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The Mystery of Hartley House
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BLACKMAIL. “
Hynopela, = Dr. John  Michelron,
Just beginning hin career, becomes
realdent physician and companion
of Homer Sidney al Hartley house
Mr. Bldney im an American, a wemi-
mvalid, old and rich and very de.
nirous to llve Mra Sldney I8 &
Hpanish woman, dignified and reti-
cent. Jed, the butler, acts like &
privileged member of the [amily
The fumily has come from Monte-
viden, Bouth Amerin, Hartley
house In n fine old Isolated country
place, with a murder story, n
‘haunted pool,” and many wnteh-
doga, and an atmosphere of mys-
tery. The "haunted pool™ Is where
Richard Dobsan son of a forimer
| owner of Harfley house, hind killed
‘:!n brother, Arthur Dobaon.  Jed
wiglne operntlions by locking the
doctor In his room the very firat
night. Doctor John fixes his door
w0 he ean't be locked In. He meets
Inobel, daughter of the house, and
falls In Jlove ot first sight In the
night he Ands the butler drunk and
holding Mrs, Eidney by the wrist
He interferes. Mru, Bidney makes
Nght of It. John buys 0 revolver,
Johin overhears Jod telling Mrs
Bldney he will have hisn way In
reply ahe says she will not hesitate
to kil him, Mra 8idney axka John
to consent to the announcement of
His engagement ta Isobel, The
voung people eonsent to the make-
bhelleve engagement. Later they
find It I8 to head off Jed, who
would marry Isobel, Jed tries to
kill John, but the matier s
smoothed over. John, though “en-
gaged" to Inohel, concenls his love,
Mr, Hidney visits 0 nearby prison
and has Dobson, the murderer,
peinted out. Jed tells the story of
the Dobson murder. The fumlily go
tn South Amerlca for the winter,
Jolin In left at home, but the “en-
gagement” I8 not broken. John
hears the story of a tragedy “'that
might have happened In Monte-
viden.” The family returns. A
mysterious Spanish sallor appears,
Jed recognizes him and wants to
kill Wim. The sallor plays burglar,
Mr. Brown, “attorney' for the
sallor, calls on John,
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. CHAPTER VIll—Continued,
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“Where was that?" 1 asked.

The little man pulled at his coat
cufts and smiled again,

“My cllent being Spanish and Mr,
Bidney having lived many years In
Montevideo, It might be assumed that
it was there,” he said. “It was there,
and my client came Into possession of
a document—by dishonest means, 1
suspect—of which he now retalns only
one page. 1 wish to leave a copy of
this page with you, and later to find
out to what extent It Interests Mr.
Bidney.”

“You mean—to find out If he will
submit to blnckmall,” I sald.

“I anticipated your remark,” he sald,
“] look at the matter differently. If
Mr. Sldney has something to conceal,
we shall be glad to help him to con-
cenl It I will leave a copy of the
page from the document with you, and
with your permission will sce you
later.”

Ile handed me a long envelope and
with a bow asked to be shown to the
door. Jed, not suspecting that the
little man had any connection with the
sallor, showed him out.

I went to my room to examine the
paper which had been left with me,
It was accompanied by an explanatory
statement by “Attorney Philetus M.

Brown" I will give the explanatory
statement first.
“Memorandu  for Dr.  Michelson:

The accompanying typewritten sheet
15 a part of a document stolen from
Mr. Sidney In Montevideo ten years
ago by Alejandro Dravada, then a
gervant In the capacity of porter. Pra-
vailln preserves the original, of which
1 have had several typewrlitten coples

mnde. Dravada had the complete doe-
ument In his hands, but only for a
ghort while. He had discovered, In

the course of soveral years' service
under Mr. Sldney In Montevideo that
a strong box In Mr, Bidney's room
was particularly guarded He sup-
posed It contuined Jewels. He s |
sghiould judge, a person of small mornl
charncter and grent cupldity. He de-
termined to steal the box, hoping that
Its contents would ennble him to get
mareled and set himself up In a small
business,

“He suecceeded In getting the box,
by entering Mr, Sidney's room, but be-
fore he could make his escape he wos
unfortunate enough to be discovered
by ouother servant, known to you us

Jed. Jed leveled a revolver at my
client and wmade him surrender the
box.

