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' Irish Flay Collins for Treaty Negotiations

Eighth installment of “Michael Colling’ Own Story,"”
s presented today to readers of The Omaha Sunday Bee,
Love of country, Instilled while yet & boy, was the
outstanding characteristic of the voung Irish leader, who,
through an American newspaper correspondent, has bared
the facts of Erin's struggle for freedom never before re-

veuled,

Finul chapters of the narrative were given the

correspondent shortly before Colling' assassination,

How the Easter week uprising, instead of being an
ignominious failure, became & spur to Irish loyvalty because
England treated the disturbance seriously has been ex-
plained in previous installmentas,

Erksine Childers' asinine seheme to get England to
congent to & “hands off” policy toward Ireland, deporta-
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“Lloyd George did pot, belleve
this, 1 repeat—=he wus well in-
formed., He Kknew we had organ-
bl on n natlonnd scule and could
count an 2000080 men, women and
children to do (heir part of the fank
of fighting the British semed forees
in guerills warfare, MHe knew the
British gorrison in Ireland all told
vumbered 150,000 men, He knew
that it would mean to eonguer the
Irish people. He did not want to
have to do it.

“Lioyvd Goorge knew that the fer-
ror had folled-—that it hfid been not
vrily nondeterrent but had actunlly
swaelled the palrlotie fervor of the
of Trelnnd He knew that
they hanged voung
Kervinh Barry, 560 young men of
bublin enrelled themselves in the
nrmy!
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boen pakl for o high explosive de
tanntor=—and five times us much for
revalver!  The British
prime minlster had accurate Infor-
mation ns to the Intended recipl
ents of the 600 45-caliber Colt nuto-
nuities diseovered on the docks In
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Yot in Treaty

tions of Sinn Feiners, Boland's devotion to De Valera and
the Sinn Fein convention in October, 1917, also have been

detailed.

“Llovd George was not to blame, except nominally,

T oapq

for Englund’s ;'mlir_\' during the period of 19172
This perhaps is one of the most startling statements
made by Collins, who asserted that the British prime min-
ister's attention was absorbed in the world war during
that period and left other matters to those under him.
The smushing of the British spy svetem, through

hunting down of Irish traitors, robbing of malls and t:tlp-
ping of telephone lines, has been deseribed in detail.

n

reply to charges against the Irish of unwarranted slavings,
Collins declares the “murders” they committed were legit-
imate acts of self-defense forced upom them by British op

pression,

The slaying of Francis Sheehy Skeflinglon, together
with two other Irish writers, and the disheartening at-
tempt to fix responsibility for the alleged “murders” have
bheen described by the Widow Skeffington, Mrs, Skefling-
ton later escaped in disguise and toured America to arouse

sympathy for the Irish cause,

The gun-running exploit at Howth was successful,
Fut the Irish attempt to import arms for the Easter up-
rising ended in disaster through the leaders’ inability to
get word to Sir Roger Casement, thelr representative in
Germany, of the change in the date set for the rehellion.
It was necessary to scuttle the ship when surrounded ‘h_\'
Pritish patrols in Tralee bay, the vessel golng down with
200000 rifles and 1,000,000 rounds of ammunition,

Cusement, rushing to Ireland in

a »ubmarine to pre

vert his comrades from attempting what he thought wis
impossible, paid for the trip with his lije

Brother and Sisters at Grave of Collins

At the grave of Michael Collins st burial In Glas nevin cemetery, Dublin, were his sisters, one 8 pun, and

& brother, a priest (center),

denaticnalizing Influence of Anglicl
ation.

“The task before uws, having gt
rid of the Britisls, is 'to get rid of
the remaining InNuencon—to denn:
glisize ourpelves

“It I8 po restriction nor lmita
tlom In the treaty that will prevent
wur nation from becoming great sand
potent,  The presence of & repre-
rentative of the Britlsh crown—de
peniding upon us for his resources
cannot prevent us from dolng that
The wordm of a document ns (o
whiat our status I8 cannol
usa from doing thaet,

prevent

Opportunity
to Make Good

“Ome thing only oan
—und that ix disunion among our
selven, Can we not concenlrate and
unite not un the negntive, but on
the positive task of making a real
Ireland—n natlon of our own?

