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CURIOSITIES

HE ezar has Just exalted the duty
of the duel as above that of re
Helon. Kumroff, a reglmental gur-
geon, sued a civillan with whom

he had quarreled, and won a judg-

ment of one hindred dollars, Tia

colonel maide complaint to the

cear, who sgont for Kumroff, and

demanded to know why tha sur

geon had resorted to the courts

; instend of ta the ducl.  The cul

prit explained that he had religlous seruples
against ducling

“Religion,” the autoerat retorted, “ls one thing;

honor Is another”
geon's roslenation,

And he commanded the sur-

In the German Relehatng a Soclalist reeently
attacked Willlom for the Imperial sanction given
to ducling. e conelnded a flerce denunclation
with the assertlon that were thae royal exemption
from the code removed #o that the erown prince
might become a principal fn an affalr of honor,

the kalser would instantly put the ban on such
personal combals

It In probable that the allegatlon of the Soctal
st was without any warrant, nnd that, did honor
permit, the Kkalser would send hla helr to the
fleld without a whimper. Pt this charge, as
well as the czar's pronouncement, ealls attention
anew to the fact that duellng Is still encouraged
By the highest clvilizatlon on the eontinent of
PBuarope, though for generatlons the divinlty that
doth hedge about a king has commanded that
the Immediate family of royalty, as well as the
soverolgn himself, must not be exposed to such
perfl of bLullet or blade. Aforetime It was not
#80. Many kings beeame famous for prowess In
personal encounters with the foe, and more than
once a duel has served to determine sovereignty.
There has boen nothing of the sort, however, In
recent history, although only skilled diplomney
avolded an encounter between George 111, of Eng-
land and Frederick of Prussia.

King George's Duel,

These two peppery and opinfonated monarchs
had n long list of grievances between them. At
the time of crisis, the chlef quarrels between
them were over marriages- and Mecklenburg.
Finally they agreed to settle thelr disputes by a
personal combat according to the code,

King George chose, as hla second, Brigadier
@General Sulton, while Colonel Dershelin was to
sarve Frodoriek. George was In resldence at
Hamover, The Prusslan monarch was at Saltz.
dahl, which 18 near Drunswick. Arrangements
for the duel were formally completed, and Hilde-
shelm, on account of its convenient location, was
salected for the place of meeting. Naturally
those In the confidence of the two soverelgns
were In a atate of frightened suspense, and evory
effort was mado to prevent the fight. These fall-
od, however, untll the Prussian minlster to the
eourt of 5t. Jamea by a ruse secured a slight de.
lay. The Interval sufMeed to remove the causes
of bitterest contention, and the monarchs grew
ealm enough to hear reason.

Under all the clrecumstances, that would have
been the most curlous of duels had It been
brought to pass. ‘The outcome might have been
elthar farcieal or tragleal.

For the matter of that, there have been actual
moetings aplenty of either kind, the ludierous or
‘the ghastly.

A Combat In the Tree-Tops.

Perhaps the absurdest duel was fought in the
eighteenth contury. The Marquis Merle de
Bajote-Marie was an Indefatigable duelist. An-
other gentloman almost equally busy on the fleld
was Monsieur Plerrot d'Isanc. Now, plerrot In
PFrench I8 sparrow, and merle 18 blackbird, Out
of these seemingly Innocent facts came combat,
for d'Isanc, on a visit to the nobleman, dellvered
Bimsolf In this wise:

“l am Bonapartist, mongieur le marquia: you
are Royallst. 1 am the sparrow: you are the
Blackbird. Isn’t there one bird too many?"

The marquis gracefully accepted this suave
statoment of the situation,

“Precisoly!" he agreed. “My cholce {8 pistols.”
And he added, “As Is appropriate for birda of
our specles, let us fight in the trees.”

Thia whimsical suggestion was carrled out.
The seconds had their places on the ground, but
the principals were aloft in the branches of trees
that stood the requisite distance apart. The In-
stigator of the duel was the victim, for at the
first fire d'Isaac recelved a bullet in the leg,
which sent him crashing through the branches.
He managed to seize one of the lower limbs, and
from there was helped down by his seconds.