“1 can only conjlecture here—fre-
quently this case has caused me to
conjecture; but I think that the man
Jed, although he knew something vul-
uable was contained in the box,
thought, as did my Spanish cllent, that
It wus personal property; and, unlike
my cllent, he was not careless of prope
eriy rights, This conjecture may not
mierest you, but I imogine you ask-
Ing: *‘Why did not Jed steal the box
! afterward took fiom my client?
It wae, 1 think, bhecnuse the man Jed
was by nature honest, nnd it was only
when his Inhibitions had been broken
fown by the sight of another man com-
mitting n erlme which had been eansier
for him to commit, that he lost control
of hig morais,

#The man Jed took the hox, My cll-
et desperate at Ooding  hlmself

robhed of his loot, srined himself lin-
medintely and brokg Into Jed's room
shortly thereafter, &e round Jed dis-
consolately looking &t a mass of pa-
pers, which was all (he supposed jewel
censket contained,

“ln  this disappolating oceupation
Jedd war mroused by the stealthy en-
trance of my client through a win-
dow, bhut there was oo confliet,  Jed
pointed to the papers and laughed,
My cllent was dhrewd enough to rend
Jed's emotions. e knew that the
trensure trove hind proved a sonp bub.
ble. He Is o man of violent temper.
In his double disappointment he sprang
nt Jed, stabbed him In the shoulder,
seized  the papers, seattered  them
nhout the room and Jumped out of the
window,

“If this had been all, T should have
no ellent In this ease,  But in his rage
Deavadn, when he was throwing the
papers abhout, had unconsclously  re-
tinlned one sheet In his clenchied Wst,
He found it in hils st when he eame
out of his senseless and  fnordinate
rage Inter: and then, his natural en-
pldity and cunning reasserted, he real-
Ized thnt something was belng gunred-
el In the box; thnt something being
only papers, It must follow thont the
papers were valuable, He reproached
himself that his anger hod defeated
his Judgment when it was possible for
him to take the entire contents of the
box. He did not dare go back ; he had
stubbed Jed; the house might be
alarmed, e had only a single sheet
of the guarded manuscript. It 1s a
copy of that sheet which you find here,

“I sald I would give you my conjec-
tures, You will ask first why I am
s0 candid In committing to writing a
communication of this nature. It Is
because: first, I prefer to write It,
owing to a physical timidity In con-
veraation ; and second, but equally im-
portant, because I know the Iast thing
Mr. Sidney or any true friend of Mr.
Sidney's, desires 18 to have the story,
of which this 1s a page, made publie.

“I do not know what this story is,
but I know who does know what It s,
That person Is the man Jed—now, as
before, a servant of Mr. Sidney. I
have made sufficlent Inquiry as to the
position of Jed in the household of
Mr., Sldney to know that he retains
the manuscript found In the box, or If
he does not retaln It, knows Ita con-
tents,

“The visit of Mr. Bldney and his
family to Montevideo this winter be-
trayed Jed's whereabouts to Dravada.
He came north after they had salled.
His cupldity has determination. 1
think your man Jed appreclates that.
I think from what Dravada has told
me, In his simple boasting fashlon,
that Jed was dismayed to see him
ngaln In Montevideo.

“My cllent's first impulse, having fol-
lowed Jed to the United States, was
to get at this secret by force or theft,
but he sees the physical difficulties In
the way; and being, except In his vio-
lent moments, a reasonable man, he
has had recourse to an attorney to
obtaln such settlement as his knowl-
edge may be worth,

“1 do not wish to defend my course
in the matter. I suggest merely that
Mr. Sidney and all concerned will fare
the better for having a man of con-
sideration and discretion, such as 1
flatter myself I am, Intervening be-
tween them and a man of the moral
complexion Indcated by my cllent. I
shall be at your dizposal, doctor, with-
in any reasonable time, 1 leave It to
your judgment to haodle the matter
within Hartley house."