“The only way (o get rid of the
British eontamination snd the evils
of eorrupt materialism Is to secure
s united Ireland fntent on demo.
cratic ways, to make our free Ire.
land a fact, and not to keep it Tor.
ever in dreamland as  something
that will never vome true, and which
has no practical effect or reality
exeept an giving rise 1o everlasting
fighting and destruction. Destrue-
tive conflict seems almost to have
become the end Hsell in (he minds
of some,

“In those earf duys of the year
we clung hopefully to the bellef that
our political opponents must souner
or later getise their opposition and
woept the wil of the people which
wan dolly hecoming more tnd more
overwhelmingly in favor of the
trealy

YAt thut wns per
Lapa the only country (o EBurope
whivh had living hopes of a bhetter
villzatjon Weo "‘hind an unparal
Ieled, oppottuniy of making good
Mueh wns withiln our grasp. Whao
could lay a fpger on onr libertios?
It any powsr menaced s we weps
In a position than ever
befors
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Fate Left in
Collins' Hands

W hnd renched biw Larthiek
fram which to adyagee and
Hberties to make Ireland a
shining light In a dark Workd
nstriol our anclont eivilation on
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nathons  with  their  falss
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“T'he polnt wis—how o nominets
the lucky 30 Kt ry one of us
knew In hin heart that our return
to the nrmy meant more (o Treland
than that of any other man! That
wan only human, of course,  The
wolection was not mafely to he left
In our bunds,  Only xomeone less
welfinterestad ought Lo nate the 30

“Among ourselves wa  discussed
our yarious leaders—io find one
upun whise judgment we could sl
rely., Brugha, as titular head of
tha army, was objected to by many
of ws, De Valers lkowise was vot-
ed down, Finally Collins was pro-
posed, Nol ome man of the 1,200
had any objectioms to him. And
wo wa left ouf fate in his hands.
We did it beeause we had Implicht
trust in him.”

The litile story was wold me by
Desmond Fitzgerald several monthe
after the signing of the treaty. 1
toll It héra to make clear the hold
Collins had on all clusses of Trish
men. But In the cage of Da Valera
thers wan also u kind of Wing faith
on the part of hundreds of thou
minds of Irish people which  are
counted for him very real power §n
Iidl Bivesinn,

“The campaign being waged by
the uncompromising republicans,”
Colline wmild ut ons of our last con
forsners, “had ftm beglnnings In the
bitter fight In the carly seaslons of
the Tail
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te authorsbip. But this Is relatively
unimpartant b
‘An o the differences betweer
the traaty and this alternative, thare
in, for Instunce, the definite stipula
tlon in Document No, 2 for Britsin's
rutiflcation of the alternative. And
bund In band with that fact s De
protest agains
the British conferring on us of the
rights and powers of the treat)

Valera's vehemgnt

Vagueness of
Document No. 2

"Under eorinin clnuses of the al
ternative Ireland s committed to an
ansocintion sa vagues that it might
aYord grounde for claimes by Britaln
which might give her an oppor
funity to prese for controel in Trish
aflaire an ‘common oconcerns,’ and
Lo une or fo threalan to use forcs,

“The Jrish people would never
have agreed 1o cominit themeselves
to anylhing wmo vague., We know
that thers ure many things which
the wiales of the British common-
wealth can aMord to regard as "com-
mon coneerns’ which we could not
afford so to regurd—ons of the dis
advantagen of  geographical pro
pinguity.

YWa hud ta find wome form of as
soclation which would mafegunrd us
—ith far an wo could be safegnarded
—in smewhut the same degres an
the B000 millen of ocean wafeguard
Canndn

“e Valern knew when he ae
copted the British prime minister’s
Invititlon to disouss gusocintion with
the Hritish emnmonwealth thut
thit meant ausociation of a different
kind from that of mere allianes of
Waintesl nintions

“More than that, the associntion
of the trenty (o less equivoeinl than
propesed In Docu
external nssocin
tion mentlonesd 1o Document No,
honesty of complets
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Advantagis of
Freaty Are Lost

Bt el ore polng i e
sotine details, T owanl Lo stgte sgain
that frem  begluning to end  this
document is Tor the must part a
repetition of 1the treaty—with only
stich slight verbal alierations as po
one but a factionist  would  have
thaught it worth while to have risk
vl wrecking the ireaty for.

AN an impravertienl in  the
document Na, 2

ettty e dieth
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“It merely nitach
freal lulel 1o the satne Parcel, or
rather, o latiel written of purpoxe
Hegibly In the hope of making he
love thut the parcel wos other
than it is!

