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HE fifteenth of December,
1911, was the time set for
the formal adoption of one

of the most important inter
niational conservation meas
ures that has ever been ef
fected, DPursuant to a4 ®on-
vention or treaty concladed
at Wash'ngton on July 7,
1911, by the Unlted Stiates,

(ireat I'ritaln, Russia, and
Japan, the fur seals of the
north acifie Ocenn will re
oelve for the first time n
form of protection that has
been shown to he absolutely
necespnry, and Is guaran-
anteed by these four great
powers for a term of 16
& yoars.
The agreement prohibits
absolutely pelagic seallng, or
‘the killing of fur seals while in the water, and
places the legitimate killlng of surplus male
seals on land under the direct control of the
governments Interested

This convention insurea the rescue of the
dopleted fur-seal herds from commercial ex-
Unction; prohibits the cltizens or subjects of
the contracting powers from engaging In A
wasteful, cruel oeccupation, and removes &
long-standing disturbance of international good:
will.

Fur seals inhabit certain parts of both the
porthern and southern hemispheres, but the
most important herds llve in the north Pacifie,
represent three distinet but closely related spe-
cles, and are known as the Alaskan, Russian
and Japaness fur seals, respectively. Although
the northern seals roam widely on the high
seas, they nlways resort for breeding purposes
to certaln definite bits of land, and It is this
habit which gives particular natlona property
rights in them and has created several Inter-
pational complleations.

The Japanese renls visit no land except Rob-
ben Island and certain islands of the Kurlle
chaln; the Rysslan seals never go to other
shores than those of the Commander Islands,
off the const of Kanmchatka; and the Alaskan
seals, after distributing themselves over the
eastern part of the Paciflc Ocean as far south
as southern Californin, make an annual pll-
grimage to Islands In Rering Sea.

Of all the fur seals, the most numerous and
important are those of Alnska, which came to
the United States with all the other resources
of the territory when Russin ceded her juris-
diction. The Alaskan fur senala have for many
years been the subject of proiracted national
and International discussion, and during the
Years 1910 and 1911 came In for an unusual
amount of attentlon. In addition to the con-
sideration received during the diplomatic nego
tintlons resulting in the treaty already men-
tioned. Congress has enacted n new law re-
lating to the seal islands, n new dispensation
has come In the administration of the islands,
and the government as represented by the
Bureau of Fisherfes has for the first time en.
Faged In the buainess of taking and market
ing seal skins.

The “new dispensation” includes permanent
sclentific observation and control of the herd,
discretionary authority to suspend all killing,
and discretionary power to lease the sealing
privileges or to exploit them as a government
monopoly.

The only Iand to which the Alaskan fur seals
ever resort is the group of amall, rocky islands
lying In Bering Sea 2156 miles north of Una-
laska Island, the nearest land. These bits of
bleak land bave come to be popularly known
as the Seal Islands, from their most consple-
uous feature; but among geographers they
are called tha Pribllof Islands. in honor of the
Russian navigator who, In 1788, while in the
employ of a Kamchdtkan trading company,
followed the migrating seals and ascertalned
for the firat time where they resorted,

At the time of the discovery &f the Pribllofs
there were no human Inhabitants. As soon
as the Ruseians began to take sea skins they
transferred thereto from the Aleutian Islands
& numbher of natives to do the manual Iabor,
and from time to time established small colo-
nlea at various convenlent pointa,

The present population numbers about 300
on the two fslands.

When the seal Islandas came Into our custody
the fur reals thereon constituted the most val-
uable aquatie resource that any government
ever possessed. Owing to the Immense body
of anilmals present and the difMculty of count-
ing with any degree of accuracy, estimates of
the slze of the herd at that t!me necessarily
differ widely, the extremes belng two million
and seven milllon. It ia safe to assume that
the numher wns between two and a half and
four million, distributed on 20 to 20 rookeries.

At the close of the season of 1911 the
Alaskan seal herd conslats of not more than
160,000 individuals of all ages.

This appalling dwindling of the herd has
occasloned much concern and has subjected
the government to much unfavorable criticlam,
because the government has exerclised full and
continuous control during all the Intervening
years up to the present date. It will be seen.
however, that the criticlam Ia not justified, for
the reason that the decline and decimation of
the herd came through causes operaling when
the seals were on the high seas and beyond
the protecting care of thelr foster father.

It 1s furthermore a fact that the government
took active steps to secure adequate protection
for the seals when away from the Pribilofs,
and that its efforts were frustrated chiefly by
the results of an unfortunate International
arbitration.

