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' CHAPTER XXIV.

The Enigma.

He  turned and ‘saw  bLebind
none oither thay that same
Ferrers whowe narrative and confes
slon be held in his hand: and agaln,
lueking behind him In the shadow
of the doorway, he saw (he pale,
narrow, furtive conmtopance of Peor-
kins, the housemail, For a moment
there was an lotense silence, dur
ing which both seemed to hold thelr
breath and nerve themselves for the
strugele that lay before them,

“The Joetter!” he eried, advancipg
towaris the other,
“The letter, or 5

“There are five chambors in the
revolver still undischareed . was the

him

calm reply. “Is that what you are
thinking of?
The other man fall back & step

and his face hacame ashen in hne,
“What do you mean?’ he gasped.
"Who are you, and pow do you dare
to defy ma? Youa thief!—a
“You asked mv name this moru
ing,” was the answer, “and for rea
sons of my own, | refieed give
It you. Those reasons no longer ox-
ist. Do you still wish to know
The master of the house contem
plated the man he had that morning
discharged from his servico with foel
ings he conld not have put In words,
Suchk utter fearlessness, such a total
disregard of the consequences of the

to

James |

siech unmistable physieal weakness,
“What Is that you say?" he repeated,
“And how ean vou deny aught in the
face of this confesslon which 1 hold
n my hand?”  And he shook the
envelope In his face,

This action stirred the other power:
fully

“Give me'” he erisd. "l com:
mand! -1 implore!  That confession

though how you know [t be such
I canpot tell —is saered, Or, no'—

it

| with a sudden change—"Keep it and

threataningly. |

2 |

act In which he had heen enught ped- |

handed, seemed to point either to the
most  hardenad criminal, or to one
who knows he §s posseossed of some
secrer power.  Hig voies falled
and once more, with a mingling of
suppressed fury and lncomprehensible
apprehencion, he gasped, “The letter
I Ingist—and your name!"
The young man advaneed a
steps, My name.” he sald, “is

few

him, |

and he whisperad the vest in hig ear,

No need to ashk

read after 1 am dead! [ am a
dying man—mno hear me out! Not
long ago an eminent physician ulter
ed my sentence, He gave me & year
1o Uve-—a yoar, that is, if 1 kept my-
sell free from all excitement and re-
celved no sndden shock, Tonight, |1
feel, has reduced my (erm of exist-
ence (o days or hours, 11 is not for
myself that | ask this-—it is for my
child.”

e had touched the one responsive
chord. Ted laid the envelope which
contained the secret, down upon the
table,

“If 1 consent 1o spare you the pun-
lshment due to the deed’ he said
slowly, “1 must first know all. Your
written conlession, to be perused after
death, will not satisfy me. How shall
I hnow then that you have not lied?
I must have {t from your own lips
now, or- t

“And have yon not already had it
from my own lps?* exclaimed Mr.
Forrers, with sndden passion. “"Have
I not declared (o you that I am not
your father's murderer? Am | not
ready to swear [t, however much gp-
pearancos may be against me? |
swear 1 never murdersd him!™  The
voung man put hiz hand to his head,
hewlldered,

1o you deny that yon are the man
who wrote the letier which summon-

"L oed my father to Dover?—or that you

are the other passonger who traveled

whether he Lkpew b by the 4:30 train and occupled a com-

“Cruel, cowardly, cold-

No need for further explanation.
With a sudden cry, his hand press-
ed to his heart, and a ghastly grey-
nesa settling down upon his  face,
Mr. Ferrers dragged himscll to the
nearest chalr.

“The medlcine—the medicine!” he
whispered, in a dreadful tone, point-
ing with one hand towards the man-
tlepiece. The other, following with
his eves the direction of bis gesture
saw a bottle and glass,

Ted made a couple of strides in
the direction signified and was back
again with the medicine bottle and
glnss,
labed, measured out the proportion
preseribed and held the same to the

It

He read the directions on the |

fips of what seemed the almost dying |

mAan.
AMr. Ferrers, apparently revived by
the draught he had swallowed, partiul-
ly recoverad his voice,
“Lock the door!” he sald 1o his
old friend's son. He obeyed, and the
two were left alone face to Jace,

the one &till seated, the other stand-
ing opposite 1o him, with folded arms,
looking down upon him.

“What have you to say to me?”
asked the former, in a fecble, broken
valee,

“What have | to say to you?"' re

peated the latter never moving his |

eves from the face of the man before
In-i'm. “What should a son have 1o
say to his father's murderer?”

