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oAllarT hatClaimedThousandsefHumanVictims.

Until Only a Few Years Ago Men, Women and Babies Were

Large bronze bust of a heathen diety
or & dead king that stands im the
center of the allar, The left hand
holds a sort of ax or hammer, and
the right probably once held a stafl.

Perhaps no other object In the
whole world s more deeply drenched
with blood and tears and the cruel
memories of utterly needless human
suffering than the sacrificial altar
of a curious and little understood
African tribe which has lately been
restored to all its original barbaric
magnificence and placed on exhi
bition In the Unlversity Museum al
Philadelphia

If thls anclent shrine conld speak

it s belleved it could tell a mtory
that would almost pass bellef—a
story of thousands of men, women
and children whose lives were piti
leasiy clalmed In the superstitious
effort to appeasea | wrath of
venceful heathen And the
horribla practices which this altar
wilno ssed came to a end only a
maticr of 25 years ago

The allar consiMme of a colls
of hronze likenesses of tho dusky
king and their an tors CH
motiiited by elephant I e 1
wit! ned symbolic of ]
and iecds; a group of 1 ' .
WO n raltie =i il {
pla AlLlL t [ I t
ax wi!th which the u
ar, til 26 ra ng it
hen of the victinim w w
b (3] | tn kneel befors the LEn

T biood stalned shr W Oncee
In « o uat the mj
Cir: Benin, I art of W
Afrl», long a t archaeolo
gist It might still be n umse If
Kl duboa hadn't 1 le o ‘
ror f sacrificing eve nember of
[ W oful n jon sent to |
by o British as re 1 1

For a long time no w
reciv+d of the fate of the gibinis
of 1| misslon, ‘Ther bt wl
Joh tribes the Brltish e
that «very man had been bel
to propitiate the “gods, and fort
witi military expedition was seu!
out to depore Fdubon and teadcd
A niider aystem of religio

Until that time very little had heer
kno of the eity and of its wo
ship wnd royally, The king lived In

by his

sec! nlon, rarely seen even

owi subjects, For a half cenlury
ft 1o been known that Benin had
. once been the center of an unex
plal d eoraftamanship In wood cary
g +nd In bronze casting, mo far
su; - lor to the art of other Afrlcan
sa. .+ tribesa that there wns no

ton ' .risofi. Occasionally some ex

am of these works were smup
ghel cut, but with them came crude
80 indicating that the former
oult « of the eily had become ex
fno

Wi n the British force entered

ey Alsravarsd om Lhe tops of The

Sacrificed on This Shrine to Appease
Strange Heathen Gods

“Altar of human
sacrifice™ from
the mysterious
city of Benin in
West Afriea as
restored at  the
I niversity mu-
seum  in  Phila-
delphia. Note the
long fetish tusks
with bronze
pedestals, the
altar bells and
rattle staves Lo

drive away evil
spirits and the
statues of gods,
goddesses and
dead  Kings
toniples nd many oL the
mora Important bulldings
of the royal compound

huge brass snakes, so econ-
structed that their heads
kung down over the door-
ways. The city was accidentan,
burned on the third day of ther
occupation and thus many of the

finer works of early art still pre
served were destraYed,

But enough informat wWasr b
talned so that selentists at the Un
versity M um have hbeen able to
solve the ery of Benin's for
mer art Itur They wera due
to & Portugurss missionay, who
lived in the eity in the year 1518
andl ¢t ! itk ' ma
hinge
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WY FRVLIViLe v tham Altars and

nages, contalpoera of the apcesiod
spicit, the gul wera drenched thers
Fore with the  bloagd of vietime
fowla and goa's and oxen, and alm
men, w ey 1 litele chiMren, The
Kods w piri wher spirvits, lib
orated | bosdil death, must be

e mesgengers to thein of pravers
and wishes il @ humman spleit
waa nn! } st ofMm i e
BCLKOC

“Thea gode wers  gubje t t e
AAMI® necids ae iy children on
earth. so when a king or w great
king dled sttepdontp must ha a4
prighad with ) T w

