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K HAS always seemed to me the prince of
all adventurers: & man whose nostrils
sniffed the breath of battle as eagerly an
most of us sniff a flower; & man whose
virile person delighted In the zest of dan:
ger, who was Invarlably willing to stake
his all on the right; a man hardy, deter
mined, daring, resoureeful, bold, yet never

withal a man who knew when
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reckless;

middle path of cautlon,

He happened to be born with royal blood In his
Fvery inch of
territory, every subject lie owns, he has fonght’ for,
and It Is to his credit that the domains handed to
him by his predecessor, fiftytwo years ago, have
been rather more than doubled In extent and popu-
lation through the might of his sword and the aglity

velns; but that Is of small account.

of his brain.

Nicholas Petrovieh Nlegoeh, ezar of Montenegro,
prince of the Zeta, volvode of Brda, and gospodar
of Tchernagora, Europe's lanst feudal ruler, was born
at Niegoch, the ancestral home of his house, on
He came of the wonderful
line which has given rulers to Montenegro for more
than two hundred years and which was one of the
foremost famiiies of the anclent prineipality for
Th& Petrovich dynasty has
reigned In Montenegro alnce 1694, when the rule of
the hereditary viadikas, or prince-blshops, was In-
But for hundreds of venrs before that
date, even before the time of the first Dlack Prince,
Btephen Chrnolevich, the Petrovich were an hon-
ored family, who boasted the rank of volvode or
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centurfes before that.

nugurated.

lord,

All of the men of this line have been men of great
abllity,
statesmanship and political eunning, and lmnlesn}d
Living, for the
moat part, lives of strictest celibacy, quaint mix.
tures of the warrior and the monk, they presided
over the destinies of thelr tiny nation with a gense
of responsihility that you will not find equaled by

personal prowess, excoptional military

of marked personal magnetism.

the standard of any rullng dynasty In Europe.

At the beginning of ita existence, Montenegro was
ruled by successive dynastles of princes, of which
1516, however
the system of government was changed, and what

&' v Inst was the Chrnolevich. In

were known as eléctive vindikas were installed.

One ruler of the Potrovich was succeeded by his

brother's wmon. Strangely enough, there was
never any jealousy among the nephews who were
passed over

For Instance, the father of Czar Nicholas,
Mirko, known as the “Sword of Montenegro"—
the most famous warrlor the little land can boast
and a stalwart bulwark against the Invasions of
the Turks which threatencd Montenegro until
1878, when Russla put a stop once and for all to
Moslem aggression in Europe—was twlee pnssed
over for the throne, the second time in favor of
his own son. Yet he fought cherefully both for
his brother and hig son and never showed a traco
of lllfeeling, although, as has been sald, he has
always been regarded as the best leader the
Black Mountain men ever had

To tell the story of Czar Nicholas, the first of
the Montenegrin rulers to wear a kingly crown,
means the telling of the story of his country
throughout his reign.

It I1s not a story which ecan be lightly told,
elther, for It Involves description of several of
the most stirring combats which have taken place
since the days of the Crusades.

In the first place, it |s necessary to glve a
brief sketch of the land of Montenegro, or Teher
nagora—“the Black Mountalin,” to call it by the
name its inhabltants love best. Montenegro was
colonized in the last decade of the fourteenth cen-
tury by noble familles from Macedonia, Servia
and Bulgaria, the pick of the old Slav aristocracy,
who fled from their upland eastles In the Rho-
dope hills after the battle of Kossovo in 1389,
when the Turks completely crushed the Christlan
power in the Balkan peninsula, and the great
Bulgar-8erb emplre, which had been numbered
among the mightleat in Europe, went down to
everlasting defeat.

From that time on, the story of Montenegro ia
the story of endless battles, wars, sieges, ralds,
forays and encounters with the Turks, varied
occaslonally by combats with the Venetlans, who
made several abortive attempts to scale the im-
pregnable road known as the “Montenegrin Lad-
der,’ which runs from the Bocea di Cattora up
to Cettinje, and, later, combats with the French
and Austrians.

