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[Continned from last week |

“'ve been ealled to the mines, aod |
minst
“You bet!

The 1oows

el onee'
It may
ciime ian

e too lite now,
hour ngo, bot 1

conldn't find yon,'” =ald Strave, “Your
horse 14 saddled at the office,  Dottey
not wiit to change yonr elothes,”

“You =y Voorhees hins gone with
twonty deputles, ohi?  That's gosd, Yon

wtay here and fdnd ont all you ean”

“1 telephoned out 1o the creck Tor
the boys to avi themselves and throw
out pickets. 1 yon hurry, you can got
there In time, 102 ouly midnight now

“What s the tronbile?” Migs ( Thester
inguired anxiously.

“There's o plot on to attack the wines
tonlght,” answered the lawyer,  “The
other side are (rying to seize them, ad
there's apt to bhe o dght.'”

“You mits=in’t go ot there,” she cricd,
aghast, “There will be Dlosdshed. ™

“That's just why I must ge”" smid
MeNamara,  “I'lIl come back im the !
morning. thongh, amd I'd Hke (o see
you alone. Good night!” There was
a strange, iew light in his eyes as he |
left ber. For one unversed in woman's ‘
ways he played the gome sarprisingly
well, and as he hureled toward his of
fice he gmiled grimly into the darkness

“she’'ll answer me tomorrow.  ‘I'bank
you, Mr. Glenlster,” le said to bim
welf.

Helen guestioned Styove at length,
but gulned nothing more than that se-
eret serviee wen had been st work for
weeks and had today unearthed the
fact that vigilantes had been formed,
They had henrd enough to make theth
think the mines wounld he jumped again
tonight and so had given the alarm.

“Have yon hired spies?” she asked
incredulonsly,

“Sure,  We had to. The other people
shadowed us, and it's come to a point
where it's life or death to one side or
the other. 1 told MeNamara we'd have
blodshed  before we  were  through,
when he first ontlined the scheme—1I
mean when the trouble began

She wrung her hands., *That's what
uncle feared before we left Seattle,
That's why 1 took the risks 1 did In
bringing you those papers. 1 thonght
you got them in time to avoid all this."

Struve langhed a bit, eying her cu-
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riously,

“Does Uncle Arthur know about
this?" she continued.

“No; we don't let him know anything
more than necessary. He's nol a strong
man."

“Yes, ves. He's not well™
the lawyer smiled. “Who
this vigilante movement s

“We think it I& Glenister and his
New Mexican baudit partoer. At least
they got the crowd together.” She
wae silent for a time.

Again
ix lwhind

“T suppose they really think they
own those mines.”

“Undonbtediy.”

“But they don't, do they ¥ Somchow

this questlon had recurred (o her In-
slstently of late, for things were con-
stantly happening which showsd there
was more back of this great, tflerce
siruggle than she knew. 1t was impos-
sible that injustlce had been done the
mine owners, and vet seattersd inlk
reached  her  which was  puzzling.
When ghe strove (o follow 1 oup, her
acqualutunces  androftly changed e
snhjoect She was haMed on every
#lde.  The three local newspapers up-
held the concl. She read them care
fully s was more ul #sea thon ever
There was » disturbing undercurrent
of alarm and unrest that caused her to

fead Inscoure, as thongh standing on
hollow grommd,

“Yer, (his whole dlsturbance I enns
ed by those two, Only for them we'd

be all right ™

“Who I= Miss Malotie?

He answered prompily, “T'he hana
somest weman in the north and the
most davgerons.”

I what wav? Wha ix she

“It's hard 1o say who or what ghe
iv. She's different from othes women
She came o Dawson o the carly days

gt came  we  adldn’t Enow how,
whesce or why, apd we uever found
out. We woke up one morning. amd

there she wus By night we
Jealous, and In o week we wore
of us driveling idiots
begu the mystery or

st
It wmight have
{“']‘hlli'.‘ e comn

petition.  That was the day when a
damce hall girl conld wnke & hoine
stake in o winter or marry o million

alre In a month, but ghe never hother-
ed, Bhe tolled not, nelther did she spin
on the waxed tHoors, yet Solomon v all
his glory would have looked ke a
tramp beside her”

“You say she s dangerousy’”

“Well, there wos o1 voung nobleman,
In the winter of 08, Dane, 1 think
fine fumily and all that bhig yellow
hiired boy.  He wanted 1o murry her,
bat a furo desler shol bim. Then there
the

Wik Hock of the mounnied police,

Rex E. Beach.