The copy of manuseript which ae-
companled the letter was as follows:

“ . . would be fatal to the suc-
cess of what I have done and intend
to do If this confession were to he
found. It might be asked, then, why
expose myself and my happiness to
the chance of discovery of things
which 1 may lock forever by simply
forgetting, It Is sufficlent answer to
that question to admit that for me I
could not be content unless It were
certaln that what 1 have done should
be known, 1 want the record of It
known, It Increases my satisfactlon
to know that 1 shuall cause morallsts
to be indlgnant. 1 want to be known
us 4 criminal, T want my erime to be
talied about. 1 want It remembered.
That Is the savor of my Hfe, It would
be lwpossible for me to obtain a
sufficient satisfaction unless 1 made
it possible for the story of a crime to
be known some tlme, So long as 1
live, 1 shall need and seek concenl-
ment; but I should not be happy un-
less T could anticlpate disclosure, My
erime o

Thut was all.

Severnl persons—two at least; Dra-
vadn and Attorney Brown—knew as
much as I had read, Three persons,
in the honse, Mr. Sidney, Mrs, Siduey
and Jed, knew the story completely,

It was this knowledge which had
given Jed his control In the house, Mrs.
Sidney her unhappiness and Mpe. Sid-
ney some of his plensures.

The search for » solvent of the Hart-
ley house mysterles was Ingistent. Al-
cott's Ineldental remark enme back to
meg: “It might have heen Montevideo.*

I felt uncomfortable to recall this,
ughumed and abpshed, as If In re-
calling it 1 had done something to low-

{ er myself in wy seif-respect. 1 had to

go to Mrs, Sidney with the Informnation
and Insinuations Attorney Phlletus M,
Brown had glven me. My desire was
to protect her from precisely this kind
of trouble; my necessity wias to carry
the trouble to her. 1 had to know how
to net,

By way of preliminary I told her of
the three appearances of the Spanined
and then of the appearances of the
Inwyer. When 1 offered her the sheet
of paper containing a transeript of o
page of Mr. Sidney’s diary, her hands
trgmbled, but she ook the sheet reso-
Intely, She was greatly alarmed bt
regnited her composure,

She read the pnge
then more earefully amd,
with rellef.

“I have to denl with these men” 1
snld, “and 1 must know how to do It
They can e dealt with by eriminal
lnw If there 18 no renson why profec.
tion should not be sought in that fash
fon,”

Phere 18" said Mres, Sidney, “and
I cannot tell you the reason.”

“You know that T do not
It 1 snid.

Yousknow there Is something very
strnnge ahout this honse?"

“Thagt wans evident In twemty-four
honrs,”™ T suild, “buat it means nothing
to me, I nm not curfous. T merely
want 1o know how to deal with these
men,” .

“It I8 not & lack of confiddlence In
you that keeps me from teillng w hat is
wrong here.” sanld Mrs, Sidney. “It
would be a relief to do so. 1t hag heen
hard to stand It all alone, John,”

I wns glad, for the first thne con
sclously, that my name was Johno It
hnd an honest, stralghtforward souml
suggesting the plain, honest denling
that might be needed In this house,

“The renson 1 do not tell you, John.”
snld Mrs. Sidney, “is becnuse T would
not have another consclence distressed.
You could never again be really happy

and
seemed,

hurriedly
It

usk for

S rEws .

“The Only Reason | Do Not Tell What
the Manuscript Contains Is Because
1 Value Your Peace of Mind.”

if you knew the story of which this
sheet 18 & pnge. You could not do me
uny good If you knew it. You would
only torment yourself."

“So much for that,” I sald, *1 tuke
your judgment. But how nm I to denl
with these fellows?"

Mrs. Sldney hesitnted,

“I don't know," she suld.
I don't know."

“Do you know a man named Dra-
vada?' I asked, *Did you know him
when you lived In Montevideo? Can
you tell me anything about hilm with-
out telling something that you o pot
want ¥

“I ean tell you about Dreavadn” sald
Mra. Sidney, “Mr, Sidney was head
of & shipping firm, Dravada bad beon
a sallor. He had come to be o porter
or stevedore ahout the docks  We
needed a porter ot home, and Mre 8.
ney brounght this man from the Jdocks
to A1l the position. e was a Jdovclle

“T'm sure

creature, very strong and usefu! and
never annoying. o, Now 1 will
tell you as much as [ possitiy can

without doing you a great injustice,

“We had lived In Montevideo fifieen
vears when Jed came to us. e has
been with us ever since, Mr, Sulney
began writing the manuseript, of which
this 1s u copy of one sheet, the year
Jed ecamee

