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THE HEART OF A BOY

The oy lay through the long night
with wide-open eyes save when some
member of his family passed through
his semall room, whereupon he closed
them in pretense of sleep, but when
the gray dawn sifted silently through
his unshaded window he could no
longer endure the stillness he had
kept. Blipping swiftly into hig clothes,
be crept through the kitchen door,
stole through the enshrouding fog of
the soft spring morning to the front
of the house and stood gazing silently
across the village road to the house
on the other elde which the mist
velled from his sight. He wondered
vaguely if the white roses still hung
their drooping heads against the panel
of the front door or if they had been
taken In with the rest which kept
watch beside Little Girl as she lay
among the white satin folds of her
lovely casket, her lips emiling bravely
in answer to an Angel's call.

They had told The Boy the day be-
fore that he might go in and his moth-
er had taken his hand in hers to give
him courage, when he gently disen:
gaged It and sped away to the woods,
following the trail along which he had
beld back the flapping branches for
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‘self over and over again that they
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ground where it was cold and dark
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things to himsélf heé ¥new In his ach-
Ang heariwgt it wopld| be done, gnd
ow as he &tood in the soft spring
?og. his tearless eyrs stralpibe agroes
the street, panic selzed his young
heart—the sort of paniyg thagls) born Y
pf the utter futility of human purpose
n opposition to the wilgof God.
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against the front door. Instinetively

he knew the time had come. Hearing
his mother's call, the heart of The
Hoy contracted strangely. His pain

stricken eyes swept the room in which
he seemed alone. With pulsing heart
he left his place at the window, Climb-
Ing the narrow steps which led to the
attic he threw himself on a pile of old
carpets and when Little Girl was be-
ing borne away from the house
across the road no one missed The
Hoy eave, perhaps, his mother, who
if she gave the matter a thought, con-
cluded he had gone shead.

For an hour he lay on the carpets,
his heart numb with suffering; his
eyes wide and tearless; his mind tor
tured with the scene in the cemetery
he could not bring himself to witness.

Later he heard his family stirring
in the kitchen below, and once or
twice he heard his name called, but he
made no answer. All day he lay won-
dering If yet the arbutus was dying
In Little Girl's hand, and if the smile
of the Angel had left her lips, and
when he could bear the companion:
sghip of hig thoughts no longer he sat
up on the pile of rugs and his eyes
wandered to the cofner of the old at
tie where he and Little Girl had
played at love and housekeeping
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Softly The Boy let himself in. ln-
stimctively he knew the mnew-made
mound, all covered with flowers, where
Little Girl lay, and swiftly he topk
off his warm coat and with exquisie
lengderness sprepd +ft oven the earth
home of Little Girl. Not satisfled, he
raisad the ambrelln he (had brought
for his own protetion and left it thos
qvenithe' beauddfigE Nttle face fram
In its halo of golden ecurls and woarlxg
Itg brave & # of youth.
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day was neay, lr&“d it had but just Be- |ap Ioh golomon urned away from
gun to rain. Hastily The Hoy slipped | God (b, 11: 911 81, 83). A true
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My B, O BELLERS, Acting Director of
Bunday Behool Course, The Moody Bible |
Institute of Chicago. )

LESSON FOR AUGUST 8 |

THE KINGDOM TORN ASUNDER.

I Kings 12:€-16,

LEBRON TEXT

GOLDEN TEXT-P'ride goeth  before
destruction, and a haughty spirit before |
a fall, P'rov, 1618

SBolomon's kingdom though outward. |
Iy magnificent contalped within it |
those germs of oppression, formnal re |
liglous observances and the lax ex-
ample of an indulgent monarch which
speedily led to fts disruption after his
death, Forty years Solomon reigned,
but the latter end of his life was none
too peaceful, "He loved many strange
women" and “his heart was not per-
fect with the Lord his God" (11:1, 4).
Rezon was his "adversary” (11:206)
and Jeroboam whom he at first sought
to conclliate (11:26-28) was finally
driven from the land (v, 40). Chapter
eleven contains the prophecy of which
thia lesson {8 the fulfillment. “And
Rehoboam, his son, reigned in hie
stead” (11:48).

