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| The Mystery of Hartley House

By CLIFFORD S. RAYMOND
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CHAPTER |IX—Continued.
iy Jima,

By thie t'me | hnd my senses fully
recovered. 1 ran to the nearest win-
fow and wase just in time to see two
Agures, one In white, the other Indis-
tinet, ut the far edge of the lawn, run-
afng, They ran into the woods, and
while 1 stood at the window, trying
with painful consclousness of stupldity
and neptitude te declde upon o course
of action, I heard an antomobile en-
glone start lo the lane beyond  the
wonds,

Out of n «tupor, In which I watched
the two strange figures go from the
moonlight on the lawn Into the derk
of the onk grove, | was aroused-—pos-
sibly by the sound of the engine of the
automobile—with & eourse of acflon
BUZReRTd,

It come f fears long entertained,
now present with a threat of hmmiment
consequence, 1 ran for the sinlrs,
flashing the light, up the stalrs und to
Jed's room.

His door was open,  As [ bave sald,
this wing wag not wired for electricity.
I turned my light ahout the room, saw
that the fesr which had enused me to
patrol the house was renlized and then
hunted for the lamp, which I found
and lighted.

Jed's room was in the disorder In
which a hard-working housebreaker,
intent on finding Jewels he knew the
room contalned, might have left it It
peemed almost ripped to pleces,

On a table was a small pearl-iniald
ebony hox. The lld was open; the box
was emply,

As 1 stood In the midst of the dis-
array of the room, with the empty hox
the most significant thing In It, the
marvelous unreality of Hartley house,
a smiling dread, seemed (o have visible
token.

The empty box, 1 thought, hnd con-
talned the manuseript which recorded
Mr. Sidney's secret, The flash of white
which 1 had seen In the hall Indieated
the method by which It had disap-
peared, The two fgures crossing the
Iawn In the moonlight were further
indication. There was the sound of
the automobile engine, I had a sore
spot on my head. The manuscript, I
knew—or belleved—had been In the
box which stood with significant emp-
tiness in the midst of the disordered
room of Jed, who had been kidnaped,
If my surmises were correct, Mr. Sid.
ney's secret, upon which I knew the
happiness of the family depended, was
In the hands of men designing to make
use of It

Jed, belng a gajor-domo about the
pluce, had In hisPoom a telephone con-
necting with the wvarlous servants'
quarters. I used It to arouse the chauf-
feur. It took five m'nutes of ringing
his bell to awnken him; when he re-
sponded, T told him that the house had
been robbed by a mun and a woman
dressed In white, who had escaped,
under my sight, through the onk grove
and had used an automoblle walting
for them on the road beyond the grove,
I told him to awaken one of the gar-
deners, take wenpons and go as qujck-
ly as possible south by the best ronds,

When this had bheen done, 1 ealled
Mrs. Sldney's mnld and told her to
awaken Mrs. Sidoey and tell her, if

s
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*Oh, If We Can, We Must!"” She Cried.

possible without alarming her, that 1
wished to speak to her on an urgent
matter

In a few minutes the mald ecame
back and suld that Mrs, Sliney conld
gee me, 1 found her in the sitting
room of her sulie

“It Is nothing serions, Mrs, Sidney,”
I sald—="nothing that we nesd now re-
gurd as serlous; and It does pot cons
cern Mr Sldoney's health. There hns
been an lntruder In the house,  More
over, the purpose wos o orenk into
Joed's room, amd Jed's room hus been
broken Into. 1 got o gianpse of the
person who dbd 1 0 werann, | suw n
man and o walnan ran Inta the ok
grove and 1 heard si sutomobile en
ﬂll‘lf‘ gturt on the real, 1 hove et o
chaufMeur uad o geodener in choase, b
they are trvs e g azalnst s grvit o
stur] *Hnt Peve ne hope What 1
£ Lt by Liive Mr

] lll.l-_\ 'n

diary,
nr

“No doctor.” sald Mrs. Bidney, *If
there hind been nny chance of finding It
we should have token it nway from
him, In his absence we have searched
Wi room frequently.”

