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CHAPTER

Mr. Burritt's face became
and he started to his feet with the
haste and hot indignation which wonld
have done eredit 1o one of half his

I1—Continued.
flughed,

years,  “James!" he erled, with pas-
wlon, “is this the way you speak?—
fa this the way your treat your old
friend? Does the fdelity of half a
lHfe time count for nothing?  Why,
even your name has been preserved
in inviolable geereey, and at this very
moment not one single soul, besides
myseolf, is aware of the object of my
fjourney, or of the Identity of the in-
dividual 1 have come to meet!—and
this is all yon have o gay to me! 1
had better return home at once, with-
ont more delay!"™

He was evidently much moved, and
tae other man could not but recognize
that the emotion he hetrayed was gen-
nine. 8o he, too, rose from his seat
and, eatching Mr. Burritt by the arm,
sald, “My dear follow, don't misunder-
stand me!  SBurely you did not take
me serfously just now. It Is not that
1 doubted you for a moment, Silas;
but——"  He passed his hand over
ms eyes, ns though to clear away
something which obstructed his vision,
Then, after a moment's hesitation, hae
continued: "l only landed in the old
country this morning, and it  has
brought it all back again—all the
shame and sorrow, all the suffering
and remorse—it seems as fresh as
though—as though it had all happened
yesterday, Instead of twenty years ago.
| eannot but realize the fact that, in
apite of all my wealth—honestly
carned, too, every penny of it, [ swear
[ am a pariah, an outeast. No, don't
interrupt me. [ ell you"—with a bit-
ter, mirthless langh—"1 feel more like
a roturned convict than anything else.”

sames!" exclaimed Mr. Burritt,
“you shock me! you grleve me more
than I can say! [——"

His friend interrupted him., “You!"

excitement caused by the meeting
with the old friend he had not seen
for so many years. At any rate,
whatever the cause, there was no
doubt as to the effect; for he found
it impossible to sgleep, or to do any-
thing but toss from side to slde, as
hour_ after hour wearily wore ltself
away., By some peculiar action of the
brain, he also found himself compelled
to review all the past scenes of his
life, and mentally, step by step, ree
trace the path he had trodden during
those fifty years or so, which went
to make up the sum of his exlstence
on this planet,

At last, in despair, he rose, and go-
ing to the window, looked out upon
the night, It was a very moonlight
night=—too much %o, In fact., There
was something almost welrd and
ghastly in its effect. So he dropped
the blind with a crash, and went back
to bed again, hoping that, this time,
he might be able to sieep.

But it was the same thing over
again. Only this time his thoughts
concentrated themselves upon his
family and his home life. He remem-
bered, with a sense of remorse, that
he had been a little—only a little—
irritable at breakfast that morning,
and that he had spoken rather sharply
when interrogated as to the purpose
of his sudden expedition.

Certain of his friend's sayings had
grated upon his ear, and caused a
chill feeling of dissatisfaction and re-
gret,

“rhank God!" he had sald when he
heard of the deaths of those others,
eut off, more than one of them, be-
fore they had attained their proper
span.

Mr. Burritt turned uneasily in his
bea as he reflected upon this, and re-
moembered that he was the only one
loft who knew all. The only one his
friend had to fear. To fear! Surely

that was not the right way to put it?

“What brings

he mneered, “you are the Immaculate
citizen—the man without a past!
What have you to do with such an one
as I7" There was a bitter sarcasm
in his tone, a morbid jealousy in his
look, Mr. Burritt refused to recognize
the prescnce of elther,

“But you will return with me, will
you not?’ he sald, “you will let me in-
troduce you to them and make their
acquaintance? Take us on your way,
and spend at least one night under my
roof."

“You are very good, Silas," said hla
friend. *“Ah, if they were all like
you—but you forget there are others
who—""

Mr. Burritt interrupted him. |
know what you are going to say and
will relleve your mind at once, Of all
those—and they were not many, six
at the outside—who were intimately
acquainted with your past history
and,” he hesitated 8 moment, “and
that unhappy afiair, not one s living
besides myself.”

“What!” ecried the other man,
creat excitement, “All dead?”