Put the marquis falled to be discreet In the
time of victory. Seeing his adversary lald low,
b bogan twittering joyously, imitating the song
of a blaskbird. D'Isaac only waited for his leg
%0 beal before Imsuing a challenge on account of
the offensive chirping, and In this second en-
eocunter, which Iacked any bizarre feature, except
#a caure, the Murquis de Salnte-Marle was se-
wverely wounded,

A duel more amusing in a wholesome way was
fought In our own country some seventy-five
yeara ago. An itinerant preacher named Brown
meed to travel through Kentneky. He was a man
possensed of mighty sinews, nnd, too, of a cer-
taln ekill that would have delighted a league-
manager, a8 the event showed. In his exercise
of the ministerial function, he scathingly rebuked
a man of noterious profligney, who retorted with
& challenge.

The parson, aa tho challenged party, had
cholee of weapons. He selected for each com-
Batant a half-bushel of Irlsh potatoes—Ilarge ones,
solid and well rounded. The further stipulations
of the engagément were for a distance of fifteen
paces and the taking of only one potato at a
time from the receptacle,

The profligate protested, but in vain. Event.
wally the two met In accordance with the clergy-
man's requirements. When the word was given,
the parson Instantly hurled a potato, which
eamght his enemy in the ribs before the man
esuld lay hold on a mlissile.

The first was followed by five others, and
avery one smote the wretched target. The vie-
@im mever even secured a potato, much less threw
ese Each time he reached for one, another
frem his foe smote him sore: After the sixth
peiato had struck, he fell unconsclous, and it was
@ week before he recovered sufficiently to leave
his bed.

The farcical result of this resort to the fleld
of honor had a very considerable effect in bring-
fiag duellng Into loeal disrepute.

Amother instance in which curious weapons
ssrved the need of combatants occurred a few
yuears ago In Paris. Tintard, a journalist, became
eagaged In a quarrel with a rival, while the two
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men were in & restaurant along with the Iady of
thelr affections,

A duel was agreed on, and such was the wrath-
ful haste of the Jealous sultors that they rushed
forthwith to the apartments of the woman with-
out troubling to securs pistola or swords. Um-
brellas were substituted for raplers, and the fight
followed. Tintard was the victim. The ferrule
of his adversary's umbrella gouged out an eye,
and he fell, half swooning from the pain. The
maddened victor stamped upon the wounded
man's face and skull, and Tintard died within a
few days from inflammation of the brain.

In contrast to the gruesomeness of this hap-
pening, there was the happy Issue to the predica-
ment of an Irishman In Spain, who was chal-
lenged by an hidalgo famed for skill in fenee.
The Iriehman, having no art of sword-play, was
not minded to lose his life unnecessarily, and,
like the Kentucky parson, set his wit for defense.
He chose shillalaha for weapons, explaining, with
perfect truth, that these were the national weap-
ons of his country. J

The don remonstrated In vain, He Investigated
the nnture of the unknown fighting tool, and
what he learned caused him to withdraw the
challenge.

The Most Freaklash of All.

Undoubtedly the most freakish of all duels was
one fought in 1808 in Parls. The principals were
rivals, between whom the woman In the case
refused to choose. The weapons selected were
blunderbusses, the ground was the air—for the
shots were to be exchanged from balloons in
process of ascension. The seconds.exhibited an
astounding amount of sporting spirit by accom-
panying the principals aloft.

At the first fire the envelope' of one balloon
was penetrated and the gas exploded. In the
fall to earth both principal and second were
killed. Thus simply was the. woman relleved of
chouvsing.

Two other rivals were Henrl Delagrave and
Alphonse Riviere, who confided the arrangements
for an affair of honor to their seconds. As the
duel was to be a outrance, one of the seconds,
who was a physiclan, concelved the ldea of leav.
ing the issue to fate, in the shape of a poisoned
pellet,

To this end, he made up four black pills. One
of these contalned prussic acid. When the meet-
ing occurred, Delagrave won the toss of the coin,
by which his adversary waas forced to take a
pellet first. Rliviere selected one of the black
balls and swallowed it. A brief interval proved
that he had not taken polson. Delagrave then
took his turn, and he also escaped. Again it was
the cholce of Riviere, who stared for a long time
at the twin pellets In which lay hidden his life
or his death. Finally he selzed a pellet hastily—
swallowed it. Within a few moments he was
dead.