“These people are after the manu-
seript, aud they are satisfied that they
have (LY T snid. “I am sure of that,
There was a small pearl-ininld box,
open and empty, n the middle of the
fluor,"

“We never found such a box," said
Mrs. RBidney,

“I'hen It might have been there?”

“It might.,”

“If It was, they have It and we must
got It back."

“Oh, If we ean, we must " she erled,
holding her innds 8o tightly clasped
that the dellcatg bones made a crack-
ling nolse, 5

I tried to be encournging and consol-
Ing nnid, ns o practical measure, gave
her a bromide,

CHAPTER X,

Hartley house had a general office
where the business of the estate was
handled. It was to one side of the
muln entrance.

I hud promised to be an extraordin-
ary person In meeting extranordinary
elreumstances, but all I did was to go
to the office and, lighting the Hehts, sit
there, 1 was in the extreme dejection
of a wenkling when the door opened
and Isobel came In.

“What are you doing, up? I asked.

“I'll nask the same thing of you.
What are you and the whole household
dolng, awake and moving?

I told her that housebreakers had
been surprised at work and had es-
caped,

“If you have been disturbed,” I sug-
gested, “probably your father has, also.
You had better go to his room and tell
him that the servants have been flus-
tered by a burglar scare, and then you
had better go to your mother's room
and stay with her until things qulet
down."

That seemed sound enough advice,
but when Isobel had gone I was left
wondering agaln what to do next. It
was out of the question to notify the
authorities. The thleves had stolen
something which, from what T knew of
it. T preferred to have In thelr hands
rather than In the possession of the
pollce.

Our detective agency I could trust,
but I did not want to communicate
with anyone but McGulre, the superin-
tendent, and there was no need of tele-
phoning him until later in the morn-
ing.

The case, as I thought It over, came
to this: The Spanlard and the attor-
ney, by the ald of a confederate, a
woman, had obtained possession of the
dinry contnining the secret of Hartley
house, They would goon be heard
from. They would not disappear. We
did not have to pursue them, They
would pursue us.

There was the possibility of déling
with them by force extra-legally, Any-
thing we did for our protection had to
be done extra-legally, I thought Me-
Guolre could and would attend to that,
and I Intended to Instruct him to con-
sider murder the only process not to
he thought of,

I tried to reconclle my ldens of Mr.
Sidney's character with the facts of
the family's terrible dilemma, What
could a man of so just and honorable,
kindly and chnrming n nature—us re-
vealed In his old age—have done, even
in a hot and passionate youth, which
he could not face now? What crime
could he have committed which not
only constituted a danger to his secur-
ity but remuined a source of satisfue-
tion to him?

For two hours I sat by the telephone,
expecting momentarily to hear from
the chauMenr who had gone In pursult
of the thieves. It was about four
o'clock In the morning—there was n
pnle suggestion of light In the windows
—when Mrs. Aldrich, the housekeeper,
cume to the office, She was an lmper-
furbable lady of disciplinary habit and
ordinarily unruffled digulty, but now
she was disturbed.

“Doctor,” she sald, "Agnes, the new
mald, eannot be found., She I8 not In
her room. Her bed has not been
touched., Most of her belongings and
her sultense are gone. [ came to you
with this probably unimportant do-
mestle Incident, thinking that—well,
the occurrence of the night might
have some connection with this girl"

“] think Agoes probably was In-
volved in the matter,” | sald.

“We have always so dreaded to take
n new servant,” sald Mrs, Aldrick,
“hut Agnes came recommaended for the
month by a very falthful girl whe
wantgd a month's lenve, Has anything
of grent value been taken?”

“Nothing of any Intrinsie
whatever, Mrs, Aldrich,
robliers  were  alarmed
found any jewels or plate,

“I'hat's a4 consalation, in any event,™
sl the houselheeper; “*but we never
shull bhe able to tnke In & new gervant

igedn with any vase of mind."

