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- The Room on the Roof

By Will Payne

"A brilliane funnel of light shot out from the magic lantern, striliing the screen

FIRST INSTALLMENT.
The Double Cross,

Nig day dn July, 191K, a big, trampish oo teadged
north aeposs the Wells sireet beldge, 1 wos Chilcasgo
wenther ut s worst, parbolled alr making exigtene
piywhiere (o the sun a sticky milsery. “The blg man

wan nofsubnbly dressed for it—i cloth hat insteénd of straw
cont and trousers Loo hoavy A whort, Dtrimmed bonrd, the
color of moldy straw, coverad his fae .

Thiees blook e north of the byvides e turood off Well 1 Pt
and sucy plod befdre a doorway of sooty eick beyomd wineh
m Mght of dirty stalrs now nrose,  Lls destinfition wns the
fifth floor and there wos evidently mo clovator, e corsed
u little, and tolled up the sinics.

The door up there was lnbeled “Coelin Caomers Compunyg.”
Panting, sweat trickling Into his beard, he moved the bal-
tered hat to the back of his hesd and cntered a showroonn,
20 feel square, where camerns, lenses, and the like woie
Maplayed In slons casen. Not a penny had been wanied
to make the room attractive, and thero woas nobody (10t A
door In the -ml"-h‘lf‘r' partition, with ghe sign, "“President™
above it, stood ajar. The enllec stepped over there, pushod
the door open, and announced, *U'm looking for the bons*

A goangling, red faced man in shicy sleeves Tooked up
fromn the desk within and snonpped, ke @ slup in the face,
‘What you want?"’

“Fou advertised for lens grinders” sald the ealler amd
snilled a8 he added, “I'm the best lens goinder you ever hod
in vour shop”

His appesrcance savored not only of the teamp. bt o
Impudenee Theres wne  cant In hin left eye, giving It o
dend ook stognewhere behind the beard a gein seemod 1o
furk

Slmon Curlin, preatdent of the caiern company, wis
oareless in deosg himaelf; but he hated dirty people, he hatedd
impudent people, he hated tramps,  Iroscibdlity was stamipes
all over him—in his long, red, leathery faee, and smoulders
eyon thut seemed to peer angrily out at the world under eye
Lrows so falntly marked that the eyes looked bald,  SEparse
raddish gray haire stood up over his héwd. He took no paios
to eonenl the dafavor with which he viewsd this applicant,

But he dul desperalely want lens greindors War had
atubed the countey of men, and set up s insatishles demand
fior  lonhes This fellow milght M1 one of the gape In his
waorkshop temporarily Ciradgingly and grumplly, he psked
hiin & fow quesilone, and agreed to give hilim w tdul, The
et madd his name was Adolph Keom, and begond that o
lin didl not cnre 10 Inguilre—Ilest he dincover that it was hi
diiy ‘e tinen the fellow over to & recraiting offeer, [Tnstead
work In the shop
found, to his surprise, that Adalph Kie
onpanbile  of kg

moliing h T
He presentl
exveplionally skilled workman,
b hves Morvewver,
wnlon Curlin hated unlons, Krom stabd of—soon Gpes)
ing In decent vlothes, beard and hair pressntably trimomed
Vurlin bwgun to favor him with & ol opinion The man
wan net anly skilled nr his teade, Dul intelligent, with many
visluilede Nitile .

wus an

the vary flnep he did not beldong to n

The p b ed  the Ty bjuly
i ¥ ¥ " owfMflves in IYonit was 4 dings
ewrn il f plain board e
tha ol i e wa i he il
Moo - i . it stk S L

Those who believe that all the mystery storles have
been (old, and that there are no new kinds, have the sur-
prise of their lives coming when they read the first in-
stallment of the new Blue Kibbon serial, *"The Room on
the Roof,” by WHI Fuyne, which is published in this s
nge of our weekly magnzine, It Is mot only n new kind
of mystery story but also s remarkable story of Chicago
Iife, with all Its threills, adveniures, complications, nnd oli
moses ood the nuwt remirhable setting ever chosen for
& novel=ithe roof of an IKstory sliyseaper In the loop,

La Salle sireet, one of the world's great money mar-
kets; Wells stveel, the day and night life of the loop, the
hatues and limunis of sockely Tolk—all these figure in Mr.
Puyne's story of a erime committed on the vool of the shy-
seraper.  Casting awide the thneworn (rappings of the
mystery novel, he has made an extraordinary motion pis
ture invention the treasure trove of his tale, Tor possessiog
of which al! chiaracters sirive, pnd there s 8 wholesome
charming love motif to lghten up the grim background
Wl Payne's best story,” Is the verdictl of erities.