“All but myself,” was the answer,

“Thank God for that!”™ burst from
(ke other's lips, “Will you swear that
this Is so—that they are Indeed all
dead who are connected with the
past, except yourself?"

Mr, Durritt hent his head in reply.
The strain of the interview was begin-
ning to tell upon him, together with
the hurried Jjourncy, and he felt the
need of repose.

‘Helleve me, Jim,” he sald, falling
back again into the old famillar style
of address, "you have nothing to fear.
Your secrct is safe enough with me—
never donbt it He spoke Kindly,
even affectionately, but his fatigue
was evident, and his friend could not
but observe it

“Sllas,"” he sald, “you are worn out.
Wwe will continue the subject some
other time,"”

They turned to leave the room to
gether. Mr, Burrintt passed out first;
his companion lingered behind him,
As he did g0, his brief assumption of
choeerfulpess fell from him; his face
changed and darkened, and the whole
expression altered.

“All dead but one,” he whisperad to
himself—"and that one—" The sen:
tence was ‘eft unfinished,

in

CHAPTER III.

Midnight Reflections.

Mr. Burritt passed a very testless
night., Perhaps his dinner had dis-
agreed with him, More probebly It
was the result of the agitath.n and

you hecel’

To fear! Could it be possible that his
old friend believed that he had cause
to fear him? But what had been
his own words on the subject?

“You can ruin me, Silas, in the
eyes of my child, as well as in thoge
of the world, whenover you please!”

The question was, had he, at the
time, really meant what he sald? Had
he, for an instant, believed him
capable of such baseness as this?

If so—good heavens. it was a
dreadful thought—would he not have
&2l greater reason to exclaim, “thank
God!" when he heard of his death?

He scarcely dared to breathe it to
himself, but the idea, having once oc-
curred, clung to him, and refused to
be set aside, but returned again and
again in spite of his steadfastly re
Jecting It as unworthy and dishonor-
able. At the same time he found him-
self wondering whether his friend, the
object of these painful thoughts, who
occupled an adjoining room, was also
lying awake and Indulging in unprofit-
fible reflections. Or perhaps he was
mors pleasantly employed in thinking
of his daughter; anticipating their
meeting and  pieturing her as she
would be after flve years' separation.
Whatever else he might, or might
not be, he was evidently an affection-
ate parent, devoted to this one ehild,

Mr., Burritt was getting slecpy at
last. No doubt It was something
wnich he had eaten at dinner that
had upset his digestion and filled his
mind with all these morbld fancies.
There was nothing like Indigestion
for making one see everything In a
bad light.

Then he slept, and as he slept he
dreamed a dream,

He thought he was lying on the
edge of a precipice—a precipice which
went sheer down many hundreds of
feet, But although he occupied such
a dangerous position he felt no uneasi.

prise as to what he was doing there,
and a little wonder as to what was
going to happen.

Then a hand came up and out of the
abyvss and grasped him, drawing him
nearer and nearer to the glddy verge
of the preclplee, and ho felt himself
drageged slowly but surely to destrue.
tion, In vain he clutched at the grass
and stones and projections of the
cliff; he was still drawn on, until, at
last, he was polsed upon the very
odge and could look down into the
depths of the chasm bencath, For a
few scconds—during which he seemed
to experience a lifetime of agony—he
remalined in that awful position. Then

ness at first, only a little gentle sur-»

he felt himself falling—falling from
no immeasarable helght--and woke!

“What a hideous  dream,” he
thonght., “How welrd—how awful—
how real! 1 wonld rather lle awake
the whole night throngh than dream
Just sueh another. 1 wonder what the
timo (87"

He felt for his wateh and the
matches, and struck a lght. Just half
past three—no more. As he restored
the articles again to thelr places, he
thought he heard faint sounds of
movement o the next room.

“Byidently I am not the only rest
less person,” he sald to himsell as he
lay down again. “I have a companion
in misfortune. To-morrow morning
we shall be able to compare experi
ences, Suppose I wern to knock at
the wall and speak to h.im? But then
I might disturb someone else and
alarm them. That would never do, 1
expect it must have been the cucum-
ber that gave me the nightmare. |
hope 1 sha'n't have another such
dream: if 1 do, I'll never touch cucum:
ber any more as long as I live,” His
oves clozed, and in a few moments his
deep and regular breathing showed
that he had again fallen asleep.

