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The salesgirl sends me a scenario of society life; a Bookkeeper tries to sell me

a tale of adventure in foreign lands

OMEONE has sald that the United
sStutes Is a natlon of story writers.
I won't go quite so far 08 to uffirm
that, but 1 do helieve that of all the
prople you meet, one out of three
hns elther tried to “write for the
movies™ or hins contempinted dolng

so,  And thit, for the whole of the

o country, mukes n vost total, writes

Richard A, Rowland, First Natlonal
Pivtures, in the New York Tribune,

The promiging thing about it al 8 that what all
these thousands of Individunls are trying to do 1s
not to pour water into the ocean, bhut to meet a
need that really does exist, There s, unquestion.
ably, o dearth of sultnhle wnterial for sereen use,
The professional writers cannot keep paee with the
deaul, nor ean they go on writing forever, Nowv-
els, some of them Inter suecessfil and others that
ure nof, are bhought up for the sereen while still
in proofshect form, Magazine storieg are con-
tracied for before they appear In print. It is sald
thint such, nt first sight, anlikely materinl as Wells'
“The Outline of History" Is to be used for the
Bereen, and It hns even, somewhat joenlarly, been
suggesied thot elther the telephone directory or
“Who's Wae™ I8 next in line for pleturization, Cer.
taln it s thot the first basie need of every motion
pleture producer jg good storfes.  Without that It
is foolhurdy to go ahend.  Stories replete with
dramatie situatlons apd hmwan appen! are what the
movie producers are hunting for, high, low and all
the tine

The situntlon Is unlque. On the one hand n
vist number of people eagerly trying to write for
the sereen, and on the other hand scores of pro-
ducers falling over ench other In thelr anxiety to
find eood materinl,  Yet for.one amateur writer
who sineceeds, o thousand fail.  Wherein les the
trouble? What is the remedy ?

Of the multitnde of people alming at sereen
gtary suceess a big percentage have the desire, but
lack the proper mental equipment to further It
Still, there must be thousands of others whn have
that equipment—hmngination, eduecation and lel
sure, anil some others of the necessary quallfiea-
tions, Of these, some are early discouraged by
the difficalties of the tagk, and so fall by the way,
wh'le others persevere and yet fall to sell thelr
seripta,

This fallure mny bhe Inld to one of two maln
canses,  Elther behind that perseverance lles (n-
suflicient talent, or perseverunce 8 not accom-
punied by such adapiability to art as eventually
to ferry the author across the line which divides
the amatour from the skilled writer, For after nil,
ns one producer points out, what reason Is there
why the raw amateur should suceeed ng an ama-
teur? Exeept for an ocensional Instance of nutive
gening, it Is only after the amateur has practiced
nnd practiced and actually progressed heyond the
nmutenr stage that success ean come, which Is
true of practically all lines of endeavor, not mere
ly of sereen writing. Rupert Hughes, highly sue-
cessful anuthor and now prominent in screen writ-
Ing, 18 reported to hnve collected hundreds of print-
nd rejection slips before he succeeded In selling a
story to an editor. Had he been possessed of less
perseverance the world might never have heard of
him ns a writer,

Except In nn occasional ense, the days when
off moments of lelsure eonld bring qulck success
are gene by, Scenarlo writing Is a business requir-
ing n8 much attentlon as any other business | you
are to achleve suceess,  But do not misunderstand
me, If you ennnot sell gtorles wrought out In side
line tlme, that does not mean you ennnot practice
in that time, But don't expect to sell untll practice
and study have finnlly equipped you to eross the
amuteur line,

One great shorteoming, a8 I see It In amatenr
writers for the screen 18 a gener® tendency to
overlook the necesslty for eonstant actlon of ;l dal-
rect or symholle nature, They send thelr charpe-
ters on long fourneys while they deseribe minute
detalls of preparption and Incldents en route which
do nothing to further the movement or help bullg
toward the ellmoax. The result of such material
in pleture form would be extremely draggy and
uninferesting,

