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ENTHUSIASTIC DEMOCRACY

Stirring Scenes at the Denver Con-
vention Described.

The Big Gathering Will Go Down Into History as a Rec-

ord-Breaker for Enthusiasm -- The Interesting
Incidents and Side Lights.

By A. U. MAYFIELD.

HOW THE STATES VOTED.
John.

Bryan. son. Gray.

Alabama ....., 22 - e

North Carolina. 24 =y N
North Dakota... 8 .e &

RO S 46 3
Oklahoma ...... 18 v
Oregon ........ 8 .
Pennsylvania 491, 3 9L

Rhode Istand .. & 3
South Carclina. 18 A A7
South Dakota... 8 . s

Tenneasee ..... 24

Texas ......... 36

UGN 5. inaian 6 ‘e
Vermont . ...... 7 .
Virginia ....... 24 . .

Washington .... 10 e
West Virginia.. 14 i

Wisconsin ... .. 26 > .
Wyoming ...... 6 ‘e '
Alaska ......... 6 e .
Arizona ........ 6 "o .
Dis, of Columbia 6 . .
Hawali ........ 8 . .
New Mexico ., 6 -
Porto Rico...., 6 ‘
Totals ..... 8921 46 59,
Convention Hall, Denver —"1 obaey
the command of my state apd the

mandate of thé Demoeraey of the na-
tion, when I offer the name of Amer
fea’s greatest commoner, Nebraska's
gifted son, Willlam Jennings Drvan”
It was an eloquent climax in the nom-
inatlon speeeh by lgnativs J. Duon,
and although the mass of people had
expected it for hours and hours, It
came ke a flash of lightning on the
azure skies, and the thunder of ap-
plause was the unmistakable sanction,
Far over an hour the cheors, the erles
and yells were Incessunt If the out.
burst of the previous dav had been
indescribable, this one was unthink
able.

It was a Bryan conventlon from
Btart to finlsh; no other human belng
could have filled the bill.  Gov. John-
BON'S name was prosented, bur
would not take

He was a good man, but the people
wanted Bryan, and Hryan they would
have, and did have

There was never another convention
in the world like this one. All others
Ware Lame affairs lu comparison, Great

Arkansas ...... 18 e =%
California ..... 20 .o i
Colorado ....... 10 ve e
Connecticut ... 9 5 e
Delaware ...... e 6
Florida ........ 10 i ad
Georgia ...., .. ] 2 20
idsho ..... vex: B ¥
linois ..,..... B ‘n
Indiana ........ 30 ol

lowa ...... .. 28 - as
Kangas ........ 2 e |
Kentucky ...... 26 ‘ |
Louisiana ...... 18 » T
Maine ......... 10 1 oo
Maryland ...... 7 i} 5
Massachusetts ., 32 " i
Michigan ...... 28 ‘e .
Minnesota ... . . 22 -
Mississippi .... 20 5 X
Missouri ....... 36 - s
Montana ...... 6 o .
Nebraska ,,,... 16 A% i%
Nevada ........ U] . b
New Hampshire. 7 1 %
New Jersey.. .., .. .y 24
New York ..... 78 o~ g

{ enthusioom that mere Ineldents appear
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men from Europe had come to see {t,
They marveled. They weore astound-
ed.  They cheered, they sang. they
wept with emotional enthuslasm ns
did  the loval thousands, It was
mighty to behold Amerlean to the
core, and the cheers were  heard
around the world

The selection of John W, Kern of
Indlang, Hryan's running mate, wus
more commonplace in comparison, al-
though It showed the lung power
nnd the enthusiasm of the couvention
had not exhaustod,

As 1 write (he story here, erowds
i vpew my  milnd myriads of
Incldents  that  ordinarily  wonld  be
wirth  reading, but  so  paramount
I6 the lmpression made by the un-
pregedented oxhibition  of  relenting |

Inshenificant
ol all

It was what might hesi
ueeess be called a howling sue
cess,  The cohorts enme to nume o
man, and they nnmed him They
came with tributes' to a twice defeatvd
candidate, and they placed them gt
his feet, They crowned him with oy
relg, and 0f the leaven which was
gtirred into a riot of fermentation
ln Denver loses not 18 savor, there
will be something doing next Novem
ber.  Hryan was selected by acelama
ton after a few rounds of strong sup
port for Johnson,  Kern met hard op-
position In Towne of New York, John
Mitehell of Hlnols and other  candi
dates; but by Towne's own act  le
threw the support that was sinnding
by him over to Kern, and (he conven
tlon was ut an end
A Sea of Surging Humanity,