And agaln he dreamt, and the
dream was as followa:

He was lying in his bed, or at least,
s0 he thought, and, after a while, it
seemed to him that it became very
hard and narrow, so that he had no
room to move In it. It was also very
dark. He tried to turn over upon his
side, but found, as in the other dream
that he could stir neither hand nor
foot. And what appeared to him a
long time, he began to hear sounds
over his head. Sometimes In one
place, sometimes In another, and at
the same time he began to experience
a difficulty in breathing. And still the
sound went on—the sound of some
one hammering—of some one ham-
mering nallg——

The sound of some one hammering
nalls into a coffin!

And with that, all at once, the awful
truth broke upon him. He was dead,
and they were nalling him up in his
coflin—dead!

His heart stopped beating as he
grasped the full horror of the situa-
tion.

They were burying him alive! Ob,
horrible!—horrible!

In vain he tried to burst the bonds
of the Insensibllity In which he was
held. In valn he made frenzied ef-
forts to ery aloud. The most frantic
endeavors were unavalling. He was
unable to utter a sound or produce the
smallest movement, Then It seemed
as though some one were trylng to
raise the 1id of the coffin. There was
a faint, creaking sound-—a falnt glim-
mor of light was perceptible overhead.
It increased and widened! Oh, joy!
He was saved—saved! The coffin-lid
was raised little by little—higher and
higher—in another moment he should
Lt froe! F

It was done. He saw a face bend-
ing over him—a famlliar face—the
face of an old friend. Already he hall-
ed him in his heart as his benefactor,
his deliverer. Then—what were those
words he heard? Words he had heard
before-——when was It?

“You can ruin me whenever you
pleage, but now you are in my pow-
er!"”

The lid was clupped down agaln,
leaving him In utter darkness. The
hammering began again, He made
one last tremendous effort and woke,
Woke to find himself sitting bolt
upright, with the persplration stream-
ing from him. Woke to find the man,
whosge volce even now seemed to ring
in his ears as be bent over the open
coffin, standing beside his bed, in the
faint, grey light of morning,

“What brings you here?" gasped
Mr. Burritt, as soon a8 he had realized
the fact that the terrible ordeal he
had just passed through was only a
dream.

“1 couldn’t sleep,” was the response,
“and 1 couldn’t lie still any longer,
s0 [ eame to see whether you were
awake."

(To be continued.)

A Chess Village.

Near the Prussian town of Magde-
burg lies the little village of Btrobeck,
which has earned for itself an inter-
esting celebrity, The village contains
1,200 inhablitants, who are one and all
chess playérs. They may be sald to
learn the game in their cradles, for
among the first lessons taught to a
child by its parents are the moves in
choss and the first playthings It re-
celves are chessmen., The smallest
children are to be seen in their play-
time sitting quietly together with a
chessbhoard before them gravely con-
sldering the moves and in the even-
ing the old people sheet to play thelr
fuvorite game. At stated times in the
year there are chess tournaments in
which both the grown-up people and
the children take part, prizes belng
given to the vietors. Many people
come to Strobeck during these com-
petitions to watch the peasants at
their games., The children even re-
celve  Instruction in chess In the
schools,

A Collection of Pens.

The Carnavalet Museum in Paris
eontaing a collection of pens which,
while Interesting from A eonnolsseur’s
point of view as works of art, are no
less attractive to the historian,

Every time a soverelgn visits the
town hall in Paris he s begged to
slgn his name in the visitors’ book,
and for this purpose a richly orna-
mented pen i8 handed the roval visi-
tor.

For the intended visit of the king
of Italy the city of Pgris has ordered
a special pen of the Italian stlversmith
Froment Meurice. The design is in
XVL century style and Is In exqulsite
taste. The penholder I8 ornamented

with a little enamel cartridge bearing
the arms of the House of Buvoy.

NO MORE DISPUTE

Premier Balfour Declares Enge
land's Boundary Attitude.