Time and agaln the Turkish Sultans and thelr
viceroys, the Pashas of Albania, Bosnla and the
Herzegovina, endvavored to conquer the tiny
land. For four hundred and fifty years, army
after army, led by the Janlssaries and best gen-
erals Turkey could produce, attempted to conquer
Montenegro and falled. During the first half of
the last century the warfare between the little
principality and its great enemy was almost un.
ceasing. In the reign of Danflo 11, uncle of
Nicholas, & number of tremendous battles were
fought.

Five years before the time came for Nicholas
to ascend the throne, his destiny had been de-
termined upon, and as his uncle was & man of
conslderable foresight and no small intellectual
attalnments, it was determined that the helr-
apparent should be glven a first-class western
education in preparation for his assuming the
responsibilities of leader of his people.

Accordingly, after a preparatory course in the
home of his aunt in Trieste—~where he imbibed
principally batred of the Austrians, who were
becoming almost as dangerous enemles of Monte-

* negro as the Turks—he was shipped off to Paris,
where he studled at the Academy of houls-led
Grand, and obtalned some proficlency in French,
Itallan and German, besldes Serb hilstory and
other more usual branches of knowledge.

Even if Nicholas had not been a king he would
have deserved commendation and a distinctive
place In the history of his country through his
litctary endeavors. Besides a volume of poetry,

to let well enough alone and steer the
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he has written several poetle dramas, Including
“The Empress of the Balkans” and "Prince Ar-
banit,” all dealing with Serb history, and de-
clared to possess unusual merit.

Ile was not quite nlneteen when he was called
to take his uncle's place. Two months later he
married Milena Voukovich, daughter of one of
the principal volvodes, who had been a brother-
In-arms of his father, Mirko. The Czarina Mil
ena Is still one of the handsomest women In Eu-
repe. Bhe stood shoulder to shoulder with her
husband throughout all the trinls and adversities
of his eventful relgn, at times when he was
driven from pillar to post by the Moslem hordes
that were poured through the deflles of the
Lovehen range in wave after wave, so that even
the brave Black Mountaln men quailed under the
attack and sought safety on the lmpassable moun-
tain helghts,

They had peace of a kind for a vear, and then
war broke out with redoubled violence. The In-
surrection of the rayahs, or Christian peasants of
the Herzegovina, aroused the sympathies of the
Montenegrins, and young Prince Nicholas found
his hands full trying to obey the injunctions of
the great powera to refraln from hostilities and
keep his flery subjects In check.

For some months he held out ngalnst the
wishes of the nation, with somewhat dublous sue-
cess. e honestly did his best to remain neu-
tral; he even consented to allow the Turks to
send thelr convoys across Montenegrin territory.

A serlea of "frontfor incidents"—"frontier Incl-
dent” is the designation for any fracas along the
Montenegrin border which results In fatalities—
followed close upon one gnother's hels. The
Turks grasped eagerly at the chance they had
been looking for. Omar Pasha, viceroy of the
western provinces, one of the bittereat foea of
Montenegro, threw a huge army across the fron-
tler, undeterred by his previous defeats at the
hands of Mirko. It was reasoned in Constanti-
nople that young Nicholas had earned the dis-
like of his subjects by his peace policy, and that
now, while there was turmoll in the Christlan
camp, Turkey might find it easy to erack the nut
which had resisted so many efforts for so many
hundreds of years.

lut things did not turn out exactly as Turkey
had anticipated. A great part of the prineipality
Was overrun, most of the villages were destroyed
and ruin stared every one in the face. Omar's
army had entered the country In three divisions,
alming to comb {t from side to slde, and making
their prinecipal effort against the valley of the
Zeota, which might be called the highroad ot
Montenegro, the main artery_of its life. But, led
by the glant fighter, Mirko, and their boy prince—
In whom they trusted implicitly, once he had
#anctloned war—the Montenegring took up un-
flinehingly the struggle of thelr fathers. The
Turks were assalled from every helght, from the
sldes of every pass.

True, the valley of the Zeta fell into the in-
vadors' hands, but on lttle else could they keep
thelr grip for long. The war was fought with a
flerce, unrelenting fanaticlsm which s all but in.
comprehensible to the western mind, After Bixty
battles, the Montenegring were glad to meet thelr
foes half-way,

They concededs some unimportant points and
won a breathing spell,

Cholera followed (n the wake of famine, and
despite the assistanee of France, which sent
shiploads of corn to arrest the ravages of hun-
ger, many who had survived the bullet and steel
of the Turkish armies were carrled off by the
scourge of disease, among them Mirko, “the
Sword."