Mr. Payue knows his Chicago, as for many years his
wis # Chleago newspaper man,  He has more bhan a dozen
suecessful povels to his eredit, together with scares of
short stovies, many of which desl accurntely with C'h
go lite. e was born in Whiteslde county, Tllinels, Is 57
yeurs old, and st present mnkes him home in Paw Paw,
Mich. Now you've readyto begin veading flest instulliment.

disvs frotn which arose the purr of digmom] dust Diting
with gentle tnmigtence, Into glass

A den, 16 foot square, was partitioned off from one corne
of this room, the newness of the bonrds showing that this
partition Imd been recently evectad. The door to [t was aflton
open for ventilntion, From his workbench Krom could lool
inte the den, which provoked & very lively curiosity In hig
mind -

ICowine ocoupled by w dey wisp of a0 man, oy e Gt
tall and welghing hardly 100 poundn Hix measger [are bore
a2 thin growth of gri which he acluwed with
bony Hitle hand Itut hy ¢ al tisfit this wenzen lace
wik capped by a noble heow thatehed with curly gray huoir
Helow the eyvebrown the poan was o mere onkey: aghaove

telod whinkers,

the evebyows he wae o phillosapher Hometimes for houre he
ntly plucking hie beard o0 rulfling
rertleanly phicwd hin cage

en hold differcnt oplnlons alwut the

bt gver m desd v
hinle Soinetinws he

roin's follow wia
man In the tnge Home sandd he was & nut: others il he
was bn Inventor Wroan proposed oo Cinad it fioe hit I
"he Little man's anme woae Steinman

Yarious persons——follow worlimen nnd olhes =
od Kromn's acguaintanes in ks hours of lelsure observed that
he had vne odd tnste In Hlerniurs That s, Ul oW pwer
v peculiar fuscipation for

dwellineg

& b Forn

..1...|1....r-. nillem seomned (o have
hiim e ould read them with the groatest oire,

TN -||I||1 with an appreciaiive relish
Afiter h
woll estabilished |

had bBeen pine months at o i
hin eploye)

. wmithout motlee, and we

ciphor on the | and s

golng o pasto afotbior
the bank for §1,000, and he'll fall for it'

“(3ld bricks and groen goods ar tho oocodl Lhings in the
world to sell bocnuse the wucker thinks b I s
thing for nothing.”

At the end of Lho weok, balng sobir upudn, L
the camers factory and gravely informed Cuclin that
hen I with the rlu

“You've been diunk! sald Curlln, who had no wmnll
chungo of mere politencss, But Krom was & very valual's
workman and retalned his fob—with a matirteal Hitle pris
behind his Leard

About that tine the great Comboy-Larsen  Compun
world’'s largest mukers of cameran angd lensen, sent Curli
a poltte note calling bie attention to the fact that s shatt
which he was using oo some of hin cameran [nfringed
patent held by thein.  They must ask bing to desldat frog
using the shuttor or poy o moderate royalty,  Curlin
plled, in effeat, that the shutter was his own invention
the Comboy-Larnen Company might go to the devil

Rhore followed Lung, costly and blitterly-contestod Wil
tian, In which Curline -to his  opspandiolde vith—-was il
nally worsted In this ltgation the Cobay-Larsen com
pany was reprosented Ly the eminent law (lem of Tllis, M
tndale, s Marwood & Bmith, with offlees in the ton slory
the Belknap bullding on Lo Salle wiesct | T TR

iwnpre ol N

Fetirne

e for Curtin ard so becawane intere: fodly
thiniel Harwood. thivdtmember of the low Thom

One Aprdl ovoning in 1821, Nathaniel Harwood  siood
the wrohed granite enteanee of the Deolknap building, «
dontly walting o sothie one,  The canyondeols roaney s

below Madison-—was but seantily popalpbod st that h
the cliy's evening atteootions Iylog elsew ey Yol o
would be, now and thep, & wonnn (o Jook at e
standing Ly the cntrance There woepres always wa
looke ot him,

Not only & vevy handsome man, bt bowodsoanes bnonodl
tingulshed way, The pericction of hin cluths win di
guished also—no toele cpeased and vorndabed peow e |
of n tallor's duiany The lounglngent it ol bils #leinl
figure, negligent! uppotted by o wllver handisd walk
wtick, was graceful without  posing He Wi T (T
it the thromnds of gray nt his templeos siidd thie
his sleek, dark tiane, guve o nole ol
contrast with thom musde hig Hghtdy e
mora youthtul Eivi e Trinhi
with a plensant, assuped ook

A cab dieew up o e curb
widd little Bielotnan, 1l [Ortner
bivg of the sorl populi culbed & ek
them back to the ane slevator thnt
they went up tu thea 1%k Mo Mhers
big, dark rowm containing o dogen &
rooms, lso dard I opwet of the
Eilim, Martindnle, Harwood & Smith
fice In the corpey of 1 Ludbding &
vlitrie Hghis

This private ofiive ae. perlnps
lavisghly Turnishied for moers professio
wt the bevad windows ero of tn
bong and shiny doesk o Lpenalve Wiss
Ut B0 mtood Tw T,
luntors of olect
s hmnduorn
walln were voh
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