ACCEPTS DECISION AS FINAL

Eagland Vieasesd With the Hemoval of
the Alssknn o pute Detween the
Two Greal Countries,

The new lord mavor, Sir  James
Ritehie. gave a banguet 1o 1,200 persons
in the hiztorie golld  hall, lLondon,
in honor of the king's birthday., Pre
mier Balfour was the guest of honor
Many notablos weps present, including
Ambassador Choate, the foreign min-
fsters, the archiblchop of Canterbury,
Forelgn  Minister Lansdowne, and
nl!u'n,.-

Premier Balfour prefaced his speech
In reply to the toast with a lengthy
and touching reference to the 1ife and
work of his Cistinguished predecessor,

Concerning the situation in the far
east, Mr. Balfour sald there was every
reason to feel sanguine that It wonld
have no serlous outeome He based
this assanrance on the pazsionate de-
sire of the cear of Russia to promote
general peace and on the fact that Ja-
pan, as the ally of Great  Uritain,
would be certain to display moderation,
discretion and Jodgment in ity de-
mauds as well us tirmness in enforeing
them.

Mr. Balfour sall that the Macedonian
question ralged Issues more  difMeult,
but he was convinceed that the gques-
tlon must be ultimately scttled by the
court of Burope, which could not more
offectively carry out fts designs than
through the medfum of those groat
powers, Russia and Austrin, which had
undertaken to deal with the sltuatlon.

Referring to Alaska, Promler Bal-
four sald:

“The danger ariging from the uncer-
taln and disputed frontiers in the case
between the British emplre and the
United States has been dectded for all
time, I regret that the decigsion has
not been favorable to the claims of this
country, but the two gmall islands, the
loss of which to Canada has aroused
such great feeling are really valueless
from a strategic and military point of
view. We regret the exact tenor of
the declslon, but however the balance
of sdvantage went, the galn to the
United States or the loss to Capada s
aothing compared with the final re-
moval of this subject of dispute be-
tween the two great countries, The de-
clgion must be loyally accepted, for the
removal of so serlous a controversy Is
an inestimable boon.”

SAMUEL PARKS PEEPS

FPlayed to a Losing Huod und Now Re-
grets It

Before he left his vell in New York
sty to begin gerving his sentence of
more than two years in Sing Sing
prisin, for extortion, ex-Walking Dele-
pate Parks of the New York house-
smiths’ and bridgemens’ union, called
about him a number of newspaper men
to Lid them farewell, In so doing he
made the following statement :

“It's only taken a little more than
geven years to get me here. It has
been a hard fight and ['ve logt, That's
all. I'm down and out and I know when
I've got enough. I'll be forgotten in less
than a year, except by some of the
boys who though there was some good
In men, and I am sorry for it, Every la-
borlng man in the country should re-
member me for years Lo come, | should
be a warning to them, I'm the victm
of a custom that is older than I am and
that s the habit of having money
tranzactions with employers. That put
me liere,

“The ealvation of the unions le in
stoppig that practice at once, They
must give up fines, walting time, back
pay for strikes and everything like
that. That's the loophole through which
this ‘graftin’,' as they call it, creeps in.
The employers never leave any tracks,
1 could name one hundred employers
who have made a practice of using la-
bor unlons against competitors. |
know plenty of employers who have
made fortunes by the use of money of a
young fellow who has never made more
than a couple of dollars a day and has
been In authority by his unlon.”

New Chapel forthe Pora Normal.

A new chapel bullding for the state
normal school at Peru Is now assured,
The state board of education met at
Mate Superintendent Fowler's office at
Lincoln and awarded the contract to a
St. Joseph firm, whose Lid was $26,170,
Ln addition to the $36,170 for the bulld-
ing, the board awarded a contract for
heating, plumbing and electric  light
wiring, the price being $4.475. As the
board has $43.500 at its digposal it will
have enough left to seat the Wuilding
and prepare it for opening. It is to he
completed by August 20. The board
algo approved the plans for improve-
ments at the Green Terrace, Kearnsy, a
bullding which has been donated by the
people of that town for use as a dor-
mitory In connection with a state nor-
mal school to be erected. The improve-
ments will cost $7,000 or $5,000, The
citizens of Kearney will play the cost
of the repairs.

