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JACK THE CLIMBER

FI SYNOPAIS —Inshiking the pros.
pect of & month's visit 1o her Aun-
tere nunt, laly Erythea Lambe,
at Jervaulx abbey, und her cousin
Alexander Lambe, Almee, vivaclous
daughter of the Very Reverend
Vimcount Heroope, moels a young
man who lnughingly introduces
himeelf as “Rilly,” American, The
two ride on ik motorcycle, the
Wlving Sphinx,” npd part. With
Georginn Bernery, her cousing Almes
mets out for Jerpvaulx, BNhe forces

(leorgina o Impersonate her ot
FF Jervaulx, and shie goes on & holi
Almee agnln meets By, He
In Spencer, and

dny
telln lier his nume
e igives lers as Amy Snookes, al
present “out of n Job' By ofers
to take her into pattnership In =all-
I the Sphinx. Inon spirit of mad-
cap advonture, alie accepts.  The
two proceed to the town of Stan-
hoe, taking separate lodgings In
Ivy coltlnge While Aimes I8 He-
crotly  visiting  (eorginae at Jer-
vallx, the place (s burglarized, and
the famous lLambes omeraldn are
stolen,  Almee escapes,  Police de-
¢lde the thieves are “Jack the
Climber” and “Calamity Kate™
wlhio travel on a motoreycle, Ly,
who has shadowed Almee (o Jeor-
vaulx, follows the thleves Ie in
knocked out,, but emerges from the
fght with the Lambe emeritlds
He meeots Almes, with the polive
in pursait. In & #ecure hilding place,
A cave among the crag pite, Almes
tells him tha whole story, He urges
her that she make a frank confes-
slon to her father, but on reflec-
tlon both realize Almee's good
name has bheen compromined. As-
suring A'meas he has o plan to save
her, Billy leaves her In the cave
and, processding to Jervaulx, re-
stores the emerilda to the astound-

ed Lady Erythea, My tells a
story that satisfies the police, re-
fuses n rewnrd and accepts &

chauffeur's job from Lady Frythea.
Almee gets the place of parlor
mald at Jervaulx, Alexander thinks
he recognizes Almee as ‘Ualanmity
Kate.” Qeorginn divulges Almee's
ilentity, Henring her story, Alex-
andar consents to keep the secret
Alaxandor finda himself very much
In love with Georgina. Alexander's
uister, lady Diann, arrives. An-

other vigitor I8 the Vicomte de

Juswac, her sultor, THana recog- IL
algen Almee and threatens to de-

nounca her. Almes conifides In Da
Jusmne, e Jussac is accepled by
Dignn and Almes muakes her prom-
ine to Keep sllence,  Alexander in
accepted by Georgina. Lady Ery-
thea, still in the dark, is delighted.

CHAPTER XX|—Continued.
) e

He passed along the wiler lane In
the directlon of Jervaulx, his eyes
scanning the ground and the diteh. A
Httle distance short of the gate
through which Billy hnd wheeled the
Sphinx when dodging the police, he
stooped quickly s pleked up a serap
of metal, It was the broken end of an
exhaust sllencer,

“I was rlght!" elaculnted Billy,
“Here they erushed ngain—or the en-
gine gave out. for gowd. And they
came the very way I did myself., And
one of the two wans lnme—dend Inme,
One sure thing—they couldn’t have got
far that night, And If they weren't able
to ride the thing, what Jdid they do
with it1*

He hurrled to the far end of the
field, where the last of the teacks had
falled, He hesitated, and glanced to-
wards the distunt crag-pits,

“What should T have done myself—
if I hudn't known the ground?' he
thought. “I'lIl try here first”

Less thun o hundred vards to the
right was a elump  of  brushwood,
growing alone, o litle onsis on the
bure feld

The bushes masked a narrow clay
pit, twenty feet deep, that had been
delved in thmes past to bring up the
henvy marl subsoll amd sprend It over
the sandy field, It wig now complote.
ly elonked with brambles, Billy pulled
them apart, il saw something gleonm-
Ing dimly ot the hottom of the pit,