Mr. Ferrerg rose from his seal as
the infamous title was hurled at him,
and, despite hix  pallid countenane
and evident weakness, there
patural dignity about him now as he
fueed the Murlous and menacing coun-
tenance opposed 1o him

“This & not the first time you have
applled that shametul word ta e,

Thoey confronted each other in silonce, !

| oy ed,

| like this'

was o'

blooded murderer!™

partment in the fourth carviage from

the engine?”
The other man bent his head. *1
do not deny i1.”

“And you deny that the bullet that
was iscovered in the padding of the
same compartment, which the fire
only partially consumed was dis-
churged from the one empty chamber
of the revolver which lies vonder?"

“1 do not deny it was the same
monotonons Answer.

“Then tell me,” eried the young
man, In a frenzy., “tell me, whose
was the hand that fired that shot?"

Mr. Ferrers ralsed his head and
answerad clearly, amd without hesjia-
tion, “Mine!"

The effvet of the answer was oloe-
trical.

"What!"—in a tone
through the hearer—"yon
this, and yet, in the
deny that you killed my father?”

“1 never denied that T killed Wim.”
was the ealm reply of the oloor man,

that thrilled
admit all

sume  breath

as his eye encountered that of his
fnquisitor without flinching. and he
seemed o have cast aside for the

momoent all agltation and alarm.

Edward Burrhit tried to (rame the
next question and falled,  1is lips
but no volee proceeded from
them untll——

“Liar!™ he muttered, hoarsely, with
his eyés glaring, “to try and fool me
How ecan you have killed
my father and yet not be hils mur-
ilerar?”

“Hecanse,”
his

sald the other, 1 shot at
own reguest!

CHAPTER XXV,

The Narrative.
These remarkable words were fol-
lowed by nnother silence, during

{ which the younger man seemed turn-

he sald.  This must net be.”

oWhat'” ered the young man. |
“After having onee admitted  the |
crime, do you now seek to deey it7
Then hear me repeat |t again and

rising his right hand, he emphasized
sach word by polnting with hio fore
finger—"Murderer! Cruel, cowardly,
cold blooded murderer!”

‘The other man staggerad as thongh
strick, and supported himself with
oneé terembling hand on the back of
his chair. 4

“It Is false,
am gulltless-

“false! |
I not ln

he sald

In thonght

. "
deod!

-

He spoke with diffleulty, and agaln
his hand was pressed to hls slde.

“What 18 that you say?"’ asked his
apponent, who had not caught t_!w
last  words, bt who involuntarily

lowered hlg voles In the presence of

vil to stone, and the other, who ap-
peared completely exbausted by the
strain of the last few minutes, let
himsell fall back into hig chair and
breathed heavily.

Then the first, rocovering himself,
and speaking in a hoarse, strange
voice, which even to his own ear
sounded unnatural, asked

"What do you mean? What horrible
story is this? What foul lie——"

The other man poluted to the let-
ter lying on the table between them,

“Read 11" he sald, with an effort,
and, even as he spoke those two
words, the grovness bhegan to return
andd decpen, and bis tace seemed to
fall fun,

Thus adjured, Ted stripped off the
Mmiler caver.

Within were several sheets of pa-

per, covered whh writing in ithe

heavy scrawling hand, which he now |

knaw well

“THE TRUE NARRATIVE AND
CONFESSION OF MR. JAMES VER
HERE, OF THE S8TRANGE TRAG
EDY OF THE 25TH OF APRIL”

“T arrived in England on the 24th
of April, after having been absent
twenty years, The reasons for that
prolonged abrence 1 do not propore to
onter into at Jength, Suffice it to say
that 1 had commitied an act which
brought me within reach of the law,
and, but for the fafluepce of friends,
I might have esplated the deod by
tranaporiation,

“NReckless exiravagance, betting and
gambling, with a mad attempt to re
cover my position by speculating with

money which was not  my own,
brought me to this shameful pass
The matter wag allowed to  blow

over—1o be hushed up—and the actu
al sum made away with was reim
bursed, But 1 was a Pariah-—an out
cast-—shunned and despised by all
but one. One friend stood by e,
one man =il gave me help of his
countennnce and extended the right
hand of fellowship towards me, ard
he was my old frlend, Silas Burritt
He alone was there to bid me fare
well ag | left England, a disgraced
man. He alone bade me hope for Let
ter things and look forward to re
trieving the failure of the past in the
promise of the future

golve of not returpning until many
yoars had elapsed and those who
were acquainted with my shameful
history wera either dead or else had
forgotten It and me.