Daughters Tribute to Mother-in-Law.

In memory of the “best of mothers-
In?law.” |8 Queen Alexandra's tribule
to the late Queen Victorla, inscribed on
& memorial just erected on the royal
mausolenm at Frogmore, England. The
memorjal . is a beautiful statue of the
Bavior, seventeen feet high, sculptored
end sent from Denmark at the expense
of Queen Alexandra,

Bellovea Capital and Lahor Will Unite,

President Thomas J. Shaffer of the
emalgamater iron, steel steel and tin-
workers' union, at & mass meeting
of local unlon labor men in New Ha-
ven, Conn,, sald:

“I am hopeful of better things, In
the church we hear of the good work
In behalf of the laboring classes by
Bishop Potter and Archbishop Ireland.
A unlon of interests between the na-
tion, the church and organized Iabor
wlil accomplish much for the Ameri-
can people.”

M. E. CHURCH EXTENSION
What Will e Necessary In Order Lo Ged
Anslstaneces,

The national general committes of
church extension of the Methodist
Eplscopal church In sesslon at Kansas
City, Mo, by a vote of 27 to B re-
Jected the plan to consolidate home
misslons and church extension benevo-
lences. ‘I'his does not carry with It a
rejection of the plan to consolldate
other charitable departments of the
church,  The committee also rejected
Ly a vote of almost two to one, the
plan submitted by an Ohlo representa-
tive to change the rules of the church
o that the soclety could not assist
churches whose buildings cost morq
than $10.0:x

The following approprintions weore
mnde, the first column  showing the
amount the conference must ralse to
entitle It to the loan set down in the
second column,

Subseription. lLoan,

Alabama .......o0000....8 350 § 360
Alnskn mission ..... % 100 3,000
Arizonn misslon .......00 200 Hoo
ArTKnnsns .....cves sveves 21D Hid
Atlanta e . ] 300
Atlantle misslon .i.0e..e 200 1,000
Austin . VTS VIV T | iy
DAILIMOTe . ...vvuvneasnsss OGO 1600
Black HIlE coivvisovsnes 200 L
Blue Rudge ...... yasswns _ BED 66
Californla ..oviviven ceies 3000 4000
California Germans ..... 360 350
Central Alabama ........ 200 600
Central German ... cere 000 T.000
Central Illinols . ......000 6,000,000
Central Missour! ........ 300 400
Central New York ....... 6,600 1,000
Cetutral OMO. cvvrarsrsian 6,000 1,200
Central Pennsylvania ... 8,600 1,360
Central Swedlsh .. ...... . G6O 400
Central Tonnessee ,..... 326 800
Chicago German ........ 4,000 4,000
Clnelnnatl c.oovvereeees.s 6,600 1,200
Colorado ....covuune ceres 1600 3,000
Columbin River .. ... vees 1,200 4000
iy R 1,000 2,000
Deleware ...ooa. erersees 1000 1,000
Des Molnes . .....iveeee. 0,000 1,800
Detrolt ........ N ey 4,000 8,000
Kastern Swedlsh ....... . 200 1,000
Fast German .....o.ooee0.. 4,000 4,000
KFast Malne ..... R . 1000 2,000
BEast Ohlo ...ovvvevnnne +e 1,500 300

For general purposes the following
appropriations wers made: Contingent
fund, $30.000;: expenses of administras
tion, $25,000; preferred clalms, $115,000,

The committee recommended that
glts for churches In the rapidly growing
citles of the west be bought well out in
the suburbs or beyond corporate limits

LOSES ITS IDENTITY

The Royul Tribe of Joseph Debarred
from Nebraska,

The Nebraska insurance department,
not approving the manner in which thg
Royal Tribe of Joseph has sold {tself to
another insurance company, hag re-
voled ts licenge, Insurance Deputy J.
I. Plerce has forwarded to the com-
pany’'s office nt Bedalia, Mo,, a writ-
ten cancellation of the license In which
he eays the Nebraska department does
not approve the method of the transfer
of the company to the Cosmopolltan
Life Insurance Assoclation of Illinols,
which I8 an nssessment company, and
he belleves the Royal Tribe of Joseph
has no right to transfer ita reserve
fund, which amonnts to over $55,000, aa
that fund helongs to the members of
the order, The lllinols company is not
lHeensed In Nebraska, Mr, Plerce's let-
ter Is as follows:

