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CHAPTER XIV.—Continued,
All, though still logible, were more
or leas injured by the fiery ordeal to
which they Lad been In some doegron
subjected, The fire, which had stopped
before reaching the upper part of the
body. had been sufciont for this.

He ran hig eyc over them again,

What was that? Something which
rrackled as he lajd his hand upon one
of the papers nearost to im. [t was
4 sheot of foreign note paper, much
singed, and written only upon one
slde,

He pushed all the other papers to
gEother in o heap. Then, with the
burnt letter before him, with an elbow
planted on each slde, and his head
supported hetween hils hands, he bent
himself to the task of deciphering
what 'l remalned .

At last, after at least an honr spent
in this way, he made a gosture of
despair

"I suppoge 1 must glve it up
task is beyond me
tlon of t."”

He cast his
words,

“They tell me nothing as they are.
They oven serve to cast some implica.
tion upon my father's honor, and——"

He broke off abruptly, and the color
forsook Lis face, What was Il the
doctor  1d hinted at? Something dis
creditable in the past?

The
at leact, this por-
eve

azain over the

He glanced at the paper agzaln,
“But  this speaks of something
WOrse —-=""'

He gave a hasty look round, as

though he half-feared the possibiiity |

of the presence of a listener, as he
whispered  the  words—"Something
eriminal®™

He took up his pen again, and onee
more concentrated his whole attention
upon the burnt letter.

The paper before him contained a
number of broken phrases—the be-
vinnings and fragments of sentonces.
The vpper part of the letter had been

“Some thing |

burped away, and the first word which
was decipherable was his father's
name-—"8ilas.”

Below this might be read, with
some difficulty, the following inco-
berent scraps of sentences, in which,
after a!l, there was a4 good deal of
suess worli:

“Hrve not forgotten . . . of
on receiving

twenty Yyears

this letter . . . at once for Dover
. . . expecttoreach . . . There
is that between us which . . . not
allow you to deny . . I ask

. . @anpd many you alone can

If you refuse [ shall
that yom . . as the criminal

. . of vour youth."

Bencath this last sentence he could
make out what he took to be the
1otter J. which apparently stood for
the initial letter of the Christian

was burned and obliterated.

At this moment something again re-
called to him the mysterious words
which he had heard the night before
the funeral, and he looked round for a
possible interpretation of them.

His eve roamed from one object to
another. and his tongue repeated the
words—"The apring at the back of
the recess!" What recess? Where?

He roso from his chair and took a
gharp tarn round the room. The
recess!  What was meant by the re.
vess?

“pather,” he sald, as though ad-
drossing some one present.  “Show
me what yvou mean.” He drew up his
<hair angd resumed his seat; but there
was that in his behavior which sug-
gosted one under the control of soms
mesmerie influence, or who walked in
his sleep,

lmmediately in front of him, his
eve rested upon a small door To
his surprise, he now observed lor the
first time that the key was in the
York, He turned it and saw Hapers
within, tied up in bundles #.d en-
dorsed. Some were quite vellow with
age, and some were more mod' rn.

He went to work deliberate!y until
he had guite cleared the spuace. It
was not very large, but now that it
was empty it formed a sort of——

He did not fAinlsh the word even in
his own mind, but began (o pass his
flngers over the papel at the back,
slowly backwards and forwards, an
foch at a time,

At last. something seemed to catch
hi4 nail—something which projected
ever so slghtly.

He pressed it—the spring at the
back of the recess—firmly. There
was a little jarring sound, and the
back of the partition fell forward, re-

veallng another compartment behind
the Arat

This at firet scamaed to contain noth.
ing but a packet of old letters, tied
round with a faded blue ribbon, They
wore his mother's letiors, wrilten be-
fore her marriage, and treasared ever

sinee,

A bundle of old love letters,
that all?

No, there was gomething elee. A
photograph, faded and yellow, like the
lottors. A photograph of a young
man, In the dress, that now seemed
old fashioned and ridienlous, of twen-
ty or thirty years ago. The features
were hardly distingulshable, but on
the back was written a name and a
date—“James Ferters, taken June,
1858."

Was

CHAPTER XV. i

The New Client.

Mr. John Sharp’s offlces wore sitn.
atedl oft the Strand. And at 11 o'clock
one morning My, John Sharp was
geated In his private room, expecting
a visitor, or, as Mr. Sharp would have
oxpressed it himself, a client.  While
waiting for the latter to put in an
appearance, he whiled away the time
with the morning paper.

