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THRILLING STORY
OF HAIG RETREAT

llinois Officer Relates Experience
of Hun Attack on the
British,

TEN DIVISIONS AGAINST ONE

Despite Overwhelming Number of En.
emy, His Losses Were Great—
Miraculous Escape From Bap-
tism of Shell Fire.

First Lientenant RMoswell T, Pettit
M. O.R. C, of Ottawa, N1, In & letter
to his father, Dr, J. W. Pettit of the
Ottawa tuberculosls enlony, and pub-
lshed In the Chleago Tribune, relates
the thrilling story of the great battle
in Plenrdy, The Americun officer was
in the thickest of the fighting for nine
days, during the retreat of the Britich
Fifth army from before St Quentin,
Lleutennnt Pettit's necount of the but-
tle thrills with the stress of the con-
fllet, os It was written Immedintely
after he had passed through the tre
mendous experiences and before his
impressions had been In any way dulled
by time, His letter follows:

Llieutenant Pettit's Letter,

March 30,

Dear Father: Now that the show is
over for me for the time helng, and 1
have time to breathe and sleep and eat
and write, I'll try and tell you ahout
the battle. Before you recelve this
you will have had the whole story from
the papers, but 1 know you will be
interested In knowlng what I did in the
affair.

Of course, the things I saw were hut
an Infinitesimnl part of a gigantie
whole and It would be impossible for
me to glve a correct description of the
battle. And as 1 write this, T do |t
with no knowledge whatever of wlnt
has been golug on even a few
from me,

I have not seen a paper In elight days;
1 have received no mall, and the only
Informeation we have recelved has been
by word of mouth, and most of what

miies

we hear must be wild rumors, For ex-
ample: The French have advuneed
20 miles at Verdun, the Amerl- |

eans have taken Ostend, and are on
thelr way to Zeehrugge, and a great
naval battle has heen fought In the
North sen.

All T know Is thiat on thiz part of the
front the Germans attacked us In over-
whelming numbers, in places ten divi-
slons to our one; that they suffered
terrible losses, but finally broke
through our lines of defense, one after
another, and fighting for the most part,
a rear guard actlon, we have retired
about 15 miles In a stralght line,

For a week before the battle started
we had been expecting It; we were
ready to move on 30 minutes' ne-
tice. I had been out with combatant
as well ag medienl officers on tours of
reconnalssance, definite methods of
evacusation of the wounded had been
worked out, and our plans of counter-
attack been made, After four or five
days of walting, the storm finally
broke.

The Boche opened up on us at 5 a. m,,
March 21, with the heaviest barrage |
have ever heard. “Stand to,”" was
sounded, we turned out dressed, and
had all our equipment packed In 20
minutes, Then we sat down and
walted for orders to move, The hur-
rage kept up continuously, sometimes
heavier and then of less Intensity,
sometimes It geemed to be to the north
of us and then suddenly it switched to
the south.

Our balloons were up as soon as It
was light and the alrplanes were buz-
ging over our hends, The ground mist
gradually cleared and the Germnns
put a hall of shrapnel on our camp
and we all took cover, but three men
were hit. Why It is a fellow always
Teels safer with a roof over his hend,
aven If he knows bullets and shrapnel
and pleces of shell will go through
bouseds and corrugated tron just like
paper.

Ordered to Move.

Our orders to move finally came and
we marched off to the brignde nssem-
bly point several mile@ awany. This as-
sembly point was in a little bunch of
trees about the slze of Allen park nnd
behind and separated from a
wood In front. In the larger wood
there was a battery of heavy artillery
and shells were dropplng In there two
or three to a minute, and It was heavy
stuff, too. ;

Sometimes they overshot the bilg
wooid and shells were landing in the
open around the little wood where my
brignde had its assembly point. As
we approached our lttle copse we
could make all this out from some dis-
tance away and it wasn't a plensant
sensation to feel that we were march-
ing stralght into it.