“The only reason I do not tell what
the munuscript contnins I8 boechase I
value your peace of mind, 1 know
from my own experience thut your
consclence never would be at rost If
youn had full knowledge, and yor vou
would be entirely helpless, 8o out of
conslderation for. you I shall not tell
you more than I have to,

“Mr, Sidney never has had the slight-
est scruple as to what he has done;
he rejolces In Ik, You bave spolon of
his will to live; what F am Lolling
back from youn would explain I©. He
says In this page of his munuscript
which you have scen that It porfects
hig satlsfaction to leave a record of
his erime. I know that It does. 1 un-
derstand that he had to have it known
after his death that he had done what
he had,

“Jed's family name s Arllss. e

wus a sallor on a British ship which
salled from Montevideo to Liverpool,
und he became tived of sea work. Mr,
Sidoney had seen him about the wharf
andd had been attracted to him.  They
had tnlked enough for Mr, Sidoey to
learn of Jed's nmbition for a comfort-
able life on shore, Mr., Siduey @uve
him the chance to realize It in our
haoise,

“Jed, after he was tnken
house, Tound that Mr,
great  precautions with - something
which hie locked In a box, When Dra-
vivda came, he plso suw thie box which
Mr, Sidney seemeil to guarid so enre-
fully,  Dresvada decided to sten) what-
ever was in the box, Jed foumnd him
In the net, They fought, hut Jod re.
tained the contents—Mr. :-illhu-)"'\ TUIE
uscripe”

“Then
axked,

"He does™

“And Dreavada does o ™

“He cotnot Kuow any mors than yvonu
know from rewding this one sheet from
e manuserip.* |

"Where Is the mannusceript?”

“Jed hins "

“iwoes Mre. Sidney know that?™

“Not yet, You binve heen wondering
ut Jedd's contral in the honse. He hing
the munuscript, and he knows the
story which for your own snke 1 wonld
not have you know, He presames upon |
Iie knowledge'” l

“But Yeesn't Mr, Sidney ever want |
to see the mnnuscript he sets such
store hy 7" T asked,

“No, He wants to know It Is In his
strong box. If he ever finds that it
Is not, we shall have to meet the sitg-
atlon somehow, God Knows how™ I

“Then this sullor and this blackmall-
Ing Inwyer know no more than I know |
now?" l

“No more, so far ng I am aware.”

Brown, the lawyer, came to Hartley
house the next day to see me, 1 think |
he regarded his plun of blackmall na'
irresistible. § wonder that he did not
have an express wagon and a large
chest with him, He was aminble and
expeciant,

“You have decided?” he sald as Jea,
having brought him to me on the poreh,
went away. He had his cane and his
gloves and his nap-worn sult,

“You get nothing,” 1 suid, “and may
act upon that information.”

The disappointment was unpleasant
to him, If I wanted to dramatize the
effect, I'd say it was catastrophic. He
sat down sudidenly in the nearest wick-
er chalr, and his face became ugly in
appearance.

“You must know,

into the
Shilney s

[ ]
Jed knows the secreet?” 1

doctor,” he sald,
“that 1 am nerved to the performance |
of my duty by the thought of n wll’n‘

and two doughters for whom I have
provided mdifferently, 1 will not =ay |
that their situation is desperate, bhut
It may make me desperate. I feel that
we have a cluim here which might eas-
fly be adjusted.”

“You use a numhber of suphemisms
for blackmail,” I suid, “and none of |
them conceals your meaning, 1If ymtr|
wife and daughters are in need, you |
might approach Mrs, Sidney ns the |
almoner of Mr. Sidneys 1-lmritln.ﬂ.!
That, at leasr, would be an honest
stutement of your case, and It might
be efMective”

He brightened at once,

"I thank you for n lesson in proced- |
ure,” he sald, “We shall consider 1t |
upon such an understanding.” !

1 saw the mistake I hoad made, l.

“I assure you," 1 sald, “you may con-
sider nothing upon the terins you wish
to have consldered in thls house. Your
attempt at blackmall Is so0 anconsid- |
ered that youn may go shriek to the
world or to the prosecuting attorney.
The fumily §s not interested In you or
your cllent,"

The shabby little fellow seemed to
get blue nosed und blue-lipped o dis- ‘
appoelintment,

“T um sure you cannot have consid. |
ered your Interests.” he said. “Mr.
and Mrs. Sldney certainly do not want l
u scandal”

“Certuinly aot. How are they threat
ened with one?”

