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(C INTINUED,)

Yos, | eonid doubt no Conger thit
there wns A plol, whose ks 1 had
not before even =uspected, ol 1 orew
buck from the thought with o Jittle
shiver, What was the plot? What in-
tricate, deeadful erime was this which
he was planning?  The murder of the
father, then, haid bheen only the first
stop.  The abduction of Franees Hol-
ladny waws the second., What would

the third be? How could we pre-
vent his taking it? Suppose we should
be unsuccedsful? And, candidly, what
«hance of success could we have, fight-
ing in the dark agninst this accom-
plished scoundrel? [le had the threads
all In his fingers; he controlled the
sitnation; we were struggling blindly,
suarled In a net of mystery from
whiich there seemed no escaping. My
Imagination clothed him with super-
bhuman attributes,  For a moment a
wild desire possessed me to turn upon
m, to confront him, to accuse him,
to confound him with the very cer-
tadnty of my knowledge, to surprise his
socret, to trample him down!

But the frenzy passed, No, he must
not discover that I suspected him, 1
mwust uot yield up that advantage. I
might yet surprise him, mislead him,
set a trap for him, get him to say mora
shinn he wished to say. That battle of
wits would come luter on-—this very
night perhinps -but for the moment L
eould no nothing better than carry out
my first plan, yot he must not suspect
ghe direction of 1y search, 1 must throw
bim off the track. Why, this was for
aull the world just like the penny dread-
fuls of my boyhood, And I smiled ag
the thought that T had become an actor
In a drama fitted for a red and yellow
wvover!

My plan was soon made. [ erossed
Brondway and turned into Cortlandt

He staggerved and seemed (o foll.

<treet, sauntering along it until the ele.

vated loomed ahopd; 1T heard the roar
of an approaching teain and Htu]l]ll't||
to purchase some fruit at the corner

stand, My pursuer was some distance |
bhehind, elosely  lnspecting the brie u-i
brae in a peddler's cart. The traln |

rimbled into the station, and, starting |
as though 1 luul Just pereeived it, 1)
bounded up the stair, slammed my
tieket into the chopper and duashed |
across the platform. The guard at the
rear of the train held the gate open for
me for an instant and then clanged it
slint, We were off with n jerk. As l;
looked back 1 snw Martigny rush ont
upon the platform.  He stomd staring
after me for an Instant; then, with a

eilden grasping at his breast, stag-
persd and seemed to fall, A crowd
closed about him, the traln whisked

aronmd a0
nore,

But at any rate T was well free of
him, and 1T got off at Bleecker stroeet,
witlked on (o the square and began
my search, My plan wns very shuple.
Beginning on the east side of West
Rroadway, it was my intention to stop
at every house and inquire whether
lodgers were kopt. My experlence at
the first place was a pretty fair snmple
of all the rest,

A frowsy headesd woman answered
my knoek,

“You have rooms to let?" 1 asked,

corner, and 1 conld see no

“Oh, yes, nmnsi*u",‘. vhe answered,
with an expansive "grin. “Step zls
?ﬂ,’.“

We mounted a dirty stair, and she
threw open a door with a flourish
meant to be Impressive,

{the fact that his name 18 Plerre Dethune,

“Zese are ge roowms, monsleur; sey

are ver' fine"

I looked around them with =lmu-
Litedd interest, smothering my disgust
as well as 1 ecould,

"Iow long hmve they been vacaut?”
I aslkmd,

“Sinee only two days, monsleur.
You see, zey are ver' fine rooms.™

That settled it I they had been va
cant only two days, | had no farthey
Interest in them, and with some excuse
I made my way out, glad ta escape
from that fetld atmosphere of purlle
amd ondons,  Bo I went from house to
house, stumbling over dirty children,
climbing grimy stalrs, cateliing glimpses
of crowded sweatshops, peering into
all sorts of holes ecalled rooms by cour-
tesy, inhaling a hundred stenches In ns
many minutes, gaining an Insight that
slekened me into the squalid life of the
quarter,  Sometimes [ began to hope
that at last 1 was on the pight track,
but further inguiry would prove my
mistake. So the worning paased, and
the afternoon. 1 had coversd two
blocks to noe purpose, amd 1 tormed
eastward to Broadway and took a car
downtown to the office. My nssistants |
had reported again- they had met with
no hetter success than I, Mr. Graluun
notleed my dejeeted appearance and
kpoke a word of comfort,