All the battallons arrived and In that
Mttle copse there must huve been at
least two thousand men., What n
chance If the Germans only knew ! But
the shells continued to drop In front of
us and on elither side, but none lnnded
among us, und after walting there for
three hours, expecting to be blown to
bits any second, we finally moved for-
ward. Just as we left the copse, from
behind us, up over a rldge, came o
stream of galloplng horses.

“It's the cavalry,” someone shouted,
but scon I made out Umbers and fleld
guns

Tbey galloped past us, golng lke
mad, took up a positlon to our right,
swung Into position, unlimbered, and

lurger @
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| enre was golng by, A couple of sl
diers «iItting on the rear
swinging thelr feet, A shell burst o
the teack and only missed the last ear
nhout fifteen yards, Nelther man wos
Wit nned the trale went blithely an.

By thie tlme It was g

wWere trueck

tting aloneg

townrd evenlng, the sun wns sinking
In the west, and Hunlly went down o
grent ball of Nire. At the time, 1 re

metmber, T noticed s calor. It
blood red and hnd a sinister look, Was
It my Imnginntion, or might It have
been a premonition? At aony rate, 1
shall pever forget the color of the sun
As It ®et that night at the end of the
first day of prolmbly one of the great
ext buttles in history. It certainl)
didn’t look good to me.

The drumming of the guns contin:
ued, twilight graduaily deepened into
night, the signalers stopped their wig
wagging and took up thelr flush sig
nuls, n fog dropped down on us and
put the lights out of business, und
when we left to go forward under the
cover of darkness thiey were busy put
ting out thelr teleplione lines—signnl.
ers and runners don't have o ensy
time.

Shell Dump Goes Up.
jehind us a shell landed In an &m-

munition dump and it went up with o |

! roar; then the rifle ammunition started
| golng off ke n great bunch of fire
crnckers, and great tongues of tlame
Ht up the

It is reported that the Germans had
hroken through our lne nmd we were
to counter-uttuck In the morning, We
got Into positions without #  single
cusualty. 1 opened an ald post in an
old dugout and settled down to sleep
untll morning. You may think It fun-
ny that one could sleep under such
conditions, but T had been up sinee
T, had teampedd gbout SIX or Seven
miles, had had a rather trying day
and was dog tired.

Just like gome of the warm days we
get the last of March at home, 1In
golng forward It WaS necessary
for us to march seventy-five yvards In
front of three batteries of fleld guns.
There are six guns to a battery, They
shoot an  elghteep-pound  shell and
while we were there ench gun was
shooting twice to the minute, Yon
can Imagine the racket when I tell
yvou that the digscharge of one gun ecan
be henrd about four miles, In addl-
tion the Bache was trying to knock
out this battery and he was dropping
his six inch shells a little too close for
comfort.

KRY,

Nearly in a Trap.

Then 1 made a lovely mistuke, 1
was to estnblish an nld post near bat-
tallon hendquarters and went hlithely
on when 1 met o company commander
and nsked him where to go,

“Back there abiout a quarter of n
mile,” he replied, **This Is the front
center company, If you keep on in
the direction you are going you are
golng up over that ridge and Fritz will
be walting for you with a machine
gun.”

8o my sergennt and orderly sand
myself didn't waste any time in clear-
ing. On the way back 1 found a gallon
ean full of water, got Into n corrugnated
fron shelter and had a wash nnd A
shave. It ecertalnly felt goad. 1 don't
belleve T had wushed for thirty-six
hours, It was warm and bright, |
could look out of my shelter and goe

our support lines digging themselves
in severnl hundred yards awny, The
cannon Are cegsed the machine yuns
settled down to an ocenslonal  fitful

burst and It was midday of a henutiful
spring day.

A cotiple of partridge
What did they know or eare about all
l this noise and sneker and men getting
| up In line and Killlag each other?