“But the manuseript indicates one”

“Does it? 1 have read i, and T knew
nothing. You have read 1. What do
you know??"

“1 can rend English,” he said with
spirit, "l read in Mr. Sidney’s Land.
writing that he had committed a erlme
and that he was committing an Indis-
cretion in putting the account
paper.”

on

Jed falls into the bands of
his enemies.

—
—

VIR BE CONTINUEL.)

Why Clear Nights Are Colder,

A clear, bright sturlight night In |
winter is always much colder than n |
cloudy one.  The reuson for this Is |
that the heat of the earth s always
thrown ol more quickly when lln'rv;
is nothing to Intercept It.  Clouds
act as o kind of blanket, nmd in pre- |
venting the earth’s heat from escup-
lng, tend to keep the atmosphere
Warm,

There 18 no telllng where a sinner
will lund when he begins to monkey
with a fOsbing outfit on Sundav,

WOMAR SLAYS
HER AVENGER

Shoots Man Who Had Killed Two
Others Who Had Attacked
Her Honor,

ARGUES OVER MOTOR

First Husband Ambushed and Killed
Six Years Ago—Her Ranch Fore-
man and Mis Father Were
Shot by Wilson.

Winfield, Knn.—A year and a halt
after he had shot two men to deuth
on the main street of Toahleguah, OKla.,
to avenge his wife's honor, Homer S,
Wihlson, himself, was shot anid killed
on a lonely country rond, near Wine
flell, Kon, by Mrs, Wilkon, He s
the fourth mnn, intimately aeguainted
with his pretty dark-haired wife, who
has perlshed,

Charles Wesr, first hushinnd of Mra.
Wilgon, was shot and Killed from ams
busgh near ‘Tablegquah SiX years ago,
Then Frank Anthony nnd his father,
Williane, fell wut Wilson's hands
cause Wilson ebhurged young Anthiony,
foreman of Mrs. Wilson's ranch, at
Tahleguab, had been ton friendly with
Mrs, Wilson while her husband was
In the army.

Were Returning From Cattle Buying
Trip.

Mra, Wilgon killed her hushand as
they were returning from a cattle buy-
Ing trip to Dexter, 22 mlles enst of
Wihntield, With the Wilsons at the thne
wirre Charles Ridgewny and Ed Glass,
who have ranches nenr Dexter,

Wilson had been driving hig antomo-
hile very fast, according to the story
told by eve witnesses to the trogedy,
When a stop was mode for tire tron-
ble and Wilson left the car, Mrs, Wil-
son sl Into the deiver's seat, Insists
ing she would drive, An argument
followed and AMrs, Wilson suddenly
shor twice with an automatie plstol
she had taken from the flap of one of
the seats.

TS

After Wilson had been inducted into
the service he complained to the draft
ofliclals that his wife had reported suf-

M1+ Wilson Suddenly Shot Twice.

fering at the bands of her foreman,
Frank Anthony. When he retarned
from the ariny he engaged Anthony in
a duel in the street, shooting him
twice, The «lder Anthony rushed
around a corner and was shot dead
by Wilson as he reached for his fullen
BOon’s gun,
Acquitted Under “Unwritten Law."
The suecessful duelist was acquitted

| by the jury under the “unwritten law."”

He testified at the hearing that his
wife had confessed the Anthonys had
ambushed and killed her former hus
band and had #worn also to kill Wi
ann,

Wilson, thirty-five vears old, galned
fame in the cattle country through his
abllity us a larint thrower. He was
with the 101 Ranch Wikl West show
several yenrs as chief of lts cowboys,
tourlng Europe and Sonth Amerlen
with that eclrens, Mrs. Wilsen Is of
Indian blood, according to friends,

Bathtub Is Too Warm,
Philadelphin~Before  going  up-
stalrs to take a bath, Solomon Balkin,
proprietor of a hardware store in
Philadelphin, lghted an oil Jamp and