Another Instance when the determination of
the affair was left to chance was in the case of
an Englishman, challenged by a Frenchman. The
Englishman was without skill either for fence or
shooting, while his adversary was renowned for
both. The Engllshman had no wish to be mur
dered, and set his ingenuity to devise a means
of equality in the encounter. As a result of his
pondering. he stipulated that the duel should be
with platols, but that only one of the two weapons
should be loaded with ball, and that first cholce
of them should be left to a toss. The weapons
thus aportloned, the combatants should fire from
statlons only two paces apart. This, of course,
meant almost certaln death for the holder of
the plstol with the blank charge. The skilled
duelist won the toss and had frst cholee. He
spent considerable time in examination of the
twin weapons, balaneing them, first one and then
the other, In his hand, In an efort to distinguish
between the welghts, as he knew that the fully
loaded one must be the heavier. But chance is
stronger than any skill. At the fire the French:
man fell dead, while the Engllshman suffered
only some scorching from the blank charge.

About the middle of the fourteenth century
there oceurred in Paris a duel unique in all his-
tory: a formal combat between & man and a dog,
under the authorlzation of the king. Aubryde
Montdldier was murdered, and his body burled
in & wood outside the eapital. His dog’ found
the grave and remalned guarding It uniil driven
away by starvation. Afterward the fafthful beast
led searchers to the spot, and thys made known
the crime,

Soon afterward this same dog flew at the
throat of the Chevaller Mroaire, The susplelon
thus directed against th® Chovalier finally culmi-
nated In the king's ed'ct that the gullt or Inno-
cence of the accused shoyld be put to proof by
trial of combat between the man and the dog,
a huge hound.

The affalr was carried to a conclusion in due
form. In the aréna the dog when loosed instantly
sprang for the throat of his enemy, and sunk
his fangs ther's in o death grip. All the man's
offorts to ®ivo himsel! were futlle. When at
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fast the frenzled brute was forn from his prey,
the guilty wretch had just time to whisper a con-
fesslon before he expired. F

A Dwarf on the Fleld of Honor.

Another oddity among pffairs of honor had
for one of the principals a dwarf. This was Jef-
frey Hudson, an Englishman,’' who from his
elghth to his thirtieth year measured just elght-
een Inches in height. Then this astonlshing per-
son began to grow, and kept at it until he had
attained a helght of three feet and nine inches.
But diminutive stature proved no bar to an ad-
venturous career. On a journey from the Con-
tinent to England he was captured by a Dunkirl®
privateer. Afterward he fell into the hands of
Barbary pirates. He escaped finally, and re-
turned home to become.a captain of horse In the
clvil wars.

It was Iin France, however, whither he had
gone in attendance on his queen, that the duel
occurred. Some dispute arose between him and
another Englishman, named Crofta.

A meeting with pistols was arranged. On ac-
count of his low stature, Hudson was accorded
the privilege of being mounted on horseback,
while his adversary remained afoot, which was
fair enough, since Crofts was a tall man. The
dwarf, unharmed himself, mortally wounded his
enemy at the first fire.

Long before the days of militant suffragettes,
women asserted thelr rights by engaging in the
duello, although such encounters were frowned
on by the authorities,

One of the most notable waa fought over
Chasse, a famous ginger of the old French Acad-
emy, in which the principals were two love-sick
women, botiv of the nobility, the one Polish, the
other French. The weapons were plstols, and
the Frenchwoman was severely wounded. An
unsympathetic government shut up the passion-
ate French countess in a convent and expelled
her rival from the country.

Something of the modern press-agent flavor
clusters about the affalr of honor between
Marotte Beaupre and Catherine de Urlis, actresses
of the Hotel Bourgogne. Thelr meeting occurred
on the stage of the theater, and revealed some
clever sword-play, but not too much blood.

In an encounter on horseback, with pistols, be-
tween Melinte mnd Prelanie, which resulted from
a quarrel over & greyhound, the fair Melinte was
severely wounded by her charming antagonist,
and, too, she lost the dog.

France was indeed the happy home of dueling
unt!l after the Napoleonic wars. Then 1t prac-
tically ceased. There had been enough of fight-
ing, enough of death.

But there came a revival with the restoration,
which scon waxed absurd and at last made duel-
ing wholly ridiculous,

The influence of democracy caused tradesmen
to resort to a practice hitherto confined to those
far above them in the soclal scale., The barber
challenged the hardware dealer who sold him a
damaged stove. The charcoal seller had an affair
of honor with the huckster who sold him onions
in a short measurs. Such vulgarization *of the
noble art of malming and killing wrought havoc
with the prestige of the code. Indeed, in France,
that stigma has never been wholly removed, and,
as a rule, affairs of honor there are today with.
out that underlylng seriousness which they pos-
sess In other countries of Furope.