Bronze bust of a prisoner of war
who was slain on Great Benin's
bloody altar.

nd others must follow at each annl

n of his death. For
picrifice of fowls
r oxen must serve, though
y yard and the herd

the forgier

vereary cedoehbs

r men a lesser

the tionlt

ne pouitr were

not spared (n case
elthes
self fetlsh and rep

sta of the divine

L he king had the righ
(o sacrifice human Yictima
precogative

hief afficinls

il k gly fu tiona, though bt

wia not unlague

ngents of hia powers

which the roy
tended ] wile

wer for the king fpt

nd religious, over

upernaturn
Apparcntly the ity mals
over the other

chiefly by

ned its suprs "

wna of the kingdom
tha superstitious which
theary of government Insplred; sup
portes] ad It was hy the blowdy ter

awn thi=

of vituad murder
The actual slaying of victim
s deleguted to a professional exe
utioner, a puble official of cor
dernlde bmpaortance If the act of
illing wia orlginally essential to
he offlce of celebrant nt thess sac
fices, perhaps wWo may see s sil
ivid of the primitive exercise of
thim rieht or duty In the « e
-

L]
At the right, the huge wooden image
that stood beside the sacrificial al-

tar and into
which a thora
was thrust ev-
ery time s huo-
man life was
sacrifioed.

\bove, interesting example of wood
carving found In the royal palace
at Great Benin and showing how

well advanced the people were in
this difficult art.
of a leopard by n hunt Here wr
seer to sca the king in his doubl
capacity of priest and g- 1, offering
in his own person A sacrifice to hin
wif, for an essential part of the
ritual of other ooca
W of the
fe i 1l del
with the blood of the m.

“There was a considerable va

riety of shoh images, for the
cult of ancestors was not cor
fined to those of the King

avery famlly owed worship and

sacrifice to the spirits of |ts=
forbears, these were S
posed to inhabit oblects of
ernl kinds and forms

apecinl

The kKing's

wns a1 sentation In bronm
Lirnga of a } nan head, po
whly a portradt of an i
nted by the t kK of an elep!
L r Al Lt ] Ab IOVer \\llh Tt‘.'i.
f men and animals I'hese
4ot i iltnre iith t
" t Ppose v re |
vao the tombe of royal and rs
Benin City also was known nas
13do and was tho capital of tl
the same name which is now
the British protectorate of
The king Wt the compot
h his palace was ated
mly on very raro occas vecond
g td Mr, Hall's account Yit he
ruled at one time over a territory
enching ans far as the sea on the
we coast, the flat, low stretch of
the African soaboard betwes thne
e Velta and Niger
Hia =ubivcts baolieved that he re
quired ne er food 1 drink to
ista hisn life: that, althioug he
might i he would come again to
lite and his kingdom Offenders
galnst the law and prizoners of
war furnished most of the vi
Gireat Benln,” says D, G
Byron Gordon, ddrector of the 1
versity Muscum, “"was the last ex
unple of the old style barbarism
that has furnished history with one
of Ita principal motlves from the Ix
mning That barbarisn: eay very
well be represented by [ts witnre
In the museum we have se un
i nltar =such na migh ha Pvine
e Y Groat Benin prior to 1

Another bronge hiead of an altar vie-
tim, the style of seulpture showing

A curious similarity (o that of an-
cient Egypt
all hus bLaes 0 |
1 f Idols, hea tusk i
" bu rou coul 1 12
i 1 withom I pre of A
f the altar requls hu
no me and W us wet
with blood and r - W fresh
uf e ge
Including the oly a = the
Wtar, the Al 1 A about 204
specimens in the musenm'’s
Benin collection Other collections
similar In kind are In the Britis
Museug:. the Pitt Rivera Muse
at Oxford and the Berlin Museunt.
enl airt objects ar mrely obMine
o6 Now
All of the picces shiown in the
1 versit Mouss were  oollected
1887 by members of the expedi-
hat visited ( it R
ler AL when the human saerd-
i wery stopped and ! LIng
1 ] Ui ¥
hief Interes i the collee
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