Along nhout three o'clock things he-
gan to llven up agaln, In the means
time headgunrters had heen estah!ishs
ed In a sunken rond with banks about
| fifteen feet high on elther side (Inter

this ent was half filled with depd)
My ald post was In a dugout near by
and gradually things got hotter and

flew over s

hotrer,

Our men had daug themselves |r
and were popping awny with thelr
riftes, The Aeld batteries behlnd us

were cireling overhend, hoth ours an
The Giermans put uj
counter-barrnge, the machine guus
were golng Hke mnd., 1 was standine
with the colonel on a little
grounsd thie sunken rond
the Germmans hroke through about
mile to the north of us. They eould
be plainly seen pouring over the rldge
formation

the Germans’,

rise of

nhove when

In close

Tanks Get Into Action.

Then the tenks came up, and von
should have seen them run! Juost |
rubbits!  The tanks retired: the
Puoches reformed snd came &6t t
agaln, They tell me that at certaln

places our men withstood fifteen su
cossive gttncks and that the Germans
wient down In thossands. Opne Welsh

mun told me that his gun accounted
for 70 In three minutes durlng one
wuve,

Machinegun bullets  were nipping
around me, the shell fire was getting

gun and ritle fire, and we heat it huck
t anether villnge pnd opened anothe
T st
The Begrimed Lord,
Abont ten o'clock on the morning of

the fourth doy Lol Thyme, my eol
Lonel when 1 was with the hattallon,
stinbledd Inte the shiack where T wis

WhS |

| Torehead to

were putting up a barrage, aleplunes |

sitting like a ghoet, He
hodd Tost his hint, his faee was coversd
with a four doys” beard, the swent
hindd trieedd trncks in the dust from his
his ehin. s slopve was
torn and Bloody and he bnd o gash in
his nrm where he had been struck by
n plece of fiving shell cuse,

“My God, doe, nre here?' he
suld,  “You got out just in time, The
buttalion s all gone, The sunken rond
I« flled with  dead—mostly  Huns,
damn ‘em. The line hroke on the
rlight : we were surrounded, and st
the lust we woere fighting back and
hack. Gnly thirty of us got awny.”

Sa owe knew the Boche had hroken
through to our elght and our feft, nnd
it was a question of how long it would
he hefore were surrounded
hut we wanted to stick 1t out as long
s we conled,

But not more than an hour later a
medienl officer rushed In from one of
the battallons nud between gusps for
the Germans were on
the edge of the villuge, had shiot him
through the with o muching
gun buller (luekily that was all), and
for us to beat It

Let me tell you we did, I threw
my knupsnck and made the first hun-
deed yurd= In nothing Aat then
settled down to a wonlk beentuse 1 was
so out of bhreath T couldn’t run any
mdre,

The incessant serenm and ernsh and
bung of the shells kept up and the
rat-tat-tat of the machine guns never
The villnge immedintely hes
hind us wus a seething mnss of brick
dust, smoke, flume, and  bursting
shells, We were told on our wany
buck that a stand was to be made
behind thig villuge, so we cireled
around It and took up a position
about a half mile behind It at a cross-
roads,

Unfortunately for us, a six inch bat.
tery eame into petlon about Afty yards
from us and. uside from the harassing
effect of the terriflc noise, hatterles
are always unpleasant neighbors, as
they Invite shell fire,  We sfmpped
hiere until about 10 o'clock nt night,
when we were ordered to retire,

There was no way of getting out
the wounded that we had collected, so
the streteher bearers earried them on
their stretehers for six or seven miles,
In fuct, we all helped, and when we
arrived at our destinntion st 4 o'clock
in the morning of the fifth day we
were all In,

I eould hardly move, but after two
big bowls of hot ten smd some hard
tnek I turned in on the Hoor and slept
Itke n log for four hours, when we
moved to another [:llll'l‘ nni hlli'l’ll‘ll A
dressing stntion,

Hun Plane Crashes

On the way n German nirplane came
down and crashed near the road, hut
neither the pllot por observer were
hurt, They were a couple of rather
neat looking lads about 19 years old,