Although the seals are easily killed by the
methods adopted by man for thelr destrue-
tion on sea and land, they are capable of with.
standing great privation and of undergolng
extraordinary muscular exertion

To maintain themsaelves during winter in the
{tempestous north Pacific without resorting to
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land s In iteelf no small accomplishment for
air-breathing animals. The females, leaving
the islands In November, go further south
than any other members of the berd, and In
December appear off southern California,
where they remaln until March. They then
begin thelr long return journey, renching the
fslands early in June.

Within two days of thelr arrival on the rook-
erles the cows give birth to their pups, Not
untll ten or twelve days have elapsed do they
return to the water or take any food. Then,
after washing and playing near the islands,
they make thelr first long trip to the feeding
grounds, coming back to the rookeries after
three or four days. Thereafter throughout
the season the cows make regular feeding
trips at Intervals of five to ten days.

The seals subsist chiefly on squid, but also
on herring, smelt, salmon, pollock, and other
kinda of fish, which are caught and eaten in
the water. They have prodigious appetites
and gorge themselves whenever the opportu-
nity comes,

On the approach of cold weather, the cows
and pups leave the islands together. Up to
that time the pups have subsisted solely on
milk, and they then have to lenrn to catch
their own food, conslsting of filsh and squid.
Inasmuch as the natural mortality among the
pups in thelr first year Is fully 50 per cent, it
is evident that they experience many viclssl
tudes In the tempestous seas to which they
commit themeelves. The males follow shortly
after, but some remain nabout the Islands
throughout the winter In mild seasons, and
the natives nlways depend on seals for food In
December and January,

Fur seals and halr seals have always been
regarded aas legitimate objects of exploitation,
and all governments having real or assumed
property rights in herds of seals have sanc-
tioned thelr killing, under restriction, for fur,
leather, oll, food, ete,

Deginning In 1786 and continuing untll the
sale of Alaska, Russlansa were almost contin-
uouely engaged In killing fur seals on the
Pribllof Islands. In the earlier yenrs there was
A promiscuous sceramble among rival compa-
nles, 50 that to maintaln order and properly
regulate the taking of seals the government
waa forced In 1799 to glve the privilege to &
single company, created by Imperial decres
and having among Its shareholdersa members
of the Imperinl family and the noblility. This
association, known as the Russlan-American
company. enjoyed a monopoly of thia business
A8 long as Russia had control of Alaska. An
ukase Issued by Alexander I in 1821 for the
regulation of the company had as one of Its
features the prohibition of forelgn vessels
within 100 miles of the Russiap coasts and

fslands. This ukase Iinvolved Russia in a dis-
pute with the United States and Great Britaln,
resulting In the treaties of 1824 and 1826,
which recognized Russin’as clalm to Jurisdiction
over the whole of Bering Sea, Okhotak Bea,
and other water !nclosed by Russian territory.

From the outset the company placed a ra-
tional limit on the number of animals killed
ench year, and In the light of later experience
it is evident that the herd would have been
fully able to sustain the annual harvest of
skins If there had been taken only from the
males. But males and females allke were
glaughtered in Ignorance or disregard of the
polygamous character of the seals, and as
early as 1806 It was necessary fo suspend
operations for two years in order to permit
the herd to recuperate.

When Killing was resumed, however, It was
along the same destructive llnes, and the
mighty fur-seal host continued to dwindle un:
til by 1834 its numbers were reduced to one-
fifteenth or one-twentieth of those present in
the first vears after the dlscovery of the
islands. The suspension of all killing for a
term of years then ensued, and by the time
operations were resumed the company officials
had come to realize that the females should be
protected, and later the sacrifice of old bullas
and young pups was stopped.

The result was a remarkable recuperation
and Increase in the herd that afford a valid
basis for the bellef that speedy recovery of the
decimated herds of Alaska, Russia, and Japan
may follow the ellmination of the factor re
sponsible for their present condition, namely,
the indiscriminate killing of males and females
at sea, When Russla ceded her jurisdiction
over Alaska, the Pribilof fur-senl herd had at-
tained n degree of prosperity closely approach-
Ing its condition at the time of its discovery,
and we thus came Into possession of a re-
source but little Impalred and had & knowl-
edge of Its significant history to guide us in
its treatment,

It is o cause for congratulation that no coun-
try has dealt with its seal life In & more Intel
ligent, humane, and zealous manner than the
United States, and it was a cruel fate that for
80 many years rendered our efforts futile. The
only occaslon when there was any laxity in
our adminlstration of the seal {slands was dur-
ing the first years of our possession, when the
government was still unorganized anywhere In
the territory and various private companies
landed parties on the Pribilofs and took seal
skins without any government supervision or
reatriction. It was in that year that the larg-
est killing in the history of the islands waas
made; the number of skina obtained was prob-
ably not less than 300,000, and may have
reached A78,000; !t this take was mot Indls-

eriminate, was confined to bachelors, and had
no effect on the permanence of the herd.

