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By CAROLYN WELLS.

THE MYSTERY GIRL

(Centinwed From Saturdny.)
Clearly, she was rejoiced at her de- declded; “ihere's no gainsaying that.” | study furniture into place.

nunciation of the girl before her, and
pleased at the irrefutable theory she
had promulgated.

“And how did Miss Austin or the
Jap, either, leave the room locked
on the inside?” propounded Cray, his
cwn opinions already swaved by the
arrangement.

“That,” said Miss Bascom, with an
air pf fnality, *'1 can't explain defi-
nitely, but I am sure it was an ex-
ample of Japanese jugglery. When
ydu remember the tales of how the
Japanese can do seemingly impossible
tricks, can swallow swords and get
out of locked handcuffs, it is quite
within the realm of possibility that
one could lock a door behind him,
and give It the appearance of baving
been locked from the inside.”

Now, Cray had already concluded
that the door had been cleverly
locked by someone, but he hadn't be-
fore thought of the cleverness of the
Japanese,

He rose almost abruptly, and sald,
*I must look into some of these mat-
ters. Miss Austin, you need not at-
tempt to leave town, for you will not
be able to do so."

“I most certainly shall not attempt
to leave—as you express it—if I am
asked not to. But, 1 may say, that
when I am entirely at liberty to do
#0, I propose to go away from Cor-
’l’llh-”

Her dignity gave no effect o1 a
person afrald or alarmed for her own
safely, merely a courteous recogni
tion of Cray's attitude and a frank
statement of her own intentions.

Miss Bascom sniffed and sald:

“Don't worry, Mr, Cray. I'll see to
it that this young woman does not

" succeed in evading justice, if she tries

to do &o0."
At which Miss Mystery gave her a

Psmile that was so patronizing, even

amused, that the spinster was more
frate than ever .

“And now, Miss Austin,"” the attor-
ney said, “I'll take your fingerprints,
please, as they may be useful in prov-
ing what you did not do."

He smiled a little as the girl readily
enough gave her consent to the pro-
cedure.

“And,” he went on, more gravely,
“1 will ask you for one of your shoes

w—one that you wore on Sunday."

X

;

_v

* of Agriculture,

L

]

Surprised into a glance of dismay,
Miss Mystery rose without a word
and went upstairs for the shoe.

She returned with the dainty, pretty
thing, and merely observed, “I'd like
to have it back when you're through
with it."”

Putting the shoe in hls overcoat
pocket, Cray went away.

“Miss Bascom,” Anita said, turning
to her enemy, “may you never want a
friend as much as 1 do now.”

“The nerve of. her!” Liza Bascom
miuttered to herself, as Miss Mystery
went upstairs to her own room.

“There's a very deep mystery
here!” Cray soliloquized, as he re
turned to the Waring house. “But
I'm getting light on it."”

Cray was far from lacking in in-
genuity, and he proceeded at once to
compare the fingerprints he had of
Anita Austin with the prints on the
small black-framed chair that had
been found drawn up to the desk ol
John Waring.

They were identical
mused over the fact,

and Cray

| sort to absent-mindedly paw over a

“That gir! was here that night,” he |

Uncle Sam éays

Satisfactory Home Heating.
The satisfactory and efficient heat-
g of homes requires that the chim-
ney flue be of proper size and in the

proper place; that a proper heating

equipment be installed correctly; that
the plant be thoroughly understood
and operated in a manner to give the
maximum return from the fuel con-
sumed; that the houge construction
be so tight that heat is confined
within and cold air kept out; that the
air be kept humidified as near to the
correct degree as possible: and that
fresh air be admilted continuously or
from time to time in sufficient quan-
tity to obtain the proper carbonic acid
diminutin.

This booklet which {s issued by the
Federal Division of Agricultural kEn-
glneering thoroughly discusses the
phases of home heating. Get a copy
—it may help make your home more
comfortable.

Readers of The Bee may obtain a
copy of this booklet free as long as
the free edition lasts by writing to the
Divigion of Publications, Department
Washington, D. €.,

He called the butler to him.

“Ito,” he began, “did you let In |
anyone late Sunday night—after n‘ou|
came home?"

“No, sir,” the imperturbable Jap
declared, thinking the question fool- |
ish, as all the i{nquirers knew the de-
tails of his Sunday movements.

“Do you remember seeing this chalr
Monday morning?"’

“Distinetly. 1 saw Mr. Lockwdda
smoothing its back.”

“Smoothing its back!
mean?”

“1 looked through from the dining
room window to see if Mr, Lockwood
was coming to breakfast, and I per-
ceived him carefully smoothing the
plush of the little chair, sir."