And 5o It wont for three days maore,
open a dressing station, retire (some-
times on the run), long marches, very
Hetle to ent except what we fornged

ahaundoned widd g,
dog tired, sleeping when nnd where we
could, aud finally the division was re-
Heved, We now saw onr first eiviliuns
and last night 1 slept o o hed, I
wusn't much of g bod, and the muttresy
wus full of humps, but to get my
hoots off my sore and aching fret, to
streteh out, and know I wouldn't he
routed out In fifteen minutes—well,
you couldn't have hought that bed
from me for $100,

Did you ever read Robert W. Sery-
deseription of the retreat frown

He lookoil

Ll

waer, tow,

hregth teld us

sliveyve

nnirl

censml,
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Mons? Well, that's the way I felt;
Tramp, tramp, the grim road the road
from Mons to Wipers
I've 'ammered out te's ditty with me
brulsed and bleeding feet,
Tramp, tramp, the dim road-
We dldn't ‘ave no pipars—
All bellles thar wers ‘“oller wans  the
drums we "l to beat
The ninth dav, slting around the

fire In our mess after the hest dinner
we had had In days, the commanding
officer handed me some papers and
snltd, "Here Is something that will In-
terest you, Petrit, 1 want
slinll be sorry to lose you,”

And this Is what it wps:
Roswell T, Pettit, M, R. (°, 18 relleved
from duty with the British army and
will procesd to the A, E. F., where he
wlill report for duty.™

I leave for Parls In the morning.
This has heen o long tule, but the half
of It hasn't been told, T hope T haven't
strung 1t our 1o much

[ hove Just been Informed that all
my kit had to be burned to prevent It
falling into the hunds of the enemy.
I shall probably want you to send me
some things from home, but will see
whut I can get here first. Your son,

ROSWELL

“Livut

o sny we |

ton |

. osndd the ol man, “we nll

hine cor Withiont some of the things
we to huve., You for o lttle
wl I forever,

oo von see yonder clump of trses?
A T I further on Is where the
nrt fe flighting, Aly three hoys
L HE tway when the war broke out
Fh v, then the second wans killed
At Voo b have given the youngest
toy | voonnd 1t owas only n few doyse !
ngo his old mether and T heard
thiut towy, whe struck down aml s
now ping somewhere beyonid those |
Lrees |

Hard Work. |

Avcdlrow Carnegle hins had to =tand
for t uf stories, so this Hitle one
blamad o him won't add but o trifle |
ta his consclenee ;

“Sronking of the obstinaey of the
Beot enld the Lalrd of Skibe, 1
once Lrow n Seoteh minlstor who told
me of o parlshlener who prayed ar
follow s

“Lowl, oh, Lord, Keep me from ;.'nv|

Ing wrong, for you know how hard it
Is to o anyvthing with a Scot when
once he has made up his mind,"—Ex
chang

$100 Reward, $100

Catarrh is a local discase greatly influ-

anced by constitutional conditions It
therefure requires constitutional treat-
ment. HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE

I taken internnily and acts through the

Blood on the Mucous Surfaces of the Sys.
tem. HALL'S CATARRI MEDICINE
destroys the foundation of the discase,

gives the patient strength by
the gener

improving
health and assisis nature In
doing ita work., $19%0®0 for any case of
Catarrh  that HALL'S CATARRH
MEDICINE falls to cure

Druggists T6e.  Testimonials free

F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohlo, |

Voice of Vanity. ]
“Are the baby I“o-hl'lillvll'nl
me?" asked the prowd father.
Ab=clutely.,  Aren't you pleased?”
“Yos, I'm pleased,  The only thing |
{8 thut the youngster will get over be- |
tng rather red faced and bald-headed |
and T probably won't.”

you sure

Don't Worry About Pimples. i
On rising and retiring gently smear |
the face with Cuticura Olntment, Wash
off the Ointment In five minutes with '
Cutlcura Soap and hot water. For
free samples address, "Cuticura, Dept.
X, Boston." At drugglsts and by mall,
Soap 25, Olntment 25 and 50.—Adv,

Indignant Denial.