At the particular moment to which
wo refer, his attention was encaged
by something in the top right hand
corner of the outside sheet, which
seomed to afford him a considerable
amount of satisfaction.

“It eertainly does road well” he re
marked to himself complacently. “l
can't deny that, though 1 did draw it
up myself. “l wonder.” he continued,
rasping his chin with his foreflnger,
“whether the gent who's made the
appointment for 11 o'clock came from
the advertisement, or whether he was
recommended 7

The advertisement reforred to was
as follows:

“Sharp's Detective Agency. Swilt,

can do for you?”

sure and seeret, Al Inquiries con-
duected with the greatest skill and dis.
cretion.  Evidence obtained on any
subject. All communications regard-
ed as strictly private and confidential.
Mr. John Sharp promises to all those
who honor him by seeking his ald the
experience of twenty years and the
secrecy of the confessional.”

Mr. John Sharp, as regarded his
outward appearance, was somewhat
of the weasel order. As he himself
often said, “Sharp was his name and
sharp was his nature,”

“My new client's late,” he con-
tinved, looking at his wateh., Ile
opened a door of communication and
put his head through,

“Jenning=!"

“Yessir.”

“When the gentleman comes, don't

| forget to tell him that I'm engzaged
name, but the rest of the signature |

for the moment, but shall be at lib-
erty shortly;  and mind you eome In
when you hear me bang the door, and
ash if | am disengaged and can sce
the gentleman now."

The falthful Jennings performed
his duty to the letter, 1 think," sald
Mr. Sharp, rising and referring to a
memorandum, as the gentleman was
usherad in, “that 1 have the pleasure
of addressing Mr. Burritt? Will you
be good cnough to be seated.”

The visltor admitted that was his
name, and took the seat indicated,

“S8omething 1 ean do for you?' In
quired Mr. Sharp. placing the tips of
hig fingers together interrogatively,

The new elient, who had with him

| a =mall leather bag, opened it, and

produced three articles, which he
placed upon the table before him,
They consisted of a square, fial pack-
age, a photograph and a ball from a
revalver.

“Suppose you begin from the hegin-
ning and tell me all about it. 1 shall
not Interrupt you,” said Mr. Sharp,
as he opened the note-book and mois-
tened a stump of lead pencll with his
Longue, ’

He kept his word, though he made
coplous notes, and for some moments
there was only the monotonous sound
of the one volce, as the new client re-
capitulated all the circumstances
which had led to his seeking Mr.
Sharp's asslstance, amd which have
already been fully gone into.

When he had finished, “l thonght
the name seemed familiar to me," said
the other. “To be sure, 1 remember
all the clrcumstances connected with
the sad affalr. Aund so you think you
have hit upon the gullty party?”

“l am certain of it,” was the deter-
wined answer. “lI belleve I know his
name, and have proof In my own

mind that he committed the deed.
What 1 want you to do s 10 trace him
for me—or, rather, put me on his
track and let me run him down.”

“Phoaw!" whistled Mr. Sharp, softly,
under his breath. “Thia I8 something
quite out of the common, this 18, Sup-
pore.” he sald, addressing the voung
man, “that we examine the evidenoe.
This is the bullet, you say; and thia
a photograph you found among the
deceased gentleman’s papers, Might
I Inquire what this 187" Iaying his
hand upon the « her artiele,

“That 1 the letter | apoke of, which
made the appolntmoent which my
father kept, and was thus, indirectly,
the cause of his death. 1t s partly
deatroyed; but enough remains to
thow that there was”—here he hesl.
tated for the first time—"something
of the nature of a secret belween
them."

Mr., Sharp ran his eye down the
page, “Humph!" he remarked;
“something vague and unsatisfactory
It certainly seems to hint at some-
thing of a spspiclous nature between
the two”

“Don't make any mistake,” put in
Ted Burritt at this polnt; “whatever
there may be of that nature docs not
—cannot apply to my father.”