He was
8he knew he was going to
pot for her, bhut she didn't seem to
care-and there were others,  Yet, with
it all, she la the most generons person
and the most tender hearted,  Why,
she has fed every ‘stew bum' on the
Yukon, and there jep’t n bhusted pros-

finest officer in the service,
cnshiered,

pector in the country who wonldn’t
gswoar by her, for she his grubstaked

dozens of them. 1 was horelbly In love
with her myself, Yes, she's dangerons
all right-to everyboady bat Glenister,"”

“Shat do you mean”

“She had heen aeross the Yokon to
nnrse a man with senrvy, and coming
bnek she was eanght in the spring
breakup, 1 wasn't there, it it seoims
this Glenlster got her ashore somehow
when nobody else woulil tacekle the job,
They were carried five miles down
sgtream in the lee pack before he sige
ceedml™

“Whnt happersd then

“She foll in Jeve with hin, of coyrse,”
all the rest of you, 1 suppose”™ she said
scornfully,

“That's the peculiar part. She hyp-
notized him at first, but he ran away,
and I didn’t hear of him again (i1 1
came to Nome, She followed him final-

Fooov whia  heils, an® *he ! jewd
fash of a revolver. Without Invita-
flon he strode across the threshold,
sloging the door behind him.

“Miss Chester, you and the judge

| must dress qulckly and come with

Cwhile his features

Iy and last week evened np her score, |

She paid him back for saving her
“1 haven't heard about it”
He detallsd the story of the gam-

bling episode at the Northern saloon |

and concluded: “T ke to have scen
that turn, for thev say the excitement
was amritie, she was keeping  enues
and ut the ' sh
keeper shut aod declared the het off
because she bad made o mistale,  Of
course they couldn’t dispute hagh and
ghe stuck to it. One of the hystamders
tolid me she ¥ed, though.”

Ko, in

addition 1o his other viees
Mr. Glenistor = o rockleoss gombiler, 1«
he?”" said Helen with hear, 1 an

promd to bhe badebined o soel o el
ter, ‘I'ealy this countey hiresds wonder-
ful species”

“There's where you're wrong,” Sipave

chuckied. “He's pever hoen kuown ta
et hefore.”

“Oh., I'm tiresd of these contradic
tions!" she cred angeily,  “Raloons,
gambling  halls, scandals,  adventur-
esser!  Ugh! 1 hoate it 1 hate !

Why did 1 ever come here?”

“Ihose things are a put of every
new country.  They were about all we
had till this vear. But it is
like you that we fellows necd, Miss
Helen, You can help ng a fot”" She
did not like the way he wax looking ot
her and remwernhersd that her uanele
wis upstairs and asleep.

“I must ask vou 1o exeuse e ey,
for it's lute and- 1 am very tired,”

The clowk showed half past 12, s,
after letting him out, she extingnished
the light and drageged hersell wearily
up 1o her room, Nhe removed  ker
outer garments gl threw over her
hatree shonlders a0 neglizee of  many
Hounces  amwd  bewildering, olinging
loseness AR shie tonk down her s vy
birnids the story of Cherry Malostte re-
trned (o her tormentingly,  So Glen
Liad saved her life also at the
risk of s own, What o very gallant
cavalier e wae, to he sure! e shonhld
begl o vond of garions-a deagon, an
avmed kolght and a fainting wmalden,
“I ostweeor hdies in distress  luoslsome
opes"" =hauld e the mollo on his
shivkl,  "The handsorniest weamnn i
the north,” Steave had  saild.  =oe
rilsed her eves 1o the glass and made
a month o the petalant, W
ton She  pictured " Gledister
ll-.-apiu:.: frany doe to floe with the linn-
gry rviver surgiug aml snapping st his
feetl, while the cheers of the crowd on
shoure gave heart
ot there.
ber up and Aght his way back 1o
siafety over the plunging e cakes with
desth drugging o1 his heels, What a
strong embwace he had! A1 this she
Blughied and realized with o <shoek that

ister

there

Cwhile she was mooning that very wan

waere all

might be dghing band to hand in the
durkuess of & mountain gorge with the
man she wus golog to wmarey

A moment

Ier o ot o ted

the front steps below  wnd Kuocked
sharply Troly this was w nlght of
alhrms Waould people never cease

coming?  Nha was worn out, bt al
the thought of the wragedy abroad amd
the sich old man sleeplng near by she
I, sndie and slipped downstadms (o
nuhﬂimnr uu him Ioaibitless |t
Was soine agp from MeNamara,
shie thought, as she unchained the
dour

As shie opened 1t whe Tell back amaz
ed while it swung wilde and the ean-
dle fame Wekered and sputiered In the
night air, Hoy Glenister stomd there,
grim and determined, his soft, white
Stetson pulled low, his trousers taeked
Into tan half boots, in his hand a
Winchester rifle Beneath his coridn
roy coat she saw a loose eartridge helt,

shmmed her case |

Wolnen |

|

Con almost taperceptible sign siguitied

reflee- |

i

for the girl crouching |
She could see him snuteh |

Heross

CBe would never agaln loge pastery of
“And he worshiped her a2 mindly as | he would n > A ey

| to help nus¥"

me."”