The loss of his father was a great blow to
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young Nicholas, who had
often relled wupon his
judgment and advice. But
no man, however Yyoung,
could have gone through
the experiences which had
been the prince's lot dur
ing the few years of his

reign  without learning
much thereby.
Nicholas realized that

it was as certain as such
things could be that soon-
er or later he would have
another war with Turkey
on hig hands. He set out
to prepare for it almost
before hostilitles had bheen
concluded, He secured
large quantities of mod-
ern rifles and artillery—
an arm In  which the
Montenegrine bad been
sadly crippled—and instituted a systematle plan
of military organiaztion, on the model of the
greater European nations.

Phe result was that Turkey feared to wring
from Montenegro all the privileges the sultan
had really galned under the last treaty.

During the next fourteen years there were
many covert outbreaks along the fromtier. In
fact, such affairse have always been regular top-
fcs of gosslp in Montenegro up to the present
time.

It came in 1878, when Servia declared war all
by herself against Turkey, and Montenegro threw
in the whole forea and welght of her 100,000 in-
habitants with Servia's 2,000,000, There had
been some rumor of a Russian declaration of war
agalnst the sultan. Dut Montenegro did not walit
for this. That was not the Montenegrin way.
“Flght for your brothers against any odds,” that
is the Montenegrin creed, and Prince Nicholas
acted upon It. The blood of Tchernagora ran as
hotly ns of old. Dut there was more than hot
blood and desperate courage to throw into the
balance for the princlipality this time. There was
the result of all the sclentific preparations Nich.
olas had been making for fourteen years.

His increased standard of efficlency told right
at the start, when he was able to rally 20,000 men
to his standard—the Iargest army Montehegro
bad ever put In the fleld. Instead of walting for
the Turks to attack, he pressed the war into the
enemy’'s country.

By means of a serles of combats that he after
ward loved to style *Homeric"” in his momenta of
reminiscence, the prince compelled Niksie to capit:
ulate, an achlevement which, in his people’s opin-
lon, overshadowed all the others of the war, for
Niksic had stood for centuries a threatening out
post of the Moslem power at thelr very gates
Then, vnwearled by the months of steady fight-
ing, the prince countermarched his army to the
south, pressed on to the sea coast,'and for the
first tlme In the centuries of Montenegro's ex-
istence, the Montenegrin eagles bathed In the
brine of the Adriatic. Antivarli and Dulcigno
both fell, and Skutari—-the "“bloody Skutari” of
the Montenegrin ballade—was besleged, when
news of peace came, )

Well might Nicholas sit back content. In a
succession of campalgns that had met with un-
broken victory, he had pushed forward his fron.
tlers In every direction. He had reduced every
Turkish fortress within striking distance of hiw
frontiers, save Skutarl.

So passed more than thirty years—eventful
they would have been called in any other part of
Europe, but somewhat dreary for Montenegro,

Bo long ago as 1868, of his own free-will and
without any pressure—indeed, in the face of the
opposition of many of his advisers—he voluntar
fly granted the country a constitution and abro-
gated his despotic powers, In form at least—for as
a matter of fact so long as Nicholas lives the
government of Montenegro will be a benevolent
despotism, by and with the glad consent of the
people

Since then he has granted other reforms and
has done everything possible to promote the in-
dividuality and talent for self-government of his
subjects

It |8 as flerce, ruthlessly fanatical crusaders
that 1 like best to think of Nicholas and his peo-
ple; =iuch crusaders as followed Richard the
Lion:Heart to within slght of the walls of Jeru:
salem; of the same callber as the Franks of the
Fourth Crusade, who, under Dandolo, Count Bald:
win and Montserrat stormed Constantinople and
set up on the shores of the Bosphorus a Latin
empire that might have checked the Moslem tidal
WAve had Europe backed them un.
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LESSON

(By F. 0. AELLERS, Director of Evening
Department, The Moody Bible Inatitute,
Chicago.)

LESSON FOR JULY 13

MOSES PREPARES FOR HI8 WORK,

LESSON TEXT—Ex, 2:11-25,

GOLDEN TEXT-—"Blessed are tha
meek; for they shall inherit the earth.”
Matt. 6:56.