“Probably not! Probably not! But
you must allow a certaln amount of
ambiguity—of eutting both ways. It
we conld prove the knowledge of some
nefarione—sgome"—~here he reforred
to a sentence in the copy of the letter
—"gome criminal proceedinga con-
cerning the writer on the part of the
—oer—thy unfortunate gentleman who
was shot—something which lay be-
tween those two alone. Why, then,
we should be able to sec our way.
Suppose there was a strong provoca-
tion. Suppose those two to be alone
in a fretelass carriage. Suppose
that a sudden quarrel arises between
them; that the deceased, asa [ have
Jusgt sald, is provoked to utter threats
as to what he may or may not do.
Suppose the one threatened, who car-
ries a revolver, makes up his mind to
silence him once for all by the
means of a bullet through his brain.”

Hig client nodded.

“Now,” continued Mr, Sharp, “be-
fore proceeding farther, just let us
come to an understanding as to what
you want me to do?"

“I want yon,' was the answer, “to
trace this other from the time that he
was last seen.”

“Veory good,” from Mr. Sharp.

“And to trace hig history back-
wards from that time."”

“And the party’'s name?"

Ted handed him the photograph and
showed him what was written on the
back,

“Vory good, sir. 1 think we under-

gland each other. And yon would
wish me to begln my investiga-
tions——7"

“Al once!"

There was a little discussion here
about terms, expenses, ete,, which, be-
ing satisfactorily arranged, the client
rose and prepared to take his depar-
ture.

“Yon will leave me this"—the de-
teetive indicated the photograph—
“and your copy of the letter?”

Ted Burritt assented and replaced
the other articles,

“1 shal! make a point,” sald Mr.
Sharp, “of going through the report
of the inquest again to refresh my
memory, and in case there should be
any little fact that may have escaped
yours. You have to prove'—checking
the ltems off on his fingers—*"First,
that the man we want wrote that let-
ter: sccondly, that he was the other
passenger, and, thirdly, that he fired
that shot.”

The answor was firm and concise:

“I don't require you to prove the
murder so much as o trace the man,
and, when you have done so—leave
him to me!”

(To be continued.)

A Yankee Trade,

The old Yankee skill at driving a
bargain is not being lost. A woman
vigitor at a fashionable resort on the
Maine ecoast last summer went to the
Unlversaliet ehureh in the place the
first Sunday morning of her stay, and
was politely shown to a seat. There
was no hymn book, however, but the
occupant of the pew  behind her
reached over aud placed one in her
hands. At the close of the service the
visitor turned and thanked the person,
saying as she was to attend that
church all summer she would like to
buy a hymn book. *“Waell,"” said the
other woman, “[ guess you can have
that boolk if yon'll give me a pair of
hlack gmloves, No. 7.7 Very well"
sald the visitor, The next day she
went to Portsmouth, purchased the No.
7 black gloves for $1.50 and duly re-
celved the uwse of the hymnpal in ex-
change for them on the following Sua-
day.—Boston Herald.

One Thing to Aveid.

‘Yes,” gald the great man, “1 am
golng to write a book of personal rec.
ollections. 1 think | am prominent
enough to do that, don’t you?"

“Oh, yes, you're prominent enough,
but I'd like to caution you about one
thing."

“What's that?"

“For the purposes of publication,
don't recollect anything about promi-
nent men now living."

“But they're just the people I want
to write about, Those are the kind
of reminiscences that will make the
book sell.”

“Oh, well, sult yoursel?, bw, remem-
ber that | warned you."

“What's the danger?"

“Why, Just as soon as you begia to
recollect things about them they will
begin to recollect things about yoa.”

“I hadn't thought of that," romarked
the great man.—Clocinnatl Post.

Women Inventors,

The United States has granted 3,600

patents to women.
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Stole Collaretten,

The vogue of the stole collarette 1a
an established faet and s number and
vaviety inerease day by day. The two
shown are among the best offered and
afford a chiolee of shapo and style,

Number Onpe = made of mole skin
with trimming of ermine and s shaped
to form a deep round collar at the
back, with stole ends that are vpar-

4600 Stole Collarcties,
one sle
rower at the walst Hoe and bronder at
the lower edge, where they terminate
in points
Number Two is shown In
lamb cloth with black slIK ornaments

Perslan

making a finish at the front. The col-
lar portlon s sguare at both front
amnd back and the stoles are wider at
the ends than at the collar

Both designs are avallahle for all
the materials used for collarettes, fur,
lamh ¢lath, velver and the like,

To eut either ons will require 114
vards 27 inches wide. The pattern
1609 ix cnt in the medium slze only.

Apple Tapioca Pudding.

