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Mary Garden as the Juggler in “The Juggler of Notre Damne,” an opera
based on the legend which convinced Fred Stone that it would not be

wrong for him to continue on the stage.

Fred Stone, the famous comedian
has rededicated himself ty the cause
of Christianity—renewed his faith,
after a lapse of many yeard, in the
religion of hi= fathers and his own
boyhood days.

Henceforth he will lead the life
of an earnest Christian, reading the
Bible daily, saying his prayers
night and morning, giving one
tenth of his ncome to the service of
God and doing all he ean to Wwin
others to the peace he has found

But won as he fa to the church,
Fred Stone =ull is not lost to the
stage. To the delight of the mil
lions of theatergoers who think his
antics Inimitable, he will continue
to amuse them just as he has been
doing for many years.

How Stone reached his moment-

ous decision that there need be
nothing irreconcilable between the
lite of a Cod-fearing, Godserving

Christian_and a professional comnedsi-
an's care®r (s an Interesting story—
one as attention-compelling as is to
be found anvwhere in the history
of religious xion or reawnken
ing

It was
ful pondering
ided pot 1w aside forever his

case paint and grotesgque cos
His first impulse after being
wized with an overwhelming desire
o return to the "glory of God™” was

conver
only after long and ecare
that
lay

comisdian ds

Imes,

to guit the stage at ance—to turn
his back on its glamour and gay
oty and occupy himself with more

aserious things

Curieusly encugh, It was a clergy-

man—-the Rev., Dr obert A
Cameron, of Billings, Mont.—who
finally convinced him that very

probably he could serve God better
by continuing on the stage than by
retiring to private life or taking up
some other profession

And the Billings pastor did it by
pointing out the striking parallel
between Stone’s case and that of
the medieval juggler who found
out that God was as well pleased
with the clownieh tricks that were
all he could do as Ie was with
the hymns, prayers and works of
art of his fellow monks.

Fred Stone was on a train Jdrag

ging ita way across the blizsard-
gwept plalng of North Dakota,
when he suddenly awoke to the

emptiness of his life and came to
the conclusion that it could be re-
medied only by a return to-the re-
ligion of hiz boyhood. He ormaved
the consolation the Bible might
have given him, but he had none,
nor coull he find any fellow pas
senger who had a copy to loan him

Bo when he finally reached B
lings he hurried straight to A book
wtore and asked for the best ver-

my of the Holy Scriptures, An-

her customer who overheard his
uest sald, “There's a sky pilot
v may help you find what you

nt,” and polate! neros the aisle

where the Rev, Dr Cameron
wivil
“The comedian  Introdueed  him
s, explained how much he needed
ivice and accepted  the elermy-
man's  invitation to have a talk
with him Seated before a Llaging
fire in the ypastoral study, Fred

Stone bared his soul as nakedly as

perhaps any pious Christlan  ever
did to a father confessor.
“But why quit the stage?"’ a=sekd

the clergyman when Stone had fin-
ished the account of his spiritual
awakening and his half made plane
for the future., “Have you never
heard the story of the juggler who
found his tricks and comiecal capers
highly acceptable in God's sight?”

Stone replied that he never had
and then the clergyman told him
that strange old legend which has
come down to we from the Middle
Ag®s and has Afurnished inspira-
tion to se many poets, novelists
and artists. It forms the theme of
an opera In which Mary GCarden
and other famous prima donnas
have often appeared and our Amer
ican poet, Edwin Markham. wrote
one of his most berautiful poems
around this suhjeect.

The opera Is called ““The Juggler
of Notre Dame” and the juggler
hero is nadmed Jean. Markham's
poem is entitled “The Juggler of
Touraine”™ snd the hero s called
Barnabas But the story in all i=
main detalls is quite the same
both

According (o the operatic version
Jean is a roaming juggler whose
travels bring him to a little French
village where a Mayday celebration
is in progress. He is amusing a
groip of the villagers with his
tricks, dances and ribald songs,
when the prior of a neighbering
mouastery comes along and staris
upbraiding him for his folly. The
prior urges him to leave his vaga-
bond life and become a monk.

Jean has no Intention of dolng

anything of the kind until he sees™

Boniface, the monks' plump, well
fed cook, passing with a donkes
heavily laden with provisions. ‘The
poor juggler is so famished that the
slght of these good things to eat
makes him suddenly decide to accen:
the prior's invitation and enter the
monasiery.

But his life there proves very
unhappy. He cannot speak or read
Latin, and therefore is unable to
take part in the religlous services
He knows nothing of painting, and
&0 I8 barred from helping the monka
who are decorating the chapel with
pictures of the Bleasod Virgin and
the salnts His jugeling tricks and
dances and songs are his only ac
cormaplishments, and for these. his
fellow monks tell him there is no
place in the worship of God.

One day, when he is feeling mope
unhappy than ever over his inability
to do anything for the glory of G,
somiething impels him to steal Into
the chapel and perform some of
his juggling feals In front of the
life-sizge painting of the Rlessed Vir.
gin. Some bne tells the prior where
Jean has gone and he and the other
monks quickly follow

They are fliled with indignation to
see Jean in that smered place jue-
gling three balls In the aly while
he dances te the rhythm of a ritall
song he hums. “SBacrilegel] they cry,
but before they can lay hands o
the implous one and drag him from
the chapel they are paralyzed with
awe at the change they coming
over the painted figure of L
Blessed Virgin,

ey

Comical Capers

Her face lights up with the ani
mation of life and her head s In-
clined toward the jugmier. Her
hands are lifted and stretched out
in the attitude of benedictlon. At
slght of this Jean stops his pranks
and falls to his knees in prayer.