“lat & world who stapds Ly now
and exprosses soorn of a peapde who
permil outrages to be practicsd up-
on them by o minority understand
that this in not falr to the Irish
penple,

“iat the warld
there have besn only hrief inter-
vala bwiwsen long poriods of star-
vatlop—periods In which we could
reflect upon our condition and
awaken Lo the cuuse of our miseries,
The presence of tha Englivh had de
prived um of Jife and liberty

“An Infamous mochine was da
stroying us.- Now that it has grne,
the ravaging offects remain Na

mOuE Nl i

remember that

Fiancee of Collins

Will Take the Vel

J’E 58 Ki.ﬂ’y Kierna mj

Bereaved by the psspssination of
her flance, Michasl Collins, lead of

the Irish  free stale, Miss  Kitty
Kirnan is te enter s convent and
inle the vows of a nun, aceording
to her cousin, Francis  O'Heilly,
who has arrived in Amerea,

ey Botigyedd

Vere 1 han e

When Fopgland made her peace

prn[n:hal, Irish

leaders determined to seek the maximum limit of freedom.

Collins pleaded, without avail, with De Valera to
have someone else take his place at the trealy negotia-
tions,  That Colling began to distrust De Valera's motives
i» shown by the former's query “whether. . .he (De Valera)
wished to include me among the scapegoats who must in-

evitably fail to win success (at the conference).
Spenking of the treaty lll'i{ll“ﬂ”ﬂll!, Collins
“From beginning to end, the

this startling statement:

1

makos

English plenipotentiaries dealt candidly, falrly, sympa-

thetically,

Last Sundav's installment cloges with an acceount of
the cool reception the Irish delegates received upon their
return to Dublin following signing of the treaty which
yave Ireland virtually the same status ax Canada in re-

Letion to England.

Patrik’n cullege, Wa

“The comdithim of the country is
withdert of the deepest distross and
bmilatlon. ©On the grost  wadional
westhon of " the tresty every Brish
mane s entitled o his own opin
foh, subect to truth gnd responsi
bty 1o Giodd,

I Is om pations guestion Lo be
seltled by the national will and us
certalned by an election. B s paln
ful to have to use the langusge of
vomdemnation, but principles wre be
Ing opendy  defenided which are in
fundamentsl conflict with the Iaw
of ol

“The army ns o whale and still
s part of the wrmy has po morsl
right 1o declare isell  independent
of ol eds il wuthority I the country
sach n clabm is subversive of all
vivil liberty.,

“Phe wremy, wowe an wny olher
order in sockety, from the muture of
Itn Institutlon, is the servant of the
nution'sy gosernment . . . We  ap
peal In the name of Giod, of Ire
lnnd snd of all natlonal dignity to
the lenders on both sides, eivll and
milliary, to meet aguin, 1o remem.
bee old fellowsBip In danger and
sulfering, nnd I they cunnot mgree
upon  the maln  guestion af sl
ovenis—that the use of the revolver
wust ceane, and the  dections, the
nathimal expression of sell-determi
nution, be allowed to be held free
from all viedence.

“To thin appes! GriMih and 1 re
epomded wholeheartedly, The result
I8 known by the world. The mill
tary execullve Thal was =&f up |n
the Four Courta was the pnswer of
the extiremist

Antagonism

Within Ranks

CHAPTER XV

"When a peaple hae struggled for
TED years agalnst subjectlon, I is
perhiape not steange that tha one
dominating characteristic of wuch &
people should fAnsdly
antagonism. And antagonism has
vune Lo be an Ingralned quality of
many Irishmen,

comna (0 bhe—

“Among ourselves, In the 28 coun:
tien there is bhordly lesn of antago
niem bétwoen the labor group and
those not so labeled than there in
between the soculled  republicans
and those who support the trealy,
The nrrangement with Lhe Hritinh
kovernment has removed Ireland’s
one great lneplration for unity and
has made many Irlshmen forgot
that nfter wa are svery one of us
~republlcan extremist and” mode
raty free mtater, radical laborite and
[deallstic separatist—Irish!*

Michuasl thus Intraduced
his narrative of the iwoe years' relgn
of vielence in Belfust—one night
while be lay ) at the house of a
friend in ublin, He tald e the
story anly after he had become eon
vineed of the uselopunows of further
conferences with Blr Jomes Cralg,

"Mistaking the means for the end
Is perhaps the greatest bunder a
rman oan make," he continusd, 'U'n
happily it Ix n Blupder of which
many Irishmen are gullty, In some
Instances fghting for freedom how
“one 1o mean fghting for Nehting's
Jake  Rringing the vietims of (his
delunlon ta readize thelr folly con-
titutes the gravest problem con
fromting the Fros Huute government
For it s this spirit of
hostility anlmating opposing groups
of Trishimoen that fe largely rosiwn
sible for the sltuation In Ulster If
iw wfl thi

oxpect  upde

Calline

Usplelon am

Unity I o g ilile
wiruth, how oam we
tanding sl

ister?

tnng
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