It was the buckled featme of a big
twin Indian motoreyele,

With o whoop of trivmph  Bllly
clambered down the steep side of the
pit and disappeared through the hram-
bles,  He remaloed below some time,

When ot last he emerged and stood
on the brink, Dilly's fuce was rather
pale, and hils eves tronbiled,

“tirent Caesar's  ghost 1" he  sald,
“Who'd have expected this? Now—If
I can plek up the other track, 'l have
the gume ln my hanids ™

He hurvled in the direction of the
distant crogpits, then suddenly pulled
up short and glanced ut his  wrist-
watel,

“Alnee he exclnlmed,

He hind pn appolntiment with Alinee
at five, and an nrgent one. It was nl
ready past the hoyr Billy set off at
norun, and In ten wminutes reached the
rendezvons,  Almee wis there already,
i rongh wnlking-clonk and
hiat tritanus] with enlleo
lols In splte of the costume
Lookedd vividly lovely
e, ChaulTeur,” sald Almee, gevore
“1 don't know If you think 1 want
ufternocon off like this,

wT L
Buooks

she

L
to wiaste my
Yon're lnte™

“T'm sorey,” panted Elly,
quick as 1T eould”

“Came nn

“What  are you  looking  excited
phout s she sald, eyelng hlm  suspl
clnusly,

“Oh—Just seelng vou,”™ bhlurted Billy,

“That isn't true. I've never seen you
Inok exelted before.  You've found out
sotmething.  What 1s 11"

Billy paused.

“It's true. 1 have found out some-
thing,” he suld quietly, “but there's
wore to do, and 1 haven't quite all the
cards o my hands, It's the most amaz-
ing stont yet, 'l tell yon about It
ghe moment I've got It set.”

Almee looked at him wistfully.
| *[ den’t think you ought to have any
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secrets from your partner,” she sald.
“1 always tell you eversthing.”

“ve me ti tondght,” 'ulr'lll’!i‘ll l:“l."
“I hate to tnlk nbout It now, It's ugly,
Wy tondght we shall have elther won or
logt—hut we'll win! Wil you trust
e ?*

Almee seated herself on the taef Ses
nenih the sweethrinrs,

SAN right then,” she sald happily.
“Let's forget our tronhbles for a bit,
Sit down—you look so tall, towering
up there, that I oan hardly see yous-
aned I toll iny news,  It's mueh more
interesting thun yours. Do you know
that Alexander hoas got hlmsell en
guged to my dear fat Georgle, and
they're Idiotienlly “happy 1™

“MHas he?" ecried Billy, dropping he-
glile her, “Cood for hiin!  She's a rend
trump of a girl, that,  And the parson's
ns white as they make them—he's a
fine fellow.”

“Yes. Georgle will exactly sult him,
I shouldn't have, o bit."

You!™ exclalmed Bllly,

“Exuactly. Aunt Erythea's idea Is
thut Alexander's marrying me, You're
not very bright today, Billy, They'll
hnve a funny tangle to stranlghten out,
when the crash comes,”

“Geel They will, We'll have to help
them somehow.™

*Of course we shall, But I wonder
how we'll do I, And that's not all—
the Vicomte has suddenly become be-
trothed, ns he calls I, to Alexunder's
slster—Cold Lambe™

“She'll tone him down,” sald Billy.

“Not a bit, He'll tone her up,” re-
plled Almee confldently, “and a Jolly
good thing, too. So there they all are.

Billy Stared Before Him Gloomily.

I oughtu't to have mentioned it to you,
Billy—1 know how it depresses you,
It's horeible—all this sentlment.”

Billy stured betore him gloomily, and
wus silent,

“Isn't It inslsted

“Sivkening 1"

Almew,

suhl Billy, bitterly,
Almee glanced at him and, looking

wny, stieeed the grass with the point

of his shoe, There was a long pause,
“What was It yorr were saying
about things? sald Almes,

“1 told you,” replled Billy, “that be-
fore tomorrow it will elther be a com-
piete ernsh-—or ull clear,”

Almee nodded,

"1 see, That means, In the tirst ense,
that 'l be  exploded—broken—done
for-—"

“No!"™ osald Billy, sharply,

“It does, though, But In the second,
if things go better—I shull just be
back at Scroope, in a sort of mild dis.
groce—stond  In the corner. Thaot's
nothing mueh ' used 1o i, And
there you are! Well, the curtpin's soon
golng to ring down,  Our  partner-
ship—"

Billy turned to her quickly.