Froquently, agaln, they have but a single sltun.
tlon. but selze upon It o bulld what 18 Intended
to form five or six reels of pleture materlnl, That
situntion I8 perhaps unusunl, or it may nt least
possess some slight element of novelty, But that
Is not enough,

In the grent majority of scripts by amateurs
the churpcters are overdrawn, and consequently
are grotesque or Inconsistent with the typleally
human instinets and with the things that motivate
and actunte the avernge person. In other words,
they fall of being lfe'!ke, and 8o fall of conviction,
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Maybe your trouble has been that*you
have tried to sell comedies

Guy Bates Post, who, In turning from a long and
highly successful stage cnreer to motlon pletures,
has read scores of manuscripts, snys:

“The muin trouble with awmnteurs Is that they
persist In trying to write about things they do
not know. The sales girl sends me a scenario of
‘soclety’ life; a bookkeeper tries to scll me a tale
of adventure In forelgn lunds! And so it goes,
We seek for romance even in our writingg, We
ourselves may find It thus, but we eannot bring It
to others In this fashlon., To be Interesting one
must be convinelng, and we cannot be that unless
we really know the life of which we write, But
there Is a trend both on stage and screen for intl-
mate storles, und there Is the fleld for the amateur
scenarlo writer of average experience,

“Another great fault with would-be writers 1s
that their imngination {s extenslve rather than In-
tensive, with the result that the action Is scattered
from pole to pole or even to a loeallty as unfamil-
lor as Mars, Many an amateur's story would take
two years to plcturlze.”

Richard Barthelmess finds that In hls experlence
nlne out of every twelve storles he reads are
wholly lacking In one real idea, one orlginal theme,
It Is sald that there Is nothing new under the sun,
therefore the greater 13 the necessity to give
some novel twist to an old theme, Without that
your story is pretty sure to be “returned with the
scenarlo editor's regrets,”  Mr, Barthelmess de-
clures that so much space (s taken up with unnee-
essary ond wasteful slde lssues, not to say dinlogue,
that in most cases any real “mest” a story might
have 18 burled under useless encumbrances and
so out of juxtaposition to the central story thnt no
editor will wade through It, and your manuseript
“eomes baek."

“1 do not belleve,” says thls star, “that any nma.
teur's story requires more than 1,000 words to set
it forth and tell its plot. Leave the working out
to the continulty man and the director, The idea
{8 what eounts.”

I have heard writers complaln that after thelr
story has come boack they have recognlzed In a
Inter pleture just the sort of actlon or scene they
originally submitted, and these writers have been
angry to the polnt of suggesting, nay, even of ac
cusing, the studio peopie of the theft of thelr fdens.
As o maper of fact, the explanation Is that what
the author Imagined original with himself or her-
self was nothing of the k'ad. Unconselously and
unwittingly, it may be, there has remalned In thelr
minds the unrecognlzed memory of some scene they
have seen In a sinee forgotten pleture and uncons
sclously It Is reproduced In the seenarlo.  Thus
the plaglarism attributed to the studlo lay rather
with the would-be author, “Plaglarism, uncon.
sclous or otherwise, sticks out all over them;” snys
Colonel J. E. Brady, editor of Metro Pletures cor-
poration, who deciares that the number of good
gtorles does not begln to meet the demand for them,
“The trouble Is that 90 per cent of the seripts re-
celved haven't n graln of originality In tln-?n."

Joseph M. Schenck Is naother producer of pote
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Even accusing the studio people of
the theft of their ideas

who tells the same tnle of shortage of neceptahle |
materlal,  Of Inte he hos gone mostly to the big
novels for materlal for Norma Talmndge,

Lest you be appalled by the seeming hopeless
ness of your ease, right here let me cheer you up |
somewhat, If, as the so-called scennrio texthooks |
tend to mnke you suppose, yon had to turn out |
the finished product to get your story accepted, you |
might well feel ready to qult it the opposite |
i8 the ecase. In fuet, the amateur need not, and .
should not, concern himself with anyvthing beyond |
a real story, slmply and direetly told, You need |
not and should not worry about entrances, exits,
fadeouts and other technlealities. Leave that Iﬂ|
the speclalist—the man or woman whose husiness
It 18 to put the accepted story Into practlenl sereen
form, The amnteur Is not expected to write “con-
tinuity"—that s n job separate and apart and I8
the tusk of the studio expert,