I. The Convention at Shechem, vv
1-5. This place has an important his
tory beginning in the days of Abraham |
and Jacob. It was a city of the Levites |
and the place where Joshua gave hie |
final charge (Josh, 24:1, 25). Ablme !
lech destroyed it though it was soon |
rebullt.  Here lsrael gathered to con ‘
firm Solomon's son upon the throne
| Jerusalem and Judea readily nccepted |
Rehoboam as king, but the ten tribes
hegitated and, according to one trans-
lation there was a year's delay during
which time Jeroboam was gent for and
certaln reforms were formulated (v 2)
Their charges were entirely selfish |
and made no reference to the rights of
Jehovah nor offered any protest
against the Increasing idolatry, Be- |
fore alleglance was sworn Jeroboam |
a8 spokesman presented these reforms
(v. 4) and Rehoboam wisely asked for
time to consider the request (v, B).

Il. Good Counsel Neglected, vv.
6-12. Rehoboam came of bad stock
(ch. 14:21), yet his first step was a
wise one. Hla name means “"Enlarger
of the people,” but he sadly belled the
same. Too long had he lived in the
atmosphere of luxury and enervation.
The northern tribes suffered greatly
through taxation and shared none of
the prosperity of Jerusalem. Solomon's
“yoke,"” like that of every earthly mon.
arch, had been heavy (Matt, 11:29, 30).
The counsel of the old men was good |
(v. 7), 1t was kingly, manly, |

Jesus tells us that the greatest must
be the servant of all and gcts us the |
example himself (Matt, 20:28), Iiehml
boam next consulted those of his own
clrcle who “were grown up with him," |
men of like position and passions |
youths as inexperienced as himsell |
who had no sympathy but were wild,
‘tonceited, overbeating, selfish,
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.prophet foretold ‘hat would happen,
the “cause WRN from¥the Lord that he
might perform his saylng” (v. 15, cf.
111:81; 32): dod is «constantly and' Iit-

have been so fully and so minutely ful-
filled: are'n warrant thatiin due time
all 'will llkewise “come to pass.” Re-
hoboam is a lesson to the young men
of today,

Rehoboam {8 slso a Jekson ror preg-
ent day fathers,

Finally: Rehoboam 18 & lesson to all
who are set in autherity. To close our
ears to the ery of the needy; to forget
our obHgations ‘to God and to men
(Matt;26), and to tat) to sgee God's pur-

r poses, propHocias md plaau. inévitably
courts -disaster, |

*The coming king o' kings who'inr ful-
filllment oI prophecy did come, and
will oome aganin, has o voke for his
subjects "“which 18 easy.”"! H#M fitger
(vod0r and hands wdresuned in loving I
mintstries ‘and’ the only chaatmement |
(v. 11) he ever parmitd 1s that swhich |
proves us

(Heb. 12:6-11),
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The Kind You Have Always Bought

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, MNEW YORK CITY,

Too True,

Hill—=It has been estimated that the
heat received in a yvear by the earth
from the sun 8 sufliclent to melt a
layer of ice 100 feet in thickness eov-
eving the globe.

Jill—And yvet we have to go hacking
at it on the sidewalk with an old
hatchet, just the same.”

HAIR OR NO HAIR?

It |s Certainly Up to You and Cutl-
cura. Trial Free,

Hot ¢hampoos with Cuticura Soap,
followed by light dressings of Cutl-
ouras Ointment rubbed Into the scalp
pkin tend to clear the scalp of dan-
druff, soothe itching and frritation and
promote healthy hair-growing condi:
tions. Nothing better, cleaner, purer.

Sample each free by mall with Book.
Address postcard, Cuticura, Dept. XY,
Boston. Sold everywhere.—Adv,

Unfortunately the fellow who is al-
ways willing to lend a band generally
has an empty one.