Cray meditated. Here was a point
of evidence. Lockwood was not the

What do you

chairback. He was doing it og pur-
pose. For what reason? What feason
could be, save to erase some evidence?

Cray exaniined the chalr. It had a
frame of shiny black wood, while seat
and back were covered with a dark
plush of a fine, soft quality.

Cray drew his fingers across the
back. They left a distinct trail of
furrows in the fabric.

Ito watching, nodded his head,
gravely.

“Not fingerprints,"”
himself—"but, maybe,
Whose?"

“You surely saw this, Ito?"

“Yes, sir; and Miss Peyton also
saw. She was then in the doorway,
asking Mr. Lockwood to come to
breakftast.”

Cray went in search of Helen and
put the question to her suddenly.

“What was Gordon Lockwood do-
ing, when you went to call him to
breakfast, Monday morning?"

“He was—I don't remember.”

“Speak the truth—or it may mean
trouble for you and him ,too."

“He was—he seemed to be dusting
off a chair.”

“With a duster?”

Cray =sald to
fingermarks.

I “No; just passing

(Copyright, 1923.) '

| hand.”
“That {sn't dusting it."”

l “Well, T don't know what you call
it!

Perhaps he was merely pushing
the chalr into place.”

“It isn't his custom to push the
He was
erasing indicative marks on that
plush chairback—that's what he was
doing."

“Absurd!” Helen cried, “what marks
could there be?"

"[‘ don't know. Come and let us

Cray took Helen to the study, and
asked her to sit in the chair.

“Lean back,” he directed.
get up.”

The girl obeyed, and there was
plainly seen on the plush the faint
but unmistakable imprint of the
beaded design that adorned the back
of the frock she wore.

“1 told you so!" Cray sald, In tri
umph. ‘““That plush registers every
impress, and when Lockwood rubbed
it smooth it was to erase a damaging
bit of testimony.”

“I1tather far-fetched," Mr. Cray,”
sald Gordon Lockwood himself, who
had come in and had heard and seen
the latter part of the detective's in-
vestigation.

“Not so very, Mr. Lockwood, when
you learn that the fingerprints on fhe
chair frame are your own and those
of a certain young person who is al-
ready under suspicion.”

Gordon Lockwood, as always under
a sudden stress, became even more
impassive, and his eyes glittered as
he faced the attorney.

“Don't be too absurd, Mr. Cray,"”
he advised, coldly. “I suppose you
mean Miss Austin—I1 prefer to have
no veiled allusions, But the finding
of her fingerprinte on a chair in this
room, and mine also, does not seem
to me to be in any way evidence of
crime.””

“No?” Cray gave him scorn for
scorn. “Perhaps then, you can ex-
plain Miss Austin's presence here that
night."

“I don't know that she was here—
and 1 most certainly could not ex-
plain any of her movements. But I
do deny your right to assume her
guilty from her presence.”

“Ah, you tacitly admit her presence,

Now,
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mits wire to be instantly
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while motor is running.
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AC 1075 Carbon Proof Plugs
and give a eweet-running motor to all Ford cars,
even old ones that pump oil.
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Hard This Morning?
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ists and particularly with old cars.

Many motorists resort to priming,
of priming will start a motor in which the plugs are
shorted with carbon.

but no amount
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mixtures when starting.

AC Spark Plug Company, FLINT, AMickigan
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it, when it is shown that this little
| shos of hers,' he took it from his
| pocket, “exactly fita the prints that |
| cross the fleld of snow between here
iand the Adams house." |
|  “Te measure footprints—after all|
thie time!” and Lockwood's lip |
curled.

“The prints are exactly as they |
were male, Mr, Lockwood. The un-
!chanm‘ng cold weather has kept them
| Intact. 1 tried this shoe, and the|
| prints are unmistakable. Moreover, |
| the short stride is just the measure
|nt the natural steps of Miss Austin,
| The footprints lead from the Adams
house over here and back agaln. The
returning prints occasionally overlap
the ones that came this way, showing
that the trip away from this house
was made latest. Miss Austin was
| seen to come over in this direction—
| well, none but a half-wit would be
blind to the inevitable conclusions!”

“None but a half-wit would read
into this evidence what you pretend
to see,” retorted Lockwood, almost
losing his calm.

“That's my busineaa” Cray said,
sharply; *‘now, Mr. Lockwood, why

over it with his 'then. Indeed, one can scarcely doubt [did you smooth off that chair back

Careful, now, two witnesses saw you
do it.”