“Is finished,” continued Almee qulet-
Iy, looking out aeross the park, “I
shiun't be uble to ride the Sphinx for
you, Billy, I'm sorry about that, It
wonld hnve been fun”

By eaught his breath,

“You mean,” he salid slowly, “that 1
SAAN'L see you ngnin?™

“I menn that, How can you? ©Our
Hitle holiday I8 over, Billy"
Ilis fingers elosed on the turf on

either stde of him, and dog deep.

“1 understumd,  It's up to ne,  To-
murrow=—we  don’'t even know  each
other”

He let go the turf, and eanght her

THTITE
“Almee "
“Bllly ™
Before either of them Knew how |t

happened, he had her in his arus,

“1 can't h;l your go ! sakd Billy wild
Iv. “You're the darling of the world,
The lovellest, bhrightest thing thnt ever
brenthied,  Almee—do you think—youn
coulil try and love me?"

“"Love you?" suld Almee, trembling,
“Wha could help loving you, Billy "

1le held her tight and kissed her,

“1 was so frightened—"" sald Almew,
in a stitled volee,

“Frightened— 1" He held her tighter,

“That you'd be frightened—"

“Me!"
Yo
Almed,

belng  sentimental,”  panted

Billy felt stunned,
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knew  what U've heen
sald a little hoarsely,
trying not to let you

“If you
through,” he
“thig past week
see "

e kissed her agnin—more than
onee,  Then he sat back, his hend o
n whirl, There was the longest puuse
yot; a silence that seemed Intermi-
nnble,

They were recalled to earth by a
stncento nolse,

“Yap! Yap! Yap! Yap! Yipe
yipe!*
Almes and Blly started violently

A small white IMighland terrler, with
s four legs braoeed, was barking at
them exeltedly, but not wholly with
disapproval

Almee felt stricken ns though by n
sudden parnlysis,  Behind the terrier
stood Lady Erythen, erect and rigld,
The glare In her eyes was the glare
of a destroylng Gorgon,

CHAPTER XXII f
-
Not Guiity,

The gullty pale nrose to thelr feet.
Almee, from rosy red, had rurned ex-
tremely pale, There was every ex-
cuse for It. Lady Erythea's expres-
slon wns enough to unnerve the stout-
est heart,

“And this,” In a volce llke the clush-
Ing of a motor's gear-box, “In the face
of my express warning! You are dls-
charged.”  She took a step towards
Almee, “And as for you—"

Billy Interposed his large figure be-
tween them.

“Madam,” he sald, "If you have any
comments to make, please make them
to me, Or, better still—do not make
them at all."

His volee wns quiet and respectful.
But his chin was lifted remarkably
high, and his llps compressed danger-
ously.

Lady Erythea struggled for breath,

“Are you presuming,” she sald, In
a strangled volee, “to (ictate to me!"

Mr. Willlam Spencer bowed.

“T hope—my lndy—that It will not
he necessary, What 1 do presume s
to defend Miss—Snooks—agninst any
reproaches whatever. This s  her
afternoon off.”

Aimee looked at them both—espe-
cinlly at Lady Erythea, And for once
the “sand," on which she had so often
been complimented, deserted her. Al
mee turned suddenly and fed,

The terrier, under the Impression
that it was all an extremely Interest-
Ing game got up for his amusement,
pursued her out of slght round the
bushes, giving tongue excltedly,

Billy kept hls eyes fixed on the In-
truder,

“If you require an explanation, Lady
Erythena,” he suid quietly, “I guess 1
can glve you one very briefly. I have
Just usked Mlss Snooks to marry me,”

Lady Erythiea wns mentally stag-
gered. "Yon  have asked her—ito
marry you?" she sald, starlng at Billy.