Royal Tribe of Joseph, Seaalla, Mo, —
Gentlemen:  You are hereby notified
that the ll¢ense Issued to your order by
this department March 1, 1908, 18 here-
hy revoked for the reason that your
order has transferred, without notlce
to this department, and without notice
to its members In this state, Its assets
to another company, namely: Cosmo-
politan Life Insurance Assoclation gt
Ilinolg, such company not being a fra-
ternal order, but belng an assessment
company of another state. In thils
transfer you have turned over to this
assessment association, funds which
include the reserve or emergency fund
of your order, which 1s set apart for
the benefit and protectlion of the mem-
bers of your order, It {s true that in
the contract you have made with tha
Cosmopolitan Life Insurance assocla-
tion they have agreed to accept the
members of your order as Its members,
and that they assume the certificates
and polleles of your order, and the lia-
bilitles of your order, but take them
subject to the conditions and limita-
tlons stated in your contract; also,
subject to the by-laws of the Cosmo+
politan Life Insurance assoclation.

This department does not approve
of this transfer and is opposed to the
method that you have adopted in trans,
ferring the same, and believes that you
have no right to transfer your reserve
fund belonging to your members to a
third person or paty; hence, the revo-
catlon of your license. Yours truly,

CHARLES WESTON, Audltor.

By L. L. FEIRCE, Ins. Deputy.

state Waunts Vay for Insane Fatlent,

The state of Kansas, through the at-
the attorney goneral, filed a clalm in
the probate court against the estate
of Willlam J. Walker for $2,800 claimed
to be dus the state for the care of
Walker at the Topeka insane asylum
during the part nineteen years.

Walker was sent to the Insane asy.
lum from Franklin county, Thers was
some dispute about a guardian for him
and one guardian was appointed from
Franklin county and amother in Mis-
sourl, and finally Bradford Miller, of
Topeka, was appointed by Probate
Judge Hayden quite recently, During
the squabble about the guardianshl
Walker's pension and property, wi
interest, has grown to the sum ol
$2.000. Now the state steps In and
claims the $2,000 and wants $5800 more

Curtalling the Iron Output

Two thousand men were laid off by
the Illinois steel works at South Chica-
go as anticipated. In addition to this
reduction the 1,200 men who were dis-
charged a couple of weeks ago, and
who were expected to return to work
soon have been informed that there ia
noe work for them, It Is claimed the
men are being lald off because of cur-
tullment in the output,

Everest §s unable to find ground fos
f cemetery nearer than four files, The
council will take up this grave sub-

laor

CONGRESSIONAL DOINGS

SENATE-MONDAY.

With nearly every senator In his seat,’
the gavel of President Pro Tem Fryoe
gounded at noon Mondany calling the
vonute iogether In the second extraor-
dinary session of the Fifty-elghth con-
gress,  The speclal sesslon of the sen-
ate following the adjournment Inst
apring of the Fifty-seventh congress
eliminated much of the routine work,
which otherwise would have been per-
formed today. New senators had gona
throngh the formality of taking oaths
of oMce, sents hud been assigned, and
with the exception of the appolntment
of some vacancies all functions of the
erganization had been completed, :

More than two hours before the gen-
ate was called to order the gallories
wera Nled up ‘

The firat week of the extra sesslon
fn the senate will be devoted to the
usunl preliminaries. The program for
the week 18 to have four brief sesslons
and an adjonrnment on Thorsday until
the following Mounday., On Tuesday the
presgident’s message will be recelved
and read, Adjourrment will follow’
ita reading as a caucus of republicam
senntors Ik to be held in the afternoon,
Waodnesday will be devoted largely to
the Introduction of bille and Thursday
will e a short leglalative sesslon unless
discission of the Panama situation ia
precipitated by the Introduction of
resolutions asking for information. It
is the intention of Senator Morgan to
Introduce resolutions on the subject,
and these may be discussed under the
rulea on the day following thelr pre-
sentation, The republican members of
the senate will interpose no objection
to a digcussion of the Panama and
eanal guestions, but it is not lkely
that any actlon will be taken until af-
ter the committees are reorganized.