Like the proat waves of the restless
ocean, now dashing against the rocks
and shoalk of the shiore. now reflux
ing tn subdued tdes: now roaring and
surging fn the strong winds of @
milghity storm, rocked and  pulsated
with human anlmation, sat the great
sea of homanity in Conventlon hall at
the opening of the conventon Voleos
of 20,000 buzzed and hummed
and  grouansd It was & spectacls,
franght with enthusinsm and expee-
Livney, that one woilld lony remotiher

sotils

They were walting —thoge thousands
of Jovons Yol sanguine spectitors
willling to bhear the gavel fall upon
the marble slab at  the  chairman's
st

And then gt last It eane rap, rap
vip—but no heed was given The
chalrman of the national commition,
stern and detormined In features, hield
aloft his hands and would have gulen
wde Ihut none came Thee band in
the baleony struck up a tune, but the
humming and buzzing of yvolees cogsel
not The tension of antlcipailon of
what would or woulil not happen was
oo tightly drawn, and the mainspring
that fmpelled the human tongue to
WHE was not yet run down

Thus it was for wearly an hour

not _an obstreperons  audience, wild
and hilaclons, but an audlence that
wWits  getting acouninted with jiself

buzizng, humming, ewaying, and good
natured.  But it was to have lis vish
out, and the time came for restoration
of order—and it was haa,

The First Outburst.

Dry, statistical-llke reports of & con-
vention lke this would be fmpossible,
They sald It was a cut-and-dried af
falr. Maybe It was; but the man who
did the cutting and drylng knew the
contracting und expanding qualities of

would swell and rlea bhulge and burst
when anointed with the Hquld of in-
spiving waters. When the great com
moner, in his workshop at Falrview,
qeartered, slieed and laid the bits upon
the drying hoard he knew those quar-
ters and sllces were Impregnated with
the germ of enthusiasm, only walting
the touch of a finger or the breath of
suggestion.

If anyone ever tells yon this was a
gathering of chilly propensities, vou
tell them different. Who ever heard
of a long and delirions applause fol-
lowing the solemn invoeation of a man
of God on such an oceaslon as thig!
Buat that is what happened here, The
Food man from Wyoming, who asked
divine guidance for the men who were
here to deliberate and act upon the
surest and best means of making a
president of these United States, had
no sooner closed his lHps than a burst
of applauge and hearty “Amens” came
from every sectlon of the aud.orium,
Theodore Bell Sounds Keynote.
When Temporary Chalrman Theo-
dore Bell of California took the reins
of tue convention in his hands he soon
came to the realization that he was
not pulling the ribbons over any tame
steed. He smiled and looked solewn
in quick suceession. His gpeech was
the keynote of the campaign that [s to
come,  Of this speech Col. Bob Taylor
of Tonnesses said:

It was the grandest porteaval of
Domorerntle prineciples 1 ever hoard.”
Rap after rap was handed the presi
dent, nnd then he =ald: *“The people
bt the White Houge and elected one
mutn ot a time. Under the law no man
can transfer pergonal properey,*
He went after the tarlld with hnmmer
ind claws.  “The tarl must not be
niande the accomplice of the great mo-
nopolies in robbing the American peo-
pley” hie sald, and the audionce sald
amen. He sald the Renublicans had
promised many things that they had
[ reotten after the yotes were counted,
They had promisged the election of
United Siates senators hy direct vote
af the people, but that “the long dis
tenee bhetween the ballot hox and the
sinate gave the promised reliof too
long o time 1o dally with the eor
porite powers,” and it was reduced to
n phatom when it reached the White
House,  Bell wanted an exelusion act
that “would not only keep the Clina-
men out, but one that would exclude
other Agiatle immigrants

He elpsed amid a storm of applause,

Iis

A Little One Grown Up.
S0 far convention  had  not
shown any materinl difference from
the ordinary  country conventlon, ox
Copt that it was grown up.  Enthusl-
st wis always on tap; but even that
1= foiimd in the back distriets where
the road supervisor is to be namaed
There was the poutine of bhusiness—
the appolnting of  committves, the
dralting of resgolutions, (he settling
ol contests, the labbying and the bhut-
tonhollng— fust

the

ke you see In vour
Hitle home econventions: but it was
all goud-nutured!y The frst  day

closed with a resolution In respect of
tha memory of the late Grover Cleve-
land,

The Second Day.