Meekness does not Imply any lack
of aggressiveness; it does not imply a
mildness of temper. Moses, we judge
from a study of this chapter, was not
as yot “meek above all men.”

In last week's lesson we considered
the birth, salvation, nursing and train
ing of Moses as child. After Jochebed
had nursed Moses (v, 9) he was re
turned to Pharaoh's daughter and “be-
came her son,” thereby obtalning all
the rights, privileges and tralning of
the Egyptian court,

I. His Qualifications. (1) He had a
godly parentage and an early godly
training. Do we appreclate the tre-
mendous advantage of the child who Is
well born and well tralhed? True, en-
vironment is not all:sufMclent, but it is
& great asset. The psalmist empha.
slzes this when he exclaims “thou hast
glven me the heritage of them that
fear thy name."” Ps. 61:5.

(2) Moses had a knowledge of the
conditions. Born and nursed in a
slave’'s home he knew of the oppres-
slon eof Isrnel. Reared in Pharaoh's
court, he knew how the BEgyptlana
feared these same Israclites (Ch. 1:9,
10). Moses saw (v, 11) the burdens
borne by thoee of his own race.

Heart of Sympathy,

(3) Moses had a heart of sympathy
(v. 11). BSeeing an Egyptian task:
master evilly entreating & kinsman
Moses' heart rebelled and at once he
flew to his support and defence. Our
Lord was “moved with compassion.”
A like righteous Indignation impelled
the Master to drive the money
changers from the temple and to de-
nounce the hypocritical Pharisees.
Moses had not, however, learned self-
restraint, and that he should express
his sympathy at the proper time and
In the most effective manner,

(4) Moses was brave and zealous,
v. 12. Dut he acted before God told
him to act. He “looked this way and
that,” but he did not looK upward.

(6) Moses was educated. We have
already seen how he was taught by his
own mother and that he received the
training of the Egyptians, Acts 7:22.
Being brave and mighty in deeds was
not enough; he was “mighty In words
and deeds,” Thus he was prepared to
stand before Pharaoh (not the father
of his dellverer, but another Pharaoh,
v. 24), meet him on an equal faoting,
and intelligently combat his religion
with that of Jehovah,

(6) Moses had assurance. True, he

had not as yet received God's call (see | |}

Ch. 3) for particular work and his re-
llarrce upon force, his titAfor-tat policy
was not God's method of working de-
liverance. Dut Moses was obedient, |
and as he oboyed, God honored each
step of his faith,

Moses' Mistake,

€7) Moses was meck, e, g, teach
able. To us this was his greatest as
sel. A man may be well born, well
trained and know the needs and the
resources at his command, but if he
lack a teachable spirit he is doomed
to fallure. Moses made a mlistake
when he slew the Egyptian, At a later
date when he had learned of God he
undertook the same task and no dif-
ficulties daunted him. The change
from a prince's position at the court
to one of an humble shepherd, a des-
pised calling, was as essential as had
been those 40 years at the Egyptian
schools.

il. Hie error. Moses endeavored to
work rellef by the strength of his own
arm, & mistake many Christian work-
ers are constantly making. Our wanr
fare is not with carnal weapons.
Moses had no warrant for killing the
Egyptian. He was not obeying any
command other than that of impulse.
The life of Moses had beenm miracu-
lously spared, nor had he been.sub-
ject to slavery. Yet he did not know
God’'s method nor was it God's oppor-
tune time to strike the blow for deliv-
erance. It Is true that the sufferings
of the Israelites increased and that no
one seemed to heed thelr cry. But God
remembered,

ili. Hie piigrimage. Some owe has
puggested that Moses entered another
school of patience which would cause
him to exercise all of his meekness
when he married Zipporah, Ch. 4:20-26,
It is true that his fatherin-law was
more generous and proved a better
friend than his daughter, Ch. 18:13-
27. Moses gave evidence that he rec-
ognized his pllgrim character in the
names he gave to his sons, v. 22 and
Ch. 18:8, 4. The Christian needs con-
stantly to be reminded that he Is but
& pligrim and a stranger here below.