The senate wns called to order at
noon and after a prayer by the Rev, F.
J. Prettyman of Washington, the fore
mal proclamation calling the congress
in extraordinary session was read,

At the roll call seventy senator®
angwoered and Presldent Pro Tem Frye
declared a quorum pregent,

Mr. Hoar and Mr, Gorman were Ap-
pointed by the house to Inform the
presldent congress had organized and
way ready to recelve any communicas
tlon he had to make,

A resolution offered by Mr. Cullom
fixing 12 o'clock, noon, as the hour
for convening daily sessions was adopt-
ed, after which the senate adjeurned, }

HOUSE—MONDAY, \

Tha Fifty-elghth congress convened
In extraordlpary sesslon at noon Mon-
day In accordance with the proclama-
tlon of President Roosevelt for the
uurpose of enacting leglslation neces-
sary to make effective the Cuban reci-
procity treaty. The day was devoted,
to personal greetiogs and organization.

Many handeome floral tributes td
members were borne In unusual profu-
slon to the lobbles back of both the
senate and house membera to be placed
later on the desks of the members. The
new membera of the house received
their initiation to doorkeepers and
house employes and many were turned
back for ldentification because of their
slight hesitation on presenting them-
selves for admisslon. Buch Incidenta
contributed to the general lively ani-
mation and good humor of the ocea-
slon,

The speaker was to be elected and
that this was the first session of a new
congress added to the Interest that
usually attached to an opening day.
Long before the hour of noon, when
the gavel fell, the gallerles were fllled,
the ladies belng in the majority. Many
more were disappointed holders of
cards by admisslon. Among the spec-
tators wera publlc officers, diplomats
and a great many out-of-town visitors,

The floral display was never more
elaborate than today, The popular
members on both sldes were remems-
bered in lavish fashion.

First of Importance among the day's
events was the electlon of Mr, Cannon
as speaker; next was the swearing In
of the members and the drawing for
seats,

The democrats rallied around a new
leader, Mr. Willlams, (Miss,) having
been chosen to take the place of Mr,
Richardron, (Tenn.) who retired from
the leadership of the minority.

Promptly at noon Clerk of the House
Alexander McDowell called the house
to order. Prayer by the chaplain fol-
lowed.

A call of the roll by states developed
a quoram, the clerk called for nomina-
tione for speaker., Mr, Hepburn (Ia.),
chairman of the republican caucus,
formally nominated Mr, Cannon,

Mr, Hay (Virginia), chairman of the
democratic caucus, nominated Mr. Wil-
llams (Miss.).

As the call proceeded it was noted
that old members generally occupled
thelr former seats, while new members
occupled those made vacant.

At the concluslon of the roll eall,
which showed the party majority for
Cannon, he was formally declared elect-
ed speaker, and after being sworn In
assumed the gavel. The oath of office
was then administered to the members
and shortly afterwards the house ad-
Journed,

Recommends Government Ownorship,

In his annual report Capt. Charles
Young, actng superintendent of Se-
quoa and General Grant national parks
of California, in which many glant
trees are located, urges the acqulsition
by the government of the land in those
parks, which Is owned by private In-
dividuals. In Sequola park there are
nany large tracts trus owned and after
waltlug for years for the government
to purchase thelr property, the owners
are beginning to sell off the large
timber,

Clalm Bender and Wilson are Ineligible

Hender and Wilson, members of the
Nebraska football team, were pro-

tested by the Kansas men on
the ground of professionalism,
Kansas  gathered evidence  that

the men recelved salaries last summer
as members of baseball teams, hence
under the Chicago conference rulea
:hey are Ineligible on college football
oams.

Two Cimarron school boys were
caught playing seven up with & bot-

tle of whisky between them—drink or
smell,
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