8o far as Colorado was concerned,
she had ordered a perfect day. There
wad not a cloud In the sky, and the
snow-capnod  peaks of the eternal
Rockles glared in the distance, But
they niwayvs glare, for every day In
Colorado 18 & day of sunsghine, How
differont, too, was the atmosphore
from that dished up by the weather
man when the Republican eonvention
wis on nt Chieogo. In Denver there
wins no waving of fans No  cooats
woere removed-—no persplration rolled
down the face of the fat delegate from
New Jersey—all was cool and invigor
ating

Posaibly this mile-high atmosphere
had something to do with the endur-
ance amnd yelling power of the lungs
that were to be tested later ifn the
day. The convention opened with
prayer—it closed with a whoop. The
parson thanked the good Lord for “the
hest type of eltizenship the world has
aver known,” and the ball was on {ta
way, It wag coming, first slowly, now
hounding In spontaneous leaps of en.
thuglasm, and agaln In smothered
rumblings.  There was a cloud, “not
targor than a man's hand,” hovering
over Convention hall,  Of this 1 will
tell you later

The Assoeclnted Rose Marching club,
of Milwaukee, entered the hall, led
by & band. They played “Dixie,” and

the  erowd roared,  Dixie always
bronght the housge down. Now and
then  the Volunteers of Nebraska

would ralse their banner, bearing Bry.
ang portralt, and there was applause,
Then eame the dry routine again,
Chalrman Bell must be a humorlst.
When things got too quiet he inter
rupted the proceedings by reading a
fake telegrom which stated that John
F. Whalen, secretary of the state of
New York, was wanted at the long
distance telephone by Gov. Hughes.
Thia enlivened things. Another no-
tiee was read. [t sald:

“Lost—The delegation from Michi-
gan has lost its Bible,” This was the
first Intimation anyone had that Mich.
Igan had a Iible, and the convention
smiled out lond,

There was a lull, People seemed to
be  walting, breathlessly, for some-
thing to turn up. A calm alwavs pre.
cedes a storm. It was ealm—painful-
Iy g0, They were waltlng for the com-
mittee on credentials to report. Many
had gone to the convention hall with-
out their luncheon, They were hungry
and restless. It was the first sign of
dullness, and no one knew why. Then

came @ cry for “speeches!”
“speeches!™  That was what was
neded,

Someone wanted to hear Senator

Towne of New York, but he was not
to be found. Kentueky then wanted
to ndjourn until night, The vote was
put, but there wore top many “noes.
And they waited—that vast audlence
did, not knowing what would happen
next., The steam chest of enthusiasm
was filling up and something must
liappen o I8t out the steam. It hap
pened, and from the most unexpected
SONree, Among  other  prominent
speakers asked to “talk a lintle” while
the committoe was making ready, was
Senator Thomas P, Gore, the blind
senator from Oklahoma, He pressed
the button at an noexpected time, hut
the enrrent of enthusinsm that wont
through that great anditorivm  was
elecr=ifled w thousandfold as the weary
hands of the clock teked o, He had
not spoken a dozen sentences until his
volge bud reached a plich of eloguence,
With his hands extended heavenward,
and his sluhtlesa  eyes  apparently
sweeping the sea of upturned faces,
he dramatically deeclared:

A Wondérful Demonstration.

“Tart woaeed war against our con-
atitution, and asked us to give up our
right to lberty and sell-government,
Hut the greatest aposile of human® b
erty advised us to accept i, and by a
majorfty of over 100,000 Oklahoma
rejocted the advice of Taft and ac-
copted the ndvice of Bryan'™

It was enongh.

The pent up sentiment of the walt
ing andience had Larat frone its bonds
The storm clouwd that had been gath-
ering was upon the multitude, Like
the rush of many waters came the
torrent of applause, It was spontane.
ous, mighty nnd unceasing!