“It Is true that only n small percentnge of the
gforles submitted to motlon pleture producers by
amnteur authors (s necepted,” says  Marshall |
Nellnn, one of thls country's mogt notable produe
org. “Yet the reason for this seems rather obyvlons. '
If n man advertises for original plans for a country
home and a hundred different plans are recelved, |
80 per cent being submitted by amatenrs and 10|
per cent by professional home bullders, there 18 |
lHttle doubt that the aeeepted pluns would be from |
one of the 10 per cent.” |

“While among the plans submitted by the |
amateurs there doubtlessly would be found many |
exceptionnl idens, yet the Individunl plans on the i
whaole could hnredly be expected to measure up
to those submitted by the professionals,

Turning tor a moment from the producer’s point
of view, let us see what I8 the newspaper critic's
angle on desirabilities in screen stories, If what 1|
quote may seem to smack more of production than
of writing, there Is, ton, a lesson for the nuthor
whose business, after all, It Is, rather than the di- |
rector's, to supply the situntions, ‘
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“Muny of the scenes have been made meaningful
as motion pletures.” (I quote the critle of a leading
New York newspaper on a recent film,) “For In
stance, there 18 one In which Henry Gurnett, know-
ing that he must dle soor, sits llstening to an Inex-
orable elock., It tleks nnd tieks, counting off the
geconds of his life. Finally, in futile desperation,
he selzes the pendulum and gtops It but as he holds
the metal bar, a phantom pendulum behind It
swings on. Here s cinematography. Here 1s com-
plete expressiveness within o pleture "

There it I8 in a nutshell, A real ldea, logically
and slmply worked out without needless discussion,
directly and clearly, to nn Inevitable concluslon,
Thereln lles one wny where your story won't come
back.

Hope Hampton, whose latest starring vehicle 1s
“Light In the Dark” tells me that the reason so
many scenurio writers fall Is because they cannot |
or do not put themselves In the place of the audi-
ence, In other words, they cannot properly visual:
ize thelr work,

#I¢t should always be borne In mind," snys this
star, “that thought and Impression can he effected
only by actlon. Perhaps the Ideal film would be
ona In which there were no subtitles at all, 1 do
not know whether that could be, but the next hest
thing Is where the action Is so clear, 8o convineing,
and the concluslon so Inevitable that only o minl
mum number of subtitles is necessary.”

After all, you can't blame the producer, even
though he may err in sending your story back, It's
different with, say, a magnzine editor, and even he
sends stuff back—lote of it, The magazine editor
may, with not very disustrous results, use a medi-
ocre or even a poor story, provided he makes surae
his mogazine contalns at the same time two or
three good tales. The strong stories will carry the
wenk., But with the photoplay producer It is very
different. ANl his eggs, so to speak, are In one has
ket, In necepiing a story, or rather In moking n
pleture from It, he rlsks the possibility of lo<ing
gomething ke £100,000, Tt makes him more than
enreful of his cholee,

You enn, however, be practically sure of one
thing. If your story has renl and full screen merlt
and you keep it golng visiting long enough It will
gtop coming hack nt lnst, In lts place will come n
check, More writers than one, by sticking eternnlly
at it nnd refusing to quit, have ultimntely sold their
product, for it Is the very act of writing and re-
writing that ultlmately makes s professional out of
AN ameteur,
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wWepy for This Departiment Suppiled by
the American Leglon News Sarvics )

URGES BUDDIES TO PAY DUES

Major General Tyndall, National
Troasurer, Advocates Financial
Independence,

R |

Crodit of the Amerlenn  Leglon's
sound fMnancial stunding is glven by
Leglonnunires to
Ma), Gen, Robert
Tyndull of Indlan-
upolls, recently re- |
appointed natlonal |
treasurer of the |
px-service men's
organizntion,

At all uulhmnl;
conventions  and
Legion gatherings
of various kinds.
Genernl  Tyndall
s Insisted upon
thie ndoption of n
Robert H, Tyndall finuncial polley

whereby natfonal |
hendquarters shall be able to stund
upon its own feet without Incurring
any ontslde obligintion foreing the Le-
gion Lo lose o bit of its Independence
nnd frecdom of netion.