Every joke takes
course in vaudeville.
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‘Business Opportunities 3

Lh you know that one of Abhe most profitable lines of tradde I & Blltlard |
oom and Bowling All
Lunch Room or Barber
They are yours for the askiog. Write
sire to locate. Ask for caimlogs of 11
"edd Viztures. We sell on easy payments,

NOT A MATTER OF FIGURES

Number of Churchu or Synagogues

Seem to Be of Relatively

Little Moment.

“Im it progress to go to church or
not to go to church?" asks Dr. Ernest
C. Richardson of Princeton university.
Thersupon he answers the question In
this wise: “What Is almost the last
word that ean be spoken on universal
progress at the present stage of af-
falrs was once spoken by that most
graclous and polished author of the
most scholarly ‘Life of Our Lord,' Dr.
Bamuel J. Andrews, apropos of this
very matter.

“An enthuslastic apostle of Chris-
tian endeavor In a quiet library read-
ing room was holding forth in nolsy
conversation on the wonderful prog-
ress of the church In theso later
times.

“*“Why, just think of it' he ecrled,
‘there are twelve hundred churches (It
it was twelve hundred) in the city of
Philadelphia alone today; twelve hun-
dred churches, just think of it!'

“Doctor Andrews looked up from his
book at the strenuous declalmer and
remarked quietly, ‘And there were
elght hundred syuagogues (If It was
eight hundred) in Jerusalem at the
time when Jesus Christ was crucl-
fied."" .

Rocky Roads of China.' «

Wa all know the descrifitivn of the'
snakea in Ireland: “There are nong"
and much the same might ' be said
about the roads in China. . There are
- lWso-called roads, certajply, upan which’
,the people move abaut, but 1 have
seldom met one that was mny hellet.
than the surrounding mu try,
very, very often on tlils m‘rlev 'l
met ronds where it was éike and 14x-

boring plowed fleld:« Tha Tecipe for
. road there in the Nerth .seams 'to
ibe: “"Take a plece pf the sguptey that
Jn really too bad to plaw or|ta use
[for any agriculturpl putpoegs w,hn-
ever, that & mountalp tarrent, in fagt

has given up #a too mue for t

‘stone wall with good large storfes' ix 1t,
iake care they nevef for o mu!}llht. It |
evenly, and you have your road. —-Wid
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Parygran H Nature. y
q’?n lt‘truon that poverty improves §
man:a perspective?” '

“I1 doubt jt." |

“Then, how about riches?”

“The result is the same. When &
man’s pdor he' dan’t appreciate thé
simple Nfe becauge he' Haw to Ve ity
and when he's'rich Be:can't apprecl
ate the.simple life because his doctor
,Fpcommends {t." b

o Nat in the Money.

“Does your husband play cards for
monay 1"

“No," rf-pliml young Mrs. Torkins,
thoughtfully; *I don't think Charley
plays for 'money, But all the people
who play with him do."

Professor’s Break,
Professor (to student)—What
you laughing at? Not at me?
Student—0h, no, sir.
Professor—Then what else Is there
in the room to laugh at?

are

‘Womnn ‘are acting as street cleaners
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water, upsét a stohe wall over'ft, &l
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Well Named,

They were talking about & promise
ing young man who had failed to make
good ns a traveling salesman.
The first man sald to the other
man:
“It was queer about the boy, He
peemed to be a regular whirlwind,
His first trip was a rattling success,
but all he brought back from his
second trip was a bunch of foollah
excuses,"

“What was it you called him—a
whirlwind ?"

u'...il ‘

“1 see. All ‘whirl' at the beginning,
and all ‘wind' at the finish,"—Cleve
land Plain Dealer,

The Way Out.

“Sometimes 1 think,” remarked the
timid young man in the parlor scene,
“that If I—er—had money 1 would—=
er—get married.”

“Well,” suggested the dear girl who
was occupying the other end of the
sofa, "why don't you try nn’j—p-t
borrow some?"
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At a wedding men laggh agd wapen
weep-—probably bw they are not
the victims.
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