IV. A summary. Again we have
brought before us God% wonderful
method of preparing his chosen Instru-
ment for the carrying out of his prom-
ises. Not all, of course, I8 recorded. A
lite 18 saved and preserved. It receives
a brief perlod of instruction at its
most critical stage from the hands of
itsa own mother, He becomes proficlent
in all of the learning of a rich nnd
opulent court. Then comes a time
when a definite crisls of responsibility,
a sense of persons relatlon to the poor
and oppressed of his own blood, forces
bim to make a cholce. He Is com=

The belles of the Paliouins, a West
Afriean tribe, shave the head and then
dye it yellow,

LEWIS' Single Binder gives the emoker
a rich, mellow tasting Je cigar, Adv,

Women, llke the plants in the
woods, derive thelr goftness and ten-
derness from the shade —Walter Sav-
age Landor.

Youthful Slayer.

A case of "precocious violence” 1is
reported from Newark, N, )., where n
twenty-monthe-old Infant, suppoged to
have been jealous of his baby sister,
two days old, struck the baby a blow
with his fist and injured her fatally.

Chafing Hives.

This troublesome skin anection s
dificult to diagnose at the onlset. Be
on the safe gide, therefore, and when-
#ver the skin is Irritated use Tyree's
Antiseptic Powder immediately and
avold further trouble. 26c. at drugglata,
Sample sent free by J. 8. Tyree,
Chemist, Washington, D. C.—Adv.

Not Going to Waste It.

Young Man (whispering ta Jjew-
eler)—That engag¢gment ring I beught
of you yesgterday—

Jeweler—What's the matter with it?
Didn't it fit?

Young Man (cautiously)—'Sh! It
didn't have a chance. Gimme studs
for it.

Important to Mothe
Examine curefully every mttlo o
CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for
:nfants and children, and see that 18
Bears the
Signature of y
In Use For Over 30 Years.

Children Cry for Fletcher’s Castoris

Signs.

Pilly—Do you believe in signs?

Milly—Yes, indeed.

Billy—Well, last night 1 dreamed
you were madly In love with me.
What s that a slgn of?

Milly—That's a sign you were
dreaming.

After This He Went,

It was getting very Iate, and the
dear girl had smothered yawn after
yawn. B8till Mr. Staylate showed no
signs of going home. Father wound
up the clock. Mother let the cat out,
and still he stayed and stayed.

“Won't you sing something, Miss
Minnie?" he suddenly asked,

“Why, Mr, Staylate,” she replied,
with another vawn, “don't you know
it I8 considered unlucky to sing be-
fore breakfast?"

Don't allow a weak
stomach, lazy liver and
clogged bowels to put
you ‘‘in bad."” Always be
game, and help nature
overcome such trouble by
taking

Hostetter’s
STOMACH BITTERS

It strengthens the entire
“inner man” and drives
out all Stomach, Liver
and Bowel Ailments.
Mzke the start today.

Lady Agenia Make $:8 Weekly selling our
Sanltary Devicy to women. The most suce
conslul nrilcle o market today. nlg profte
Enmple S0e¢ postipald Address FACLIFIO
COANT BPECTALTY CO., Hpokane, Wash.

REMEDY, N "
HER, N
Hospitals with
L BUCCRN, CURES CHRONIC WRAKNESS, LOST VIOOR
VIM, RIDNRY, BLADUER, DISEASKS, BLOGD PO
PILES, RITHER Mo, DRUGGISTS ¢ MAIL 81, PosT

ST, NEW YORKOF LYMAN BRNE
BOOK TO DR, L8 CLRRO

FOUGERA Co, 9, DERKM

THERAP B e

HAT TRADE MANKRD WOND "THERAFION® IS ON
H:I:.rm. STAMP AFVIZED TO ALL GENUINE PACRETS.

DEFIANCE STARCH

is constantly growing in favor because it

Does Not Stick to the Iron
and it will not injure the finest fabric, For

laund urposes it has no equal. 16 oz
nch;l,lse. 1-3 more starch for same money.

DEFIANCE STARCH CO., Omaha, Nebraska

Nebraska Directory

THEPAXTONES3:

CAFE PRICES REASO

smbho Saline Springs

Located on our own premises and used in the
Natural Mineral Water

Baths

Unsurpassed In the treatment of

Rheumatism

Heart, Stomach, Kidney and Liver l:lllanu"
MODERATE CHARGES, ADDRESS
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