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By E. PHILLIP5S OPPENHEIM,

Author of “The Master Mummer,”
Sabin.” "An
» Copyright, 1003, 1906, by LITTLE,
v e TR . s =B ORI LS

“A Prince of Sinners.” "Mysterions Mr,
1 the Adventuress,” Ete.

BROWN, and COMPANY.
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Youu have sent for Sir George Dua

IHe 1o ¢ane il =ee
for a moment. |
His own servant, It wins not possible, |

ANl '

“Even you” the buaron -'tl?l“fl"l'll,l
“have not yet solved the mp stery ufi
'nttaire Poynton,  But you know more |
thinn Sir George,  Let e rvr.-»uuml'mll
that vou do not share your kuowledge
with him ™

“Why not¥”

“1f you do, Sir George will at once
glinre your indisposition.”

“1 begin to understand,”
sl
“How otherwise?

'L _\'.nt"

Sueneer was sllent

Spencer

Send Sir George

home. You sgee the delleacy of our po-
«ition. It is not so much that we fear
Sir George Duncombe's interference,

bt he, again, Is followed and watched
over by our enemies, who would easily
possess themselves of any Information |
wlich hie might gain”

s pencer nodded.

“It Is good reasoning.'” he admitted,

“Listen!” M. Louls coutinued. 1,
speak now on behalf of my friends, |
Yeou know whom 1 mean, You have
solvell the wystery of our existence.
We oanre omnipotent,  The police awd
the seeret service police nnd the gov-
erument Itself are with us. We have
Hoense throughout the city. We may
o what others may not,  For us there
I= no erime. 1 kill you now perlinps,
Toe pollce arrive. I am before the
cotmissioner, I give him the sign—it

{= 'affaire Poyuton. 1 go free. It is
#t cortain thing.
“tranted!” Spencer sald,  “Proceed

w th your killing or your argument.”

“With the latter, If you please,” M.
Lonis answered. 1 do not choose to
kI I'nfMuire Poynton, then. Ilarm |

Is not meant to elther of these young!
peaple, That T assure yon upon my
honor,  In three weeks, or, say, n
wonth, we have finlshad, They may |
roturn to their homes If they will, We |
Love no further Interest in them. F-'il‘:
those three weeks you must remain as |
vou are—yon and, If you have influence
over him, Sir George Duncombe. The
othier two fools we have no care for.
If they binnder Into knowledge—well, |
they must pay. They are not our con-
cor, vours and mine., For you 1 hiring
an offer, M. Spencer."

“Thmeo Danaos dona fereutes! Spen-
cor murmuored,

M, Lonis smifled.

“My gift,” he answored, “will not!
torvify vou, Yon are a journalist, |
olor to muke the fortune of your pa-

per. Yoo shall be the first to anunounce
an affair of the grentest International |
mpertnnee sinee the war Iwi\\'v('ll‘
Russin and Japan was declared. No;
T will go further than that. It Is the
greatest event sinee Waterloo,™

“Iaffuire Poynton strikes so deep?”’
Spencer remarked,

“No deep,” the baron answered. “It
is the fools who grope their way into
great places.  So did the boy Poynton.
You, my friend, shall be the one bril-
lHant exception. You shall make your-
self the king of Journalists, amd you
sha!l be quoted down the century as
having aclieved the greatest journal-
Istie feat of modern days.”

Spencer turned his drawn, haggard
face toware his visltor. A slight gdnsh
of color stalned his cheek.

“You fascinate me,” he said slowly,
“T ndmit it You have found the weak
spot In my armor.  Proceed! For
whotn do you speak?**

M. Louis abandoned his somewhat |
lounging attitnde. He stood hy S]mn-l
cor's slde and, leaning down, whisper-
ed In his ear, Bpencer's eyes grew
brizht

“M. Lonis he sald, “you play at a
great gawme,”

The baron shrugged his shoulders,

“Me? he answerad. 1l am but a
pawn. [ do what I am told.”

“To return for a moment to l'af-|
fulre Poyuton,” Spencer said, 1 am In
the bumwor to trust you, HHave 1 then
your assuratce that the boy and girl

do not suffer?"”

“Upon iy own honor amd the honor
of e company 1o whom 1 belong"
be puswoered, with some shiow of dig-

nity, “It s a pledge which 1 have
never yet broken |

“I g n bribed man'" Spencer an-
swoered, |

M. Louis threw away s second
clznretie e cast a look almost of
adiiration upon tha niin wiho still
lay stretel upon the coucl. |

‘You are the only Engllshman I ever
med, M, Spencer,” he suld, “who was
not pighended,  You have the tenacity
al your countrywen, but you have the
geulus to pick out the right thread

1 is one of them,"

| reer and endangered your life.

e ———————————— —————e)

Cerome the tanele, to Kuow truth when
yorr omeet |, in unlikely places
1 dotY my hat to you, M. Bpencer, 1

eveh

p your permit T will gsend my own physl-

You will be yvoursell i e

.

chn o you
week."