Although the indiscriminate killing of seals
in the sea had been going on from very early
times, this business was not extensive, was
conducted by natives using spears In their
canoes, and had no appreciable effect on the
herd.

Speclal inguiry made by the government
showed that in different years from 70 to over
90 per cent of the senls killed at sea, elther
on the northwest coast or In Dering Sea, were
females.

What pelagic hunting then meant to the seal
herd when so large a fleet was engaged, and
what it has meant recently when the fleet was
larger In proportion to the number of seals,
may be appreciated when It Is stated (1) that
for every seal killed and secured by the hunt-
ers not less than two seals were killed and
lost because they sank before the hunters
could lay hold of them, while many that were
wounded and escaped dled later; (2) that for
every adult female killed on the way to the
islands In epring an unborn pup was sacri-
ficed: (3) that for every female killed after
the herd had reached the islands a pup on
shore was left to dle a lingering death by
gtarvation, and a pup to be born the next sea-
son was llkewlse sacrificed,

The government was not glow to realize the
damage done to the seal herd by pelagic seal-
ing, and was led to assume juriadiction over
the entire American side of Bering Sea and to
regard as poachers any persons found hunting
gseals therein. The selzure of vessels flying
the United States and British flags followed,
and there arose a controversy with Great Brit-
aln., which culminated In the reference of the
ease to an International tribunal of arbitration
that met in Puris In 1863, The award of the
arbitration court was against the United States
on both of the main contentions. namely, the
Bering Sea Is a closed sea, and that the prop-
erty right in the seal herd warranted the gov-
ernment in protecting the seals while on the
high sens.

Since the award of the Paris tribunal the
case of the fur-seal herd has gone from bad to
worgse. The Unlted States government early
showed its good faith by prohibiting its eitl-
zens from engaging in the lucrative industry of
pelagic sealing; but the subjecta of all other
countries were permitted to do sc, and It was
the injection of a new factor, Japan, that con:
tributed more than any other cause to the
decimation of our geal herd.

The fur-seal problem with which the United
States government now has to deal presents
several phases, The most important duty the
reaponsible officials have to perform is to con-
serve and Increase the seal herd. This In
volves continuous care, study, and observa-
tion: the determination of the acturl condithon
and needs of the herd, and the application of
the results of sclentific and economic Invest!-
gntion to the welfare of the seals.

A scarcely less important duty, and one that
fs In no respect antagonistic to the first, is to
provide a revenue and to utilize a highly useful
resource at the time when that resource pos-
sesses the greatest market value. This in-
volves the judiclous killing of the male seals
when they are two or three years old and the
disposal of thelr pelts to the best advantage.
A third duty is to nscertain what are the real
needs of the helpless native Inhabitants of the
seal islands, and to give them the air that is
best suited for thelr mental, moral and physi-
cal natures.

Recent eriticlam of the government’'s policy
of taking the akins of seals In view of the de-
pleted condition of the herd I8 based on defl-
clent knowledge. The fur seal being a highly
polygamous animal, and males and females be-
ing born in equal numbers, it follows that un-
der the conditlons that have prevalled and
still continue the number of males produced
is far in excess of the requirements of nature
for the perpetuation of the specles.

The preservation and Increase of the gseal
herd is entirely compatible with judicious sac-
rifice of a limited number of young male seala
each year. and this Is quite as true when the
herd is depleted as when the rookerles are
crowded to thelir full capacity. When the pres-
ence of a sufficlent reserve is determined by
responsible officers of the government, the
utilization of the surplus males for their pelta
and incldentally for native food is justified and
demanded by common sense, and fulfills the
utmost demands of both the spirit and the
letter of genuine conservation,

If not a single male seal were to be killed
on the islands or at sea during the next five
years, not a single additional seal would be
produced as a result of that course. If not a
single male senl were to be killed on the
{slands or at sea during the next 20 years, not
& single seal would be added to the herd tha!
will not be added if the present policy of re-
stricted killing of surplus males Is continued.
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OLD TIMER REMEMBERS WHEN
IT REALLY WAS COLD,

“Truthful James" Rivals Baron Mune
chausen In Recalling a Winter That
Makes Even Oldest Inhabitant
Take Back Seat.