Spaln, from the standpoint of the duellst, ia
entitled to credit for belng both sincere and
strictly up-to-date in malntaining the code. As
an Instance in polnt may be mentioned an en-
counter arranged between two members of a
bicyela elub of Granada, named respectively
Perez and Moreno.

This was fought by the men from their wheels,
with the deadly knife known a# the navaga. The
place of meeting was a lonely bit of the Melaga
road. Perez Inflicted a severe wound in the left
arm of Moreno, then was killed by a thrust In
the right breast.

Exit the Duello.

Maeterlinck wrote a wonderful defense of duel-
ing, but since then he has taken to boxing with
such enthusiasm that he may belleve he has re-
canted, Certalnly the sentiment of today Is hos-
tile to the code, despite the archale preferences
of czar and kalser. Nowadays we are fostering
human life to the limit, with sclence struggling
wildly for the survival of the unfit, Lucklly,
while we are saving the diseased and criminal,
we also incline to preserve the hale and honor-
gble. We are not minded to let good men ba
slain for the whimsies of the code. We leave
dueling to the stark ignorance of mountaineers,
to the viclousness of thugs In ecity gangs and to
the antiquated habit of the finest gentlemen of
Europe.

OLD ROVAL HOUSE

Chateau Bonnetable Dispenses
Hospitality to Beau Monde.

Ancient Palace of Noble Mouse of Ls
Rochefoucauld-Doudeauville, Near
Paris, Scene of Many Aristo-
cratic Gatherings.

Paris,—The present generation ol
the old nobility of the Faubourg St
Germain, with the fathers and grand-
fathers, have found the most sump-
tuous hospitality of country life at
‘Bonnetable, the chateau presided over
py the duchess of La Rochefoucauld-
Doudeauville, generally spoken of sim-
Iply as the duchess of Doudeauville, to
distinguish her from her cousin by
Jmarriage, the duchess of La Roche-
Joucauld, who was the American Mat-
tle Mitehell,
States senator.

Honnetable 18 In the Sarthe depart-
ment and 8 easily acecessible from
FParls, It was rehabilitated by the
last duke of Doudeauville, who died
dn 1908, shortly before his eighty-
fourth birthday, a wonderful old man
who spent many years of his life In
the work of reconstruction and then
dn making the chateau the center ot
& soclety life which brought together
the leaders of the anclent nobility.
He had a ‘large family of children
and grandchildren and he lived tc
#ee them all make exceptionally bril
liant , marriages,

His eldest son, the present duke, |.

married Princess Loulse Radziwill,
and the other sons married Princess
La Tremoille and Marchioness Col-
'bert, while one of his daughters be-
came the wife of the prince of Ligne
and the other marrled the duke of
Harcourt. ~

The late duke was a famous am-
bassador during the time of Napoleon
1IL., being many years at the head of
the French embassy in London, and
te always Invited the American am-

absadors In Paris out to Bonnetable
mlong with the other members of the
diplomatie corps. -

Otherwise few Americans were in-
cluded in his house parties, He was
a royalist of the old school and did
mot approve of Americans, When hie
kingeman married Mattie Mitchell the
pld duke considered it a terrible me-
galllance. He sald:

“The young man's father married
his housekeeper, so what could you
expect from thelr son?”

But the present duke of Doudeau:
ville and his duchess have extended
their invitations to Bonnetable to a
small number of Americans, who con:
glder it the crowning achievement of
soclety “climbing” In Paris to be
asked to join that exclusive ecircle.
The duchess of Doudeauville llkes
Americans and frequently goes to
their houses herself.

One of her cousins, Prince Albert

Chateau Bonnetable,
married Dorothy Deacon

Radsiwill,
both of whom will be guests at Bonne
table this season.

FIND MANY ANCIENT BONES

London Police Refuse to Investigats
Into the Death of “Adam's
Aunt.”

London.—The skull and other re
malns of a woman believed to be ol
great antiquity have been unearthed
by eome workmen excavating for clay
in the Fletton yards of the London

Brick company at Peterborough.

The bones were found in the super
ficinl gravel, and are in a good state ol
preservation, Local paleontologists be:
lieve that they may equal in age the
skull of the primitive woman which
was discovered last autumn In a pit
at Plltdown common, BSussex, and
which evoked so much interest in the
sclentific world.

