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Loder freed his arm abruptly. “Why 3 similarity between them as they fueed | wwith  pnnsunl  aecislon, I told you

not 7" he asked,

Chlleote swiled nervously.  “Decause
1 know men and men's temptations.
We are oll very strong tiil the quick Is
tonched.  Then we all wince, IUs
worphiln with one man, ambitions wiith
I eneh ease it's only nomal
lnter.,” He laaghed in
unstrung way amd held
“You have my address,"

snother

ter ol 8o
Iils satirvieal,
vt his hand,

b o

hir gald,  “Au revoir.”
Loder pressed the hand and dropped
it “Gooldby,” he said meaningly. Then

e erossed the room n]\ﬂvll) and held
the door open, “Goodby," hie snld ngain
as the other passed him,

As he crossed the threshold Chlleote
paused,  “Au revoir,” he corrected,
with emphasis.

Until the last echo of his visitor's
gteps had died away Loder stood with
his hand on the door, Then closing it
quietly be turned and looked around

~the room. For a considerable space he
stood there as if weighing the merits of

“lugquire azain."

“Yes, sir,”  Allsopp dispppeared

A =econd later after his disappear-
auce the hell of the hall door whizzed
loudly.

Chileote started. AN sudden gounds,

like all strong Hehits, affected him, e
hall movedd to the door, 1hen stopped
himsell with a short exelomation. At
the same Instant Allsopp reappesred

Chilleote tarned on him excltedly

“What the devil’'s the meaning of
this?* he snld, *A battery of serviants
In the honse and nobody to open the
Lall door!

Allsopp looked embarrnssed,
ham is coming directly, sir,
left the hall to nsk Jeffries"

Chilcote turned, Coufound Crap-
bam!™ he exclaimed, *“Go and open
the door yourself.”

Allsopp hesitated, his dignity strug-
gling with his obedlence. As he walt-
ed the bell sounded again,

“Did you hear me?" Chilcote sald.

“Yes, sir.”” Allsopp crossed the hall

“Crap-
e only

It opened at once, il L
before him,

The occusion was peculiar. For a
motnent nelther spoke; each involun-
uirilyv looked at the other with new
eves nnd under clinngad conditlons.
Each had gssumed a fresh standpoint

wler =tood

tu the other's thonght. The passing
nstonlshment, the hinlf bmpersonnl cn-
rloslty that hod previonsly tinged thelre
relationship, was cast aside, never to
be roussumed, In each the other saw
hm=elf— and something more,

As nsunl, Loder was the first to re-
cover h!oeelf,

“I  was expecting you," he sald,
“Wan't you come in?" .

The words wore almogt the same ns

his word of the night hefore, but his
volee bad a different ring, just as ois

face wlhen he drew back into the
room had a different expression —a
suggestion of declsion and energy that
had been lacking before, Chllcote
caught the difference as he crossed
the threshold, and for a bare second

ench other secmed abnormal, defying
even the elosest scrutiny.  Aud yet, so
mysterions 18 nature even in her lapses,

they were subtly, indefinably different. |

Chilleote was Loder deprived of one es-

| rock?

gontiul: Loder, Chileote with that es
sential bestowed., The difference lny
nelther in feature, In coloring nor in
holehit, but In that baflling, Husive |
fnner iNumination that sowe call ndi-
\'i.l':'z:-I,\' und others sonl,

Something of this ldea, misted and

tin ul by nervous imagination,
el Chilleote's mind In that moment of
serutiny, but be shrank from it appre-
hensively,

Y11 ecame to discuss detnlls,"” he
gald quickly, erossing the spnce that
divided him from his host,  *Shall
we? Are you?"— He paused un-
enslly,

“I'm entirely In your hands,” Loder
spoke with abrupt declsion. Moving to

Cross-

your weakness last night, and it wasn't
wouey. Money isu't the rock you'll
split over.”

“Then you think I'll split upon some
But that's beyond the question,
tn You'll risk

To gel husiness again.

my studying your signature?”

Chileote nodded,

“Itight! Now  item two." Loder
connted on his tngers, “I must know
the names and faces of your men
frionds as far as 1 can. Your woman
friends dou't count. While I'm you,
you will be adamant” He laughed
genin pleasantly, “But the men are

the baekbone of the whole

essential
business.
“1 have no men friemnds,
the Idea of friendship.”
“Acqualntances, then,”
Chileote looked up sharply, “1 think
we score there,” he sald, “1 have a
reputation for absentmindedness that

I don't trust

the table, he indicated a chair and  will carry you anywhere. They tell me

drew another forward for himself,

(Continued on Page Six.)
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