“I think you're on the right track,
Lester,” he sald,  “But you ean't hop
to do much by yourself—it's too blg a
Job. Wouldn't It be better to cmploy
half a dozen private detectives and put |
them  under your supervision?  You |
could save vourself this uerve trving |
work and at the same thine got over the
groumnd much more rapldly. Besides, !
experieneed wen way be able to sug-
gost something that you've overlooked.” ;

L D caouzht of that—I had won-
dereid if 1 were making the best pos-
sihile 1ee of my opportunities—and the
suggestion tempted we,  But gome-
thing rose within me—pride, ambltion,
stubbornness, what you will-and I
shook iy head, deteriined to hang on,
Beshles, 1 had still betore me that bat- |

Ar

[ the of wits with Martigny, aml | was

resolved to make the most of 1t

“Let me keepoon by myself a day or |
two longer, sie” 1 said, 1 bellove ]'“i
succesd yet, I 1 don’t there will still
be time to eall n outside help. 1 fancy |
I've minde a beginning, nnd 1 want to
fee what comes of 1iw"”

He shook me Kindly by the hand.

“I ke your greit,” he sald approv-
ingly, “aml I've every contidence in
you, 1t wasn't lack of confidence thnt |

proanpted the suggestion,  Only don’t
overdo the thing amd break down as
Royee hins,  He's better, by the way, |
bui the doctor says that he must take
a long vaention—a thorough rest."”
“oy gliad he's better. Ul be eare-
ful,” 1 assented, and left the oflice,
While 1 waited for a enr 1 honght
a copy of the last edition of iy paper,
from force of habit wore than any.
thing, then, settling wyself o a seat
still from force of habit—1 turned to
the finnneial column and looked it over,
There was nothing of special Interest
there and 1 tarned back to the general
news,  ghnneing --:ﬁ'c-lp_-a.-;l_\' from item

to itenn Buddenly one eaught my eye
whijeh breought e up with o shoek,
The tem read:

Blhortly after 10 o'clock this mornlug o
mitn run up the steps of the Cortlandt
Bireer station aof the Bixth avenue ele-
vated In the offort to eateh an uplown

trodp Just puliing out and dropped over on

the phitform with heart diseas=e, An am-
bulanees was called from  the Hudson
Sircet hospltad and the man taken there,

At poon It wins gald he would recover,
He was still too weak to talk, but among
other things o vard of the Cule Jourdain
i) West Houston street, was found in his |
pocketbool. An Inguiry there doveloped |

that he 18 recently from France and has
no relatives in this country.

In a moment 1 wag out of the car
and running westward to the elevated,
I felt that | held In my band the ad-
dress 1 necded,

CHAIMTER X111

LFTY - FFOUR West Houston street,

Just three blocks south of Wash-

ington sguare, Wias o narrow

four story and basement build-

Ing of gray brick with battersd brown
s#lone trimmings, at one time perhaps
a fashionable residence, but with Its
last vestige of glory long sluce depart-
ed. In the basement
cobbler's shop, and the restaurant oc-
cupled the first floor. Dirty lace cur
tulns hung st the windows, screening
the Interior from the street, but when
I mounted the step to the door and en-
teved [ found the place typleal of its
cliss, [ sat down at one of the little
square tubles and ordered a bottle of
wine, It was M. Jourdain himself who
brought it—a little fat man, with trou.
sers very tight and a wualsteoat very
dnzzling. The night trade had not yet

L und onr roomwms are not ot

wasg a sgualld |

begun ln earnest, no he was for the mo-

tent at Jedsuarve, smd be consentsd to
drink a glass of wioe withe me. 1 had
orders] the “superiour,”

"You have lidgings to let, 1 suppose,

on the floors above? 1 questioned,

He aquinted nt me through his glnss,
trylng with French shirewdness to rend
me before unsworing

“Why, yes, woe have lodgings. Still, a
mnn of monsieour's habht would scaree.
Iy wish™—

“The hablt ot
the'purse,” 1 polnted out,

“That I8 true.”” he smiled, sipplng his
wine. “Monsienr then wishes o lodg-
Ing?"

“1 should like to look at yours,™

“You understand, mwongleur,” hie ex-
plained, “that this Is a0 good gquarter,
ull the ordl
nar' rooms, Oh, nog they are guite su
perior to that, They are in gront de
mund, We have only one vacant ot
this moment. In fact, 1 am uot cortain
that it Is yot at Hberty, T will eall wy
wife "

She was summoned from behind the
counter, where she presided at the
money drawer, and presented (o me as
Mme, Jourdain, 1 ftilled n glass for
hier,

“Monsfeur, here, I8 secking a lodg
ing.” he began, “Is the owne on the
second floor back at our disposal yet,
Celle®

His wife pondered the guestion n
mowment, looking at me with sharp 1t-
tle eyes,

“lI do not know,"” she sald
“We shall have to ask M. Bethune, He
sald he might negain have nead of it
He has pald for it untll the 15th"

My heart leaped at the name. 1 saw
that I must take the bull by the horus—
assume a1 bold front—for if they walted
to cousult my pursuer I ghould never
gain the information 1 wns secking.

