heat decrease her

ivorduapaois.
The clumisly stepping midgets
trving pathetically to march In
time, The glants! The lady with
glittering smiles who winds ser-
pents around her neck, The Afri-
cun bushmen and the Dyack head-
hunters The Pin Heads—man and
wife, DBut not ecalled that Lecause
they are man and wife. Zip, the
What Is It!
Then—great red

wihigons  with

Lrillinnt gllded orpaments The
lady and the tiger in the mummoth
cage The lady reading Zippy
Stories while the tiger blissfully
ulept.

Here comes the ely-funts?

leather lunged volce thr
megaphone

No Sign of Friend Wile.

And surely enough, they were
coming—a herd of them with toe-
nalls as neatly whitewashed as a
hack fence [n the spring But no
one was riding them. They Just
lumbered along, swinging theb
trunks from side to gide

Following them came a herd of
haby elephants and they. too, were

unocoupied

Well, If vour wife ever went ou
an elephant and then when
wasn't

' ride

the elephants came and §
riding, you'll know exactly what we
thought

Flabbergasted, is the word,
But hold! Her another
band! It is playing a lively tune,
Out came two elephants in single
file, fully caparisoned with gor-
cously trimmed houdas,

“There's my wife!” I gshouted, and
upset a hbottle of pop In a lady's
lap in the next box.

There she was in all her blonde
lovelinegs—her cheeks flaming pret-
1 excitement. No queen In

COoImes

W

ry books ever looked so ma-
As the houda swung from

the sl

Jestic

gide to slde she swung gEracefully
with it
Ripples of applause floated

wross the arenn. I got up and
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On Topics o’ th’ Day |

Ex-Banker Elmer Wilkins, Pool Wizard.

“1s It better v be fairly efMclent
in several things than It js " ex

cel In some particular direction?” is
t' be thrashed out by th' Apple
Grove Debatin® soclety In th' near
future, We doubt If this problem
has been worryin' any considerable
number o people, but & little arguin’
o'er It won't hurt nothin’. Since it
seems ke we have t' neglect ever

thing else If we want t' excel at
somethin' we think it's best t° Keep
in th’ ordinary class, We've known
lots o' wizards, an' phenoms, &n
humdingers, an’ past masters, an
wonders, an’ we can’t say that they
Impressed us very favorably outside
ther particular line, Th' best pen
man we¢ ever knowed had never
even heard o Tony Pastor, an’ he
couldn’t be trusted t° go after a can
0" corn. Loafers soon git to ex-
colin® at wood carvin’ an' discussin’
grave national questions, Phenom-
enal mathematicians are th' worst
things. They Jest positively refuse
t' know anything but fggers I'n
lose they're in vaudeville they're o
noe use to anybuddy, Miarvelous
planner playvers are much th' same
They eat in bed an' don't know one
state from another, Creat =ingers
have t' be codled an' humored an’
fed by hamnd., They git married an'
divorced an’ married agin jest liko
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they wuz takin® a carpet sweeper
out on approval, an’ they don't care
1 thing about votin’ U'nparalleled
theatrical stars are in a distinct
Applause an’
press encomiums are th' only things
they crave, Very often they don't
soe th' people they're talkin to, an’
would fail utterly at anything or
dinary lke bein’ a tradesman, or a
bricklaver, or a postmaster, or 2
liveryman Genuine

cluss by ‘emselves,

penntor, or
statesmen, when we used t' have
em, used t' unbend occasionally
Some were peachy wallzers, some
were fair at chess, while others
were very capable horsemen, Some
times they dabbled in business with
fair success, Alexander Hamilton,
or Dan Webster, or Grover Cleve
land, we've forgotten which, used t
be Intereated In n grocery that did
right well, But ag a rule great ab
sorbed speciallsts are rarely known
es, an

%, Or

evon L' ther immediate fami
rarely look at clreus pard
fool with flowers, or guns, or motor
impossible for

in' It seems like {t's
a celebrated doctor U know th' liver
nan’ know anvithing cilse—what's go-
in' on In world affairs, or what show
I« at th’ hall t'night, or which Is th’
best gas, or how t' eollect what's
comin' ' him Maybhe he'll drop a
remark about ftakin® a vacation

eventually ROVPTIN time while he's
thumpin® our stomach, but he never
does Furmers are jest beginnin’ t