“I'm not denving {t"—T.0ckwood
smiled in a bored, superior way, "but
it 1 did it, 1 was—and am uncon-
scious of it. One often touches a plece

of furniture in passing with no
thought of doing =o0.”
“That won't go down. Both the |

butler and Miss Pevion saw vou defi-
nitely and deliberately rub over the
back of that chair.
do 1t?"

Cray was [nexorable.

But the impassjve gecretary merely
shrugged his shoulders.

“I can't answer you, Mr. Cray. T
can only repeat it must have been an
unconscious act on my part, and it
has no sinister significance. 1 may
have been merely pushing the chair
out of my way, vou know."

“Look here, Mr, Lockwood, vou are
a man of honor. Do you, upon oath,
declare that you did not purposely
smooth that chairback, for the reason

that it showed some incriminating
Impress?"
“T am mot under oath. T have

stated that I did not know what you

Why did you

accuse me of, and I have nothing fur-
ther to say on the subject.”
Lockwood drew himself up and
I@ned with folded arms against the
mantelpiece.
Cray dropped the subject,
spapping eves and compressed

but his
lips

| seemed to show he had not finally

dismis=ed it .

“At what time,"”” he said, abruptly,
“did Dr. Waring lock his study
door?”

“About
replied.

“And you heard nothing from the
room after that? No sound of volces?
Nobody coming in at the French win-
dow?"

10 o'clock,” the secretary

i\\'urmg had in his room with Mm.l

1aud we know that the person is here
[in Corinth for unexplained reasons,
{and is, in fact, so pecullar that she is
| known as—Miss Mystery. Just why,
_[.\lr. Lockwood, are you arguing
against these obvious inferences, and
why do you undertake to free from
suspicion one against whom every-

| thing is a0 definitely black?"

“Because,” Lockwood spoke very
quietly, but his jaw was set in a
stubborn way,' “the lady you call
Miss Mystery in a young and defense-
lesa girl, without, so far as I know,
a friend in town. It is unfair to ac-
cuse her on the strength of this fan-
tastio story and it is unfair to con-

There were two members of the

great audienve who were looked
with curiosity by many.

One of these was Miss Mystery, the
girl who, it was vaguely rumored,
was in some way connected with the

tragedy.
{Te Be Continued Tomerrew.)

MR. BUSINESS MAN

Do you want a young live
wire in your organization?
One who has studied business
law and banking, also knows
real estate from selling to

“No," replied Lockwood.

“Then we are forced to the conclu-
sion that whoever entered did so very
quletly, that it was with the knowl-
edge and permission of Dr. Waring
himself, that the visitor was the per-
son whose footprints lead straight to
the door, and whose fingerprints are
on the chair that stood near the doc-
tor's own chair. We are borne out in ! ous, and the encomiums heaped upon
this view by the fact that the same | him by the clergy and the college

demn her unheard.™

“Not unheard,” sald the attorney,
“but what she says only incriminates
her more deeply.'®

The funeral services of John War-
ing were solemn and impressive. No
reference was made to the manner of
his taking off, save to call it mysteri

abstracting. At present with

large Colorado corporation,
but for best of reasons wants
to move family to Nebraska.
Can take responsibility, yet
not egotistical. Write Box
82, San Luis, Colorado.

at

person now possesses the money and | faculty were as sincere as they were
the ruby pin which we know Dr. well-deserved.
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Real Estate Loans
Loans on Association stock..
Real Estate ......
Loans in Foreclosure
Accrued Interest on Bonds an
Interest due from borrowers.
U. S. Liberty Bonds

Reserve Fund
Undivided Profits
Incomplete Loans

Steady Saving insures
pendence.

Members solicited. One

| i

U, S. Nati

STATEMENT OF

Nebraska Savings and
Loan Association

At Opening of Business January 1, 1923

RESOURCES
venerenneamesse$2,007,600.00

Real Estate Sold on Contract.......ovnvuen

Municipal Bonds and Warrants 111,280,22
Cash on hand and in bank..... 103,403.62—

LIABILITIES
Dues paid and dividends added............ $2,166,421.53

The Association's statement shows a substantinl gain in assets

and pew business, a gratifying increrse in membership, and earnings
ample for the regular annual dividend of six per eent.
Protection,
It means Home Ownership for the Borrower, a Competence,
Reasonable Profits and Safety for Installment and Investing Members.
Dollar will do it,

OFFICER

THOS. A. FRY ...... S e ha President
| ROBERT 8. WILCOX +vvvvveneesnnss .+ Vice President
JOHN R. BRANDT ........ a3 TR e ey A . .Secretary
C. F. BRINKMAN .......... el e e o TRERSTITAE

EDGAR M. MORSMAN, Jr.....