Do you know where Jed kept

value
I imagine the
hefore  they

Ll

L The elinnfenr telephoned as Mrs
Al went swny, The chose In the
ekt bl been useless, a8 might  he
pxpectel and 1 told him o retur:

haome

brenkfast, and one of the zardeners
came to sny that the dogs had been
found In the woods, They had been
fed drugged meat and were sick and
even now barely ahle to stand,

I waus preparing to go to Mr. Si).
ney's room when the telephone rung
again, It was a eall from the villuge
of Horwich, forty miles enst, a pluce
of some repute, or il repute, for the
number and character of its drinking
places and rondhouses,

The man calling me sgald he wur the
constabla of the townsghip of Horwich
and asked If he werestalking to n per-
son of responsibility, I assured him
he was, Then he told me that an auto-
mobile accident had oceurred  two
miles out of Horwich and that the only
Idertifying marks suggested lartley
honsge gas a place to make Inquiries.
He asked If I could come to Horwich,

I endeavored to question him over
the telephone, but he sald there was
little information he  could give, a

1 Had My Bottie of Beer.

man and & woman in a car—man past
middle age, a young woman in white;
the man was dead, the womun badly
injured,

““I'll be over a8 soon s possible,” 1
sald. “Please keep the effects all to-
gether,”

There was no doubt In my mind
that the quavering lttle raseal of a
lawyer with his precise way and timid
but controlling unscrupulousness had
come to the end of his road—and at
the very moment when he had sue-
cess In his hand, There was no rea-
son to doubt that the woman was the
mald Agnes whem I had surprised at
midnight stealing down the stalrs from
Jed's room with Mr. Sidney's diary.

But If we were rid of the thmorons,
grasping little attorney, we Were In
worse difffculties. With the attorney
and his Spanish cllent, we ut
knew the manner of denling. It was
disconcerting—I might almost be for-
given the exaggeration of saviug It
was horrifying— to consider that the
diary was belng handled by a con-
stable, a sheriff or a coroner or vven
by any ldler or resort-keeper in the
villnge of Horwich,

If the automoblle accident hiad Jdis-
posed of one Ingenlous eneny onls 1o
make a half-dozen equally nnserupu-
lous ones, or to apprise (I was temted
to think this was worse) one lucors
ruptible officer of the condition of
Hartley houke—In elther event, we
were the worse for the change in vir-
cumstunce,

One of the stablemen knew liow to
drive a car, and 1 asked him to bring
out the automobile which 1 used when
I went to town. The chauffeur, when
he returned, would have been up most
of the night. T did not want 1o Inijose
on him, 1 might be gone gnost of (he
day. In a baif-hour we were saay
toward Horwich, I never had Loen
over the road, which ran by old firins
with stone fences and was lttle rav.
eled except by the people who |ved
along it.

Originally the place had a reseet-
nhle tavern, It was called the White
Owl, It was stlll respectable, but oild-
ly enough, it was the success of the
White Owl which had attracted the
other places,

1 inquired for the constable and was
told that 1 should lkely fnd Lhim at
the White Owl, he being a frequenter
of that place and now having u case
which needed n great deal of driking
and talking over.

I went to the White Owl and on en-
tering the barroom, which rea!ly had
an attractive rather than o disrenu-

(O |

hle appearance, saw 8 group of men
nhout a short, broad, square =houl
dered fellow who was talking 1o the

Interest of half a dozen or more fel.
lows,

My entranee made no diversion. and
indging, from what T had been told,

that the squat, tulkative fellow waps
the comsinlde nnd that he wus telling
the story 1 wanted to know, T doojds)
to renmin unidentifted. have o Lotle
of bheer—from  the bartender,  who
enime hntfhenetediy  from the eon
stuble's  Murration—aud thus us