“It was through M. Bethune that 1
secursd your address,” 1 soid boldly.

does nlwiys gauge

at last.

“He was taken 11 this morning, His
heart, you know,"” and I tapped my
thest, |

They nodded, looking at me, never- |
theless, with eves narrow with sus
plelon.

*Yes, monsleur, we know," sald
Jourdain., *The authoritles nt the hos-

pltal nt onee notified us”

“It Is not the first attack,” 1 assert- |
ed, with n temerity born of necessity.
“ITe has had others, but none so serl- |
onx ns this™ |

They nodded synmipathetically. Plain- |
Iy they had been considerably Impress- |
e by thelr lodger. |

“So, 1 continued  brazenly, “he |
Knows at Jast that his condition Is very

Ubaed, and he wishes to remain at the

hospltal for some days until he has
guite recoversd,  In the meantime 1
nm to have the second floor back, which
wius ocoupied by the ladies™

I s«poke the lust word with secwlng
nonchabimee, without the guiver of a
lush, though 1 was Inwardly nauake,
for 1 was risking everything upon It
Then In an Instant 1 breathal more
frecly. T saw that 1 had hit the mark
aud that thelr suspicions were gradual- |
Iy Zrowing less !

"'I-llt"\‘ uf
back.” 1
long time,
thes room.

conrse, are nol coming
welded,  “at least not for o

So he has no further ase for
This ix the fourteenth, 1 can
take possession tomorrow.," |

They exchinnged o glance, awd Mme,
Jourdaluy arose, !

“Very well, monsicur,”  she  sabd.
“Will you huve the kindness to cowe
and look at the room ¥’ [

1 followd her up the stale, gildy ot
my good fortoue
and Hehted o gos Jet againgt the wall, |

“I i sure you will ke the aport- |
mwent, anonsiner,” she said, “You sw.'
It is 0 very lurge oune amd most com-
fortable”

It was Indeesd of goml size and well
furnished, The bed was in a kind of
aleove, and beyond It was a bhath-—-un-
looked for luxury! One thing, however,
struck e as peculiae, The windows
wore elosed by heavy shutters, which
were barred upon the inside, and tho
bars were secured in place by pad-|
lovks,

“I shall want to open the windows,” |
I remarked. “Do you always keep
them barred 2 '

Bhe hesltated n
Httle ecmbarrassml,

“You see, monsicur, It 18 this way,"
shie explained at Iast. M. Bethuno
himself had the locks put on, for ha/
feared that his poor sigstor would throw |
bhersell down into the courtyard, which
Is paved with stone and where she|
would certainly have been Killed. 8ho |
wus very bud some days, poor dear. 1
was most glad when they took her|
away, for the thought of her made mo
nervous. 1 will in the morning open the
windows amd air the room well for
you,"

“That will do nleely,” [ assented as
carelessly as 1 could. I knew that 1
had chaneed upon a new development,
though 1 could not in the least guess its

moment, looking a

bearing. *“What do you ask for the
apartment ¥’
“Ten dollars the week, monsleor,"

sbhe answered, eying we narrowly,

I knew it was not worth so much
aud, rememberlng my character, re-
pressed my first luclination to close the
bargaln,

*T'hat Is a good deal,” I sald hesitat-
lngly. “Haven't you a cheaper room,
Mme, Jourdain?'

‘““This |s the only one we have now
vacant, monsieur,” she assured me.

I turned back toward the door with

& ltUe sigh. W=Ea

“I fear | ean't take 16" 1 =ald
“Maonsienr does pot anders<tamd,” she
protestivd “That price, of course, o
hreak fast
“Awl dinner”
She hesdiated, eying me ngaln,

cludes

“Tor 81 addittonal It shiall nelnde
dinmer”
“Prone, madame! 1 erled, I pay

you for 0 week lo mdvanee” Amd 1
sultedd the action to the word, “Omly,y
1 addedd, “be sare to alr the room well
tomorrow, It seems very close,  Still,
Bethune was right to miake sure that
Lis sl=tor could not harm bherself,™
“Yea" she nodded, placing the money
cnrelfolly in an old purse, with the true
wicerly lght o her eyes, “Yos; slie
broke down most swlden. 1t was the

departare of her mother, you know,
tonsienr”