“AL lagl the term of years which |
lhiad set a= the limit of my voluntary
exile having all but expired, 1 ven
tured to return. 1 lingered purpose
Iy on my journcy, so that when 1
landed at Dover, It was twenly Years
to the very day [ had first set safl

“At Dover 1 waited the arrival of
my old friend.

“He came, and the meeting wag a
painful one on both sides,

C“After w0 long & parting, there was
a sense of restraint between nus, such
as there could hardly have falled to
he, But, after a while, this feeling
became less noticeable. We had much
to say, and 1, for my part, had many
questions to ask and much to learn,
One thing 1 did learn—the most im-
portant of all—which was that, with
one exception, I might consider my-
self free from the fear of any wit-
nesses of  the past appearing to
Llight the prospects of the future,

“It was agreed that I should speod
the next night under his roofl, and
make the acquaintance of his wife
and family, and we agrecd to travel
by that ill-fated train known as the
4:30 expross,

i To

he continued.)

WILL SHAKE NO MORE.
Savage Handgripping Now the Fad In
English Society,

I have made up my mind absolutely,
fo shake hands no more, Thoe stupld
custom never appealed to me, but [
have complied with it, hitherto, in
order to avold hurting people’s feel-
ings.

Now that the “grip” has become
fashlonable, however, I shall have to
be callous, After au, it Is far better
wial 1 should hurt someone's feelings
n little thao that they shonld hurt my
hand a great deal.

AL a reception | attended the other
night, there were three acquaintances
of mine sitting in a group. 1 went up
to them and shook hands all round.

The first man ground together all
my knuckle bones. The second
ggqueezed my fingers untll they were
reduced to & mere pulp. The third,
nut to be baulked, twisted my wrist
and almost jerked my elbow out of the
socket,

I enrsedd thom, root and braneh, and
hurried away to the far end of the

room. When [ looked back, they were
regarding each olther with  open-
mouthed astonlshmoent I conld see

that they had meant well; the new
tashion was to hlame.

A few years ago, yon will remem-
ber, It was considered rather smart
to hold your band high in the alr and
wave It to and iro In gentle contact
with the band of your acqualntance.
That fashion, too, was [diotie enoueh,
but it was fufinitely more eivillzed
than this furlous, Insensate grip.—
Sketch,

Made Speech to Amuse Wife,

A great many speeches have hoep
detivered in the house of representia-
tives without any npparent excuse at
all, so the New York member who
apoke merely ta entertaln his wife
undoubtedly had ample Justification.

The New York miember was in the
gallery with his wife, hut the lady
grew tired of the humdrum proceed-
Ings and announced her intention of
departing. He ecoaxed her to stay,
but she was Inslatent, until her hus-
band made a proposition,

“If you will stay an hour,” he prom-
ised, 1 will go down on the floor and
mae® a specch.”

She agreed to stay and the New

So 1 set sall |
for Awmeriea, with the expressed re-

Child's Sacque and Kimono.

Loose sacgiies that can be slipped
on At a moment's notlce are always
Lin demand for the wee folk, who must
be kept warm  The httle sacqie and
' Kimono illustted are gulte difforent
In effect, but oaely aepves jte pirpose
| admirubiy The sRegue made of
white cashmere © Ith trimming of lace
msertion and teitls and the Limono
of pale blue Mannel embeoidersd with
Franch Knote, bat both ore sulted o
| a variety of materinls

The sacque bs made with (rontg amd
| back that are gathored and attached
| to a shallow yole At the neck edge
| 18 a blg ronmd eollar that falls well
fover the shoulders and the sleeves are

1=

|l’uIl and ample, gatherod fnto wriste
bands.  The Kimono & made in one

plm‘(' whivh I8 an shaped as to form
sleeves when ticd togetber al the open
Bpaces

The quantity

of material vequired

4880 Chil's Bacque and Kimono,
B wos, 1, 2000 4 years,
for the medinm slze (2 voars) Is for
sacque 1% yvards 27 Inches wile, 1'%
yards 32 or 1Y yards 44 inches wide,
with 4 yoarda of ingertion and 6 yaris

of vdglog to trim as (Hustrated; for
kimone 1 yard 27 inches wide or Ty
yards 32 or 44 inches wiide,

The patteru, 4650, i5 ont In sizes Tor
ehildren of 6 months, 1, 2 aud 4 years
of age.

The New Wide Girdle.

Girdles  are becoming more  com
plex as they widen, Some that close
fn back tapey off Into ends that ex:
tend down the =kirt and ond n fvinge
or ke dangle. Some of these go awny
to the hem; others not tar from the
waist line,

Boy's Blouse Knickerbozker Suit.