Suppose your put a half cup of tapl
wa to soak over night | have a
white-lined granite kettle, and put the
taploca to sonk in that, In the morn-
ing put a little water in; let it sim-
moer glowly, nntil transparent; put a
tablespoon of batter fn, o little salt,
nuime, a stick of clnnamon, sngar Lo
taste: then pare and quarter appies
and put in, Put in as many apples as
voun wanl, and eook until apples are
tender.  Yon will have something
preity nlee. You can have rhubarh
and taploca, strawberries and taploca,
rasphierrvies and taploca, Cooli on top
)l stove.— November Flrst,

Seven Gored Okirt.

The seven pored skirt that flares
freely and gracefully at the lower
portion retains @il its vozue in spite
of the many oovelties Introduced.
This ene allows af either the lnverted

plaits or  habit
back. and |Is
trimmed with

ghaped strapa thal
add much to s
style. Asshown it
4 made of nut
brown hopsacking,
with straps  of
hroadeloth piped
with velvet, and Is
stitched with cor-
ticelli silk, but all
materials used for skirts and for en-
tire gowns are suitable,

The skirt is cut in seven gores that
rre shaped to widen generously below
the knees and to provide the fashion-
able flare, The back gores are cut
for inverted plaits, but can be cut off
at Indicated lines when the habit ef-
fect i8 preferred. The straps are
pointed al their ends and are ar-
ranged over the gores before the skirt
I8 Reamed,

The quantity of material required
for the medium size I8 9'§ yards 21
inches wide, 414 yards 44 or 41§ yards
62 inches wide when material bas fig-
ure or nap; 4% yards 44 Inches or 31§
yards 52 inches wide when material
has neither flgure nor nap.

The pattern 4615 is cul in sizes for
a 22, 24, 26, 28, 30 and 32 Inch walst
measure,

4615 Savan Qored
Flarn Skirt,
22 1o 34 walsi,

Violet Is a favorite color.
Velvet ruchings trim frocks.
Joeweled clasps are much liked.
Painted wood buttons are noted,
The best velveteens will not wear

off.

Laced eflects
noted,

Walking
ground,

Rivelted steel
hats.

Oranges decorate a blg brown fur
hat,

Lace is consplenous on some of the
new hats,

Many delicate tones are beautiful
with brown.

Forty-five inches Is the poplar coat
lengths.

It's & fad to have the slipper heels
match the gown.

Coat tails of lace are clever on an
evening tollet.

An odd panel skirt s arranged over

* plaited skirt.

Latest in Linen Collars.

Stiff linen collars are acquiring more
wonderful shapes each week, Indlcat.
ing & large reserve of ingenuity among
thelr originators. Some of the latest—
and also the prettlest—are designed
with the ldea of dispensing altogether
with the supplementary bow or tle,
therefore, little V-shaped extenslons

in ribbon are still

skirts Just touch the

arrows trim smart

in front, the fastening, of course, he
ing effected at the back. Eminently
original Is one compored of alternate
rows of the white linen and lattice
work, the latter threaded through the
velvet ribbon to mateh the froek or
louse, and tied In gradunted bows in
front, while another, embroidered with
a hoavy ralsed pattern In threadwork,
boasted o trinngular emplecement In
front ns a substitute for the tie,
A Moonlight Dress.

One of the most charming flighta
fashion has taken 15 In the form of a
“moonlight dress'"  ‘This most won-
derml effect ean bhe achioved with
layers of filmy chiffon gauze, and
sheor glistoning Liberty ik in these
shades: sllver, white moonlight blue,
gray and other pale shades

There have been sunset gowna in
parple, rose, red gold, mauve cream
and turguolse blue, and autumn gowns
in the richness of color that season
sngpeata, also winter cortumes all
white and cold and sparkling, but
never before o moonlight offect with
all its poetie fancy., Experts have
proved how beautiful it can be In
blending these requielte shades and
materials,

Advantages of Fur Hats. .
Poverty s sometimes a safeguard
The expensive and fashlonable fur
hat has been found unwholesome for

Girl's Suspender Costume.