' plnced It in the store direectly below

the bathiroom,

Later, Solomon, sitting In the bath-
tuh, notlesd that the water was he-
coming unusunlly warm,  He tarned
on the cold water. It falled to peduee
the temperature, Getting out to in-
vestignte, Solomon found flames ent-
Ing through the floor henenth the b,
He suffered a £4,000 loss bhefore fire.
men extingulshed the hlaze,

—

Wasp Bored Holes Through Ear,

Springield. Mass.—Rushing into the
office of an enr specialist, Mias Lilllan
Beechly had a wasp which had pnnes
tured her ear four thoes removed by
the physician,

Why That Lame Back

Morning lameness, sharp twinges
when bending and an all day back-
ache; each is cause enough to @ t
kidney complaint. If you feel tired all
the time and are annoyed by dizzy
spells, headaches and irregular kidney
action, you have additional proof and
should act quickly to prevent more se-
rioun kidney trouble. Use Doan's
Kidney Pills, the remedy that is ree-

ommended everywhere by teful
users, Ask your neighbor! g

A Nebraslka Case

W. H. Caley, Alma,

Nebr,, says: “1 waa
just about down with
lame back and rheu-
matie palns. I was so
lame that when I
would stoop over the
muscles In my back

A\

udvised me
Doan's Kidney Pills
and they cured me.
The cure has sted.”

Got Doan’s ot Any Stors, 60c o Box

DOAN. KEIDNEY

PILLS
POSTER -MILBURN CO., BUFFALO, N. ¥,

to take

“Peterson Olntment Co., Inc. [ had a
very severe sore on my leg for vears, 1
am a teamstar. I tried all mef@icines and
wilves, but without success, [ tried uoc-
tors, but they falled to cure ae. I couldn’”
aleep for many nights from pain. Doctlors
sald 1T could not live for more than two
years, PFinnlly Peterson’s Olngdment was
recommended to me and by ite use the
more wus  entirely healed Thankfully
yours, Willlam Hanse, West Park, Ollo,
care P, G. Reltz, Box 199"

Peterson says: "1 am proud of the
above letter and have hundreds of others
that tell of wonderful cures ~f Sozema,
Plles and 8kin Disganes*

Poterson's Olntment s 60 centa a box.
Mall orders fllled by PPeterson Ointment

FRECKLES SFearrees
Clear Baby’s Skin
With Cuticura
Soap and Talcum

Seap 25¢, Ciatment 25 and 50c, Taleum 25¢.

Nebraska Directory ’

TAX FREE &% i

Bonds for Sale

In $100, $500 and $1,000 denominations on farme
an h class city property to net 8, 813 and 6 per,
cant, can ba cashed any day bafors dua for
a commission of onsa month’s interest. Monthly
papar for investors sent free,

LINCOLN TRUST COMPANY
126 North 11th Street LINCOLN, NEB.

Omaha Crematory

Send fer {liustrated booklet
Address or call on

Forest Lawn Cemefery Assa,
720 Brandeis Theatre  Omaba, Neb.
7% PER ANNUM TAX FREE

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Com-
pany, Lincoln, Neb., Is offering to Investors
at par, $100 per share, nome of Its tax-free
7% stock that has pald quarterly dividends
for the Put 11 years. This is & eafe and con-
venlent inveatment, checks for dividends be-
ing malled to your address for 31.76 8:!
$100 share In January, April, July and -
tober. For Information or for sharea of stock
addreas C. P. Russell, Secy. Lincoln Tele-

& Telegraph Company, Telephone

hone
ldg.. Lincoln, Ne

S. S. SHEAN

OPTIOIAN
s Lincoln, Neb.

SERVICE
?

What You Want

Electric Startar Specialists
Distributors of Presto-Lite Batteries

RANDALL & NOLL

Phone B4136
317-21 9, 111h S1. LINCOLN, NED.

1123 O Street

Located on onr own premises
used in tl »

and .
Natural Mineral Water Baths

Onsurpassed in the treatment of

RHEUMATISM

Heart, Stomach, Kidney and
£ Liver Diseases
Moderate charges Address

R, 0 W EVERETY, Mgr,
g4t 5ad M Sta Lincola, Nob.

Coudin't Help Themaselves

Billbord—Jokin' aside, this show
was Just made for the tired business
man,

Krittix—1 see. The only fellow™
who stay for the finish are the mmen
who are toe tlred to get up and walk
out,
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