Genernl Tyndall's messnge to Les
gionnuires this year I8 a reiteration of
hisg wdvoeacy of financial independence |
with n request that Leglon membera
pay thelr dues early In order that the
posts mny  find  themselves  free to
enrry out the progeam of rellet for |
disabled, Ameriennism and other -
portunt  measures,  Genernl Tyndall
belleves that ton much encrgy 18 ex-
pended In the collection of dues which |
shiould be paid to the post fnanee |
officer upon notifleation of the mwem- |
ber.

The nuiitn?‘,\' career of General Tyn-
dnll dutes bueck to 1807, when he en-
lsted ns @ private.  He served in
Prorto Itica durlug the Spanish-Amer-
feun war, on the Mexienn border ns
cottimanding officer of the One Hun-
dred  and  Fiftieth artillery of the
Forty-second  (Rulnbow) division in
the World, war, puartlcipating In all
major offensives, e  now  com-
mands  the  Thirty-elghth  National
Guard division.

HELPED WIN THE WORLD WAR |

|
National Vice Commander, of Wyoming, ‘
Typifies Spirit of the West
in Great Conflict.

———

Chiles P, Plummer of Casper, Wyo,, |
antlona! viee commander of the Amerl
cun Legion, typltles
the spirit of the
West In the World
war,  Although he
was thirty-eight
yvenrs old at Its oul
break, he couldn’t
stay out of the
serap. So he threw
awuy his four-gal
lon chapeau nn«
donned o compalg
lint. spending twen
ty-two munths L
the service,

Mr. Plummer Chiles Plummer
served as eaptaln of
artillery in the Oue Hundred Sixteenth
ummunition traln, composed of two
battallons of the old Third Wyoming
Infantry, remaining Ofteen months In
rance, where hils orgunizatiopn was a
part of the Forty-tirst division,

An organizer of the George Vro-
man post of the Leglon at Casper,
Mr. Plummer served ns [ts first com-
mander, He was active In outfitting
clubrooms for that post and In its |
genernl development. A fighter for |
the rights of disabled ex-service men, |
Mr., Plummer's activity In thelr hehalf |
abtalned national recognition, result- |
Ing In his election as national execu- |
tive committeeman, and later as e |
tlonnl vice commander, He is n lnw-
yer, wis educated at the University
of INools and I8 prond of the fact
thut he Is a fraternity brother of Alvin
M. Owsley, Leglon nutlonnl com-
muniler.

NOT TO ASK RED CROSS AID |

American Legl;;’l l_’oa; Will Not Re
quest Funds in the Hands of the
Local Chapters,

Funds In the hands of local chap-
rers of the Ameriean Red Cross will
not be asked for by Amerlean Leglon
posts, according to Lemuel Bolles, Le
glon natlonal adjutant.

“The Amoeriean Red Cross |8 co-oper-
ating with the Amerlean Leglon In ev-
ery way In the furnishing of funds for !
service to the sick and disabled, and |
in many localities 1s farnishing direct
rellef to service men and thelr fam-
les,” Mr, Bolles saidd, “Funds In the
hands of loeal chapters of the Amer-
lean Red Cross should not be confused
with the residue funds of the wWar
chest, or other emergency war organl-
satlona which, during the war ralsed
money for work among soldlers and
sullors, but which ceased to function
at the conclusion of hostilities,'

Based on court declslons at Athens,
Q0,, and Vevay, Ind., the Leglon has dl-
rected Its posts to obtain all funds In
the treasuries of emergency organiza-
tions which are no longer concerned
with rellef of World war fighters,