DIRECTORS

THOS. A. FRY
President Fry Shoe Co., 16th and Douglas

MAJOR R. S. WILCOX
Browning King & Co., 15th and Douglas

C. F. BRINKMAN

Est. 1885

18,221.98
2,368.10
None
1,686.97
5,666.30
369.83

R

d Warrants. ...

v .

$ 43,084.40
267,868.24

$2,293,5671.42

50,000.00
16,810.49
60,339.40

RN A R ]

DR Y

$2,293,671.42

I'rogress and Family Inde-

S

« s o« JAttorney

.
DR R N A

| Bank, 16th and Farnam

’,'-'\-!silllnt C

BYRON R.

0. D. KIPLINGER
Clgars and Tobacco, 1808 Farnam

BARTHOLOMEW JULIEN
General Foreman Car Department, U, P. Railroad

. WILLIAM G. URE
Omaha Fixture & Supply Co., 1101 Douglas St.

THOS, F. GODFREY
I’ass. Agent M. P. Railroad, First Nat'l Bank Bldg.

Hastings & Heyden, Realtors, 1614 Harney

THOMAS J. FITZMORRIS -
Sec.-Treas, Neb., League Savings and Loan Assns.

HASTINGS

“THIRTY-ONE YEARS OF SERVICE”

The Conservative Savings and
Loan Association of Omaha

(UNDER SUPERVISION OF STATE BANKING BOARD)

Financial Statement, January 1, 1923

..$13,062,100.00
4,264,050.00
54,091.47
63,908.38
164,944.23
37,862.69
81,000.00

Loans on improved city real estate............
Loans on improved farms. ... ....oeceeecneees
Leans in foreclosure......ccoeeecesescsnsnas
Real Estate—Sales on contract.....ccceaeene.
Loans on pass book security.......c.coceeneees
Accrued interest ......cooecernecassiiananes
Office buildingandlot ......ceeaeeeciinainnn
N. W. corner 18th and Farnam (132x132) Future
Home of Association ......eccvveesensccncanen
Bonds and Warrants. ............$329,593.03

United States Bonds ............. 715,446.00
Cash oh hand and in banks........ 521,173.80— 1,566,212.83

e reraeieeaeeeeeeeie .- $19,534,169.60

240,000.00

TOTAL ...

Payments and dividends added...........cvees .$18,479,217.06
Balance to be disbursed on loans........e...e.0  285,332.87

Undivided profits ..........coo...$ 19,619.67
Reserve fund . c...oceevencsseesss 100,000.00—

TOTAL oo nvoeeee e e e e eseensne . . -$19,534,160.60

CRC RN B

769,619.67

We invite you to avail yourself of the service and
security of our Association for the accumulating
of your savings and the making of investments.

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS '

J. Herbert McMillan, Treasurer
Lester R. Slonecker, Attorney
William Baird, Counsel

J. C. Robinson
A. P. Tukey
John F. Flack

Paul W. Kuhns, President
Edgar A. Baird, Vice President
James A. Lyons, Secretary

H. A. Thompson
C. M. Wilhelm
A. W. Bowman

E. A. Benson
Robert Dempster
Byron R. Hastings

Randall K. Brown
Charles C. George
J. A. Sunderland

-~

OFFICE, 1614 HARNEY STREET OMAHA, NEBRASKA
South Side Office, KRATKY BROTHERS, 4805 South 24th Street

asking for “F. B. 1164."
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A State with
Considerable Dimension

continuous)

Nebraska.

“We dined last evening in Nebraska,” said
a prominent Japanese banker on his way to
Washinigton, “and we breakfast this morning
in Nebraska, yet we have traveled rapidly and
all the night. This territory you
call Nebraska must have a considerable dimen-
sion in at least one direction.”

So it has—east and west—also north and
‘south. And a considerable dimension perpen- -
dicularly—as one will realize who checks up
on Nebraska’s production of farm cgops.

All who come to Nebraska are impressed
with its extent, its wealth, its evidence of con- !
tinuous and permanent prosperity. It is a |
privilege to be the leading agricultural pub-
lication of such a great agricultural state as
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This Assoclation began
about 34 years ago in a

jlaids
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Real Estate LOANS wcessssens
Stock Loans L T

now has over $10,400,000 assets.
The Association is under the
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at opening of business January 1, 1923

RESOURCES. .