git Interested in economie questions,
wbuddy kin learn t° talk intel
igently on anything like economics
an’ find time t' plow an’ milk We
recall when Elmer Wilkines wuz an
all around man. He owned a half
interest in the O K. livery barn
wuz president o' th' bank, city
clerk, an’ fairly handy with tools
He wuz nothin® wonderful, but he
wuz doin’ well. Then he started
t' master pool, an' finally let go his
other holdin's an' started a shootin”
gallery, Then he wuz constable
one term. Now he's a night watch-
man an’ a pool wizard with a wife
In Town an' three daughters clerkin
in th’ Monarch § an' 10
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An electric rallway In California
operates na  weed-burning
that js sald to eliminate the hard
wirk of hundreds of laborers with

device

mattocks and hoes The appara
tus, using oil as fuel, I8 brought
Into contact with live steam. This
system forms a gas, emitted under

the car, which ignites and burns
the weeds to the roots, destroyving
all soedls that are cast on the right
of way

shouted agaln: “That's my wife™
I began pounding Long on the back
and it was a good thing, for he
had tried to swallow three peanuts

whole, He was shouting, too.

Blowly they moved about the vast

c.role,
“What if they should stampede?"
whispered Long

replied, ““Don’t be silly; 1 could stop
any elephant living.” And I believe
I could.

Onee in a Lifetime.

Oh, yes, his wife, too, looked love-
Iy and gorgeous, but 1 only gave
her a passing glance, For only
once in a lifetime do you get to
ses your own wife riding an ele-
phant.

As they passed our station they
v blew us a kilss—just ns mag-

air
ni *nt queens might to their
loyal subjecta in e coronation
parade,

Dex Fellows came strolllpng up,

puffing at the stub end of his in-
evitable clgar.

The h.t of the parade,” he said
always the press agent, “But
“Pale? Why we weren't frighi-

ened a bit we lled And then
added

phant

Anyone can ride an ele

Great indeed circus, Mani.
fold are Its wi But no flam-
ing poster, as and chro-
mautic ag they are ¢an equal the real
Lbeauly of our wives sitting up In

the houdas!
We wanted to take a flashlight

pleture of them. ‘Flashligzht?*
snorted Dex Fellows, “Why, don't
you ow that a flashlight will

stampede the
phants?

tamest herd of ele-

“Oh" we sald—completely sub-
dued
The parade was over. The polar
bears were performing. Gentlemen
were hurling ladiea through the air
from trapeze to trapeze. Seals were
balaneing balls and beating cymbals.
Whips were cracking over the heads

e e 1 -
of cowed lions,

And our wives came back to us.

We babbled questions—seeking to
learn of their great
“Oh, It wasa iInt
i with a bored

sting they
of nonchal

that way—

Doings in the Realm of
Science and Invention

The art of ilming became &
regular profession which highly
skilled men practiced In 450 B. C

Carpets which
»sh founda
factured in Gerr

are made on a pa-
ion of being ma
1¥. but they will
nelther beating nor much

u-

Prof. George Petit, famoua French
veterinary, has d'scovered a way to
rejuvenate race horses, dogs and
other animals by the same operation
Prof. Voronoff uses to give vigor
to men

A wheelbarrow that climbs stairs
Is In use in Shanghal, China It
is worked by a serles of wheels. The
wheelbarrow often carries as much
as 400 pounds up steps, see-sawing
from wheel to wheel.

To determine how long it fakes
o * e A metal to the point where
ea wa¥ under repeated strains
shocks, a number of engineer

wiations have undertaken a

ehensive program of

f
to establish the endurance
r so-called *“fatigue™ of
b bron=e and other m

ieorge O. Squler, the
of the United
15 invented a new
alphabet, take the
pince of the Morse The new
gEreatest ad-
in the science of con

1

abet, halled as the

unica-
tion in many years, is 2.65 times
faster than the
Morse ool

Among the maost

international

rious motors
ever Invented s one devised for
del experiments in heat meas-
urement It Iz so sensitive that It
beging to revolve the moment it
Is exposed to dayvlight, even when
the sun is hidden, and in clear
will work all night, af-
by the radiant heat of

to Dr. Louis A, Bauer,

of Carnegle Institute,

D C.,, the earth's

magnetism is diminishing one-
thousandth part each year This

s of magnetism, he
would affe

explained,
the magnetic nesdles
of compassea and surveying instru-
with no appreciable

me

» of r
largest safé 1n the world is
installed in the new Federal
nk building in Cleveland,

:,‘\ﬂ and u

quare, and has
sz of four feet
omium steel. In
case of an attempted robbery. the
vault would stand against a heavy
artillery fire for half amn hour, e

-

a

all.-round thickn

of the tougheat cl

its stoel protection = four tin
thicker than the armor plate
battle=hip,

But such was my
Intoxication of the moment I merely

.