“And she has done me the great
honor to consent.”

Lilly's grim expression relaxed (nto
a very charming smile, ;

“1 feel sure your ladyship will not
throw any obstacles in the way of this
humble romanee,” he suld gently, *We
shall be very happy to hinve our em-
ployer's approval.”

His employer gnzed at him dumbly,
The unnonucement cume as o shoek,
And it was diticult even for Luady
Erythea to Billy's smlle.  As
well attempt to resist o sunbeam, She
welted  imperceptibly,  Her facultles
were  benused, Billy, despite  the
simile, louked =o extraordinurily digni-
fled that Lady Erytlien almost felt an
Impalse to apologize to her chuufleur.

She made an ellort to recover her
uusterity.

“You have asked this girl to warry
you—atter an acquaintunce of four
duys?" she =ald acldly. “ls that—auan
Amwerican custom ¥

Billy's smile intensitied.

“I haven't much experience, my
lady,”" he suid, *but I think It's a
Liritish  custom, too—sometimes,”

With two such recent examples at
hand, her ludyship felt unable to con-
tradtiet him,  Shie looked ot him stead-
ily, wondering why she felt no resent-

resist

ment, There was gomething so re
markably disarming about Billy,
“What you twell me, Spencer,” she

sald ar last, “places o new uspect on
the case, It s, T suppose, within your
diseretion  to enguge yoursell to a
yYoung woman it you wish to do so
The situation In which 1 found yoeu
ledd me to suspect mere lrresponsible
philandering—un thing most steingent-
Iy forhldden within the precinets of
Joervaulx., Adwiltting the serlonsnoess
of your intentions,” she continuml
with returning Indignation, “1 nm still
unahle to constder your behavior dee-
orous,”

“I was very careful to choose g
pluce just ontslde the park boundary,
my lady,” sald BRIy gravely, “and 1
waus obillged o make use of the small
nmount of free time at my disposal "

Loy Lrvthen drew n long breath,

“1I am waking unprecedented allow-
for you, Spencer,” she  sald,
“since 1T eannot forget how far 1 gm
indehtndd to Ny for the recovery of
my emeralds, If I was under n mils
nppreliension as to your coniducr just
now, It was naturnl. 1 willl €ay no
more, Bot 1T gather from thls eveat
that you will be leaving my service n
uny ease, so 1 will merely give you n
week's notlee—If you are willlng to
stay 80 long"

“Yes, | guess I shall he quitting
rather soon,” sald Billy, “but I'll be
very glad to serve your ladyship In
the meantime, and | hope I'll glve sat-
isfactlon, But, may 1 take It that you

Hnves

won't put 1t acrogs-—~that you will not
suy anything to—Amy?'

“I hinve nothing more to say In the
matter  whutever,” replied her lady-
ship abraptly. “But you must under-
stinid that the conduct of both of you
will have to be rigldly clreumspect
nnd correct,”

Billy twinkled.

“We shall be enreful to give your
ladyship no grounds for eomplaing,”
he sald,

Lady Lrythen had a vague Impres.
slon that Billy was luughing at her. It
wus strunger stlll that she did not
aeem to feel nny resentment.

“You mny go!” she suld, with a ges-
ture of dismisenl,

Billy  saluted and walked away.
She watched hils tall flgure 1 it had
receded some little distnnee, and then
recalled him,

“Spencer "

Bllly returned.  Lady Erythea in-
spected bl throngh her lorgnette,

“Are you sure that this Is a wise
thing you are dolng? ghe sald slowly,
"You seemn to me n somewhat superior
young man. I think you could do
much better for yourself,”

Billy twinkied yet more brightly,

“I should hate to digngree with your
ladyship,” he snld, “but I am quite
sure I couldn't.,”

Ludy FErythea turned and walked
away with a dazed alr.