“A miracle” cry the other monks
as they kneed beside him.

A brilllant light envelops the fig
ure of the Virgin, angels are seen
hovering about her head and celes-
tial wvaolces are heard singing the
swectest melodies ever heard by
mortal eara

The opera ends
with Jean dying in
the arms of the
now forgiving
prior and murmuar-
ing with his last
breath his satisfao

tion that “now hé

understands Lat. R

m.”" )
This was the

story the Billing=s clergyman told

Fred Stone. As he finished it he

took down from omne of his book
shelves a volume of Markham's
poema and read the closing stanra
of "“The Juggler of Touraine. ™
“Ah,” cries the prios: beating the
breast,
S0 the lowly deed Is a lofty test!
And whatever is done from the
heart to Him
Is done trom the height of
Seraphim.™
Fred Stone. deeply impressed with
the parallel which the Rev, Dr.
Cameron found between his case
and that of the legendary juggler
of the Middle Ages, decided then
that there to remain on the stage
and to seck there the opportunity
to serve God and his fellow men as
he wants to do.

the

That night, at Fred Stone's
carnest request, the clergyman
stood in the wings while the

comedinn went through his per-
formance and won the enthusiastic

approval of the audience that
crowded the theater
“But 1T saw not what the others

saw.” says the Rev, lwr, Cameron,
“1 saw an offering made to God—
Juszt such an offering as the legend
tells ns the juggler made In the
monastry chapel so long ago.™

The following Sunday found Fred
Stone In Butte, Mont. He¢ attended
service at the Mountain View Meth-
wdist church, and before [t was
over _he had publicly declared him-
self a penitent follower of Christ
and promised to give one-tenth of
his income to the church

“My labors in the theater shall
be chrried on as before.” says Fred
Stone. I will give my best, a2 al
0 my awliences, with an

WAaVS,

Fred Stone

ontFor theChurch. BurNorLwost BorheSage

ow Fr~d Stone Decided He Could Remain a Comedian and
Still Be a Good Christian After Hearing
Curious Old Legend of the Juggler
Who Won Heaven’s Favor
With His Tricks and

Mr. Stene in one of the roles which have won him soch wide popularity.

added inspiration, for 1T shall do all
1 do for the glory of God

“If my experience helps others
to gain a happler, healthier view
of life and f [ can in my humbde
way be the means of advancing the
falth I have so sincerely adopted
1 shall feel that 1 have been re
wanded far beyond my deserts.™

Fred Stone’s spiritual reawaken
ing stirs unusual interest becaus+
of the dramatic circumstances un
der which It was: made and the odd
chance that led him to an adviser
who was able to supply him with
reasona for continuing his stage
career. But it should mot be thoaght
from this that men and women of
profound religious convictions are a
gEreat rarity In the theatrical pro
fession.

Every denomination numbers
among {ts members a large number
who earn their living on the stage
There = an Actors’ Church all
ance, with a lengthy membership
list of actors and actresses who
are actively intereste in spreading
the cause of religion.

Almost every reader of this page
has probably heard of or seen the
Brothers Byrne who woa such pop-
uiarity In “Elght Bells” ami other
apectacies 25 and more yYears ago

The eldest of these hrothers was
always of a strongly religious turn
of mind. When death broke up the
family combination back in 1%02 he
retired to & monastery in the south
and lived there until his death a
foew months ago. The bulk of the
property that he left was begqueathed
to the monastic onder.

Many of the most successful min
isters were at one time actors. o

kRaps the mos! conspicuuns exampls

of this Kind was the Rev. George
Horace Lorimer, whose long ard
distinguished car-er as a poeacher

was divided between Immanne! Rap-
tist church in Chicage and Tre
mont temple in Boston. He was con-
sidered one of the country’'s greal-
est pulpit oraters,

The Rev. Mr Lorimer's conver-
sion was qirite as remarkabie a9
Fred Stone's recent spiritual re-

awakening It occwrred in Leuisville
and the Iate Henry Waterson once
wrole a dramatie account of it
While waiting one cveniag at the
stage door of a theater where he
was playing In a stock company
Lerimer becntne Jeeply inlerested in
the exhortations of a band of sireet
evangelista. A few davs later bhe
threw wup his theatrical enpags
ment without any explanation. He
gave himselfl & year's training in

mission work, then took up the
study of theology, Uinally entering
the church as an ondained Eaplist
mingater

Frad Stome is 43 years okl He
bas beem amusing ithe publie ever
since, as A mere boy, he Juined
clrews that vishted his home towm
in Kansas,

For several years he and his
brother d&d an acrolatic agh in the

sawdust ring. Then he went on the
stage—Tirst in a s'.-.w',k company,
later im a ¥ s troupe and ™
rally in musical comady. It was
in the latter field, ia partnecship
with the

trel

late Dave Montgomery,
that he won great success ian such
plays as “The Wisand of Os™ “The
Red Mil" aand “Chin Chin."




