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| In #some parts of the country, in Around the story  legends nnl'u-
fact, Christmas day bids fair to rolly gathered, 1t was the custom 'n‘ vt He Ueloves (AL 16 a/chcttnd
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me-honored natlonal festival of len of Toaday and Tomorrow” before

our New England forbears, People
of every ereed and every natlone
allty within our borders delight to
participate In the eclebration of
the Christmas feast, and many a

apovryphnl gospel wtorles In some
parts of the world the bees are sald
to sing on Christmas eve. The cattle
kueel in honor of the manger-bed at
Bethlohem.  The sheep go In proces
alon in commemoration of the angels'

the Cook County Teachors' nssoclation
when he expressod the opinfon that
the span of Hie I8 1o be lengthened,
“It has been proved,” he sald, “that
the men of today are on an average
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The origin of the festival is sald
ln. be lost in antiquity. If, ag held
::!p::;l;::;\'.ni:pis“r; :;Ih~::m-w feast grafted on to
tual mstllul.i.nn of ht‘t:r-’i -rln SRR TOREL (o0 Ko
Blon 5 15 atifeis ris nmul as the celebra.

: i ¥ of Jesus Christ dates from
:1.1'1' second century of the Christian era. St

VRO ay f *n

"]:.:_\l..::::::::“:.u: that it was olbserved *from

. becording to western practice,
from Thrace to the Straits of Gibraltar, and
Le calls 1t “the most venerable, the mother of
all the rest”

Dut as to the tlme of the celebration there
wWas n (Ii\i'l'ﬁlfj’ of observance. The early
Christlan church naturally kept Faster as com-
memorative of the resurrection of Christ,
which the apostles were eepecially chosen and
Instructed to proclalm, and the feast of Pen-
tecost, which became  thoe birthday of the
church, ctme next in order. Then to thepe
were added two others, the one commemoras
tive of the baptism of Jesus Christ and the
other of his birth. The first of these, the
Epiphany, or Manifestation, came from the
enst to the west, The second, Christmas, or
the natlvity, came from the west to the east,
The two were ofliciully recognized and quite
widely kept in both the east and west In the
fourth century, In a sermon preanched by the
Golden-Mouthed in Antioch on December 20,
A. D. 286G, lie speaks of the festival of Christ-
mas as having first become known there 10
vears before and on another occasion he in-
vites his hearers to participate In s ap-
proaching observance,

Dut as to the reason for the selection of
December 25 as Christmas day, first arrived at
by the Hippolytes, there Is much difference of
opinion. It {s held by some that the German
name of the festival “Weihnacht,” is a literal
tranglation of the Hebrew *“Chanuka,” the
lowish festival of the purification of the
temple by Judas Mncenbeus, which beginsg on
December 17, and that as the Passover and
Pentecost were perpetuated in  Easter and
Whitsuntide, so the fostival of the #urification
bas been preserved in Christmastide and the
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tian ern pagan BEurope, in all its tribes and
peoples, had celebrated Its chief festival, So
here we have the double truth of the golden
age and the rebirth of the unconguered sun,
us he breaks the power of darkness, refined
and conriched in-the Christian ~teaching of
“peace on earth and good will to men” as
coincident with the rising of the Sun of
Righteousness in the birth into the world of
the son of the peasant woman who was also
the Son of God,

This view of Christmas accentuntes the
true place of the Christian religion in relation
to the ancient and deep-scated religions which
preceded it, and at the same time reveals o
beauty of development In its culmination ns
the completed munifestation of God to man.
In the Infancy of the race the winter solstice
was everywhere n geason of rejoicing No
matter what the peculiay form which It as-
sumed, It expressod the world joy of the time.
2o the very idea of the Child God which gives
Christmas its meaning may not only have been
foretold by sybil and seer and prophet, but
prefigured by the infant gods of the Greok and
Egyptian and Hindu and Buddhlst forms of
religion.

These to us imperfect an
conceptions of the Di-
vine may lLave been the
rude but honest efforts
of the earlier days of the
human race to group the
idea of a God-man which
has been made so real
and so full of joy to us
fn the Nativity and the
Epiphany of the Christ.
In this sense the early
church may have hbeen
wisar than she wot of.
Her alm was to select
the best features of the
heathen feasts and em-
body them for thelr puri
fleation in Christian

unsatisfactory

S\YIMMING ROASTED of the
Fh e

N EVERY Roman Catholie ehurch and in probuably
ninety-and-nine out of every hundred Protegtant
churches throughout Chrigtendom thig is the sea-

_Ma the gods and goddesses of

the fabled Olympus. The
“yule” of “Merrle England” s the old Teu-
tonie name of the religious festival of the wine
tor solatice, during which Celt and Roman
could trace the movements of their deltles ns
they walked abroad in the world

The Story ChMsthas Tells.