Billy passed through the gate Into
the lane, and made for the abbey at
his hest speed, He hoped that Almoee
might be waitlng for Lim somewhere
within eall, but there was no sign of
hier. Thiuling It likely she would be
In the nelghborhood of the garage, he
hurried In that direction, He was
within slght from the park boundary,
when Monsleur de Jussac, appronch-
Ing the fence froon the abbey, saw hlm
and called hin, . ¥ name,

Billy was too ©ir away to hear, The
Vicomte whistle!, without result. He
saw Billy disvppear In the directlon
of the crag-pi'+, De Jussac hesitated,
uncertaln whether to follow.

“Our smazing chauffeur appears to
be In a hurry,” murmured Bertrand.
He took out a elgarette, and smoked
it reflectively, Dertrand was looking
a lttle puzzled and anxious, Finally
he wandered slowly back towards the
abhey,

As lhie nenred the maln entrance the
quack of n motor horn was heard,
and an automoblle drove up rapidly.
It contalned the stolld Inspector Panle
from Stunhoe. Beslde him sat a silm
and active-looking man in a gray
tweed overcont,

De Jussue, raising his eyebrows,
drew near unobtrusively., The man in
tweeds got out and stepped briskly up
to Mr., Tarbeaux, who was standing
on the steps,

“You have p chauffeur here,” sali
the man In tweeds quletly, “who ealls
himself Willlam Spencer.”

“Yes, sir,” sald Mr. Tarbeaux.

Bertrund de Jussuce moved away,
with the air of one retreating from a
situation with which he hud no con-
cern. He lit a clgarette qs he went,
hut once on the fur slde of the rliodo-
dendrons, Monsleur de Jussne began
to move with uncommon swiftness,

“Is he on the premises ot the mo-
ment?" sald the visltor,

“I do not know, sir” replled Mr.
Tarbenux with cold reserve, eyeing
the pollee ear. “If you wish to sve
her ladyship—"

“l1 do. Inform her at once, If you
please, that the pollice are here

Mr. Tarbenux went indoors, leaving
the visltor on the step, It was some
little time before Luady Erythea her-
self enme to the entrance, grim and
forbldding, enr-trumpet in hand,

“I am IDwiective-Inspector Ark-
wright, from Seotland Yard,"” sald the
visitor, “I wish to see vour chauf-
feur, my lady=William Spencer.”

“For what purpose? sald her lndy-

Lady Erythea Inspected Him.

ship, examining him leily through her
lorgnetie,

“That will transplre a8 soon as 1
have seen hbn'" sald Arkwright a
1ttle sharply.

A fuce peersd down  eautiously
from a secomd-tlooy window, It was
the face of Almee, very white and
senred.  She drew back quickly be-
hind the window curtains, one hand
clutching and kneading them tightly
as she lstensd,

“Does this Mean,” sald her ladyship
with digtinet hostility, “that you pro-
pose to arrest my chauffeur? If not,
what do you mean? He Is the man
who restored the emeralds to me,
when the police fulled to achleve any-

thing whatever, and 1T have complete
vonfidence In him. If that really s
your intentiop, It Is my opinlon you

are nbhout to make fools of your
selves,”
Ingpector  Arkwright looked both

surprised and freitated,
“I am here with full anthority, my
lady," he sald abruptly, “and my task

Is to clear this matter up, Out of
conslderntion for yon, 1 have come
here quite openly, and what my in-

tentlons nre 1 must
keep to myself,*

“It Iz Spencer's afternoon off, T be.
Heve,” snld Lady Ervthen colily, *1
do not think he Is on the promises.”

The iInspector was plainly  baken
aback by his reception, His lps tight-
ened to n thin line. Just then a po-
Heeman on a bleyele eame riding rp-
Iy nlong the drive, Tt was Constable
Polson,

“Beg pardon, sir,” he
mounting and saluting the
“have you found the man
looking for here?

“Why " sald Arkwright abruptly,

“Well, sir, T know him by sight, of
course," sald Polson in a lower volee
—4“the clhinuffeur, I menn—and ns 1
came off the Stanhoe rond awhile ago,
I saw somebody lke him erossing the
forty-acre Neld und golng towards the
erag-plts. T thought TI'd better hurry
on and tell you. I'm sure it was het

at the moment

sald, dls
inspector,
you nre

“Excellent! You. are a man that
keeps hig eyes onen,” excluimel In-
spector Arkwright.  “Come, P'an'ie—

lenve the car here.
the way."