I nodided thoughtfully,

“When they tirst enme, g8lx weeks
ugo, she wnl quite well.  ‘Then her
mother o positlon of some sort se

cured and went nway, RBlie never left
her room after that, Just sat there amd
eried or rattled at the doors nnd win-
dows,  Her brother was heartbroken
about her. No one else would he permit
to atted her, But 1 hope that she I
well now, poor child, for she Is ngain
with her mother,”

“Her mother enme
askedd,

“Oh, yes; ten dnys ago, snd together
they drove away, By this time they
are again in the good Franee™

1 pretended to be lnspecting a ward-
robe, for 1 felt sure my face would be-
truy me. At o flnsh 1 saw the whole
story, There was nothing more Mime.
Jourdnin could tell moe,

“Neg," 1 repented,
volee, “the gom! Franee

“M. Bethnne hins himself been nbsent
for o week." she ndded, “on affalrs of
business, He was not certain that he
would return, but he pald us to the
15th."

I noddwl.  “Yes tomorrow—1 will
take possession then."

“Very well, monsieur,” she nssented,
“I will have it In readiness,"

For an instaut 1 hesitated, Should 1
Wse the photograph? Was It necessary?
How explaln my possession of it?7 DI

after her? 1

stendylng

my

“Do yow always keep them barrved #7

dain could tell me? 1 turned to the
3 AT
“Then T must be golng'” 1 sald, *'1

Liave some business affairs to arrange,”

[ and we went down together,

The place was filling wlth a motley
crowd of diners, but 1 panused only to
exchiange a nod with M, Jourdain and
then horeled away. The fugltives had
taken the French line, of course, and 1
hastenad on to the foot

age oul, and the pler was still open, A
clerk directod e to the sailing sched-
ule, and 1 glinee at It confirmed my

guess, At 10 o'clock on the morning of |
Thursiday, April 3, La Savole had safl-|

ed for Havre,
“May 1 see La

st %" 1 nsked,
“Certainly, et and he produced it

Savole's passenger

I did not, of course, expect to find |

Miss Holladay entered upon it yet I

events of the day.

Certnlnly I had progressed. I had
undonbtodly got on the track of the
fugitives; 1 hnd found out all that 1
coulil reasonably have hoped to find
out.  And yet my exultation was short
Hvel,  Admittedd thnt 1 was on thelr
track, how much nearer guccess had 1
got? 1 knew that they hoad salled for
Franee, but for what part of France?
They would disembark at Havre. How
was I, reaching Havee two weeks later,
to discover which direction they bad
tken?  Suppose they had gone te
'orls, ar eecmed most probable, how
cotuld 1T ever hope to find them there?
Even if 1 did findd them, would 1 be
in thine to checkmate Martigny 7

For a time 1 paused, appalled at the
magnitude of the tnsk that lay before
e dnoall Franee to find three people!
But, after nll, It might not e 80 great,
Most probaliy these women were from
one of the towns Hollnday and his
wife had viglted during thelr stny In
France. Which towns they were 1, of
course, had no means of knowing, yet
I felt certain that some menns of dis-
covering them wonld present  tself,
That must be my work for the morrow,

A half hour passed, and 1 sat lost In
speculation, watching the blue smoke
curling upward, striving valniy to pen-
ctrate the mystery. For 1 was as far
ns ever from a solution of It. Who
were these people? What was thelr
nim? How had they managed to win
Miss Hollnday over to thelr slde, to
persunade her to accompany  them, to
flee from her friends—above all, from
our Junlor partner? How had  they
ciansed her change of attitude towanl
hlin? Or had they really abducted her?
Was there really douger of foul play;
danger that she would fall a vietim os
well a8 her father? Who was Mar-
tigny? And, nbove all, what was the
plot? What did he hope to gain? What
wns he striving for? What was this
great stnke for which he rished s
much?

To these questions 1 could find no
rensonable answer, 1 was still groping
almlessly in the dark, and at last In
sheer confuston I put down my plpe,
turned out the light and went to bed.

(I'o be Continued )

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION.