The discovery was reported formal
Iy to the police, but the local superin-
tendent facetiously stated that he had
no desire to inquire into the death ol
Adam's aunt,

Ends Her Hunger 8trike.
Philadelphia, Pa.—A plate of ice

ecream and strawberries ended the

“hunger strike” of seventeen-year-old’
Julls Morgan of Pettaville, Pa., whoﬁ
'was held by the local police until her
rolatives could be found. Miss Mor
‘gan had fasted more than two days.

No Farm Life for Wife.

East Orange, N. J—Life on a farm
did not appeal to Mrs. Max Walther
of this city, who left a note to her
'‘husband in which she declared she
:lrﬂldnthormulnnwwueon-
win, Walther, who had bought a farm
in the western stats, set out alone.
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IN SUCH PAIN
WOMAN TORE
-~ HER CLOTHES

Testifies She Was Restored
to Health Lydia E.
Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound.

Malone, N. Y.,— “ Lydia B Pink-
ham's Vegetable (i‘&mro%nd has e:r;
- S SR nly done mo & lo
F“Wﬂﬁﬁ' A of good. 1firet heard
ALk K- of it when I wasa

daughter of a Unlladl

il girl and I alwuyssaid
i1 that if I ever had fe-
male trouble I would

organic inflamma~
tion and would have
gpells when I would
be in such paln that
I would tear my
clothes. One day my husband got the
neighbors in to see what the matter was
but they could not help me, My first
thought was for Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound and 1 sent my hus-
band out forit and took ituntil I was en-
tirely cured. 1Iam a woman of perfect
health and my health and happiness
came from Lydia E. Pinkham's medi-
cine. You may rest assured that I do
all I ean to recommend your wonderful
medicine to my friends.”’— Mns, FRED
STONE, Route No. 3, Malone, N. Y.

The success of Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound, made from roots
herbs, is unparalleled. It may be
used with perfect confidence by women
who suffer from displacements, inflame
mation, ulceration,tumors, irregularities,
riodic peins, backache, bearing-down
;:ellng. lﬂmlency.lndlgutlon. dizziness,
or nervous prostration. Lydia E. Pink-
ham’s Vegetable Compound is the stan-
dard remedy for female ills.

DEFIANCE STARCH

is constantly growing in favor because it

Does Not Stick to the Iron
ltnd 2 will not Iu]ui:'n htt: finest lallinric.l 6l"«:ne
aan urposes no equa oL
nclu;rc’lﬁa 1-3 more starch for same money.
DEFIANCE STARCH CO., Omaha, Nebrasks
—— —ey

Legal Opinion,

“A cat gits on my back fence every
night, and he yowls and yowls and
yowls. Now, I don't want to have
any trouble with Neighbor Jones, but
this thing has gone far enough, and
1 want you to tell me what to do?"

The young lawyer looked as solemn
as an old, sick owl, and said not a
word.

“l1 have a right to
haven't 1"

“1 would hardly say that,” replled
young Coke Blackstones, “The cat
does not belong to you, as 1 under
stand IL”

“No, but the fence does.”

*“Then,” concluded the light of law,
*1 think it safe to say you have &
perfect right to tear down the fence.”

—

shoot the cat,

Gone Forever.

Mother (to little Ethel sobbing as
if her heart was broken)—Well, well,
what Is the manner, dear?

Ethel—Tabby got losted.

Mother—Never mind, darling, we'll
advertise in the papers for tabby.

Ethel (still robbing)—She'll never,
never come home ‘cause she can't
read.

in the Bame Game,

“It seems strange that he could
plunder & great corporation like that
for years without being found out.”
“Well, you see, the corporation was
pretty busy itself.”—Chicago Journal.

Misplaced.
First Cinder—Why so angry?
Second Cinder—I've been wasting
time in a glass eye.

Wild Beastie.
“Have you ever owned a horse?”
“Not for long. 1 had a nightmare
once."—Boston Evening Transeript
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A Triumph
Of Cookery—

Post
Toasties

Many delicious dishes
have beea made from
Indian Com by the kil
and ingenuity of the ez
pert cook.

But none of these crea-
tions excels Post Toast-
ies in tempting the palate,

““Toasties’’ are a lux-
wy that make a delight

ful hot-weather economy,

The fint package tells
its own story.

“The Memory Lingers”
Sold by Grocen,
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