ACTIVE IN LEGION AFFAIRS

——

| National Vice Commander Cocke of

Georgin Gets Results With His
Financiw Pollcies

Rehabilitation of disabled ex-service
men and the establishment of sound
financial pollcies
hnve been the hob-
Mes of 15, Earle
‘ocke af Daweon,
G, natfonal vico
commander of the
Ameriene  Leglon,

Mr, f“cke was
one of the founders
of the Georgln de-
partment  of  the
Legion nand has
wen aetive In Lee
glon nffalrs  ever
sinee.  Serving na

E. Erle Cocke. n moember of the

Ktnte execntive
committes, e advoeated a fininelal
policy which was Inrgely responaibls
for Georgin's obtuining  the largest
memborship Inerease of any depart-
ment during 1922, Mr, Cocke Is al
ternute nutionnl executive committees
man  from  Georglan and  represented
his state on the committee at the Le-
glon convention In New Orlenns,

Mr. Cooke wolk graduated from the
University of Georgin, where he was
manager of the foollnll team and
was prominent In colloge activities, He
wis professor of mathematles and athe
letle director at the Eleventh Distelet
Agriculturnl eollege and luter at Gor-
don Milltary college.

During the war, the Leslon officer
served e a second Heutenant with
the Sixteenth Machine Gun buttalion
In the Gerardmer sector of the Vosges
mountaing, a defensive sector and In
the Meuse-Argonne offensive,  Since
discharge he has been state editor of

L the Macon (Go) News and managing

editor of the Athens Danner, He Is
now a farmer and real estate man,

HONORS FOR TWO AMERICANS

Louisiana Men Are Named as Honor.
ary Members of the Belglan
Veterans' Legion,

The signal honor of bping mnde hon-
orury member of the HBelgian Vets
erang’ Legion cume to Clarence J.
Dourg, Loulsmnn Amerlean Leglon na-
tlonnl  excentive  committeeman, and
Mayor Robert Monton of Lafayette,
La.,, during the Interallled Veterans'
nssoclution conventlon In New Orn
lenwns,  ‘I'here are only five honorary

419, L
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Clarence J. Bourg and Mayor Robert
Mouton,

members of the Belgion ex-service
men's organization,

The Loulsluna men acted as hosts
to the Belglan delegotion at the New
Orleans gathering. Presentation was
formally made by M. Joseph Janne, as-
sistant minister of lubor for Belglum,
a vice president of the assoclation and
commander of the DBelglan Leglon.
The diploma and badge will be pre-
sented to the Americans by King A)-
bert at the next assoclation guthering
at Brussels In 1023,

WELL RECEIVED IN HAVANA

American Leglon Men Report Marked
Hospitality While on Recent
Visit to Cuba.

Tulea of excellent hosplitality from
American Legion members In Havana
have been brought to this country by
Leglonnalres who Journeyed to Cuba
following the recent national conven-

tion In New Orleans.

The program held by the Havana
buddies Included a visit to Leglon
hendquarters, a trip to the jal alnl
gnme ot the Havana-Madrid Fronton,

' which provided front boxes for the vis-

ftors and vislts to Morro castle, Ca-
banas fortress and other Interesting
polnts, Hotela and restaurants wel-
comed the Leglonnalres with elabor-
nte decorntions and specinl rates In
additton  to  providing Information
booths and ather convenlences,
Havann has one of the largest for-
elgn posts of the Leglon, It Is com-

| posed of veterans from nearly every

branch of the service, The reception
arrangements were conducted by Cgpr.,
George T. Streer, post commander, and
John Blavka,

Hear Radio Address.

When o representative of the United
Stptes Veterans' burenu broadeast a
radlo talk on the “Possibllities of a
Rehabllitated Ex-Bervice Man" at At-
lanta, under the dlrection of Joe
Spurks, the new chalrman of the Amer-
lean Leglon's natlonal rehabliitation
committee, his remarks were lictenesd
to with Interest by 200 veterans in a
tralning school at Cookville, Tenn,, 800
miles away.
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