‘weat it was closing time,

envesdropper get what [ came to gel
In direct conversation,
I hod my bottle of heer. and the bar

nated by the squat, tnlkative fellow,

He was not the camle type of con
stnblie,  He showed fotelligence and
decision, but evidently he was fond of
u #tory when he had 1t to tell, He was
saving:

“1 was up late heenuse there wns p
bad =et ot the Half Day. and Bil
Dralley thought he might huve troubile
with them hefore he got themn on (heir
way. Abhout one o'clock they had »
quurrel, without anything but  talk
divided Into two sets pnd went away |
In two cars towned the eity, BN and
I split & bottle of beer, and B sald
he'dd be golng himself, 1t was nearly
one-thirty then, and 1 thonght T'd walt
up for Number Eleven st two o'clock
und gee If anyone goleoll,

“Bill gave me the keys and told me |
tee <hut the place up. 1 had another
bottle of beer aml was playing soll-
talre on the bar when Numhber Eleven
Muppu'lf.

“T went to the front door of the bar |
nnd looked over toward the sintion, A
mann had gort off, nml he was hended
townrd the Half Day. which was the |
only place showing a light, I walted |
in the doorways and when he enme
up, I saw he was a forelgner, He had
gold rings in his ears,

“He made as if he wanted to coma
in, He didn't speak enough English
for me to monke out what he was say-
ing, [ let him in, and he went np to
the bar, put down a quurter and point-
ed toward the whisky, I gave him the !
bottle, and he pointed to me and
simlled, So 1 =aid 1T didn’t mind if 1
did, und we had a drink together, |
thought I'd like to know what this fel- !
low wanted in town, <o [ dldn't Sug- |

“Then I was surprised to hear a car |
coming along, The other fellow seemed |
to be expeeting It. We both went to!
the door., The car stopped at the door,
and a man helped a woman out. He |
was a little old shriveled fellow. She|
wWas young and pretty,

“The old fellow =uld something to
my forelgner, and he threw his arms
in the alr, wriggled all over, laughed
and fell the old fellow and kissed
him. T old boy struggled and
kicked, but the foreigner just picked |
him right up and kissed him on both
cheeks,

“That old boy was mad when he got
loose. “This is unthinkable,! he sald,
‘It I8 beyond expression. You human
plg! Dog of a man—slobbering beast !

, Never-Ending Cares,
tender went back te the group, domi |

Then he stopped speaking English and
sild o lot of things the foreigner llll-!
derstond, but it didn't make hlm mad.
His eves just sparkled. He put a dol-
lar on the bar and peinted Lo the
whisky again,

“Bring our drinks over here. said
the old boy, polnting to one of the
tables in a far corner of the room.

*They sat down, and the two men
talked, The girl dido’t seem to have
the linguage, The foreigner wus ex-
cited, The old boy kept wiping his
eyeglnsses, He wasn't showing as
much pervousness uas  the forelgner,
but he was pleased over something.

“I kept behind the bar, as near
their table us 1 eould, and pretended
to play saolitaire and walt for their or-
ders, 'watching them as much as pos-
sible and trylng to muke out what
they were tulking about, © Pretiy soon
they wanted another round of dreinks.
When 1 served them the old hoy want-
ed to know If he could telephone to
the city., He pald me the toll, and 1
showed him the telephone booth and
heard him give his sumber, It was
River 460,

“When he got his party, he said: ‘Is
that you, 8im? Everything iz nll right,
Yes, as expected.  Let him go.'

“Thut wus all, He went back to the
table, T noticed that he Kept tight
hold all the time on a leather case,
When they got to talking again, the
forelgner kept pointing toward the
case and began to get more excited
As near ns 1 could muke out what was
happening, as they kept on talklng and
motioning, It was the black leather
case the foreigner wanted, and the
other man wouldn't let bim have It

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

1

Meredith and Lady Macbeth,
Lady Butcher In bher “Memories of
George Meredith,” recently publixhed,
gives the world not a little new infor
matlon about the novellst which I8
noth significant and extremely enter-
taining. Here 5 one of the passnges

glie quotes from her diury which shows
his amazing power to palnt  with
words :