The Chrigtian religion 18 not merely some-
thing bullt over the old ethnie religions ns the
church of 8t. Maria Sopra Minerva in Rome I8
built over the ruing of the old heathen temple
of Minerva, or as the grove sacred to Adonis
was planted by the order of the Emperor Had-
rian over “the cave elose to the village" which
is now honored as the gseene of the Baviour'a
pirth., It had a larger and a deeper menning,
Christmas tells the story of n gradual but
complete unfolding of the divine idea of relig-
jon ns seen in the Christ Child, of its worship
and lts merrymaking In its at once gacred
and socinl fenst.

The story ls told slmply but graphically by
two of the four evangelists, St Mark's gospel
berins with the baptism of the Christ, so log-
fcally be had no need to tell the story of his
birth and boyhond., 8t John wrote near the
close of the first century, and with the doml-
nant idea of setinig  forth the divinity of
Christ In opposition to the prevailing gnosti-

apher, and was surnamed * Doctor Seraphleus.”
gorved writings are of o dogmatie or didactie nature ex
clusively, and this byvmn is not to be found among them

A Bosnian Legend.

There {2 n Bosnian legend that the sun
leaps In the heavens and the stars dance
aroand . A great peace comes steallng down
over mountain and forest. The rotten sltumps
stand stralght and green on the hillslde, The
grass 1s bellowered with blossoms  and the
birds sging on the mountain tops in thanks to
God. In Poland the heavens apen and Jacob's
Indder I3 set up between earth and sky. 1In
Austrin the candles are set In the window, that
the Christ Child may not stumble when he
comos Lo bless the home.  In north Germany
the tables are spread and the lights left burn-
Ing for the Viegin Mary and her attending
angel.

The Knglish superstition  §s  admirably
voleed by the myriad-minded Shakespeare in
“Hamlet: "™
that over ‘gninst that scidon Comes
Whereln otur Lord's birth Is celobrated,

Thiee bird of dawning singeth all nlght long,
And then they say no #spirit enn winlk abrond,
Tlie nlehts are wholeaoie, Then no planets steike,
No fuley tndion, nor witeh hnth power ta chiarm,
B0 hallowed nnd so graclous Is the e

Mo sy

If o man will ecompliment his wife upon her
vouthiul appearance and tell her that be loves
her, she will forglve other white les

Iis pre

sults, the latter will be the only edu-
catedd persons of the country,

“1 don't know why the women
ghould not vole, T am tired lstenlng
to these false statements about the
women to the effect that they were
made inferfor to man and should be
kept subject to hls  authority and
ghonld have no suy In politics or In
religlon. We are having too much
trouble over that statement of Paul's
thut women should not talk in the
church."

OLEO MAN FOR CONGRESS

Sixth Illinois District Voters Choosa
Moxley to Fill Lorimer's
Place.

Chileago.~=Unless the plans of one ol
defented opponents suceeed an oleo
margnrine manufacturer will represent
the Sixth Chieago digtrict In congress,
This manufacturer of a substitute for
butter 1s Willlam J. Moxley and he
wis electod after a hard campaign.
So far ag the records show he ls the
only oleo maker In congress. The
government has had considerable trou-
ble with men ip Mr. Moxley's business
and a Chieago paper which opposed
his election called attention to the
fact that Mr. Moxley hnd not been
without hils own clnsh with Uncle
Sam,

Mr. Moxley was elected te suceeed
Willlam Lorimer who was elevated to

practice of burning candles on the Christmas
trees has come from the old Hebrew [east
Early Festivals.,
But the Purification can hardly be

gson when is heard that grand old hymn whoge
tender and solemn strafns find an echo in the copnlug and tewporament, s olassie Latin cadences are |
universal human heart—*Adeste Fideles” (Come, All Ye of such dyrie felicity that one cannot help but belleve |
Faithful), It is the anthem sung ot khigh mass at Christ- they were written to the noble and touching melody on

Doubtloss 1t i to be referred to the seraphie slde of his |

practicea  and  sacred
rites and to wean the
converts from thelr old

num-  guperstitions to the

pered amongz the greater and lmportant festl-  deeper and more real mastide for centuries past, r-‘nllhu:: Christ's worshipers to  whose wings they have foated to our time, Surely thiv is
vals of the Hebrews and, ns Schafl sayas, there  truths of the Christian B "]"I"I"""', where the new:horn Bavior lles. Jo% 508 fhaiAse @ BUERS stio, when it Iy remambered SUas |
I8 really no Old Testament [oast correspond:  faith. Thig naive and beautiful Latin anthem I8 more ancient  the oviginal Greek music of the Delphie hymn to Apollo