Suspender frock#s make one of the
Intest noveltloa for little girls and are
exceedingly charming. This one s
made with a box plaited guimpe of
white lawn, while the dress itself s
of rose colored cashmere, stitched
with corticelll silk, and Is delightful
in color ns well as gtyle, but the de.
slgn can be reproduced in any of the

4808 Uirl's Box Plaited Busvender

Costume, 8 10 12 years
sonson’'s materials, In any shade thal
may be preferred, The suspenders,
which make the essential characteris
tie, are delightfully childish in effect
and also serve to keep the skirt Iy
place,

the hair, and one worn as constantly ;| The dress consists of the guimps

g . e e e

A DAINTY LITTLE WAIST,

charming
This pretty
waiet combines crepe de Chine with &
bertha of cream lace and I8 exceeding-

Young girls are always
when dressed in white,

ly effective. The shirred yoke is &
feature and the bertha gives the broad
shoulder effoct of fashion, while the
sloeves are sghirred to fit the arms
snugly above the elbows, but form
soft drooping puffa at the wrista, All

materials soft enough for shirring ars
appropriate and the design suits both
the separate walst and the entire
dress. The quantity of material re,
quired for a girl of 14 years of age lq
3% yards 21, 8% yards 27 or 2 yards
44 Inches wide with % yards of lace.
A May Manton pattern, No. 4414, sl

12 to 16 years, will he malled to any,
address on recelpt of ten cents. .

as any woman finds it necessary to
wear a4 hat would soon make the
wearer bald. 8o women who have
been envying your wealthier sisters
this headgear comfort yourselves, for
if they have the hat you have the un-

impaired head of hair.

A Sensible Skirt.

The best material for an every-day
skirt is twilled taffeta. It s firm,
nolseless and soft enough to be unpre-
tentions, and, In spite of the fad for
checks and plaids and Roman stripes,
a black twilled taffeta, tight-fitted and
plaited at the foot, escaping the
ground a full two inches, I8 unques-
tionably a modest and profitable pur-
chase,

Most Economical Gloves.

French kid gloves look fresh much
longer than suede ones, and a kid that
Is soft and elastie Is better than a
hard one, If when wearing kid gloves
your hands become hol, breathe into
the gloves as soon as you take them
off. This helps to prevent the Kid
from hardening.

Fashions for Wee Folks.

Pale green in the soft, cool shades
is very pretty for sashes, hair bows
and the like, to accompany white
frocks,

Frocks for very small folk are in
the French form, with long waist and
much abbreviated skirt, standing out
crisply in one-plece princesse form.

The one-piece frocks take various
forms. Most of them are plaited in
side or box plaits from collar band to
hem, and with them I8 worn a beilt in
Russian style.

White wool frocks are effectively
trimmed with bands of bright plaid
silk bordered by white fiber brald.

Stitched bands of sllk in plain colors
trim some of the plald frocks, and
when, as |8 often the case, the model
has a sailor collar and scarf, the model
has a sallor collar and scarf, this col-
lar may be of the tafleta, heavily
stitched at the edges, and the scarf
will be of the silk.

gkirt and suspenders. The guimpe Is
laid in box plaits that are stitched at
each edge and is closed Invisibly be-
neath the one at center back. The
sleeves are plaited above the elbows,
but soft and full below. The skirt is
stralght and lald in box plaits whose
edges meet at the belt and flare apart:
slightly as they approach the lower
edge., The suspenders are made in
two soctions each, the back ones cut
in points that overlap the front, and
are attached to the belt by means of
buttons.

The quantity of materlal required
for the medium slze (10 years) Is 4%
yvards 21 Inches wide, 3% yards 27
inches wide or 2% yards 44 (inches
wide, with 17 yards 36 Inches wide
for guimpe.

The pattern 4605 Is cut In sizes for
girls of 6, B, 10 and 12 years of age.

Rich Velveteens.
Changeable velveteens have the lood
of the richest velvets from Lyons and
are particularly fine and rich when on
of the colors is black, This gives trey
mendous depth. Some choice exam¢
ples come at 70 cents & yard.

Readera of this paper can secure any May
Manton pattern ilusirated above by flling oul
all bisuks lo coupon, snd mailing, with 10 oenta, *
to E. E. Harrison & Co,, 8 Plymouth Flace, Oal
cago Paitern will be mailed prompily.

Bilate

Pawsers No. !

Walst Measure (If for skirt)..
Bust Meaaure (If for walst)...........omme

Age (T ohlid's or miss's patiern)..... .o

‘Write plainly. Fili out all blsnks -
0o MalltoE B mmlﬂs.la
Plaoe, Chicago :