“Those tire protty looking trees over
there.  Are they decldnous®”

“Indeed, theyv're not. They're

healthlest sort we've got on the place,

the

"

Dr. Plerce's Pellets are hest for llver,
bowels and stomach, One little Pellet
for m laxative, three for a cathartie. Ad,

] |

Fhere may be bolm oan Gilead, but

there are no chenp excursions to that
pluce,

Cross Ball Blue, made in Ameries,
!h%ﬂf@ l.l:e best, delights the housewife,

All good grocers.  Adv. |

A hog ought not to be blunmed for
belng & hog, but a man ought.

A bucket of whitewash usually goes
with each paolitleal Investigation,

gine, piso lior<se puiwer poes

e prives nre
low, and teru =

wnsy, Wrlie for free aircnlne,

Prabubdy the waorst th ng nhont AL w&' Plﬂsfa.““gw'l?t 9..b-l0,_'.'..
erty b the ewmotony conneets] with =
it. W. N. U.. LINCOLN, NO. 191918,

GASTORIA

For Infants and Children,

Ait:'_l|'fulkrmeq)' for
Constipation and Diarrhoed.
and Feverishness a
Loss OF SLEEP

resriting therefrom -infnfancy
rh_t-Similc Signature of

- For Over
“ Thirty Years

ASTORIA

THE GANTAVR GOMPANY, BEW VOAR QITY.

._,__'_-—<¢--__-
mcnmmconvmr.
NEW YORK.

AL ‘ luonihs old .
5 DosEs 35CENTS.

‘1 &

Carter’s Little Liver Pills

You Cannot be A Remedy That
Constipated Makes Life
and Happy Worth Living

Smasll Pill Genuine bears signature
Small

SaalFrice Soraiorrt |
ARTER’S IRON PILLS

will greatly help most pale-faced people

STRANGLES

Or Distemper In stalllons, brood mares, colts and all others le
meost destroctive, The germ causing the diseass must bo re-
moved from the body of the animal. To prevent the trouble
the samoe must be done.
SPOHN'S COMPOUND

Win 4o both—eure the pick and prevent those “exposed” from
having the discsse, 50 contm and 81 a botile: §5 and §10 the
dozen All druggints, harness houses, of manufacturers
BIPOHN MEDICAL CO.,, Manulacturers, Goshen, Ind, U.8,.A.
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PILLS.

ABSENCE of Iron In the
Blood is the reason for
many colorless facea but

To do your duty duriniethese trying

times your health should
These two women

tell how they found health.

Hellam, Pa.—*1 took Lydia E. Pinkham’s Ver.
etable Compound for femals troubles and a dis.
placement. Ifelt all randown and was very weak.
I had been treated by a physician without results,
8o decided to give Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound
a trial,"and felt better right away. I am keeping house
gince last April and doing all my housework, where before
I wasunable to do any work. Lydia E. Pinkham's Vege.
table Compound is certainly the best medicine a woman can

consideration.

your first

take whenin thiscondition. Igive you permission topublish ¥ .

this letter.”—Mrs. E. R. CnvuriNg, . No. 1, Hellam, Pa.

Lowell, Mich.—*I suffered from eramps and dragging
down pains, was irregular and had female weakness and
displacement. I began to take Lydia E. Pinkham's Vege.
table Compound which gave me relief at once and restored
my health. I should like to recommend Iydia E. Pinkham's
remedies to all suffering women who are troubled in a simi.
lar way."=—Mrs. ELise ey, 2. No, 0, Box 83, Lowell, Alich,

Why Not Try \

LYDIA E. PINKHAM
VEGETABLE COMPOUN

LYDIA E.PINKHAM MEDICINE CO LYNN.MASS,

et e p——