“Mr, Meredith went with. father and |
me to see Irving and Mrs, Crowe (nee paby,"

Bateman) in ‘Macheth! During sup-
per he explainied the acting of the
sleepewalking scene to mother, and,
wishing to deseribe the way theat Lady
Mucheth pushed the palms of her
handsg from nose to ear, he sald: ‘My
doenr Mrs, Brandeoih, 1 assure yon that
she cnme through her hands ke #
corpse stricken with manig o the ael
of resurrection’ !"—From “Hook Gos
hl‘." -

To a person, five feet e/l standing |

Woameon I8
tod e

an the beach af sewg!de the
abont two aud thrve guerr=rs

&L | Awany.
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WAS WEARY OF
LIFE'S BURDEN

Despondent Mother Drowns Child
to Save It From Life
o!TmL_

| THEN TRIES SUICIDE

Heavy Labor,
and Lack of Sleep, Had Driven
Mother to Weilcome the
Thought of Death.

Clevelamd~Life had dealt harshly
with Mrs. Katherine Mikulie,
of hardship ond saffecing

\ surs
minde  her

wish to end I, and it was (o save her |
experience |
that she threw her fivesyear-old el |

daughter from o similar
into the wuter and teled o drown biey-
#If In Lake Erie

With a =igh and a shake of hep
head, she sat on her cot i the prison
ward at City hospital and told the
rensons which prompied her aet

“Yes, my baby's
“Now she won't have to sufTer and
struggle as 1 have, Please give me
something so I can go to my bhaby.

“L want o die. Please ot me die”
ghe plendid as she pressod her hands
to her temples,  “This headaehe will
never go,”

As if In n daze, Mes. Mikulie saf,
clusping her hands about her knees,
nnd sighed agnin,  Her eyes were rod
from tears, and she stared long at the
whieet,

Her hands were conrfe, bralsed anid
gwollen. Her long black halr gllsi
ened as if still wet from the waters of
the lnke,

Although she snys she twenty-
nine, Mra. Mikulle see:ns nenrer forty,

“John? He ean tuke care of him-
self bye and bye she sald when gek-
] why she had not taken her twelves
venr-old son with her to the Iake.

“Elght years 1 have this headache
she suld, agoain pressing her hands to
her temples,  “Oh, 1 <o want to die,

“Four years I have worked every
night, and every day 1 can't sleep.
This hendache never goes away. All
day 1 walk the floor until it’s thme ™
go to work agaln. Never do T sleep.”

“Husband No Good to Me.

“My hushand? He was no good to
me. He worked a little, amnd then he
won't work again. Ile spent all the
money drinking.”

Mra. Mikulle stared at the spoon
which she took from a tray of food.

“Ten years ago my husband cama
here, He left me In Croatia with my
bahles, Two years 1 did pot hear

gone,” =he sald

is

Th ew Her Child Into the Water.

from him. Then I worked and saved
and afterward 1 ecame here, too. 1
had $5.

“He worked sometimes In a butcher
ghop. But all the time he's drinking,
and then he lost his work.

“Four yvenrs 1 worked every night,
In the day timk 1 coulidd not sleep.
Last winter he go sick and so did L
[ did not see him when he died, Yes,
[ eried o little; but he was no good
to me"”

Had Often Wished to Dle.

Comtinging in ker broken English,
she sald she went bhack to work 1o
pay for her husband's funeral, but d.d
ot \('nm 1o lenve her behy.

“T worked last night, but again 1
soulil ot sleep and still T hnd this
hendnche, 1 walked the floor. up and
down, and then [ said: ‘T will die/

“Mease let me die and go to my
«hie sighed again,

Samuel White, 8106 Medinn avenue
N. E. wns working near the foot of
Fast Seventy-second ‘street when he
heard n woman was In the lake,

Plunying in fully clothed, he swam
to where she had disappeared. He
dived and brought her to the surface,
When she regained consclousness she
erled: “Why don't you let me die?