Hefore the storme-burst the humming
and the mzging of the openlng sesslon
paled into ifnsignificance. This was

a powerfal tumult that shook the very
i:m[!: of the auditorium. and echoed
and reechoed hilocks away,
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the sllces. He knew that dried apples

The name of the great commoner
had been mentloned,

At first the applause was ordinary
Then it grew iIn  proportions and
strength, The flood-gates of enthusl-
asm had been crushed to earth and
the roar of volees, the hammering
upon seats, the waving of flags and
the tossing of hats and coats M the
alr added to the most ¢lamorous, delirl-
ous demonstration this world has ever
geen or heard.

It was insplring!

It was dramatic!

It was pathetie!

A man—a man without the sight of
eyes—had pressed the button,

He came from the younegest state in
the unfon. He was prond that his coo-
ing state had been given a place with
the grownups at the fArst table. He
reloleed that the advies of Bryan had
been taken,  There he stood, calm,
happy—sflent—aightless.

The mighty enthusiasm went on. It
was growing Into screams! Men and
women were climbing upon their seats

and erylng aloud with approval. Half
an hour had passed. There was no
ahate.

Directly opposite the chalrman's

stand hung the enlarged portrait of
Grover Cleveland. About the glit
frame orape was resting softly, In
that sllent face there seemed to be
anfmation. It looked down upon the
seething mass of wild humanity, and
soemed to say:

“What manner of man is this?”

It was Impressive! It was grand!
It was solemn! It was strange!

The cheoring continued.

“What manner of man ls this?”
There must have been something akin
to supernatural in the mention of the
name—Hryan, No one could stay the
storm, and no one tried,

For one hour and 28 minutes there
was no abate, The bands played
everything from "“Dixle” to “Anld Lang
Syne,” and the chairman made no in-
terferenco. He had no show. One
conld hardly Imagine human belngs
raising such a rumpus. But it was
Amerlean—It was Democracy turned
loose,

When quiet came there was no re
monstrance to the motlon to adjourn
and it was so.

Hobson Gets a Frost.

How different from the demonstra-
tion at the afternoon sesslon was that
At the night session. Another man
wa3 upon the platform.

Richmond P. Hobson of Alabama-he
of Spanish bravery and kissing popu
larity—was invited to the rostrum,

Holigson had some good Ideas but he
was too long In getting to them, He
predieted war with Japan, and his
prediction was met with vigorous dis-
approval. He wanted to talk about a
better navy, but the altitude was too
dry for tho audience to listen to it
They were too far from water—and, in
thelr minds, too far from war. But
Hobgon Is persistent, He would not
down, The climax eame when Hobson
sald he had talked with  Proesident
Rovsevelt a week ago and that the
president expressed his bellef that the
United States would have war with
Japan,

There were erles of “No,” “No,"” all
over the convention hall. Hobson tried
o go on, but they wouldn't let him
He liftted his ellnched hands above his
Lond In detlanee, but the frost was on
the convention and there was no
chance for the captain. Hisses began
buzzing over the great hall, and not
until  Chatrman  Bell  threatened to
clear the baleonies was peace restored

Hobson soon closed, It was cruelly
pathetie, Brave, noble Hobson—hero
of a war—hissed and insulted in his
party's conventlon. Maybe the aundi-
enee 18 not to be judged, It was there
to hear of the commoner, and not of
war. It perhaps loved Hobson for the
heroie deeds he had done, but it didn’t
want him now, Hryan was the one
man—the one theme—and courtesy
was thrown to the winds.

The Close.

But there must come a time of end
ing to all things earthly. Even Bryan
enthusinsm, alded by, the sustalning
atmusphere of Colorado, could not last
en nasse forever,

“Sine dle) must be writien at the
end of the page. Finis must appear.
The curtain must fall and the lghts
must go out,

Thus ended one of the greatest gath.
erings this country has ever known.
Thus closed a convention that has in
dueed more gennine enthusgiaam than
any likg gathering in America

(Copyright, by Wright A. Patterson. )
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Samuel Warns ul
and His People

Sunday School Lesson forJaly 19,1908
Speclally Preparsd for This Paper

LESSON THEXT.
Memory Verses, 23, 24,

1 Samuel 12:1-8," 13-25,

GOLDEN TEXT —“Only fear the Leord,
and serve him In truth with all  your
heart; for consider how great things he
finth done for vou "—1 Ham. 1294,

TIME.<About B, €, 1084 (Ussher).

PLACE —ilgnl, tn the Jordan valley;
A little north of east of Jerusalem,

Comment and Suggestive Thought.