“You the antidote?”
remarked grimly.

“Nuturally!  Accldents will happen,
You wish that 1 should send him?"

“Without doubt,” Spencer answered.
“I am weary of thig couch.”

“You shall leave It in a week,” mon-
slour promised as he left the room,

Spencer closed hils eyes.  Already he

Kk now Speudcer

felt eoming on the daily headache,
which, with the terrible weakness,
were part of his symptoms. But there

was no rest for him yet. M Louls
had searcely been gone five minutes
when Duncombe arvived.,

Duncombe had bad no word of his
friend’s [llness, He stood over his
couch in shocked surprise,

“My dear fellow,"” he exelaimed, *1
had no idea that you were Il ‘This I8
why I have not heard from you, then."

Spencer smiled as he held out his
hand, and Duncombe, who seemed to
entell some meaning in the apratsed
eyehrows of his friend, was.shocked.

“Yon mean?’ he exclaimed.

Kpencer nodded,

“Laffaire Poynton,” he sald gently.
“A very subitle dose of poison indeed,
my feiend. 1 shall not ale, but 1 have
L iy little lesson.  Here the indi-
vidual has little chance. Weoe fight
neainst forces that are too muny for
us. 1 told you so at the start.”

“Yet 1" Duncombe answered, “have
not suffered."”

“Lam permitted,” he asked gently, “to
introduce myself "' I

“My friend,” Spencer answered. Vit i9
becanuse 1 am the more dangerous,”

“You have discovered something?” |
Duncomwbe exclalined
“1 came nenr discovering a

denl,” Spencer auswered.  “Perhaps it
would have becen better for my system
it I had digscovered a lttle less, As it
{8, 1T have finished with 'affnire Poyn-
ton for the present, You see how very
nearly uffalre Poynton finlshed me.”

“It is not like you,"” Duncombe sald
thoughtfully, “to give anything up.” |

“We come fuce to face sometlmes
with unique experiences which destroy |
precedent,” Spencer answered, “'This |

|
great |

“And what,” Duncombe asked, “do!
you advise me to do?"

“Always the same advice,” Spencer |
answered.  “Leave DParis today. Go
stralght back to Norfolk, read the
newspapers and awalt events,”

“Well, I think that I shall do 80," |
Duncombe answered slowly, *“I have
found out where Miss Poynton s, but
she will not see me. I have made an |
vhemy of my dearest friend, and I
have, at any rate, Interrupted yvour ca-

Yos; 1
will go back home,” .

“You may yet save your friend some
—Ineonvenience,”  Eponcer
*“T'ry nnd persuade him
with yvouw"

“1e will not
combe nnswoered,

suggested,

to go back

listen to me,” Dun-

“He hns brought an
English deteetive with him, and he I8
a5 obwtinate as a mule, For myself, 1
leave ol O o'clock.™

“You are well advised—exceedingly
well advised,” Spencer sald, ' *Mind,
do not tuke the responsibility of send-
g you away without serious reasous.

—

(Continued on Page BiX.)
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This

Embroidery Flouncing,

24 inches wide, per yard.
EEmbroidery Flouncing,

14 inches wide, per yard.

FFull line in matched set,

. 45¢

from 1o0cto so0c yard.

Embroidery Flouncing,
12 inches wide, per yard,
Embroidery IFlouncing,
to inches wide, per yard. . .

 EMBROIDERIES
. 85¢

. 20¢
18¢

FEmbroidery remnants, | off

HOSIERY.

Ladies Lace Hose, were 35¢ aud 45¢, while they last they go at

25c pair

Children's Lace Hose in odd sizes, were 25¢ and 35¢, at

20c¢ pair

or feel
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NO seams 10 see

at 39c; $1.00 values at 75c.

7c: 25¢ and 35c values at 20c; 50c values

l.adies' low-neck sleeveless Union

at 38c.

Children's and Misses' Vests at sc and 7c.

Children’'s and Misses' Pants at 7c.

Summer Underwear

Ladies' low-neck sleeveless Vests, tape neck and arm, 10 and 121c value at

Suits, 25¢ value at 19¢; 50c and 6oc values

Turnover Collars from sc to 5c.
sizes, from 25¢ to $2.00 each.

collan?rs

Plauen lace Collars in small and large

Remnan‘ts of Wash Goods, Ginghams, Dress Goods ar 1-4 off

Odd sizes in Corsets at one-fourth off

This month’s Butterick Patterns
10c¢ and 15c—none higher.

F. NEWHOUSE, Red Gloud, Nehr,

Odds and Ends|

Short lengths of

LACES

Some have insertion to match. While they lagt, at one-half
: You know our rerulatlon for low prices on Laces.
1S a bargam you do not often get.