No costume vet doviged takes the
place of the blouse suit for the grow-
ing boy. It allows perfect freedom
for the active lmbs and I8 becoming
and tasteinl at the
same time that it
= idewlly comfort

able,  This one s
mide of bhloe serge
gtiteheld with cor

ticellt sllk and
as servicable as 1

Ih

f  attraciive, bt

there #re a va

riety of materials

from which to

1638 Roy's Knlckers  ¢hoose, With the
bockiar Bult, coming of  wirm
41010 yrs. wenther  washable
fabrics will be in yozue and tor (he

cooler days all the lght welght wools
are appropriate,

The suit consistas of blouse and
knickerbockers.  The blouse is shaped
by means of shoalder and nnderarm
seams and finished with tueks at the
front, which give the effect of o wide
box plait, while its lower edge |5

drawn up by means of elastie Inserted
in the hem. The sleeves are  box
plaited ahd finished with stralzht

cuffs, At the neck i n turmvover col
lar, The knlckerbockers are tho reg:
ulation ones that are opencd at the
sides and drawn up by means of clas
tic beveath the knees,

The quantity of material reguired
for the medlum size (8 yours) is 37
yards 27 Inches wide, 2% yards 44
inches wide or 2% yards 52 Inches
wide,

The pattern, 4685, (s ent in slzes
i for boye ol 4, G, 8 and 10 vears of age,
| Eiaborate Umbrella Handles.

The handles of umbrellas and para
#o0ls have grown o elaborate and ex.
pousive sinee the new sets have boen
introduced that it {5 destrable 1o have
4 oase to prolect them when travel'ng,
One made of light-welght  green
tapestry with a sprawling pattern of
pink roses was appropriste, 1t was
| lned with chamols skin,

Trim and Pretty Girdles.
Read belts have had thelr day--but
artistic creations of the kind from
abroad are always an falt, The nar
row patent leather belt that was so
undenlably teim and stylish has been
banished, and the broad bell of soft
leather or suede bas taken s plaecs,
The broad belts are nnbecoming to
the average woman, they are very
expensive and  eall for  high-priced
A e Nt . Pt A NN Pt
Readers of this paper can securs ony Mag
Manton pattern lustrated above by Hlliog out
ull blanks (0 coupon, snd muillog, with 10 ceuts,
1o E. . Harrison & Co., 03 Plymouth Place, Ul

cago. Iasiera will be malled promptly.

York member kept his promise, mak-
ing, in fact, o very creditable argu
ment about something in which he
had not the slightest interes:, I

Might Be Worse,

Biffbapg—They say Meeker leads a

regular dog® Nie at home, |

pose ?

Biffbang—Well, not exaetly: but his |
wife shares her affection equally bes |
tween him and her poodle,

Brief, But Pointed.

“Say, pa,” queried Httle Johnny |

Bumpernickle, “what's & Tool-killer®" |

“A fool-killer, my son” replied
ol man, “is the gun he blows o'

the

Cumsoe—Unbappily married, | uupi'

Name

Btale

Pattern No.. . .....

Walss Meoasure (it for sKIrt)..........cmme

Bust Moasure (1f 108 WalSE) ..., ..oncmsmnme

Age (if chlld's or mIss's PRLETO) ...cmsmee

Write plainly. Fill out all blauks “nelose
100, Mall to 1, E Harrlson & Cov, 00 Piymvuth

| Place, ChlcLago.

—

I bueklos that ean never e gued for | decoration, which s far hapdsomer

any other belt,  Oue of the best of
them i« of soft gnede In ow pale gray.
It erushes almost as easily as a patin,
and therefore acommodates Hself niee-
|I\ to the figuare. Hroad red leather
belts look well worn undep short Elon
oonts

Aleohol - )
which colil compresses are dipped will

to the jce water in
midke  these much more eMeacious,
Where cold cloths are applicd to the
heusd or throat they should be as light
ns  possible Muslin or cheesceloth
makes the hest compress,

Nuts are sald to make a groat Im-
provement in ehicken salad., A cup of
English  walnut meants to a cup of
celery cubed and one of cbicken also
ent in enbes 1w the proper proportion.

An vasy way to keep enamel saunce-
pans, pie dishes, ote, clean:  Take
small plece of emery cloth, damp it,
and rub all solled parts; rinse well
flrst in soapy, then in elean water,
when they will be found quite spotless
il gulle new,

Put o gill of eream, well salted, Into
a strong, damp eloth: tle it up tightly
and bury It In the earth, well cover-
fne 4, leave all night, and in the
morning tale it ap, and you will have
n hamp of nice, «tiff croam choose,
Press it into a nlee gshape and decorate
with parsley.