“My baby's In the Inke,” she sald,

| “plense et me die, too.”

White swam for some time before
he recovered the child’s body,

Mrs. Mikulle was taken to Mount
Sipnt hospltnl and luter to the City

—tf you catch me/

To the wearer who finds
PAPER in the heels, coun-
ters, insoles or outsoles of
any shoes made by us,
bearing this trade-mark.

Pttt W=

It Takes Leather
to Stand Weather''

See your acighborhood dealer
and insist on the Friedman-
Shelby “' All-Leather'* Trade-
Mark, It means real shoe econ-
omy for the whole family,

For The Best Shine

' Ask For The Big Can

Liquid Stove Polish

Dustless- Ebony Shine
E-Z Iron Enamel for the Pipe
E-Z Metal Polish for the Nickel
E-Z Shoe Polish saves Shoes
Monay Back Guarantee
IN & MARTIN, Chicago

Harvest 20 fo 45
Bushel to Acre Wheat
in Western Canada

Thin whnt that means to gou In
Egood rd dollars with the great de-
mand for wheat at high prices. Many
farmers in Western Canada have pald
for their land from a single crop. The
sAme success may still be yours, for
you can buy on easy terms,

Farm Land at 816 to
$30 an Acre

located near thriving towns, good mare
kets, rallways—Innd of a kind which
grows 30 to 43 bushels of wheat to the
aere., Good grazing langs at low prices
convenient to your n farm enable
you to reap the profits from stock ralse
Ing and dairying.

Learn the Facts Aboul
Western Canada

—low taxation (none on Improvementsl
healthfu] climate, good sachools

| ehurches, pleasant soclal relationshipa

& prosperous and industrious people.

For tllustrated literature, maps, descrip-
tion of tarm opportunities In Manitob

Baskatchewan, and Alberts, reduce

rallway ratem, elo, write Departnent
of lmmigration, Ottawa. Can., or

W. V. BENNETT
Room 4, Bee Bldg.. Omaha, Neh.

l‘nnlﬂinn Government A:nni

He's n bruve man whe dies to stop
a wowmwan's runaway tongue,

“Pape's Diapapsin” for Indigestion

“Pape's Diapepsin” 18 the quickest
surest rellef for Indigestion, Gases, Flatu-
lence, Heartburn, Sourness, Fermentatios
or Stomach Distress caused by acldity
A few tablets give almost Immediate
stomach relief and shortly the stomaca
Is corrected so ¥ou can eat favorite foods
without fear. LArge case costs only &
cents at drug stere, Absolutely harmiess
and pleasant Milllons helprd annually
Best stomach corrective known—Adv,

‘When the money of some people
converses It uses n megaphone,

'Nwebraska'_‘l)lrectorf

P w
Stove Repairs
For All Stoves, Furnaces,

Heaters, Etc.
LINCOLN STOVE REPAIR COMPANY

LINCOIN, N¥R

7% PER ANNUM TAX FREF

The Lincoln Telephone & 'l'oluurh Com
pany, Lincoln, Neb., (s offering to lnvestors
t par, $100 per share, some of (s tax-free
gﬂ stock that has pald quarterly dividends
for the past 11 ybars. This ls & safe and con-
venlent investment, checks for dividends be-
] mailed to your addresa for §1.76 8-
t%o share In January, April, July and Oe
ub&er.- I"ocl: ‘;’o?\“.“"lt o;. for .tr".l“m
addross . Russe ey, ncoln
Telegraph Company, r.upuon’

hone &
1dg., Lincoln, Nel

SAN
SULPHO SALINE SPRINGS

Located on our own promises
and used in 1]:::

Natural Mineral Water Baths

Unsurpassed in the trestment of

RHEUMATISM

Heart, Stomach, Kidney and
Laver Diseases
Moderate charges Address

DR.0O W EVERETY. Mgr
f4th and M Sis. Lincoln, Neb,
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