than its history, and goes buck six or seven centuries. I
Saint Bonaventura, nn Itallan monk of the thirteenth cen- e
tury, who died in Lyons, France, in 1274, I8 credited with identitied by
the authorship of the beginning sung b
of Chrigt
The hymn “Adeste Fidolos™ is not known to have been
uged In Eonglund earlier than the seventeenth century,
The musgical setting, ns wo have it in modern notation, s
ascribed by Novello to one John Reading, who was
oreanist at Winchester cathedral from 16756 to 1681, and
later at Winchester eollege, 1t real origin ls lost in the
mists of untiquity which probably far antedates the middle
ages and the Latin verses to which It hus been lusep:

proserved intact
Gregorign chant

Fle irew

Solomon's templs

and that cortain familiner phrases of
used todday In the Homan mass, are
higtoriang as the same which were
many centurles before the time

ing to our Christmas. The weight of opinion But. 1% 5o
g8 to the time of year chosen by the Chris.
tian church In the west les in another and
entirely different solution of the question and
links the Christian observance to the ancient
practice of the heathen world.

1t must be remembered In this caonnection
that the particular date was first flxed upon
by the Roman branch of the church, and at
that season of the year a geries of pagan fes
tivals occurred which were closely interwoven
with the civil and gocial life of the Roman

doing she
may have been the un-
congclous Instrument of
a divinaly gulded evolu-
tlon In religlous practice
and bellef which has en-
nobled and enriched the
world, The gymbollsm
of our Christmas today
certuinly lends ftself in
many wiys to this point
of view, In the greenery

Adeste tideles,

Laetl trivinphantes,
Venite, Venlte in Bethilehem.
Natum videte, Regem angelorum

William J. Moxley.

Venite adoremus,
Yenite adoremus,
Venite adoremyg Dominum

the rank of senator last spring, He i
wealthy and his friends are certalo
that he will give the people of the

\ ) ‘hese festivals had an import which . ' e e Sixth district satisfactory service.
people, These festiva ; ) .P“] o with which we deck our Oh, come all ye faithful, arably wedded, e e i
lent itself to the growth of the iristian houses and churches and Joyful and trivmphant Word duneuage reschos but the one people or race to “Touch Wood."
faith, and they may have been spiritually in the gift-lnden fir trees . .

whom It I8 dircctly addressed. But the language of musiec
{8 universal—it I8 “understanded of the people” Instantly

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem,
See the new-born Saviour, king of all the angels.

While we are on the subject of evil

by the church in order to counteract
i i ¢ gpirits let us lsten to a correspondent

thelr evil tendencies and at the same time ad-

which glndden our chil
dren’s hearts, we still re-

all the wide world over—it needs pot to be written In ) . ; { ;
vance the cause of the new religlon. taln the symbols by Oh, come let us adore him, " I“: O ke alanea :mm Bok )m“ 2 Ill i who informs us that he has lately no-
/ ; for instance, represented which our heathen fore- Oh, come let us adore him b s H iy napy K ”!_ ticed a curlous superstition smong the
The Saturnalia, for instance, ! . 4, ¥ s caught up from the heart and echoes on forever, That 18 | chjjdren of his village, “"When a

fathers signified their Oh, como let us adore him, Christ, our Lord

the peaceful times of the golden age and abol-
faith in the power ol re

i ! il nd why the “Adeste Fideles" hus become the Christmas
{shed sharp distinctions between citizen  an

motor appears the cbildren  within
v of all the world

Saint Bopaventura was o Franciscun scholastle philos slght all run to touch something made

. gerf. Dut it was a time of wild and unholy  turning sun toclothe the ' :

sve Th the Brumalin—the feast of the earth with green and T —— oF 'mood, Tatstaley old qf Iuh) the

revelry. an a e motor s out of slght, When asked to
shortest day, or winter solstice—waus the com- hang new frult on the = Qs; y reason for this they s h
memoration of the birthday of the new sun trees.  The Christmas 2-./’“ — :'“l“ & od luck, 1 wmni mlit“ righ ﬁ!
about to return to the earth. It was the “dies carol may be u mnew 7 NN - u.m::'le- -.u:ad;quu i '(:lr e
natalis inviet! solla” In the old mythology of  hirth of the hymns of - g 59".: ".n-:c: this.” \:! tlll”k l:lllcoa
the sun worshipers it was the birthday of the Saturnalia. The .”d:t;c ? - And except uh-lnh o
Methras himself, and, in fact, the time of vear holly and  mistletoe . i ’d “:”a| \::‘ujl o an t v
when from unpumbered ages before the Chrise  cawme from the Druid " Byre 20G, We Shonia JuNge
whe the ‘neantation very effective ..1
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