The three of them departed to-
gether hurriedly In the direction of
the park boundary.

I'olson, shoy us

Lady Erythea stared after them
with mingled anger und anxiety. She
walted for some time on the steps,

pondering, and then went slowly in-
doors, Her eyves were troubled,

The three pollee, crossing the park,
left It by a wicket gate near the
sweet-briar clump. After a short con-
sultatlion with Polson, Inspector Ark-
wright gave an order. The threc men
spreading out In a wide seml-clirele,
stalked the erug-pits by way of thay
lower meadow,

W  CHAPTER XXIII
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Mr. William Spencer, after arriving
in the fallow-field where stood the
clump of bhushes that hid the broken
Indian motoreyele, muade a rapld sor-
vey of the situation. He resumed his
task of quartering the ground for
trucks,

This, being unfrultfal, oceupied but
o little time. e gave it uy and went
forward again, dipping down Into the
erag-plts beyond,

Billy had forined upon the factors
alrendy In hls possession a  theory
which appealed to him strongly. He
hoped to prove It. Ilut the hope was
very slender,

“If I'd only got wise to this two
days ago,"” he sald gloomily, *I might
have done something, But there's no
saying how old the trucks are. Amd
there's so little thoe"

He lookid about him thoughtfully.
The aren of the erng-pits covered
some fwenly acres: o wide bhottom of
red  samd o studded  here gnd  there
with tangled bushes, The plaee was
shut in by low rved Wafl's of corallne
crog, with a few gaps o them through
which winding puaths sloped up to the
higher pground,

“The tells me nething,” soid
Billy to himself; “too lovse aml wind-
own to hold g trall more than two
duys.  But there's five—maybe six
caves, most of them plain aml
casy—anybody can see 'em.  Still, 1l
go over them, My own frst. 1 guess
there's pobody conlil have found thae”

e wound his woy through the
bushes to the serven of brambles tha
musked the cave where Almee bl
tuken refuge on the nleht of the bur-
glury, and after scanning the ground
near Its appronches, pushed the briars
aslde and  entered  cautiously.  The
CAVEe wWias empiy—suave for thot super
maotoreyele, the Flying Sphinx, which
stood walting in patient dumbness al
the far emd, weeping slow tenrs of oll
into a lttle pool beneath the silencer,

sl

Lo

By tald o band upon his Arab
stewdd, and  sighed,  Then bis face
brightenad amuzingly.

“Your thme'll eome  azuin — and

mighty soon!™ he sald with affection,
He turned, and left the cuve, It
bholy ground to him now; for
night it had heen Almee's refuge,

He poassed Tarther along the pirs,
inspeetiog a secand and mueh more |
obvlous cuve on his way, e wus Just |
nhout to ewmerge from it when some
thing canght Billy's ove, on the far
side of the pits, e shrank hoek
quickty into the cave's mouth anil tot-
tened bbmsell agalost the wall, wateh-
Ing,

wis
one

The obJeer whieh gave hhm panse
was very small, and fully tour hun-
dredd yvards distant. Wt it shinwl

agniost the sky-lHne and to the eve of
u frontlersman anythilug that euts the
‘-I.y-lin--. wnd that moves ever so lttle,
Is at once apparent.  Whnt Billy saw
was the upper part of a hewl, peering
over the wdge of the Hittle el on the
|r]r|||'|\'ill' side,

A palr of sFoulders followed the
head, und thelr owner was obviously
wutehing the plt whth a desire to dis-
cover whether the const was elear.
There was a curlous furtiveness ahout
the figure that presently  appenred,
anid dropping down the cllif by a steep
path resched the Jower ground aud
crossed It at a ran.,

Billy erept from the gloom of the
cave's mouth and, erouching behind
the briur bushes, peered through them
eagerly. The ruonning figure was n
woman—a swall woman elad in a
khakl-colored  dust-clonk, carrving a

threaded between the bushes,  sate
reached a point again= the ¢l on
Billy's side, three hundred yords he
ther along, close by a tangle of unders
growth, There she halted, and, lowlke
ing round her quickly, disuppeared
with extreme suddenness,