Electric Light Bond Propesltion,

Notlew is bhereby given to the electors of the
city of Hed Cloud, in Webster county, Nebras
ki, purstant to a resoluton adopted by the
Mavor and Counell of sald elty, at an adjourn
ed rogulur meeting thereof, Decomber 7, 1905,
and based upon the petition of more than ten
reslde nt frecholders from ench ward of sald
city. that an eleetion s enlled and will be held
I sl clty, nt the usunl voting places thereln,
Lo wik:z o the tirst ward, at the F, & M. Baok
Bulding aod In the second ward at the Fire.
men's hall, on the 9th day of dnnunrey, 1906, be.
tween the hours of 5 o'clock A, M., and 7o'clock
oML, of snld day, at which the following prop
osition s subimitted to be voired npon:

Shall the Muyor and City Counell of the ¢ty
of Hed Clomd, Nebraska, be autborized to Issus
the coupon bonds to be denominnted electrie

Ii]u!:l bonds of sald City of Red Cloud, In the

amount of Ten Thousand Dollars, {n the de.
t nomination ef five hundred dollnrs each, pay:
' abie o bewrer nnd o become due twenty ViRrs

wfter the date thereof, but payable any t'me
after the explration of tive years, at the option
of snld elty, nud benrlng not o exeeed five per
cent antnsl interost, nod to be dated the day of
thelr Issnapee,  Interest wnd prineipal of sald
bands to be pasable nt the fiscal ageney of the
state of Nebraskn, In New York Clty. Sald
bonids to be sold for noi less thanu par valoe,
with neeroed vterest, nnd the proceeds thergof
Lo he tred by snid city for the constroction sand
| estubdshibng of w sysiem of electeie Hghts ln and

She opened o door T oot already know all that Mme, Jour- | for suid city, and shall the mryor and couneil

of sgld ety annunlly levy the necessary tax
| upon nll the xable property within sald efty,
in sddition tnll other thxes to pay the interest
Lo sald bonds ns the same becomes due and to
furndsh nsinking fand for the peyment of the
priveipnd of suld bonds, aud an sonusl tax of
ot o exeeed two mllls on the dollar of the
assessed viluntlon of suld city, for the purposs
of muaintiniog, opernting and extending said
systei of electrle lghts,
The form of the ballot to ke ased at sald elees

of Morton | ton shall be as follows
street, wheve the Prench line pier s, |
A ship was befog londed for the YOy-| KOR electric light bonds

(Vote for One)

| onnd IRXOS, .. i =
| AGAINST electrie light bonds
Lkt UARBEL ... aikseeae s

r_._-—"

cross o the space provided o the ususl manner
s provided by law,
| should n majority of the bsllots cast at such
election be o favor of sald  proposition, then
the Mayor and Conunell of sald city will be

felt that o study of it might be repaid, : wuthorized to issue and negotiate sald bonds
and I was not mistaken, A Mrs. G, K. | aceording ta the conditions antl for the purposs
Folsom and two daughters had oceu- | speciiled in the foregoing proposition, and all
pled the eabine de luxe, 430, 438, 440. ux contemplated by the provisions of sectipns
On the company's st which had 1,9‘,"'#:-4 to KN, Inclorive, of Cobbey's Annotated
glven me 1 saw bracketed after the! Statutes of 1903, aud it shall be the duty of the

name of the voungest daughter the sin-
gle word “invalide.™

“La Lorraine safls day after tomor- |

row, I believe”" 1 asked.

“Yes, sir”

“Aund s she fnll?"

“No, sir; It is a little early In the sea-
son yver,” And he got down the lst of
staterooms, showing me which were
vaeant, | selected an outside double
one and deposited half the fare ln order
to reserve It

There was notl'ic more to be done
th: | uight, for o glance at my wateh
showed me the latencss of the hour.
As | emerged from the pler Ir suddenly
found myelf very weary and very
hungry, so | cajled a cab nud was driy-
en direct to m$ rooms. A bath and din-
ner set me up again, and finally I set-
Ued down with wy plpe to arrange the

Mayor and Clerk of sald Clty when so author
fzed, mnd by order of the City Connell, to sigu
e mrtest sudd bonds, and aftix thereto the seal
of sald elty.  The proceeds of the sale of waid
bonds shall be puid to the trensurer of sald elly
of Red Cloud and kept by bhim in s separate
fund apart from other moneys, o be known as
the Hghting fund, and pald out only upon the
order of the Councll and warrant drawn against
the same for the sald purpose specifl :d and ne
other,

Dated this December 1ith, 1908,

Altest: By the Mayor.

L. H. Fonr, C T, DicKENsON,
{Seal) Clty Clerk, Jans

RAEUMATISM CURED IN A DAY,

Mystle Cure for Rhenmatism and Neuralgla
radically cures In 1 to S days. Its actlon upon
the system & remarkable and mysterious, It
removes at once the cause and the disease hm-

Grioe Drugyist, Red Cloud,

edintely disappears, The first dose g }
%‘ruolu.’ 7 ceuts and®1.00, scld by H z