“1 don't understand.”

“T'he vigiluntes are on their way
here to hane him. Come with me to
my house, where | can protect yon."

She Iaid a trembling haod on her
bogom. and the color died out of her
face, then at a slight nolse above they
both looked np to =ee Judge Stillman
leaning far over the banister. e had
wrapped himself in a dressing gown
and now gripped the rail convulsively,
were blunehed to
and his eyves wore
wide with terror, though puiTod and
swollen from gleep. s Hps woved in
a vain endeavor to speak.

the color of putly

CIHHAPTER XV,

N the morning after the episode
in the Northern, Glenister
awoke under o welght of dis-
couragement aud desolation.

The past twenty-four hours with their
manifold experiences scemed distant
and unreal. At breakfast he was |
ashiumed to te Dextry of the gom
bling debauch, for he had dealt trench-
eronsly with the old man in ri.ﬂlaiw
half of the mine, even though they
had checked the senseless, unreasoning
Iust for play that possessed him later
This Inpse was the last stamd of his
old, untumed instinets,  The embers of
revolt In him were dead. e felr that

hhipself, that his paseions we fd never
Lest bhim hereafter,

Dextry spoke,  “We had
of the ‘Stranglers” last night.”" e al
ways spoke of the vigiluntes in that |
way, because of his early western
training.

“What was done?"”

“They decided to act quick and do
any odd jobs of Ivnehin’, ¢laim Jomp-
in" or such asg neeods doin’, There's a
lot of law sharps and storekeepors in
the bunch who figure  MoeNamar's
gang will wipe them off the map next.”

“1t was boufid to come 1o this"?

“They talked of ejectin® the receiv-
er’s men and puttin® all us fellers pck
on onr mines,"

“Good!  HHow many can @ ceunt o

an meeting

“Abont =ixiy, We've kept the now
ber down and ouly taken men with so
much property that they’ll have to
keep their mouths shut.”

“1 wish we might enginecr some kind
of an encounter with the court crowd
aml ereate =uch an uproar that it
woulld reach Washington, Everything
else has failed, and our Insl chance
seeins to he for the government to step
in—that is, unless Bill Wheaton ¢an da
something with the Cualifornia courts.”

“I don’t count on him. McNamara
don't carve for California courts ne |
more'n he would for a boy with o peat
shooler—he's got too much pull at!
headguarters, It the ‘“Iutugll-tn don't |
do uo goml we'd better go in an' clean

partanged to do =o,
| gor

ut In the shad-
o' a that Lauked the wall at his elbow
and gpw the laming spurt of a revolver
fhat. The man bl erouched behind
the bulldine and wns 80 close that it
seemed (mnossible to mise,  (Glenlsater
fell hoavils unon his side, nnd the
thovght flached over him, “MeNama-
rin's thugs hove shot me.**

His arenilant leaped out from his
hiding place and ran down ‘the walk,
the wound of his quick. =oft fontfalls
thudding faintly out Into the sllence.
The voure wmian felt no paln,
o serarabiled to his feet, folt himeolf
over with caroe and then swore ronnd
Iy. 1Te was untouched.  The other
had missed him cleanly., The report,
coming while he was tn the act of

howoever,

ir-:u-lm:. hnd ntnrll'ml him B0 tilut he
had lost his halance, slipped upon the

wetl boards and fallen,  His assailant
wan lost in the davkness before he
conld rise,  Parsult was out of the

question, =0 he contlnued homeward,

consiiderably s=haken, aml related the
Incident to Dextry.