“Great Chrlstopher!™ sald Billy,

He rose to hls knees, staring at the
place where she had vanished,  Hias
eyes were bright, his foce had Ht up,

ST was rlght,” he sald in o hushed
tone, “DBut, gee! 1 never thought of
this.*

He rose, ns If to follow, but on see-
ond  thoughts  subsided aguin and
wititedd,  He remnined there fully ten
minutes, when the fHgure reappeanred,
nndd horvied along the pit bottom In
his direction,

Billy wormed himself hureriedly un-
dor the tongled brinrs at sotne cost to
hig skin. The woman passed hiin

within =eventy yards, walking rnpidly,
She was no longer enrrying the hundle,

When she had passed, Billy peoped
Though

after her, he could not see

The Running Figure Was a Woman.

her face, he had not the slightest
doubt who she was, She disappeared
round the bend of the pits.

Billy extricated himself cnutiously
from the bush and wuited for some
time on his knees, staring in the di-
rection she had taken. “There was
nothing more to be seen of her. Then,
springing to his feet he sprinted to
the spot where she bad first vanished
with the bundle,

The bushes partlally cloaked the
mouth of one of the muny erig caves;
the entrance was not diffienlt to tind
when one was close to it, Billy walked
in without hesitation. He found pre-
cisely whut he expected,

On the floor of the eave, stretehed
upon a couch of dry bracken, lay a
man, He was not a spectacle which
in any way gladdensd the eve,

He was big and lusty of lmb; what
little could be seen of his face through
i week's growth of brown stubble was
haggard.,  His beak of a nose jutted
bemween two ferce deep-sunk eyes, One
of his legs was extended, and swathed
from foot to knee in dripping-wet cal-
bandages that looked us If they
hadd been ripped {rom a woman's gar-
thent,

lilly found himself looking down
the muzzle of a small repeating pistol,
helid W a hairy but very steady Hst,

“Stop right where you are,” sald the
occupunt of the cave, reclining on one

cibow,  “Don't move a step forward,
nor yet a step ek, Get me?”
Billy stopped  obediently, e eal-

culated the distanee hetween them to
be o dozen feer: there was no Hkenl-
homl of capturing the pistol befors
the bullet struck him.  ‘he eyes of
the moan showed that he meant busi-
ness. He was in faet, less like a man
than a erippled wolf,

“JInck  the Climber,” sailil Vlly
Blandly, “I am pleased to meet vagl,
I've been looking for you quite a
while”

“Don't glve me
snarled the
Juke”

that
COavenn,

fool name!™
“My nume I8

“Anything to  oblige, Mr. Jake,
there's the lttle matter of the Jeor-
vilulx  burgliey  agolnst you, smong

others,"”

“What are you givin' me!" retorted
Jnke,

“The LIuT doesn’t go,” sald Billy.
“Your motoreyele’s yvonder in the
elay plt, Al the cards are out.”

The man's face twitehed,

YAre you the policey”

“No" sald Billy.

Jake stared at the tall form In front
of him, and emitted n startled oath,

“I Wlieve yon're the guy that
shugged e, lnst Saturday night,” he
s,

“Quite eorrveet,”

“You're on your own, eh?' Jake's
head  craned  Torwnrd, his eves on
Billy's fuee. “And nlone, I guess!™

“Do yon tuke me for a fool?" sald
By enlmly.

The man shivered, The expression
in his eves was drendful,

"Nee here!™ ke sald  snllenly,
“You've got me ser. 1 can't move
I'm up against It. 1 know they'll pull
me.  Well, T'H take my dose.  1'l

throw my hand In"
“Wise of von,”

“ilLet her
breathlessly,

go!" said Aimee
“Let her gol"™

(10 BE CONTINUEL.)
Honest,

“Can you plek out & good  eanta-

loupe," “Not even for m;sull’,“ mpu“

little redd hLundle, She ran with a
stooplug guity, bending low as she

the truthful grocer,