Office Bullding sssssessssnsssssmessmunsssssssassssssansemes  248,000.00
Rotl Fatato ...ccoocssacsssvsrsossssasssmmasssresssnssnsaens 20,674.44
Real Estate Sold on Contract...ceeccicessssmsmessascasssssns 40,656.21
Accrued Interest on Real Estate LOADS. . .vvevvervsssnncnsaans 60,668.65
"Accrued Interest on Securitles ....eveecesvasnspsnenicsnrans 8,758.72
Loans In FOrecloSur® .ccscecesiovsssssomsnsssavassssssssnsnes 122,994.44
State and Municipal Securities ...ovivevessccisneiiiiiiinnnes 40,633.70
U. 8. Treasury and Liberty Bonds .......ccovveesnsecsnssnns 207,850.00
Cash on Hand and in BADKS. .coeuiceanescsanrosssnssscarsnen  283,190.56

$10,444,277.38

LIABILITIES.

CRpItal BEOCK . csrsinansossssssessosssmsssssseassnesers censsd 0,943,651.04

Incomplete LOANS ..coensscassssssnenasansoenssssranssamenss
Reserve Fund ..
Und’.ﬁded P B e P e (e e S A

R T L R

doing business

small way and tingent

direct

TN

n

'mmm;.:..
| ntl " lil“
1ol
s

tessssnsasssassssmisimsscenasd 5,278,965.59

I

The Association has set aside a Con-
Loss
Profits amounting to over $425,000.00,
which assures ample

- THE NEBRASKA FARMER
| The Only Weehly Farm Paper Published in Nebrasha
\ LINCOLN
:wfu?*m“,% a\"‘cm..

merc
0 in Nebrashs.

%

ssupervision of the State Banking de-
partment, with funds invested in first
mortgages on 1mproved real estate
and U. 8. Liberty Bonds,

principal and

from $1.00 to

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

John F. Fiack, President
R. A. McEachron, Vice President.
George C. Flack, Treasurer.

Telephone AT lantic 4668, §
‘Dividends Payable Quarterly

John T. Brown

At this time we solicit

E. N. Bovell, Secretary

Office 322 South 18th Street.
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41,905.07

72,451.25
428,060.00
125.09

s

$10,444,277.38
- ..$1,065,613.44

Fund as Undivided

guara~tee for

dividends.

accounts,

$56,000.00,

lee, Asst, Becreeary
Robert Dempster

Financial Statement of the

Omaha Loan and Building Association
December 31, 1922

_ ASSETS

i Loans on First Mortgages. .........cconee......$22,826,313.06
’ Loans on Association Shares of Stoek.............  469,010.95
Interest Due from Members.........ccovuiinnes, 9,836.33
Real Estate acquired through foreclosure........ 1,275.39
Foreclosures pending..,..c.coveeeeveocenianas 7,500.87
‘ Furniture and Fixtures.. 10,000.00
| Association Building ......ccovviieiiniennann 450,000.00
- Sundry Persons and Acecounts......eevvvntuea 16,259.04
Cash on hand and in banks......eec0auvnnnan 676,422.85
Bonds and Warrants. . . oo e.eencanisonsommns 86,833.11
Liberty Bonds . .. ..o vasiossainssens i 36,350.00

.$24,589,801.60

f

P I R O )
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Total A.'ets e eee sTe e R s ETRE S SRR e

LIABILITIES
Running Stock and Dividends. . ..
Paid-up Stock and Dividends......co0vvuvn.nn.
Due Sundry Persons on gccount incomplete loans.
Reserve Fund and Undivided Earnings.........

.$22,424,726.95
1,132,656.36
437,066.26
595,352.03

Total Liabilities .............c00000ee0q..$24,589,801.60

Dividends earned for members during the year. . ..$1,049,117.56
Dividends earned for members since organization, $6,956,140.79

o

The members of this Association own it, control it, and share in its profits.

The objects of this Association are to encourage habits of thrift among its members, to
provide a safe depository for their savings, to secure the Ilargest earnings compatible v'vith
safety, and to assist its members in securing their own homes.

You can become a member and share in its benefits by opening an account

Savings accounts can ba opened at any time. '

sem e e aieTe o0

Office:

G. W. LOOMIS, Chairman of the Board
J. T. HELGREN, Vice President
CHARLES E. BLACK
JOHN H. BUTLER :
R. J. DINNING
SIDNEY W. SMITH

Association Building, Northwest Corner Dodge and 15th Streets.

South Side Office: 4733 South 24th Street. J. H.

This Association pays 69 compounded semi-annually.

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

W. R. ADAIR, President

W. S.A.W:.IGHT.xiugl'ruilut
ALLWINE, Sec T .
JOSEPH BARK.EI"M .
E. A. PARMLEE

M. M. ROBERTSON
C. 0. TALMAGE

Kopiets, Agent.
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