“You think It waus some of MceNn-
marn's work, eh?" Dextry isquired
when he had tinlshed,

“Of course. Dldn't the detective
warn me today ¥

Dextry shook his head, It don't

seom Mke the game Is that far alongs
yet, The time Is coming when we'll
goo to the mnt with them people, lmt
they've ot the alge on s now,
what conld they gnin by putting you
away? 1 don’t believe it's them,
whoever it i< you'd bhetter
or You'll bwe got”
CRNppose we
after this" Roy

hie careful

come home
suggested, and they
realizing thot dan
Iurkesl in the dark corners an
that it was in some sueh lonely spot
that the deed would be tried agnin,
They expericnced no tronble for a time,
though on nearing their cabin one
night the younger man fancied thar he

L eaw n shadow glide away from its vi-

cinity and out into the blackness of
the tundra as though some one had
stond ot his very door walting for him,
then beeame frightencd at the two fig-
ures gpproaching.  Dextry had not ob-
sorved 1, however, and Glenister was
not positive himself, but I
give him the uncauny
some  determmined, Illlsvrlipnlm:s foree
was hent on his destroction,  He de
iermined to go nowhere nnarned.

A few evenings later he went home
early and wae busied In writing when
Dextry came in about 10 o'clock. The
old miner hung up his cont before
speaking, 1t a cigarette, Inhaled deep-
¥, then, amid mouthfuls of smoke, be-
Zin:

“T had my own toes over the edge
tonight. 1 was mistook for you, which
compliment [ Jdon’t aim to have re-
peated."”

Glenlster guestioned him eagerly.

“We're about the same helght, an’
these hats of ours are alike. Just as |
came by that Inmber plle down yonder
a man hopped ont an’ throwed a ‘got’
under my nose. He was guicker than
light and near blowed my skelp Into

feeling  that

¢t the t b ke we w i i”m uext block before he saw whao |
PEk. (HI8. Asned lf' ‘T‘ b '.H. ' i was. Then he dropped his weepon and
snakes, 10 that fails I'm goin® ot fo Ml
the States an’ he o doctor.” “My mistake. Go on' | am:ap:ﬁi

“A doctor! What for?”

“1 read somewhere that in the United
Stutes every year there s hl_lnﬁlnll
gallons of whisky used  tor wedical
purposes.”

tienister  laughed,  “Speaking  of
whisky., Dex, | notiee that yvou've heen
drinking |m:l\‘ havd of late—~that is,
hard for yon.

The ull man shook his head
mi=taken,

“\Well,
it ont.”

e was somes time dlater that one of
the detectives cmployved by the .";Wl‘n'll'ﬁ'.
miet Glenister on Pront street and by

“Youre
it harvd For me”
lard or easy, vou'd hetter ent

his desire o speak withe bine When
they were alone he sabl:
“Nou've heen shadowad ™ '
“U've kuown thar for a long tinge” i
“Phe districr attorpey has put on
some new hoens Pve Axesd the wotian
who rooms next to bing amd thronzh

her 've got o line od some of the.
it 1 haven't spotted them all, They re
badd ounes, ‘up river' men anostly, ren
nanis of Xonpy Nmith’s Skagway gung.
They won't stop at anything.”

“Thank  yvou. 'l keep  my  eyes
o’
A few nlzhis after Glewister had rea

son o recall the words of the slenth |

bis spulug-{\;."
“Could you see who he was?”
“Sure! Guess”
“1 ean't”
“I was Broneo Kil.”

“Lord!" rgnenlated  Glenisier Do

Cyou think he's after me?"”

“He ain't after nobody else, an’
my word for it, it’s got nothin’

tnke
to do

( with MeNamara nor that gamblin’ row,

[ He's too game for that, ‘There's rome
other reason.”
Thiz was the fArst mestion Dextry

had made of the night ot the Northern.
“1 don’t know why he should kave il
in for me. 1 never did him aony fa

[ vors,” Glepister remarked cynically.
“Well, you wateh out anyhow. [I'd
sooner  face MeNamara an® all the

crooks he can hire than that gambler.”

Pmiving the vext few days Roy un-
dertook 1o weet the proprietor of the
Northern face to face, bt the Kid had
vanished completely from his haunts,
He was oot in his gambling hall ol
ulght por on tbe street by day. The
voung mun wax still looklng for him
on the evening of the dance at the ho-

"tel when he vhanced (o meet one of the

vigilantes, who Ingquired of him:
“Aren't you late for the meeting "
“What mecting?”
After seeing that they were aloue the

aud 1o realize that the gaine was grow - ' giher stated

ing close amd desperate.  To reach his “There’'s nn nssewbly touight at 11
cabiu, which sat on the ontskirts of the g'vlock.  Something Important. | think
town, he ordinarily followed one of | gypposed,. of coillrse, you knew abonl
the plunk walks which wound throwgh g

the confusion of tenis, warehouses uud |
cottages Iving bnek of the two priogi
pal streets glong the waler front. This
part of the city was ool kil ot in
rectanguliar blocks, for In the early
rush the first comers had seizaed wiat
ever pleces of ground they fouud v
eant and erected thercon some gind of
bulldings 1o ke goad thelr 1l les
There resulted a formiess jmmble of
hnts, cabins and sheds, penciratsl by
no cross steeets aud gquite anlighted
At night one leaving the HHumionn sl
porilon of the town foumd This durk
ness intens|hed