“Did you ever hear,”” began the
Btem-winding story teller, ns the un.
wound five yards of wrappings from
his neck, "about the winter I lived
in the country? It was what a fel-
low might be excused for calllng some
winter. That I8 to say, 1t was cold.

“We Legan to notlee unusual symp-
toms &loug In November. To bLegin
with, the creeka all froze solid--clear
to bottom, you understapd--and Ins
stead of water flowlng along In the
creck bede there was ice moving at

| about the same s#peed. They have
| gomething up In the Arctic reglons

very much Hke what we saw then—

| they call them glaclers up there, I be

Heve. Dut there was this difference—
up north the glaclers all move down te
the sea and break ff and flont away,
leaving plenty of room for other lce to
follow. Our ice streams didn't do that
at all.

“The creeks where I was was all
emptied into the river and, of course,
the river was as full as the creeks.
8o there was nothing left for the creek
ice to do but bump up when it reaches
the river and double back on itself.
Then when it got back to headquarters
it had to double up again and go
down to the river, All the crecks kept
up this process until they were plled
on top of themselves four or five times,
or even more than that. We had to
tunnel through them to get from one
township to another. And we had to
keep making new tunnels, too, as the
old tunnels moved up above our reach.

“But, bad as this conditon seemed
the worst was yet to come, The first
cold snap lasted until along in Janu-
ary; then we had the usual January
thaw—which in the country generally
means something. But this particular
thaw hadn't got good and started when
a big freeze came down on us one
night and froze the ground so quick
and so hard that it popped the rabbits
and woodchucks up out of their holes
the way a little boy pops a pea out
of its pod.

“Every single one of those poor lit.
tle animals just stayed up there In
the alr—frozen stiff, some of them gix
or elght feet above the ground. There
were 80 many of them that a fellow
couldn’t go out without bumping hia
head. It was much llke walking
along under a dense forest, only the
animals were closer to our heads than
the limbs of the trees would have
been. The only way we could get a
glimpse of the sun was to take an ice
ax and climb up the slde of one of the
creeks. I never expect to see the llke
again.”

“Well," exclalmed the wid eyed
victim, “I don't belleve you will. And
I suppose that when you wanted din-
ner all you had to do was to go out
and bulld a fire anywhere and the
dinner would thaw out of the air and.
fall down into the pot and be cooked.
Eh?"

“Not on your life!" asserted the
stem winding story teller. *If you
knew what you were talking about you
wouldn't make any breaks like that.
It was 8o cold that whenever anybody
tried to start a fire the air melted and
put the fire out, Every time!

“It was well along in March before
& square meal could be had anywhere,
I would have starved to death a doz.
en times only for one thing—and a
mighty fortunate thing it was, 1 kept
A Jersey cow—just one, but, of course,
she was the pick of the herd—in a
freless cooker that I had.

“But since than T never have been
able to say that I llke fce cream, And

I don't suppose I ever will elther,"—
Chicago News,

" Fairies In Ireland,

That bellef in “fairtes” still peraista
In many parts of Ireland was shown
at the last meeting of the Athlone
district council, when it wag stated,
SAys & report in the Times, that a
laborer named Kilduff had given up
possession of an acre of land, which
had been allotted to him under the
laborers acts, and upon which the
councll proposed to bulld a cottage
for him, because he was “afrald of
the fairles” The plot Is at a place
called Lacken, and Kilduft's objectian
to it was that there is on it an ola
fort or rath which would have to be
rethoved. On no account would he in.
terfere with “the fairles' home.”

A former district councllior named
Gllleran now applied for the plot, up-
on which he sald he would build a
cottage,

Mr, Malone sald that, at the local
government fnquiry, Kilduft stated
that the house in which he now livea
was so windy that 1t would give rheu-
matism to a wild duck.

The council decided to
oo \ glive the plot

~. Ruthless Financler,

ey don't run this street CAr 8

tem for nearly the money there ll,:

It,: sald Mr. Growcher,

'.’Pt: You think you could show ug a
0 CArry more passengers?” in.

qull:d the director. it

“No. But after you charge a

son a small fare to get l:‘ you l?l:

sight of the possibilities. By crowd.

ing in a few disorderly people ana

keeping the windows closed you could

make It worth a dollar and a balf of

AQy man's money to get out.”
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