Lelted back
faslionable for walking suits.
The drooping shoulder line s most

Lioase, couts are very

fiusbhlonably Imperative at present,

Tiny ruches, now 4 very smart
trimming feature, Is an old fazhlon
roevived,

The passinz of the long coat hy
spring I3 confidently  predicted by
fashion wisneres,

The prevalent bdea in dress  Just

now I8 to have everything loose and
comfortabile,

Ruifles sueh as were In style In 1820
now trim  the skirts of the smart
housae gown,

Newer by far than either tucks or

hirvings are the oldtime gauglugs
and amockings,
A feature, wholly new, upon the

coals of wllor gowns for dress wear
is the high girdle,

Except for strictly rough-and-ready
powns the swagger slceve Is almost
two-thirds luce,

Muminated Leather Nowvelties.

“Muminated  leather” table mats
and spreads are taking the place of
the burnt leather novelties which have
been so popular, Some rich effects
ure obtained by this new method of

C hrown

thun anything ever daviged by the py-
rogapher, ‘The work s done by the
use of n wtenetl and the decoration |a
in the embossed style.

One of the most elegant table mats
is elreutar in shape and about thirty-
six Inches in diameter. 1t I8 of dark
lenther and has a Groclan
geroll border in gold, with ralsed irl-
descent figeres above 1. As the light
fally on the mat the latter appears to
be iHuminated, henee the name.

Sectional Tucked Skirt.

Triple skirta are shown in many of
the newest costumoes and are greatly
Hiked for all the pretiy soft fabrles in
style, This one is made of foulard,
amethyst eolor with figures of black
and white, stitehed

with black cortl-
celll sllk, and I8
charmingly grace-

ful, but is adapted
to the entire range
of scasonuble ma-
terinls, cotton and
linen as well as
silk and wool, and

s pecullarly de- 4664 Beotlenal Tuck
sirable for horder. od Hkirt, 2210 30
ed goods  and the walst.

washable fabrics which It s always
well to ent stralght at the lower edge.
The tucked upper portlon s fitted
smoothly over the hips but allowed to
fall in folds below and the center and
lower portions give graceful lines that
harmonize therewith,

The skirt consists of the three por-
tlons, all of which are stralght at the
lower edges,  The upper portion is
loft plain at the front but s tucked at
sldes and back while the center and
lower portions are gathered a' their
upper deges,  Each section is finished
with n hem ond beneath those of the
upper and center portions the joinings
are made, When preferred the tucks
at the belt ean bhe omitted and the ful-
ness arcanged in gathers,

The quantity of materinl required
for thoe medivm size la 1114 yards 21
inches wide, 83§ vards 27 Inches wido
Oiyards 44 inches wide or 434 yvards
b2 Inches wlde,

The pattern 4654 1s ent In slzes for
a 2924, 26, 28 and 30 inch walst meas-
ure,

A strlp of earpet glued to a plece of
wool will remove mud from boots
quickly and without the slightest in-
jury to leather, and s far bhetter than
the usuul brush.

When pouring hot frult fnto a glass
dish place the latter on a wet cloth.,
This prevents any chance of the glass
cracking, which wonld otherwise be
very likely to happen.

When bottling piekles or ketehup
it 18 n good plan to boll the corks,
and while hot press them tightly into
the bottles. so that when they are
cold they are tightly sealed.

ONE OF THE NEW LINEN WAISTS.

i
F
}
|
|
|

Linen, with bands of Bulgarian em-
:l.rulcl--:'y. malkes the smartost of all
| mart matierials for shirt waigts, The
| exeellent model shown I8 mude of
| white linen etamine with bands of the
same material embroidered by hand,
|||ll the Hnen fabries, colored as well
ns white, are in vogne and woven
bapdings, similar in color and design
| Lo the embroidered ones can be ob-
| tndnesd, The walst s tueked to give a
voake effect nt the front and to form a
‘ V at toe back and Includes the favor-
i lte wleeves of the scason that are snug

at the shoulders and form full puffa
below the elbows. «The front edge is
finlshed with a regilation box plait
over which the banding is applied, se¢
that the design becomes guited to s
plain walst as well as to a trimmed
one, The guantlty of material requin
ed for a woman of medium size Is 414
yards 21, 3% yards 27 or 2% yards 44
Inches wide with 2 yvards of banding,
2% loches wide to trim as illusirated
A May Manton pattern, No. 4617
slzea 32 to 40, will be wmailed ta any
midress on recelpt of ton sents,