CGlenlster knew  his well
thit bie coukl have walked it blindfold
e, Nearing o corner of the warehonse
this evenlog he remembered that the
planking at this polul Wiag toru up. so
to avold the mud he leaped lightly
H.n.numwuunl{_w_l_lh his Jjump

CONTSe S

“Ivs sirange | owasn't notifled,” said
Hoy.
Ko along with yon.'

Together they crossed the viver io
the less frequented part of The town
and Knocked sl the door of & large un-
lghted warechouse, fGuuked by a high
board fepee.  The hnilding faced the
atreet, bt wus (nclosed on the other
Wrae sides by this ten foot wall, inside
of which were stored lucge quantities |
of conl and lnmber.  After some deluy
they were admitted and passing down
throngh the dim L, high banked lanes
of merchandise came to ibhe rear roomn,
where they were admitted again, Thix
comnpartment bad been Btted up for the
warm storage of perishable gomds dur-
ing the eold weather and, being with-
ont windows, vinde an ldeal place for
clandestine gatherings.

Glenister was asionished 10 fnd

but |
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every man of the organization present
Inchnding Dextry, whom he supposed
to have gone bome an hour since.  Kvi
dently 8 discussion had been in prog
ress, for a chairman was presiding,
and {fie bozes, kegs and bales of goods
had been shoved back agalnst the walls
for seats. On these were ranged the
threescore men of the “Stranglers,
their serious faces lighted imperfectly
by scatiered lanterns. A certain con
straint seized them upon Glenieter's
entrance.  The chalrman was embar
rassed. It was but momeniary, how
aver, Glenlster himgelf felt that trug
edy wasr in the air, for it showed In ths
men's attitude and spoke eloguently
from their strained faces. He was
about to guestion the man next to hie
when the presiding officer continned:
“We will assemble here qnietiy with
our armeg sl 1 o'clock. And let m=~
caution you m;uin not to talk or de
anything 10 seare the hivds away
Glenister arvogre. 1 came late, M-
Chairmen, #o | migsed hearing vour
plan. 1 gather that you're ont for
hukiness, however, and 1 wint to be I
it, Mnay | sa=k what is on fool”
“Certanluly. T'hings have reached
siich a pase that modergte wesns ara
nseless. We have decided to act an'
act quickly. We have exhaneted evers

- e s - — - e s

legal resounree, .md ROW we're golug t
stamp ont 1this gang of robbers o our
own wuay. We will gel together in &
hour, divide into three groups of twer
ty men, each with a leader, then go t
Sthoan and
Voorhees, tuke them prisoners, and"”
He waved his hand in o large gestur
Glenister made no answer for s 1

ment, while the erowd watehed 1w e
tently,

“You hove discussed this fully ¥ he
asked, .

“We have 1t Lhas been voled o, an’
we're unanimons,”’

‘My friends, when | siepped inio this
room just now 1 felt that | wasn
wanted. Why, | don't know, hecauss
I have had more (o do with orguanizing
this movement than any of you and
becansge 1 have saffered Just a® muer
as the rest, | want to know If ) was
thls wmeeling intention
nlly."

“This is an embarrassing position t°
sald the chairman gravely
“but 1 sbhall auswer as spokesiman for
these men (f they wish.”

L ‘“Nes; go abead,” suld those sromed
l the room

| “We don't guestion your loyvalty, M-

| Glenister, but we didn't sk you 1+

“1t's probably an oversight. Ul

| this meeling because we Know vour a-

titnde - perbaps 1'd better suy  sent
Cment - regardiog Judge  Stillman »
niece—or - family. It has come to 1

"own and your partner's inlepest,

from varlous sources that vou hase
been affecied o the prejudee of you:
Nov
there i=n’t going to be any sentiment
in ihe alairs of the vigilantes. We nra

' goiug to do Just're, and we thoughi the
,slmplest way was to Ignore you In s

malter and spure all 4l lon and
hard feeling In every gua
[®® ¥E convinuEDp.) ‘*
- -
Drs. Weirick & Riddile, Eye. Ka
| Nose aad Throat Specinlists,  Gilass -
fitted, Over German Nations! Hank

Hat'ngs, Neb,
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