The Scene—It is midsnmmer with
clear skies. We are stll present at
the great coronation assembly of the
leaders of all the tribes, which Samuel
had convened after Saul had proved
himsell a great general and leader of
armiea by his victory over the invad-
Ing Ammonttes from the northeast.

Gilgal was hallowed by many sacred
associatlons, caleulated to  inspire
every patriotle heart, Here was the
heap of stones set up to commemorate
the miraculous crossing of the Jordan.
Here the covenant had been renewed.
Here was celebrated the first passover
In the Promised Land. Here had been
maintained a camp during the carly
conquest (Josh, 8:6; 10:43). Here the
first king had been crowned with (m-
pressive coremonles,

Saul had returned In triumph, Yavery
Inch a king” The people were now
enthusiastic over the splendid-looking
man., Every tongue of opposition was
sllenced. It was probably the last op-
portunity Samuel would have of meet.
ing the nation &s a whole, flushed with
victory, and rejoicing in the Kking
that Samuel to his own cost, had
presented to them.

The acconnt has almost tha form of
a dialogue, Read It,

Samuel govs on to say that although
the people seemed to fear that God
would not contlnue to save them as of
old by judges, and thus-showed a lack
of faith, yet God had proved, by the
victory their new king had achieved,
that he would be the same to them
under the new regime as under the old,

The One Eternal Condition.—1. Posl-
tive. V. 14. “If ye will fear the Lord.,”
ete.  Samuel proceeds to name five
things the king and natfon must do,
if they would win God's favor and
maintain thelr own safety: they must
(1) fear the Lord; (2) serve him: (3)
obey his volee; (4) not rebel against
his commandment; (5) continue (per-
severe) In following the Lord. “Then
shall both ye ete. A better transla-
tion continues the condition: “And {f
both ye and also the king that reign-
eth over you continue following the
Lord your God.” The concluslon, per-
haps “It shall be well with you,” is to
be supplied, as in Ex, 32:32, “Samuel
piles up one upon another the condi-
tlons of their happlness, and then from
the depth of his emotion breaks off,
leaving the blessed consequences of
thelr obedience unsaid.”"—Dean Payne
Smith,

2. Negative—V, 15, “But If ye wil
not obey." ete. In stating the alterna-
tive Samuel names only two out of the
five conditions just lald down; but
thegse are the most important, In-
deed, the one word, obedience, would
Include them all. “Then shall the hand
of the Lord be agalnst you," not from
hatred, but of necesslty, Just asg a
stream s agalust an oarsman that
pulls up it

Samuel was to be no longer chiel
ruler of the nation, but was to con-
tinue his moral and religions work for
many years, as the chief religlous fac-
tor in the development of the natlon,

Hence, he gives his farewell mes-
sage from his politleal vantage ground,

1. Fear Not—Rest abssured of the
forglveness of your sins,

2. Serve the Lord with all your
heart, turning not aside to any ldol
anything that pretends to help you.
For all things outside of, or contrary
to, the service of God are *vain
things,” (v. 21), mere “nothings.”
“emptiness,” “bubbles” that burst with
n touch,

4. Trust God, “for the Lord will
not forsake his people” (v, 22). You
can trust him to the uttermost,

4. Realize your destiny, your pur-
pose and work In the world, to which
God has set you apart. This is one of
the great sources of strength, when we
reallze that we are doing what God
made ug for,

6. Herve God because you
have the continued help of
prophet,

(a) Samuel would pray for them
without ceasing. And they had jusi
seen how the prayer of the righteous
avalleth much.

(b) He would continue to teach
them the good and right way. Instrue-
tlon and devotion, teaching and prayer
are the need of all men.

6. Feal the force of the great mo
tives, which will be a perpetual inspir-
ation

(a) Gratitude for what God
done (v, 24),

() The certain
wrongdoing (v. 25),

To realize this fact Is not abjeot
fear, but a reasoning, common sense
Judging of any course of actiop by Its
consequences,

Practical Points.

“If we fill the corner where we are
with light, we shall sooner or later be
set on a candlestick high enough for
the light that 18 in us”

Beltseeklug 1s a root of all evil,
the curse of polities, of business, and
of woclety.

Samuel was a good man. The in
vestment of his salntly character has
vielded large dividends.

It often requires some heavy calam-
ity, such as the loss of friends, or
health, or possessions, to dethrone our
pride and make us see that happlness

shall
the

had

consequences  of

and Success depend on God alone,




